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Estimates for  

Reopening trails 
 

West Gorge (Multnomah 
Falls west) — end of 2018 
same as the Historic    
Columbia River Highway 

Central Zone -Multnomah 
Falls to Cascade Locks — 
no estimate at this time 

Larch Mountain Area and 
Upper Trail —  late Spring 
2019 

Many National Forest 

System trails within the 

burned area remain 

closed. Please check our 

website for other hiking 

opportunities in the 

Gorge. 

 

Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area 
  

902 Wasco Street Suite 200 
Hood River, OR  97031 
541-308-1700 
www.fs.usda.gov/crgnsa 

Six miles of the Historic Columbia 
River Highway State Trail, a paved 
bicycle and walking path has re-
opened between John B. Yeon 
Trailhead and Cascade Locks. Also 
reopening is the Eagle Creek Day 
use and picnic area but the trail 
head and trail remained closed with 
no time line for reopening. 
 

The following areas also reopened 
on September 30: 
 

 National Forest System lands 
north of Interstate 84 near    
Eagle Creek Overlook 
Campground, a common spot 
for fishing or viewing the     
Columbia River. 

 The parking lot at the      
Toothrock Trailhead. 

 The parking lot at the John B. 
Yeon Trailhead. Unpaved    
hiking trails at John B. Yeon     
remain closed as does the trail 
to Elwah Falls. 

 

Many other Gorge facilities       
operated by the U.S. Forest       
Service, the Oregon Parks and Rec-
reation Department and the Oregon               
Department of Transportation        
remain closed.  

The Historic Columbia River High-
way itself also remains closed    
between Bridal Veil and Ains-
worth, a six mile section, with no 
timeline yet for re-opening.  
 

Check ReadySetGorge.com for  
status updates on recreation sites. 
 

YOUR SAFETY IS 

IN YOUR HANDS: 
Know Before You Go 

 

Fall rains can trigger land 

slides and strong winds can 

increase overhead hazards. 

Check local weather fore-

casts before you head out on 

the trails in the Gorge this 

fall and winter. 

State Bike Trail and Eagle Creek 
Day Use/Picnic Area Now Open 

Hazard Tree Removal Begins at 
Multnomah Falls 

Many trees were damaged and 
weakened as a result of the Eagle 
Creek Fire. Due to the high visita-
tion at Multnomah Falls, these 
damaged “hazard” trees along the 
trail from the lodge to the upper 
viewing platform will be felled. In 
total, about 100 trees may be cut 
along Larch Mountain Trail and 
the slopes surrounding Multnomah 
Falls.  

Oregon Department of Transporta-
tion is also removing hazard trees 
which damaged by the fire along 
the historic highway. Hazard tree 
removal will continue at 
Multnomah Falls on October 1–2 
with the lower viewing platform 
and the Larch Mountain Trail from 
the Multnomah Falls Lodge to the 
Benson Bridge being closed to  
visitors. The lodge will remain 
open through the work. 

Visitors can call (503) 695-2372 to 
check the status of the viewing 
platform before heading out. 

https://twitter.com/crgnsa
https://www.facebook.com/crgnsa/?ref=hl
https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/sets/72157665028630056
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/crgnsa/home/?cid=stelprd3843196
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/crgnsa/home/?cid=stelprd3843196


 

I am a Tree 
                       By Isaiah age 12 
 

My leaves are soaring 
My roots delve deep 
  

My limbs are powerful, 
Sturdy and steep 
  

My roots stretch far 
Beyond branches best reach 
  

My boughs are well-built 
And grab, twist and leap 
  

My roots are synapses 
Down below deep 
  

They sense as the  
Fire-beast takes a mad leap 
  

I watch as my neighbor 
Trees burn in their sleep 
  

The flames they blow 
Closer, the death toll is steep 
  

Mycelium smolders, the  
Ground cracks beneath, 
  

The fire grows higher 
As flame catches me. 
  

(One year later) 
  

The beauty of life 
Hidden deep down beneath 
  

As saplings spring forth 
From roots down below deep. 
  

From roots stretching far  
Beyond branches’ best reach, 
  

The earth parts to 
Reveal a conifer tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the smoke lingered in the air 
this past August, memories of 
the Eagle Creek Fire took center 
stage at a local writing work-
shop. The Columbia Grange 
#267 in Corbett and the Crown 
Point Historical Society hosted 
Writing Our Stories, One Year 
After the Eagle Creek Fire. The 
workshop was led by local 
Gorge writers Apricot Irving and 
Jennifer O'Donnell, both who 
were evacuated during the fire.   
People from the local communi-
ty shared stories of how the    
Eagle Creek Fire had impacted 
their lives and their community.  
Feelings of anger and sadness,  
of fear and resilience were      
explored and shared as Irving 
and O’Donnell lead the group 
through a series of writing 
prompts.  
 

One women shared a story of 
flying home to PDX and looking 
down to see the darkness where 
there typically would be the tell-
tale lights of the city. What she 
saw was rivers of  orange as the 
fire moved down the drainages 
and then up and over the ridges, 
while the plane filled with the 
smell of a camp fire. Another 
man shared stories of people 
driving up the Larch Mountain 
road to take selfies with their 
cell phones at the Larch Moun-
tain Overlook using the fire as a 
back drop as they themselves 
were rushing franticly to save 
and try to evacuate the area. A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

volunteer firefighter spoke of 
going to as many homes as pos-
sible to notify people. It was 
door to door and neighbor to 
neighbor, people calling and  
texting each other about the fast 
moving fire.                                           

The evening offered an oppor-
tunity for the community to   
reconnect with each other to 
share through story their person-
al experiences, including 12 year 
old Isaiah, who wrote about the 
trees impacted by the fire. The 
stories and writings from the 
workshop will be collected and 
contributed to the Eagle Creek 
Fire oral and community history 

project. The stories will be      
collected and archived by the 
Crown Point Historical Society. 

 

Living with Fire,  
a Community Forum               
 
 

With last years Eagle Creek Fire 
and this years Substation Fire, 
Gorge communities have felt 
and seen both economic and per-
sonal impacts of wildland fires. 
Friends of the Gorge hosted a 
community forum, Living with 
Fire around the one year anni-
versary of the Eagle Creek Fire, 
brining in a panel of experts, 
who worked extensively with the 
Eagle Creek Fire recovery ef-
forts and Columbia River Gorge 
fire ecology research studies. 
 

The first forum was held August 
30 at the Columbia Center for 
the Arts in Hood River OR and 
at the Oregon Museum of Histo-
ry and Industry in Portland.  
Both events featured Forest Ser-
vice Field Rangers sharing infor-
mation about the fire and post-
fire recovery work. A special 
screening highlighted documen-
taries made by the White Salm-
on and Hood River middle 
school students. The short film 
series, created by seventh grade 
students in White Salmon, 
Washington focused on local 
impacts of the Eagle Creek 
Fire. 'Fire Stories’ featuring the 
Eagle Creek Fire, was produced 
by Story Gorge in partnership 
with the U.S. Forest Service and 
others.  

Writing our Stories, One Year 

After the Eagle Creek Fire 

Forest Service Field Rangers host a  
table at the Oregon Museum of  
Science and Industry  

https://www.storygorge.com/student-films?wix-vod-comp-id=comp-jkg4uqyy
https://www.storygorge.com/

