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Introduction 
Geographic and Management Areas are used to identify areas within the Forest where management direction may 
differ from the general Forest Wide plan direction. Not every acre of the plan area needs to be assigned to a 
management or geographic area.  

 Every plan must have management areas or geographic areas or both. The plan may identify designated 
or recommended designated areas as management or geographic areas (36 CFR 219.7(d)).  

While the planning rule requires that every revised plan must have management areas or geographic areas or both, 
not every acre of the plan area needs to be assigned to a management area or geographic area.  Management areas 
and geographic areas may overlap.  Management areas may overlap with other management areas if specified 
plan components are not conflicting.  In addition, management areas or geographic areas may be established for 
designated areas, including designated roadless areas.  Plan guidance in a management area or geographic area 
will generally differ from the forest-wide guidance. 

Definitions 

Management Areas 
A management area is a land area identified within the planning area that has the same set of applicable plan 
components.  A management area does not have to be spatially contiguous.  The typical management area 
represents the management emphasis on landscape basis.  Management areas often show lands with integrated 
packages of compatible resource direction. 

Geographic Areas 
A geographic area is a spatially contiguous land area identified within the planning area.  The typical geographic 
area represents large areas that have desired conditions with a range of possible resource management emphases.  
Rather than a management emphasis map, a geographic area map tends to focus on a place (a specific canyon or 
perhaps a specific watershed). 
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Proposed Management Areas 

Horn Mountain/Wildcat Knolls Management Area (HWMA) 
Price/Ferron and Sanpete Ranger Districts 
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Description  
The Horn Mountain/Wildcat Knolls Management Area is located on the north zone of the Manti-La Sal National 
Forest along the southeastern boundary and the primary emphasis for this management area is wildlife and the 
important wildlife habitats that occur here.  It encompasses the Wildcat Knolls and Pines area on the southernmost 
boundary, extending north over the South Horn and North Horn Mountains, and captures Middle Mountain and 
Trail Mountain on the northernmost boundary.  This management area includes ten different Land Type 
Associations (LTAs); however, six LTAs comprise ninety percent of the area.  These LTAs include the Southern 
Fault Valleys, Southern Tablelands, Western Mountain SE Lower Slopes, Eastern Escarpment, Eastern Mountains 
Lower Canyon Slopes, and Rocky Canyons.  This area is generally characterized by gentle to moderate slopes 
along the Northern and Southern Fault Valleys and Southern Tablelands, which are most commonly associated 
with herbland, shrubland (sagebrush), and woodland (mountain brush) vegetation groups, steep rocky terrain 
along the canyon walls and slopes of the Rocky Canyons, Eastern Escarpment, Western Mountain SE Lower 
Slopes, and the Eastern Mountains Lower Canyon Slopes,  which are mostly associated with non-vegetative 
(cliff), pinyon/juniper, and conifer (dry Douglas fir), and along canyon bottoms where riparian/deciduous 
vegetation is common along perennial and intermittent water sources.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The immediate areas in and around Wildcat Knolls and the Pines to the south, as well as North and South Horn 
mountains to the north are  home to the only known populations of greater sage grouse on the Forest.  These non-
migratory populations are some of the most unique in Utah, utilizing sagebrush habitats from 8,000 - 9,500 feet in 
elevation throughout the year.  With the national focus around sage grouse, as well as the forest priority with this 
species, habitat restoration projects have been implemented with the help and inclusion of many partners; Utah 
Watershed Restoration Initiative (UWRI), Southern Utah Fuel Co., (SUFCO), Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources (UDWR), Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF), and Utah State University (USU).   Projects to 
date include: sage brush habitat restoration, installation of wildlife guzzlers, and a sage grouse collaring study.  
This management unit also contains key winter range for both Rocky Mountain elk and mule deer and sustain the 
largest concentrations of wintering elk and deer found on the forest.  The Horn Mountain seasonal closure gate 
and fence was constructed in 2008 in order to protect big game winter range.  Gates were also installed on Lord’s 
Trail, Rock Canyon Trail, and Black Dragon Trail.   The Eastern Escarpment and Rocky Canyons provide optimal 
habitat for golden eagles, containing a high density of nests.   

Joe’s Valley Reservoir and Straight Canyon are primary features of this management unit towards the north and 
provide popular recreational activities including fishing, camping, motorized recreation, and hiking.  Straight 
Canyon has become nationally renowned for bouldering.  The Joe’s Valley Dam and Reservoir was the principal 
component in the Emery County Reclamation Project constructed by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, covering 
over 1,100 acres and is a high quality tiger musky and splake fishery.  Ferron Canyon to the south also winds 
through this management unit and is a gateway to popular fisheries; Ferron Reservoir and Duck Fork Reservoir.  
Popular OHV trails within this unit include Big Ridge, Hole Trail, Rock Canyon, Lords Trail, and Reeder Canyon 
Trail.  The management area spans seventeen livestock grazing allotments; however, nearly ninety percent of the 
acreage is within four allotments; Emery, Ferron, Horn Mountain, and Trail Mountain, all of which are cattle 
allotments.   

The Nelson Mountain Research Natural Area was established for the study of curlleaf mountain mahogany and 
lies six miles southwest of Ferron on the eastern edge of the Wasatch Plateau.  The RNA (480 acres) supports 
diverse and pristine woodlands and shrublands.  The southern part of this management unit contain some of the 
most important cultural resource sites on the north zone of the Forest, including occupations associated with the 
earliest inhabitants of North America.  Many of the important sites are natural alcoves that served as seasonal 
habitations for these early cultures.      
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Unique Characteristics 
• Joe’s Valley Dam and Reservoir principal component in the Emery County Reclamation Project 

constructed by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.  The reservoir covers over 1,100 acres. High quality 
tiger musky and splake fishing. 

• Contains optimal key winter range where the largest number of winter elk and deer can be found on 
the forest.   

• Seasonal closure gates were installed in 20?? to protect wintering elk and deer during the crucial 
winter months.    

• Straight Canyon has become a national destination for bouldering. 

• Contains the only populations of greater sage grouse that are found on the MLNF.  

• Popular OHV trails include Big Ridge, Hole Trail, Rock Canyon, Lords Trail, and Reeder Canyon 
Trail.   

• Nelson Mountain Research Natural Area, established for the study of curlleaf mountain mahogany, 
lies six miles southwest of Ferron on the eastern edge of the Wasatch Plateau.  The RNA (480 acres) 
supports diverse and pristine woodlands and shrublands.   

• The southern part of this Management Area contain some of the most important cultural resource sites 
on the north zone of the Forest, including occupations associated with the earliest inhabitants of North 
America.  Many of the important sites are natural alcoves that served as seasonal habitations for these 
early cultures.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Draft Management Areas and Geographic Areas 

6 

Maple Canyon Climbing Management Area (MCMA) 
Sanpete Ranger District 
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Description 
The proposed 2200 acre Maple Canyon Management Area is located just west of Moroni, Utah and is managed by 
the Sanpete Ranger District.  The three drainages converging in Maple Canyon Campground exhibit well 
cemented conglomerate sedimentary rock exposed in dramatic walls.  Hundreds of climbing routes detailed in 
guidebooks and websites attract climbers both nationally and internationally.  Some ice climbing also occurs 
during the winter months.  Camping and day-use parking opportunities are limited on the forest, resulting in 
frequent congestion throughout the climbing season which extends from April into November.  Climbing, parking, 
and camping also occurs on adjacent private land.   

The intent of the Maple Canyon Management Area is to frame future management of this area and address 
resource concerns in shared stewardship with adjacent private landowners and the climbing community. 
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Elk Ridge Management Area (ERMA) 
Monticello Ranger District   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description 
The Elk Ridge Management Area is based on archaeological, tribal, recreational, and natural resource values and 
aims to improve the long-term management of all of these overlapping categories of resources.  The boundaries of 
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the MA follow the fifth level HUC boundaries of the South Cottonwood Wash and Dark Canyon watersheds also 
including the headwaters of the Comb Wash-San Juan watershed and the White Canyon watershed.  Of the overall 
210,000, close to 80,000 acres are contained within three designated areas:  Dark Canyon Wilderness, BENM, 
Chippean-Allen Canyon Inventoried Roadless Area (IRA), Hammond-Notch Canyon IRA, Arch Canyon IRA, 
Dark Canyon IRA and Cliff Dwellers Pasture RNA. 

Physical Environment  
The Elk Ridge Management Area includes Elk Ridge, the South Cottonwood Watershed, and the Dark Canyon 
Wilderness.  Elk Ridge rises from approximately 8000 feet at its eastern extent to 8400 feet at its western extent 
where the Bears Ears Buttes reach approximately 9000 feet at their summits. South Cottonwood Wash and its 
tributaries including Hammond, Posey, Chippean, Allen, and Dry Wash cover a vast area bounding the east side of 
Elk Ridge, while Arch, Texas, and Butts Canyon drain to the south of the plateau.  Dark Canyon Wilderness drains 
west from Elk Ridge, eventually joining the Colorado River. 

The area is characterized by the ponderosa pine-dominated mesas, with pockets of aspen and thick mixed conifer 
forests on the upper canyon slopes. Gambel oak is common in the understory, along with a herbaceous component 
of grasses and forbs, including areas dominated by introduced smooth brome, and others with native bunchgrasses 
and forbs, including the SCC species Navajo penstemon.  The SCC plants Kachina daisy and Beck’s spring-
parsley are associated with the lower elevation mesas and foothills with pinyon-juniper woodlands and exposed 
rocky cliffs. The canyon bottomlands support vital riparian communities with cottonwoods, willow and birch.  

The riparian communities support wildlife and fish species such as speckled dace, Woodhouse toad and many 
varieties of migratory birds. The SCC species Townsend’s big-eared bat is associated with pinyon-juniper forests, 
as are bushy-tailed woodrats which are an important prey species for the federally listed Mexican spotted owl 
which lives in canyons in the area.  Another SCC bat species, the fringed myotis, is found in the ponderosa pine 
forests. Other wildlife characteristic of the ponderosa pine habitat are Abert’s squirrels and wild turkeys. The area 
is crucial summer range for mule deer, elk and black bear.  The aspen component of the forest provides habitat for 
cavity-nesting birds and a productive understory for foraging. The diverse, high elevation plateau is an important 
part of the life cycle for many wildlife species that live on Elk Ridge and the surrounding desert. 

Cultural Resources 
The ERMA includes the South Cottonwood archaeological district, the Dark Canyon / Dry Mesa cultural 
landscape, and the Bears Ears cultural landscape(s).  In the former two areas, dense spatial clusters of Ancestral 
Puebloan sites (“communities” to archaeologists) are found that contain complex arrays of villages, residential 
sites, ceremonial, agricultural, and other sites. These cultural landscapes exhibit high preservation, scientific, and 
interpretive values that are of National significance.  The Bears Ears cultural landscape(s) has both archaeological 
and traditional cultural properties (TCP) aspects and is of great significance to modern Pueblos and Tribes. 

Less than one-third of the ERMA has been surveyed for cultural resources and 2638 sites, or 82 percent of the 
District total, have been documented within the ERMA.  The sites span millennia of human use from the Early 
Archaic Period (ca. 6000 BC) through the Historic Period, but exceptionally well-represented Ancestral Puebloan 
occupation is overwhelmingly dominant over sites of other time periods.  Sites within the ERMA are relatively 
well-preserved and reflect broader societal trends associated with the evolution of complex agricultural society 
between A.D. 600 and 1250.The primary distinction in the management of cultural resources at the Forest-Wide 
and Management Area lies with a shift from individual site management to landscape-scale management.  While 
cultural landscapes of various scales can be defined anywhere on the Forest, the abundance, distribution, and 
nature of the cultural resources on the Monticello Ranger District are exceptional and of national interest and 
importance.  In addition to managing cultural resources at a landscape scale, stronger emphases on the 
identification and management of areas of tribal interest and the need for enhanced consultation and collaboration 
with Tribes within the ERMA are warranted.   
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Recreation Use in the MA 
The ERMA contains a wide variety of world class recreation experiences. While the majority of the area is located 
in a remote backcountry setting it also provides for motorized recreation on designated roads and trails. The area 
is also popular for motorized dispersed camping. 

The ERMA is located within the San Juan Limited Entry Bull Elk management area which provides opportunities 
for hunting trophy bull elk. Hunting big game and turkeys is a popular recreation activity in the ERMA for locals 
and people visiting the area. 

Backpacking, day hiking and visiting cultural sites are all popular activities in the ERMA. Most of the 
backcountry use occurs within the designated Dark Canyon Wilderness or the four IRAs located in the ERMA. 
These area provide for outstanding opportunities to visit cultural sites in backcountry settings. 

Managing the increasing recreation use to allow for continued opportunities while not impacting the important 
cultural and natural resources in the area will call for  management strategies that may be different than the rest of 
the plan area. 
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Blanding/Monticello Municipal Water Supply Management Area (BMMA)  
Monticello Ranger District 
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Description  
The Blanding/Monticello Municipal Water Supply Management area requires different management that cannot 
be me through forest-wide plan components. A management area represents a management emphasis for an area 
on the landscape.  

The 40,000 acres Blanding/Monticello Municipal Water Supply Management area was modified from the MLNF 
1986 FP Municipal Water Supply Management Area to include the protection prevent of additional water supply 
infrastructure and to incorporate a climate change resilience adaptation strategy that improves the capacity of the 
forest to return to desired conditions after disturbance. The management goals for this area are providing clean 
drinking water to the surrounding communities and restore or maintain a healthy and resilient forest by managing 
for multi age timber stands within the MA which contain open patches while allowing economic development of 
the area and respecting traditional tribal uses of the forest. This will help to prevent stand replacement fires and 
will also reduce the impact of insect and disease, all of which could have a devastating influence on the water 
supply. 

The 1986 Forest Plan Municipal Water Supply (MWS) area on the Abajo Mountains was expanded in the Revised 
Forest Plan from the 1986 plan to include the eastern area of Cottonwood Wash fifth-level HUC and all of 
Recapture Creek fifth-level HUC that lies within the plan area and a larger area of the North Creek-Montezuma 
Creek sixth-level HUC. The management objective of the expanded 1986 boundary will be the protection of the 
municipal water infrastructure and to restore the health and function of the forest. This will increase forest 
resiliency to natural disturbances, such as wildfires and climate change. Increasing resiliency improves the 
capacity of the forest to return to desired conditions after disturbance. Existing grazing restrictions in the 1986 
boundary stay in effect. No new grazing restrictions are implemented in the expanded MA outside of the 1986 
area. Restoring and maintaining watershed health is a key component of supporting a properly functioning 
ecosystem. The MWS supplies municipal drinking water to the communities of Blanding and Monticello. 

 

Protection Fire Management Area (PFMA) 
In order to further characterize the landscape as it pertains to strategic fire management guidance, the following 
Protection Fire Management Area is delineated to spatially guide and prioritize the management of wildland fire 
and fuels reduction treatments in order to work with our cooperators to move toward or achieve the desired 
conditions.  

Specifically this area has hazardous fuel conditions that currently put communities, infrastructure, and natural 
resource assets at risk of damage from wildfire. Wildfire is suppressed under most conditions due to the potential 
economic loss and public safety concerns posed by a wildfire. Wildfire education and mitigation, hazardous fuel 
reduction treatments and fire protection is necessary to reduce the impacts to values. Coordination with 
cooperators will emphasize reducing fire risk and creating fire-adapted communities and fire resilient landscapes 
that are less reliant on aggressive wildfire suppression. 

As a result, this area will have a consistent decision making methodology for pre-assessing areas for wildland fire 
risk and benefits.  Factors that will change wildfire risk include changes in vegetation and fuels conditions from 
restoration treatments and wildfires, new or changing communities, assets or natural resource values and 
hazardous fuels treatments. 
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Proposed Geographic Areas 

Moab Geographic Area (MGA) 
Moab Ranger District 
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Description 
The Moab Geographic area contains the Placer Creek-Colorado River and the Mill Creek fifth-level HUCs within 
the plan area. Two Sole Source Aquifer (SSA) recharge areas are part of the Moab Geographic area. A SSA is 
defined as an aquifer that has been designated by the EPA as the sole or principal source of drinking water for an 
area supplying at least 50% of the drinking water. In addition to this geographic area being managed for the 
protection of the SSAs recharge, sustainable recreation and protection of scenery will be additional management 
considerations due to their economic value to the area. Where there are unresolvable conflicts between the 
management of the three aforementioned resources, preferential consideration to protecting the water resources 
shall be given.  

Source water protection areas provide clean surface water meeting or exceeding State water quality standards and 
meeting the supply needs of users. Minimize nonpoint source pollution from all forest management related 
sources. Protect water quality by providing ecologically diverse, vigorous and sustainable forests that are resilient 
to disturbance.  

The La Sal Mountains provide the scenic backdrop for areas visible from within and around Arches National Park 
and Canyonlands National Park. The La Sal Loop Road, a scenic backway, crosses this area. This geographic area 
contains the highest concentration of recreation on the South Zone. The Utah Department of Wildlife Resources 
introduced non-native mountains goats in 2013 in the Mount Peale Research area (RNA). In addition to the three 
priorities and the designated areas, there are also range, wildlife, heritage, and mineral resources. Potential for 
conflicts between grazing and recreational users is higher in this area. 

General Overview 
The Moab Geographic Area (MOGA) is located on the northeastern side of the plan area of La Sal Mountains, 
south of the Colorado River east of Moab, a popular tourist destination in Utah for which the area functions as a 
visual background and as an escape from the summer heat. This area and the mountain peaks of the La Sal 
Mountains are backdrop for scenic viewpoints in Arches National Park, Canyonlands National Park and 
surrounding red-rock desert. The Geographic Area covers an area of 59,573 acres (Table 2) of which the vast 
majority (56,590 acres) is under Forest Service management; inholdings represent 2,983 acres. The La Sal 
Mountains are the second highest range in Utah. The elevation within the MOGA ranges between 5795 feet and 
12,650 feet. 

Table 1. Moab Geographic Area Acreages. 
5th Level HUC 5th Level HUC Size Plan Area Acres National Forest Acres in Plan Area Inholding Acres 
Placer Creek-

Colorado River 138,894 19,973 17,970 1,759 

Mill Creek 91,030 39,600 38,376 1,224 
Total 229,924 59,573 56,590 56,346 

The MOGA is delineated by the area of the Placer Creek-Colorado River and Mill Creek fifth-level HUCs 
occurring within the Manti-La Sal National Forest plan area. The La Sal Mountains are a landmark, which 
provide a ‘sense of place’ for people within their visible range. The steep rocky mountain slopes overlook Spanish 
Valley and Moab to the west and Castle Valley to the north. There are three distinct groups of peaks, known as the 
northern group, middle group, and South Mountain. The Geographic Area contains eight of the ten highest peaks 
in the La Sal Mountains. They are located along the eastern watershed divide boundary. The highest peak of the 
La Sal Mountains, Mount Peale (12,721 feet) located in the middle group, is about half a mile the east of the 5ft-
level HUC Geographic Area boundary.  
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The La Sal Mountains consist of three domed volcanic rock intrusions (laccoliths) of Tertiary age, corresponding 
to the 3 aforementioned groups of peaks, which intruded Mesozoic sedimentary formations. Those sedimentary 
rocks form the relatively flat mesas surrounding the mountain range. The mesas are framed by steep canyon walls, 
and dissected by numerous side canyons, which eventually drain into either the Colorado or Dolores Rivers. The 
higher peaks of the La Sal Mountains have been modified by glacial erosion leaving prominent amphitheater-like 
valleys also known as cirques. 

Sole Source Aquifers 
The Moab Geographic Area includes the recharge area for two EPA designated sole source aquifers: the Spanish 
Valley Glen Canyon Group and the Castle Valley valley-fill aquifers. This SSA designation requires increased 
scrutiny of activities planned (or currently occurring) within the source area that could be potential sources of 
contamination, including: (1) petroleum, mineral exploration, and geophysical drilling; (2) poorly designed 
development; (3) accidental spills along roadways; (4) abandoned but unplugged petroleum, mineral and 
geophysical wells; (5) tunnels; and (6) non-sustainable agricultural and forestry practices.  

The Glen Canyon Group fractured aquifer, is the principal aquifer for the Spanish Valley/Moab area. This 
fractured bedrock aquifer consists of sandstone of the Wingate, Kayenta and Navajo formations. Moab’s current 
drinking water production is from one developed spring from the Wingate Sandstone and three developed springs 
and five drilled wells from the Navajo sandstone near the northeast canyon wall of Spanish Valley. These 
developments are not on National Forest System lands. The recharge area of these aquifers is in the headwaters of 
the Mill Creek fifth-level watershed in the La Sal Mountains. The perennial drainages of Mill Creek, Brumley 
Creek, and Pack Creek are important riparian habitat. Water diversions for culinary and agricultural purposes pose 
a substantial treat to the existence of these streams. Where water was once diverted from these streams within the 
Moab Valley below, these diversion points are being transferred to the mountains and threatening the dewatering 
of springs and streams at a much higher elevation. 

The Town of Castle Valley extracts its municipal water from the second sole source aquifer in the area providing 
domestic water to its residents. This valley-fill aquifer consists mainly of gravelly stream alluvium and alluvial-
fan deposits. The recharge areas of this aquifer starts at the headwaters of the fifth-level Placer Creek-Colorado 
River watershed on the La Sal Mountains within the Geographic Area.  The high elevation Willow Springs, 
Bachelor Basin Springs, Cold Spring, Mason Spring, and the springs located in the Miners Basin emerge from the 
Tertiary bedrock in the GA. These springs are the beginning of the Castle Creek and Placer Creek surface water 
systems. The groundwater with the best water quality occurs along the streams. Poorer water quality elsewhere in 
the aquifer is attributed to contributions from the Cutler and Paradox formations rather than from fertilizers, septic 
systems, or animal wastes in the valley. These sources, as well as increases in the number of residents and 
domestic well, could become the primary treats to the water quality of the aquifer (Snyder 1996). 

The Moab Geographic Area contains many wetlands. Peat wetlands are a unique feature found in the La Sal and 
Geyser Pass areas located on the east side of the Geographic Area.  

Scenery 
The alpine La Sal Mountains are the second highest mountain range in Utah. The La Sal Mountain Loop Road 
Scenic Backway (Forest Route 046) provides paved access through this area and to the mountain passes which lie 
to the east from US-191 and south of SR-128.  The Backway provides scenery ranging from the alpine heights of 
the La Sal Mountains to the red rock desert of the surrounding Canyonlands and Arches National Parks, as well as 
views of the distant Abajo and Henry mountains.  The Sand Flats road is another primary access road to the 
MOGA. 
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Sustainable Recreation 
Dispersed camping is popular along the forest roads, particular during hunting season when weather conditions 
create difficult travel conditions on unpaved roads. Several developed campgrounds such as Warner Lake, Oowah 
Lake and Mason Draw are located within the MOGA. The Pack Creek day-use picnic area is another popular 
destination. These recreation sites receive high use from both locals and out-of-area visitors. They are hubs for 
numerous trails enjoyed by hikers, mountain bikers, and horseback riders. Off highway vehicle use is popular in 
this geographic area on designated roads and trails.  Unauthorized motorized use has created impacts in some 
portions of the GA. 

As recreation areas on BLM and NPS lands around Moab become saturated, visitors are more and more turning to 
Forest Service lands to seek camping and recreation opportunities. Dispersed camping is popular along the forest 
roads, particular during hunting season when weather conditions create difficult travel conditions on unpaved 
roads. Currently dispersed camping is allowed within 150 feet of an authorized road everywhere within the 
MOGA. Impacts are occurring as more people are creating camping areas on almost all flat areas along roads. 
Several developed campgrounds such as Warner Lake, Oowah Lake and Mason Draw are located within the 
MOGA. The Pack Creek day-use picnic area is another popular destination. These recreation sites receive high 
use from both locals and out-of-area visitors. They are hubs for numerous trails enjoyed by hikers, mountain 
bikers, and horseback riders. Off highway vehicle use is popular in this geographic area on designated roads and 
trails.  Unauthorized motorized use has created impacts in some portions of the MOGA. 

Many international tourists are drawn to the area by Arches and Canyonlands National Parks and the Moab area. 
After visiting the national parks, many visitors turn their activities toward the mountains to escape the 100°+ 
summer temperatures encountered in the parks. The mountain peaks and passes on the east side of the geographic 
area provide a cool, high elevation escape from the surrounding desert valleys in the summer, as well as 
opportunities for winter recreation. Hiking and peak bagging are popular summer pursuits on the peaks, 
particularly Mount Mellenthin, Mount Tukuhnikivatz and Mount Peale whose peak is just to the east of the 
Geographic area. Hiking the peaks provides challenging experiences due to steep slopes, talus slopes, and high 
elevation. The Mount Peale Research Natural Area is receiving increasing year-round hiking and skiing use. Snow 
play, skiing, snowboarding, and snowmobiling are increasingly popular winter activities. In partnership with the 
Forest Service, Grand County maintains a winter parking area on the Geyser Pass Road. This increase in 
recreational use brings potential impacts to the fragile subalpine and alpine vegetation. 

Moab is an internationally acclaimed mountain biking destination, making mountain biking popular a popular 
pastime in the MOGA. The MOGA includes the upper portions of the well-known “Whole Enchilada” trail. It also 
contains a portion of the Kokopelli Trail, which is a 140-mile mountain bike trail that runs from Fruita, Colorado, 
to Moab, Utah.  Moonlight Meadows and the Burro Pass Trails provide scenic and challenging mountain bike 
experiences. Mountain bikers also use roads in this area to create loops or routes connecting to system trails.  
There have been problems with unauthorized user-created trails causing resource damage and impacts to 
important wildlife habitat in the past. 

Several areas in the MOGA are popular rock climbing spots including the Mill Creek RNA. Some popular 
climbing areas are seeing impacts to vegetation and soils. 

Wildlife Resources 
The mesas, canyons and mountains within the MOGA provide habitat for a diversity of animals including golden 
eagle, cougar, deer, and turkey. The area is popular for deer, elk and bear hunting. The mesa rims and canyons 
such as Mill Creek Canyon and the Porcupine Rim are important for nesting raptors that need remote, undisturbed 
cliff areas for nesting like peregrine falcons and golden eagles. Raptors such as red-tailed hawks and American 
kestrels are commonly observed while prairie falcons and northern goshawks are less common. Increasing 
recreation activities occurring on the canyon rims may threaten the solitude needed by many of these species.  
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The extensive mature pinyon pine forests are home to black-throated gray warblers. Other migratory bird species 
that occur in the area include pinyon jays, gray vireos, Virginia’s Warblers, broad-tailed hummingbirds and green-
tailed towhees. Broad-tailed hummingbirds are associated with the lowland riparian areas. Band-tailed pigeons 
can be observed in the fall due to the often abundant acorn production from the Gambel oak. Black rosy finch 
may be found in the high alpine community.  

Spotted bat and Allen’s big-eared bat are two of the bat species in the area. Other small mammals such as rock 
squirrels, cottontail rabbits, and least chipmunk are often observed along the La Sal Mountain Loop Road. 
Driving at night, long-tailed weasels, bobcats, and striped skunks may be seen. Beavers are an important 
component of riparian habitats. There is suitable habitat for ringtail cats in Mill Creek Canyon. The La Sal 
Mountains are the only area in southeastern Utah to have American pika (Ochotona princeps).  

Gopher snakes, wandering garter snakes, side-blotched lizards, Woodhouse’s toads, and western chorus frogs are 
commonly observed. The area also has habitat for leopard frogs, tiger salamanders and midget faded rattlesnakes.  

The GA provides crucial summer range for the Rocky Mountain elk and mule deer, including deer fawning and 
elk calving habitat. General big game winter/transition range is identified on the lower elevation mesas. 

Heritage Resources 
Archeological sites are abundant in the area and include both prehistoric and historic resources. Significant 
prehistoric sites include numerous temporary hunting grounds and gathering camps, resource procurement, and 
production and processing localities. Many sites are not dated but generally represent the earliest American Indian 
cultures including ancestral and early historic Ute use of the area. A variety of historic sites is present and includes 
irrigation facilities, cabins and the Pinhook battleground.  

The MOGA has the highest density of archaeological resources on the Moab District, including large landscapes 
of stone tool stone procurement areas with associated camps, historic mines, and cabins related to mining and 
livestock management.  Many of these stone tool procurement sites are very large and are eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  As a result, these sites need to be protected from any kind of surface disturbance.   In 
order to preserve these sites for the future, ground disturbance should be limited.   

The modern Ute Indians consider this area as part of their ancestral tribal lands and have a high interest in this 
area. Access to the area for traditional uses and protection of sacred areas, spiritual areas and sacred plants is 
important to the tribe. 

Livestock Grazing 
Several smaller ranching families utilize the allotments in the GA. Livestock grazing continues to be an important 
use within the area especially on persistent bromegrass and crested wheatgrass seeded areas. Cattle also utilize 
oakbrush and aspen areas. Watershed improvements and stock ponds occur throughout the area. The wild-land 
urban interface and growing recreational uses of the area are requiring greater livestock use cooperation. 

Mineral Resources 
Miners Basin, Bachelor Basin, and Gold Basin are historic gold mining areas. Numerous patented and unpatented 
mining claims are located in these areas. No mining has occurred in these areas since the early 1900s, though 
some exploration has occurred. Locatable mineral deposits include base and precious metals in lode and placer 
(stream alluvium) deposits, and uranium and vanadium in the Jurassic Morrison Formation. Mineral development 
potential for base and precious metals in this area is ranked as low-moderate, considering the low concentration of 
known deposits relative to the current and reasonably foreseeable mineral values.  
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Uranium and Vanadium were explored for and mined extensively from the early 1950s through the early 1980s. 
The periodic collapse in uranium values caused the abandonment of most of the mining claims and mining 
operations. The latest collapse of uranium occurred in the early 1980s. Since then there has been no uranium 
exploration and mining on the forest. Interest in the area could increase depending on fluctuating world markets. 
Locatable mineral development potential in this area is ranked as low-moderate, considering the low 
concentration of uranium ores. 

Several roads and abandoned mines remain from the exploration and mining of uranium and vanadium. 
Abandoned, unreclaimed uranium mines, including those on Brumley Ridge, pose environmental and safety 
hazards.  

Oil and gas potential is ranked as low in the igneous stocks and laccoliths. The surrounding areas were ranked as 
moderate, but drilling in a potential trap structure adjacent to a stock has shown that potentials are probably low 
since any hydrocarbon deposits were most likely driven off by the igneous intrusions.  

Mineral material development potential is considered to be moderate. Angular igneous rock in talus deposits on 
the mountain slopes is suitable for riprap, landscaping rock and building stone. Rounded igneous rock in alluvial 
deposits and sandstone could be collected or developed on a small scale for landscaping rock, and building stone.  

Overlap with Designated Areas and other Resources  
Portions of 3 Inventory Roadless Areas (IRAs) occur within the Geographic Area: Horse Mountain-Manns Peak, 
Mt. Peale, and South Mountain. Both big game summer and winter range is present within the management 
boundary. All of the Mill Creek Gorge and the Western part of the Mount Peale Research Natural Areas (RNA) 
are within the MOGA. 

The Bull Canyon Dinosaur Tracks can be found on the northwestern edge of the MOGA. Malloy Park is an area 
of special interest due to its unique geology and the combination of ponderosa pine and aspen growing in 
association with sandstone. 

The Pinhook Battleground, found in the northern portion of the area, marks the site of a historic battle between 
early settlers and American Indians.  This battleground is on the National Register of Historic Places.   

Land Type Associations (LTAs) 
Subsets of nine LTA groups belonging to the La Sal Mountains Borderlands (LSMB) ecological subsection and 
three belonging La Sal Mountains (LSM) subsection are found within the Geographic Area. The Borderland 
higher mesas are covered with glacial rock debris (till).  Typical vegetation is sagebrush and oak brush 
(LSMB_LTAG1). Pinyon and juniper are common on the lower sandstone and till covered mesas 
(LSMB_LTAG2). Further up, oak brush with pockets of ponderosa pine are common. Further south, the mesas cut 
by Brumley and Pack creeks and their tributaries leave a dissected landscape with exposure of erodible shale 
(LSMB_LTAG3). Pinyon, juniper, and sagebrush are common. A small sliver of LSMB_LTAG4 occurs on the 
southern edge of the management area where alluvial fans and pediments skirt the south mountain group. The fans 
are dissected by erosion. Pinyon, juniper, and sagebrush are the dominant vegetation. Glacial moraines and slide 
areas as well as wetlands are common in LSMB_LTAG5 which is found on the northern side of the Geographic 
Area. The dominant vegetation is aspen and mountain brush. LSMB_LTAG6 consists of a system of sandstone 
mesas and shallow shale valleys. The higher ridges are typically occupied by ponderosa pine while aspen, oak 
brush and grass occupy the valleys. Mill Creek has cut into the mesas on the west (LSMB_LTAG8). The 
escarpments and rock slopes of the lower sandstones face the surrounding desert on the north side of the La Sal 
Mountain Borderlands (LSMB_LTAG9). Those escarpments and slopes are composed of barren ground, pinyon 
and juniper, and sagebrush. Graben valleys and alluvial fans occur on the west side with pinyon and juniper and 
sagebrush. The La Sal Mountains subsection is formed by the three domed igneous mountain groups forming the 
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peaks of the La Sal Mountains. The LTA groups of this subsection are found on the eastern side of the Geographic 
Area. Aspen and oak brush are the dominant vegetation on the lower slopes. Where the alluvial fans and 
pediments merge with glacial moraines oak brush becomes the dominant vegetation (LSM_LTAG1). Douglas fir 
and spruce-fir are common on the mid-slopes and passes (LSM_LTAG2). Grass, forbs, and rock occupy the alpine 
peak environment (LSM_LTAG3). 

Management Challenges/Opportunities 
• Water diversions for culinary and agriculture purposes pose a substantial threat to the existence of 

area streams.  Where water was once diverted from these streams within the Moab Valley below, 
these diversion points are being transferred to the mountain, threatening to dewater springs and 
streams at a much higher elevation.   

• Willow Basin, a private inholding with numerous residences, presents several management 
challenges.  Fire protection (including secondary egress), vegetation and fuels management, culinary 
water needs, and the loss of Forest access across private land continue to increase with the 
development of private land.  Gates on private property precludes road access to several sections of 
National Forest System land.  

• High levels of use on some trails are beginning to create user conflicts. Recreation activities that draw 
visitors to the canyon rims affect a variety of resources (e.g., nesting raptors). 

• The sustainability of peat wetlands is especially vulnerable to fluctuations in water levels due to the 
number of water diversions in this geographic area. 

• Dispersed camping use in increasing in the MOGA and having impacts on resources. 

• Increased recreational activities are occurring within the Mount Peale RNA.  This increased 
recreational use is threatening has to potential to impact the fragile subalpine and alpine vegetation.  
Peak bagging, a popular sport for many recreationists, has resulted in cross country travel that may 
impact sensitive alpine habitats.  Requests are being received to permit organized recreation events 
such as “Adventure Races” through the area. 

• Rock climbing activities are increasing in this Management Area.  Climbing activities are expanding, 
creating potential resource conflicts. 

• Increasing climbing activities and associated trails is occurring in the Mill Creek Gorge RNA.  This 
recreational use has the potential to compromise the values and/or natural processes of the RNA. 

• Off-highway vehicle use is limited to Forest roads and motorized trails. Some unauthorized use is 
occurring which is impacting forest resources. 

• Private land with homes and development within the wildland-urban interface place an increased 
emphasis on fire and fuels management. 

• There is potential for conflicts between grazing use and recreational users in this area. 
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