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Introduction 
The term designated area refers to categories of area or feature established by, or pursuant to, statute, regulation, 
or policy.  Once established the designation continues until a subsequent decision by the appropriate authority 
removes the designation.  Land management plan decisions may include recommendations to establish additional 
or modify existing designated areas, but it is important to note that the deciding official generally does not have 
the authority to make such designations (Table 1).  Thus, changes in actual designations do not occur as part of the 
plan decision, though some designated areas may be formally designated or established concurrently with a plan 
decision. 

Table 1. Authority for Designations (this list is not exhaustive). 
Area Designation by 

National Monument Congressional Act or Executive Order 
National Recreation Area Congressional Act 

Wild and Scenic River Congressional Act 
Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas Congressional Act 

Designated Critical Habitat Director of Fish and Wildlife Service 
Inventoried Roadless Areas Secretary of Agriculture 

Experimental Forest or Range Chief of the Forest Service 
Research Natural Area Regional Forester 
National Scenic Byway Federal Highway Administration 

 

Definitions 

Designated Areas 
A designated area is an area or feature identified and managed to maintain its unique special character or purpose. 
Some categories of designated areas may be designated only by statute and some categories may be established 
administratively in the land management planning process or by other administrative processes of the Federal 
executive branch. Examples of statutorily designated areas are national heritage areas, national recreational areas, 
national scenic trails, wild and scenic rivers, wilderness areas, and wilderness study areas. Examples of 
administratively designated areas are experimental forests, research natural areas, scenic byways, botanical areas, 
and significant caves. 

 

Designated Areas 

Bears Ears National Monument (BENM) 
Bears Ears National Monument Management Plan (MMP) is being currently being drafted in a processes separate 
from Forest Plan Revision. Additional content aligning the two planning efforts will be forthcoming at a later 
date.  
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Wilderness Areas (WLD) 
Natural Processes dominate the relatively pristine lands within the wilderness.  Succession, fire, insects, disease, 
floods, and other natural processes and disturbance events shape the composition, structure, and landscape 
patterns of the vegetation. These areas contribute significantly to ecosystem and species diversity and 
sustainability, serve as habitat for fauna and flora, and offer wildlife corridors, reference areas, primitive 
recreation opportunities, self-reliance, and places for people seeking natural scenery and solitude. 

Existing Wilderness Areas—Dark Canyon 
Dark Canyon Wilderness characterized by deep sandstone canyons with vertical walls ranging from a few 
hundred to 3,000 feet in height, interspersed with pinyon-juniper trees on the benchlands.  The Dark Canyon 
Wilderness, designated by Congress in 1984, was the first major Colorado Plateau canyon added to the National 
Wilderness Preservation System.  

MAPS to BE INSERTED for EACH AREA 

Lands Recommended for Wilderness Designation 
Suitable lands have not yet been identified. 

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers (WSR) 
The Wild and Scenic River Act of 1968, as amended, seeks to protect and enhance a river’s natural and cultural 
values and to provide for public use consistent with its free-flowing character, its water quality, and its 
outstandingly remarkable values (ORVs). Designation affords certain legal protections from development.  Where 
private lands are involved, the federal managing agency works with local governments and owners to develop 
protective measures.  Designation neither prohibits development on private lands nor gives the federal 
government control over those private lands. 

Existing Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Congress has not designated any wild and scenic rivers on the Manti-La Sal National Forest. 

Eligible Wild and Scenic River Segments—Duck Fork Creek 
In 2003, 800 genetically pure Colorado River cutthroat trout were introduced into the Duck Fork Reservoir. These 
trout spawn upstream of the reservoir in the free-flowing portion of Duck Fork Creek. Using a fish trap located a 
few hundred meters upstream of the reservoir's inflow, this population of self-propagating Colorado River 
cutthroat trout is now used as a source of wild brood stock for conservation and restoration efforts by the Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources. Due the importance of this population, a fish outstandingly remarkable value 
(ORV) was identified for Duck Fork Creek upstream of the fish trap. The preliminary classification for this 1.2-
mile river segment is wild. There are no roads and the access at the downstream portion of the segment is by trail 
only. 

 

Research Natural Areas (RNA) 
Research Natural Areas on the Forest were have been designated by the Regional Forester with concurrence of the 
Research Station Director.  Brief descriptions of the Forest’s six established RNA’s follow. 
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Existing Research Natural Areas 

Cliff Dwellers Pasture 
Cliff Dwellers Pasture Research Natural Area is situated to the west of the high peaks of the Abajo Mountains, 
about 15 miles southwest of the town of Monticello.  The 264-acre area is rimmed by cliffs overlooking a valley 
bottom with a shallow water table and lush vegetation.  The cliffs are comprised of the massive, regionally 
prominent Navajo Sandstone.  The primary objective for establishing this RNA was to protect pinyon-juniper, 
oak-maple, and water birch plant communities.  The RNA also features over 190 species of vascular flora, 
including 13 trees and 47 shrubs. 

Elk Knoll 
Elk Knoll Research Natural Area was established in 1957, was one of the first RNAs established in Utah.  The 
purpose of the 40-acre area is to study the ecological trends of soil and vegetation protected from livestock 
grazing. The Elk Knoll Research Natural Area is located at the head of Manti Canyon, between Logger’s Fork and 
Lowery Fork, at an elevation of 10,200 ft. Management Emphasis under the 1986 LRMP included protection of 
soils through ground cover, research, study, observation, monitoring and/or interpretation of land and resources 
(III-83). 

Comparative data between 1991 and 1996 show a marked decline in frequency for 15 species (n=19). During this 
same period 2 species remained stable and two increased in frequency. One of the species with an increased 
frequency is Douglas’ knotweed, which is a low annual species with a low resource value rating. The other is 
Ligusticum, which is a perennial tall forb with a moderate resource value rating. 

Hideout Mesa 
Hideout Mesa Research Natural Area is located on a 360-acre sandstone mesa, was established for the study of 
two-needle pinyon pine and Utah juniper.  Mountain brush, Wyoming big sagebrush, and ponderosa pine are also 
present.  Approximately 75 percent of the Hideout Mesa RNA burned in the 2002 Hang Dog Fire.  Burned areas 
adjacent to the RNA have been seeded with desirable native species to stabilize soils and prevent the 
establishment and spread of noxious weeds and invasive species. 

Mill Creek Gorge 
Mill Creek Gorge Research Natural Area comprises 680-acres and offers the opportunity to study a steep gradient 
stream with strikingly contrasting vegetation.  Pinyon-juniper woodlands are found on the south-facing slopes 
while Douglas-fir, gambel oak, Utah serviceberry, and birchleaf mountain mahogany grow on the northerly 
aspects. 

Mount Peale 
Mount Peale Research Natural Area (2,380 acres) provides the opportunity to preserve and study several types of 
alpine herbaceous vegetation and high elevation stringers of spruce-fir.  Mount Peale also possesses cirque basins, 
rock glaciers, and expansive areas of talus.  The high peaks of the La Sal Mountains contain the only true alpine 
habitat on the Forest.  This habitat supports the entire worldwide distribution of the La Sal daisy, a Forest Service 
plant species of concern.  Sweet-flower rock-jasmine (Androsace chamaejasme var. carinata), a Forest Service 
plant species of interest, is also found within the Research Natural Area. 

Nelson Mountain 
Nelson Mountain Research Natural Area (480 acres) lies six miles southwest of Ferron on the eastern edge of the 
Wasatch Plateau. The Nelson Mountain Resource Natural Area was established to “protect ecosystem structure 
and function in some of the drier forest and woodland situations typical of parts of the Utah high plateaus” (Tuhy 
et al. 1987). Nelson Mountain is a small isolated mesa along the southeastern margin of the Wasatch Plateau. The 
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RNA supports a diverse assemblage of pristine woodlands and shrublands. Elevation within the RNA ranges from 
8700 feet (2650 m) along the western margin, up to 9070 feet (2765 m) atop an un-named knoll.  A number of 
unique or understudied plant communities occur within the Nelson Mountain RNA. Habitat types and 
communities consist of; two types in the white fir series (Abies concolor), two expressions of curl-leaf mountain 
mahogany (Cercocarpus ledifolius) woodland, mountain big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyana) and 
black sagebrush (Artemisia nova) shrublands, and sparsely-vegetated rocky- soil and rock-outcrop habitats. At the 
time of designation the site had not been grazed for 60 years (Tuhy 1987), it has now been 90 years.  In 2002 a 
wildfire burned approximately 165 acres along the North and East portion of the RNA.  This fire affected just less 
than 1/3 of the RNA. Golden eagles and the herb, Hymenoxys helenioides, occur within the area. 

The assessment for the 1987 designation identified the RNA as in a late seral state, with 67.4% of the site in late 
seral, 29.7% in mid seral, and 2.9% in early seral. Bare ground was reported at 41.7% in 1983 and 45.2% in 1992. 
The area was visited and photographed in 1997 and again in 2002 following a wildfire incident. 

Recommended Research Natural Areas 
Suitable lands have not yet been identified. 

 

National Scenic Byways (NSB) 

Existing National Scenic Byways—The Energy Loop 
The Energy Loop: Huntington and Eccles Canyons National Scenic Byway, located within the heart of Utah's 
energy producing country.  The scenic byway includes views of high elevation lakes, diverse vegetation, 
spectacular fall colors, and vertical cliffs and escarpments. 

Proposed National Scenic Byways 
Suitable lands have not yet been identified. 

 

National Recreation Trails (NRT) 

Existing National Recreation Trails 
Fish Creek National Recreation Trail and Left Fork of Huntington Creek National Recreation Trail were 
designated by the Chief of the Forest Service on September 14, 1979. 

Fish Creek   
The Fish Creek National Recreation Trail, located on the Ferron-Price Ranger District, generally parallels Fish 
Creek.  Approximately 10 miles in length, the trail climbs 1,100 feet from the trailhead at Fish Creek Campground 
(7,780 feet) to Skyline Drive (8,880 feet).  The vegetation ranges from willows and grass, along the stream 
course, to sagebrush/grass on the southern exposures of the canyon.  Aspen and aspen/mixed conifer stands occur 
as the elevation increases.  The trail is 12 to 18 inches wide and tread condition ranges from packed mineral soil 
to very rocky.  The level of difficulty varies from easy to moderate.  

Left Fork Huntington Creek 
The Left Fork of Huntington Creek National Recreation Trail, located along the Left Fork of Huntington Creek, is 
six miles in length and climbs 900 feet from the trailhead at the Forks of Huntington Campground (7,500 feet) to 
Millers Flat Reservoir (8,400 feet).  This trail is located on the Ferron-Price Ranger District. 
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One of the most popular day hikes on the Ferron-Price Ranger District, this trail was originally constructed to 
access the Millers Flat area for fire suppression activities and livestock grazing.  Numerous waterfalls and pools 
occur along the creek providing opportunities for photographers and anglers.  The Left Fork of Huntington Creek 
is a Blue Ribbon Fishery; brown, cutthroat, and rainbow trout inhabit these waters. 

Proposed National Recreation Trails 
Suitable lands have not yet been identified. 

 

Special Interest Areas (SIA) 

Existing Special Interest Areas 

Mont E. Lewis Botanical Area 
Mont E. Lewis Botanical Area (20 acres) is located on the Ferron-Price Ranger District in Scad Valley, within the 
Joe’s Valley graben.  A Forest road provides an interpretive sign and viewpoint. The area is situated in a montane 
cold-calcic spring and meadow site, with many species of plants (approx. 200). Several of these plant species are 
very rare and occur only on a few sites within the area. Some of the plants found here are not found outside arctic 
or alpine habitats. The meadow is well watered from springs arising along the eastern edge. Five different major 
meadow communities were identified; Caltha leptosepala-Cratoneuron, Deschampsia caespitosa, Poa pratensis-
Deschampsia, Salix boothii-Carex aquatilis, and Carex lanuginosa (Van Pelt et al. 1995). Professional and 
amateur students of Utah’s flora have opportunities for plant identification and site study. Management Emphasis 
under the 1986 LRMP included protection, research, study, observation, monitoring and/or interpretation of land 
and resources. Based upon review of ~2,000 photos, the Area appears to be in Properly Functioning Condition 
(PFC).  

Great Basin Station 
Great Basin Station—Historic District, built in 1912-16 and 1933-36, is located in Ephraim Canyon on the 
Sanpete Ranger District.  It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1996.  The historic district 
consists of the nine buildings at the experimental station headquarters and another 3 buildings called the Alpine 
Cabin complex located about three miles east of the headquarters complex near the head of Ephraim Canyon.  The 
national register district includes about 72 acres enclosing the headquarters complex and 18 acres enclosing the 
Alpine Cabin complex.  The Experimental Range was created by the Forest Service in 1912 to research watershed 
conditions.  The Station’s buildings provided living and laboratory space for the scientists, their families, and the 
station’s research technicians.  It was one of the first watershed research centers in the world, and its staff helped 
to develop the science of range management.  The Station’s history is on display in a small museum, which is 
open to visitors and event participants. 

The Great Basin Station is now under permit to Snow College, who operates it as a center for youth, community, 
and college events.  These events include environmental education activities as well as exposure to the history of 
the station.  Snow College maintains the buildings and ensures that they are used and contribute to the local 
community and to the mission of the college. 

Great Basin Experiment Station 
Great Basin Experiment Station was established in 1912 in Ephraim Canyon on the Sanpete Ranger District in 
order to study range conditions and to develop management actions that maintain or improve healthy watersheds.  
This 4,608 acre range provided a variety of conditions for observation and study.  Elevations rise 5,600 feet 
through nine life zones within about a 10 mile drive up Ephraim Canyon.  These zones were so close together and 
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easily accessed that they provided great diversity in plant species, soils, and climate, and provided the opportunity 
for convenient, efficient study of a wide variety of ecologically oriented problems of watershed management.  
Nearly 200 publications have resulted from research on this range so far, and Forest Service scientists and 
collaborators have made significant and lasting contributions to the development of the sciences of watershed and 
range management.  This has benefited land management and local economies throughout the world.  About one 
hundred years of detailed vegetation, soil, and climate data from the range is still available for research. 

Extensive research on the range continued until the 1970s; now scientists, including those from the Forest Service 
Rock Mountain Research Station, conduct fewer research projects on the experimental range.  Other multiple uses 
continue within its boundaries, including livestock grazing, fuels management, recreation, and special uses 
(particularly water collection and conveyance). 

Pinhook Battleground 
The Pinhook Battleground is located on the Moab Ranger District and is an eight acre area Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1981.  The site is the location of the last battle in a running fight between about 100 
Ute and Paiute men, women and children, and about 34 European American stockmen.  The fight took place 
across the northwestern flanks of the La Sal Mountains on June 15 - 16, 1881.  The site includes a small walled 
cemetery containing the remains of eight European Americans killed in the battle who are commemorated on a 
single headstone.  The burial locations of American Indian casualties are unknown.  The site has an interpretive 
sign describing the events leading up to and including the final battle, created in partnership with the Grand 
County Historic Preservation Commission in 2010. 

Grove of Aspen Giants Scenic Area 
Values used to establish this scenic area are no longer present, is currently being reviewed for removal. 
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