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Welcome to the first issue of the Forest Plan Revision Newsletter! These newsletters 

will provide information and updates about the Forest Plan revision process occurring 

on the Wayne National Forest, as well as detailing where the Forest Plan Revision 

Team currently is in the process. 

Forest Plans are integral to all national forests. A Forest Plan is a document that helps 

guide the decisions of the Forest Service. These plans lay out the “big picture” that 

helps direct where and under what conditions an activity or project can occur. Forest 

Plans also outline desired conditions on the national forest and the management 

objectives and standards to achieve those conditions.  

The Wayne National Forest’s previous Forest Plan was implemented in 2006. Forest 

Plans are revised and updated every 10-15 years. These revisions consider potentially 

changed conditions on the national forest, topics not previously addressed, and new 

scientific research available since the last plan.  

There are three phases of Forest Plan revision: 

assessment, plan development, and 

implementation and monitoring. Currently, the 

Wayne National Forest is in the assessment phase. 

This assessment includes an evaluation of the 

current ecological, economic, and social 

conditions of the national forest and surrounding 

landscapes in order to determine a need for 

change to the 2006 Forest Plan.  

During the revision process, the Forest Plan 

Revision Team will consult and collaborate with a 

variety of partners and stakeholders, including 

state and federal agencies, Native American 

Tribes, local universities, industries, organizations, 

and the public.  

Public participation is an important part of this 

revision process. Your input and feedback is 

welcomed throughout the entirety of the Forest 

Plan revision process. For more information on 

how to contact the Forest Plan Revision Team, 

check out the “Contact Us” box below!  

Figure 1: A view along the Wildcat  

Hollow Trail, Athens Unit. Photo credit:  

Kyle Brooks 

Stay  

Updated! 

 The Forest Plan Revision 
Team holds monthly 

updates on the revision 
process. All are welcome 

to attend the webinar or 
conference call on the 

first Wednesday of 
each month at either 

12:00 PM or 7:00 PM 
EST.  

 To participate in updates, 
call 1 (888) 844-9904 

and enter the access 
code 296-1260# 

 Join the webinar by 

clicking the link found on 
the revision webpage 

(see “Contact Us” 
below). 

Did you  

know... 

There are 832,147 acres 

contained within the 

Proclamation Boundary, but 

Wayne National Forest 

only owns about 245,000 of 

those acres. This means 

effective management of the 

ecosystems found within 

the Proclamation Boundary 

requires shared 

stewardship. 

Contact Us:  

1) Online: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning 

2) E-Mail:  WaynePlanRevision@fs.fed.us 

3) Call:  (740) 753-0555  

4) Write: Wayne National Forest Supervisor’s Office, c/o Forest Plan Revision                    

Team, 13700 US Hwy 33, Nelsonville, OH 45764 



Timeline 

The Forest Plan Revision Team at the Wayne National Forest is currently in the assessment phase. 

Below is a general timeline of the revision process; please note that dates are subject to change. 

Assessment Phase 
 February 2019 – Release of the draft 

assessment, species of conservation 

concern, wilderness inventory, wild 

and scenic river inventory, and need 

for change. 

 45-day official public comment 

period after the release of the draft 

assessment and need for change. 

 May/June 2019 – Release of the final 

assessment and need for change. 

Plan Development Phase 
 July 2019 – March 2020 – work 

with the public to develop alternatives 

for the revised Forest Plan (WNF staff 

will provide initial proposal to assist 

the public in the alternative development process). 

 March 2020 – December 2020 – development of environmental impact statement (EIS) that 

analyzes the environmental, economic, and social impacts of alternatives for the revised Forest 

Plan. The EIS development process includes the following:  

 60-day official public scoping period to identify focus areas and issues to be analyzed in 

the EIS. 

 90-day official public comment period on the draft EIS.  

 60-day official objection period on the draft record of decision/final EIS. 

 Spring 2021 – Final EIS and Record of Decision for the revised Forest Plan. 

Implementation and Monitoring Phase 
 2021 and Beyond – Implement the revised Forest Plan and monitor the results.  

Photo credit:  Kyle Brooks 

Figure 2 - Forest Plan Revision Team members Dan Giannamore (left) 

and Patrick Mercer (right) examining maps for the  

wilderness inventory process. 



Wilderness Areas and National Wild & Scenic Rivers 

The process of Forest Plan revision includes more than just the Forest Plan! Also included in revision process 

are two concurrent processes identifying and evaluating lands that may be suitable for designation as a    

wilderness area or a national wild and scenic river.  

Generally speaking, both of these additional processes include making an inventory of all the land and named 

streams found in the Wayne National Forest, filtering out those lands and streams that do not meet the re-

quirements put forth by Congress, evaluating the lands which do meet the requirements, and analyzing how 

designating those areas would impact the national forest, with public input at each stage. The final step is the 

recommendation to Congress of which areas—if any—should be considered for designation.  

Can the Forest Service designate a wilderness area or national wild and scenic river? No; in fact, only     

Congress can designate either of those. All the Forest Service can do is recommend areas which meet the 

requirements laid out by various laws. 

Species of Conservation Concern 

Creating a species of conservation concern (SCC) 

list is also a component of the overall Forest Plan 

revision process. The species of conservation  

concern designation is relatively new and replaces 

the Forest Service’s “Regional Forester Sensitive 

Species” designation. 

A species of conservation concern is a plant or  

animal for which there are concerns about its  

ability to remain on a landscape over time. Each 

forest develops its own SCC list, and this list must 

be approved at the regional level.  

By definition, a “species of conservation concern” 

cannot be a species that is already federally listed, 

proposed, or is a candidate species under the  

Endangered Species Act. The goal of designating a 

species as a species of conservation concern is to 

prevent that species from becoming federally listed. 

To create the list of species of conservation  

concern for the Wayne National Forest, the  

Forest Plan Revision Team will be examining the 

status of species found on the Forest. A variety of 

sources will be reviewed, including status assess-

ments, field surveys, and population estimates, to 

help inform the Wayne’s SCC process. 

Figure 3 - The state endangered Green Salamander (top) and 
state threatened Yellow Gentian (bottom). Both are examples 
of regionally rare species found on the Wayne National For-
est. These and other species are being reviewed for potential 
designation as a species of conservation concern for the 
Wayne National Forest. Photo credits: Kyle Brooks 



Working Groups 

As we continue the Forest Plan Revision process, we have developed a series of working groups to help 
compile information and input throughout the assessment phase. There are nine Wayne National Forest  
organized working groups that are open to the public. Anyone with an interest in one or more of the  
groups is welcomed to join, but note that the deadline to sign up for the orientation mailing list has passed 
(Sept. 14). You may still join one or more groups, but be aware that orientation and one or more meetings 
may have already passed. For more information about participating in these groups, please email  
WaynePlanRevision@fs.fed.us. Below is a list of the working groups and the topics they will address.  

Wayne National Forest Working Groups 
Air Quality, Water Quality, & Water Supply Working Group: will cover resource topic areas per-

taining to management that ensures regular water supply (surface and groundwater) and water quality for 

people, plants, and animals. Two additional sub-components of this work will include: 

 The capacity of forests to reduce flood risk and focus on whether current management is suffi-

cient in achieving that outcome.

 Current condition of air quality, its effect on forest resources, and whether current management

activities can help mitigate the impacts of regional air pollution.

Biodiversity & Forest Health Working Group: will provide information that helps evaluate conditions 

and trends relevant to forests, wildlife, and plants. Topics within this group will include biodiversity, forest 

health, forest management, prescribed fire as a management tool, non-native invasive species, climate change, 

and wildlife and plant habitat and populations. 

Local Culture & Heritage Working Groups: will ensure that the assessment is inclusive of local per-

spectives across southeast Ohio where there is a National Forest presence. These groups will focus on sus-

tainable economic development, local culture and heritage, and the condition and trends of anthropological 

or archaeological resources. 

Renewable Energy Working Group: will assess the potential for alternative sources of energy in the 

study area derived from natural resources, including solar, wind, biomass, and geothermal sources. 

Outdoor Recreation Working Group: will examine conditions and trends and evaluate whether current 

management activities are sufficient in providing recreational opportunities.  

Wild & Scenic Rivers Working Group: will evaluate whether named streams and tributaries on the For-

est meet the national criteria for potential federal designation as “Wild & Scenic”. 

Wilderness Working Group: will evaluate an inventory of potential parcels of National Forest System 

land and whether any of them meet the national criteria for potential federal designation as Wilderness areas. 

Technical Working Group 

A Non-Renewable Energy & Minerals group of technical specialists will provide information to support 

development of a Reasonably Foreseeable Development Scenario (RFDS) based on current and future indus-

try projections, geological capacity for production, and technological capability. 

Citizen-Initiated Groups 

A local citizen expressed interest in forming a working group titled Sustainable Economies, Ecological 

Forest Management & Climate Protection. This group will focus on assessing whether current man-

agement practices are safeguarding natural resources in a sustainable manner while providing lasting econom-
ic benefit to communities. 



Forest 
Service 

General Plan Revision Questions 

 Are all dates I see set in stone? 

Not necessarily. Many of the dates in the 

timeline are targets, not hard deadlines. As 

such, some dates will change as needed to 

make sure we are producing a sound 

product. However, the lengths of official 

comment periods will not change.  

 How long will the revision process take? 

We are aiming to finish the process in 2 - 3 

years.  

 Is the Forest Service working alone in this process? 

No, we are working with a variety of 

partners and stakeholders, including Tribes, 

various local, state and federal agencies, 

universities and colleges, industries, 

organizations, and the public. 

 Is the assessment the revised Forest Plan? 

No. The assessment is the first part of the revision process. An assessment attempts to rapidly assess 

the current conditions of the national forest and identify any changes that might have occurred since 

the previous plan, including new scientific research or topics not covered in the previous Forest Plan. 

Development of the revised Forest Plan is the second part of the revision process. 

 Once implemented, is the revised Forest Plan final? 

Not necessarily. Under the 2012 Planning Rule, Forest Plans use “adaptive management” techniques. 

Adaptive management allows for the Forest Plan to be amended if monitoring reveals that desired 

conditions are not being met. 

Getting Involved 

 How can I get involved? 

There are many ways to get involved, including sending in comments or input and attending 

conference calls and in-person meetings. For more info, see the “Contact Us” box on the first page, 

or visit our Forest Plan revision page.  

 What kind of information is the Forest Plan Revision Team looking for when it comes to the assessment? 

We are seeking scientific literature that might be relevant to the process, local knowledge about 

the Wayne National Forest, and other sources of information the public deems relevant.  

Frequently Asked Questions 

  

Figure 4 - The Forest Plan Revision Team with members of the 

North Country Trail Association, Buckeye Trail Association, 

and National Park Service on a trip to discuss the  

Buckeye Trail & North Country Trail. 

Information about the Forest Plan revision process, updates, and an electronic 

version of this newsletter can be found at  

www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning

Wayne National Forest 

    13700 US Hwy 33, Nelsonville, OH 45764 

Voice  740-753-0101 

www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning 

USDA is an equal opportunity 

provider, employer, and lender. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning


 

 

Meet the Forest Plan Revision Team 

Figure 5 - The core members of the Forest Plan Revision Team. From left to right: Patrick Mercer, Dan Giannamore,  

Jonas Epstein, Katrina Schultes, Kyle Brooks, Rachel Neuenfeldt, Dawn McCarthy, and Lori Swiderski. 

The Forest Plan Revision Team consists of specialists with diverse educational and experiential backgrounds, 

including planners, biologists, an economist, interns, Forest Service leadership, and partnership and community 

relations specialists. The members of the team bring a wide range of perspectives and knowledge to the revision 

process. Later newsletters will spotlight specific members, so stay tuned! 

Visit our Forest Plan Revision webpage for more 

information and the most recent updates!  

Visit: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/

landmanagement/planning

Do you want to see us include a topic in an  

upcoming newsletter?  

If so, send your suggestion to  

WaynePlanRevision@fs.fed.us 

 

Wayne National Forest 
13700 US Hwy 33 
Nelsonville, OH 45764 
Phone: 740-753-0101(front desk) 

Fax: 740-753-0119 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning



