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                        August 1, 2017 
 
Dear Interested Citizen, 
The Siskiyou Mountains Ranger District, Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest and the Ashland Field 
Office, Medford District, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) are requesting your comments regarding 
the proposed Upper Applegate Watershed Restoration Project. This request initiates the scoping process 
under the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the associated 
implementation regulations. Scoping is a procedure by which the Forest Service and BLM identify 
important issues and determines the extent of analysis necessary for an informed decision on a proposed 
action. It is anticipated that a decision under NEPA would be based on an Environmental Assessment 
(EA). 

Background 
The planning process for the 52,000 acre Upper Applegate watershed (see Figure 1) is a collaborative 
effort between stakeholders and federal agencies that incorporates an all-lands approach to address 
landscape resilience to disturbance and climate change. Multiple public workshops beginning in January 
2016 were held to provide the opportunity for early public engagement to integrate community values in 
the development of project proposals in the Upper Applegate watershed. A “benefits from nature” concept 
was integrated into this planning process to underscore relationships between ecological, social and 
economic conditions in and around the planning area. “Benefits from nature” are the goods and services 
that people receive from natural systems. In addition to building relationships with the local communities, 
a goal of this effort was to identify important values (or benefits) provided by the landscape, highlight 
how management activities across program areas support these benefits, and design a collaborative 
restoration proposal that sustains these values over time. Using this approach, the agencies hope to 
highlight the goods and services provided by forests to communities.  
Additionally, this collaborative work within the Upper Applegate utilizes adaptive management 
principles. Adaptive management is a process that bases management actions on clearly defined outcomes 
and monitoring to determine if actions are meeting desired goals, and if not, to facilitate changes in 
management that will best ensure those outcomes are met. 
The “benefits from nature” concept aligns well with goals in existing plans and strategies – i.e., to manage 
the land adaptively to achieve social and ecological sustainability. In addition to the Rogue River1 
National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (as amended by the Northwest Forest Plan) and the 
BLM’s 2016 Southwestern Oregon Resource Management Plan, the following documents were used 
during the planning process: The Applegate Adaptive Management Area Guide, the Applegate Valley 
Strategic Plan, and the Applegate Fire Plan.  
Through the community workshops, the following values were identified as high priority for the Upper 
Applegate watershed: These values are organized into three major themes:  

• Water and Aquatic Habitat 
o Water quality and quantity 

                                                           
1 Although the Rogue River and Siskiyou National Forests were combined to create the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest, 
the land management plans are still separate plans. For this area, the Rogue River National Forest Land and Resource 
Management Plan (1990) provides guidance for activities. 
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• Terrestrial Biodiversity 
o Late-successional forests (northern spotted owl habitat). 
o Plant and animal biodiversity. 
o Important ecological connectivity corridors. 

• Community and Culture. 
o Recreation opportunities (motorized and non-motorized). 
o Roadless and unmanaged areas. 
o A sustainable flow of goods and services. 
o Human life and property. 

Community members identified and prioritized threats to these values. Threats were categorized as either 
environmental / ecological, management practices, or social. Environmental threats include high severity 
wildfire, overstocking (overly dense timbered stands), drought, and climate change. Threats related to 
management practices include fire suppression (lack of a disturbance process), single species management 
(including clearcutting or unsustainable management practices), and a fragmented approach to 
management (not taking a landscape approach). Social threats include impacts from unmanaged 
recreation (illegal or unauthorized camping, garbage, vandalism, and motorized use) and lack of agency 
capacity to complete restoration work.  
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Figure 1. Upper Applegate Watershed Planning Area 
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Purpose and Need for Action 
Over one hundred years of fire exclusion, subsequent fuel accumulations, and natural and human-
caused disturbances in this watershed’s ecosystem now present conditions that could substantially 
interrupt the conditions and processes that provide important nature’s benefits. The underlying need for 
action is to restore structure and processes in the Upper Applegate watershed, to provide for 
landscape conditions resilient to disturbances over time, and provide for a sustainable flow of goods and 
services. 
The Purpose of the action is to protect and enhance the important community and agency identified 
values through the attainment of the following goals: Note: the map reference at the end of each 
description. This reference ties to the description of proposed activities and the map. 

Water and Aquatic Habitat – Improve watershed conditions and reduce road-related impacts to 
natural resources. To achieve this, there is a need to: 

• Minimize road-related impacts on water quality and quantity and aquatic habitat. (A3) 
• Maintain or improve important aquatic habitat features so they are sustainable over time. (A5, 

A6) 
Terrestrial Biodiversity – Improve ecosystem resilience and function at the landscape scale in order 
to sustain healthy forests and watersheds for future generations. To achieve this, there is a need to: 

• Manage forest structure and species composition to increase biodiversity. (T1, T2, T6, T8) 
• Restore fire-adaptive species in the ecosystems, thereby encouraging more fire-resilient forests 

allowing the re-establishment of the ecological role of fire. (T3, T8) 
• Develop and maintain habitat connectivity corridors. (T2, T6, T8) 
• Maintain/enhance late-successional habitat. (T3) 
• Protect legacy features such as ponderosa and sugar pine, and oak savannas. (T1, T8) 
• Minimize introduction and spread of non-native species including noxious weeds. (T4) 
• Restore landscapes to more resilient conditions by providing a mosaic of seral stages. (T6, T8) 

Community and Culture – Provide protection to communities at risk from wildland fire, provide for 
sustainable recreation opportunities, and to improve community awareness for stewardship of the 
land to foster a respect for ecosystems and the processes that maintain them. To achieve this, there is 
a need to: 

• Reduce risk to communities and other developed areas from wildland fire. (C1, C2) 
• Provide sustainable recreation opportunities in response to changing demand. (C3, C6, C7) 
• Minimize illegal activities (e.g., OHV use in closed areas; camping longer than permitted at a 

site or in an unauthorized area; trash dumping; etc.). (C4)  
• Promote small innovative forest products and restoration by-products. (C5) 
• Foster collaborative approach to land management. (Community engagement plan)  
• Improve community awareness of our stewardship of the land and foster a respect for 

ecosystems and the processes that maintain them. (Community engagement plan) 

Proposed Action 
In order to conserve or promote resiliency in ecosystems, the Forest Service and the BLM, in 
collaboration with local communities and stakeholders, identified opportunities to achieve the restoration 
of physical and biological processes and patterns that create and maintain diverse networks of habitats and 
populations while also recognizing the need for protection of socio-economic values. The Proposed 
Action is designed to achieve the Purpose and Need to a high degree, while minimizing adverse 
environmental impacts.  
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This analysis is being done at the 52,000-acre watershed scale. Treatments identified in the Proposed 
Action would occur on federal lands in the analysis area. A suite of management tools will be analyzed so 
that the effects of various implementation approaches can be evaluated. In the long-term, it is anticipated 
that the activities proposed herein will facilitate a return to conditions where natural disturbance processes 
can play a more natural role as a basic functional process within the ecosystem. 
Applicable Forest Plan and Resource Management Plan standards and guidelines, mitigation measures, 
and Best Management Practices would be used to minimize adverse effects from the proposed treatments. 
Additional design features identified during the collaborative process would also be utilized where 
appropriate. 
Restoring biological, physical, and chemical processes and functions to ensure the long-term ecological 
sustainability of the public lands in the Upper Applegate watershed is important to the Forest Service, the 
BLM, and the community. Commodity production derived from the implementation of this proposal 
would occur as a by-product of management to restore the ecological integrity of the watershed and to 
provide for public safety. 
Table 1 lists the proposed activities that would occur on federally-managed lands and be included in this 
analysis. The table describes the goals to protect, enhance, or maintain the important values for each of 
the three themes listed above. Opportunities identified by the community and the agencies address the 
needs associated with those key values. Additionally, potential benefits from nature that would be 
addressed by those activities are also identified. A map of the proposed activities is attached. 
Note: acreages listed in the table may change depending on site conditions as additional review of 
potential treatment areas is completed. 
Table 1. List of proposed activities 

Purpose 
Map 

Reference Proposed Action Opportunity Estimated Outcomes 
Benefits from 

Nature 

Water and 
Aquatic 
Habitat: Improve 
watershed 
conditions and 
reduce road-related 
impacts to natural 
resources. 

A-3 

Restore or repair road related impacts 
on the following roads: 
Boaz Gulch - BLM Road 39-3-27, 1 
A-2 39-3-27.01 B, Beaver Creek – FS 
Road 2000920, BLM Road 40-2-18.0, 
BLM Road 40-3-12.3, BLM Road 40-
3-12.2, BLM Road 40-3-12.0, Star 
Gulch - BLM Road 39-4-13.0, BLM 
Road 39-4-13.1, BLM Road 39-4-
23.1, BLM Road 39-4-22.1, BLM 
Road 39-4-22.4, BLM Road 39-3-28 
F1 and F2, BLM Road 39-4-22.0 A1 
and A2, Applegate River: 
Unnumbered spur, (this road is 
located across from Jackson 
Campground), FS Road 1010500. 

Improves drainage structures on 
existing roads, reduces the 
potential for future road-related 
failures, and reduce impacts to 
water quality and aquatic habitat 
by decreasing the amount of 
sediment delivered to streams 
 
Would also improve groundwater 
storage by preventing 
interception and runoff. 

• Wild fish. 
• Clean cold 

water. 
• Water storage 

and regulation. 
• Aquatic species 

and habitat 
diversity. 

• Aesthetics. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Jobs. 

A-5 

In over-stocked riparian areas, treat 
smaller diameter material to reduce 
the “wick” effect and promote larger 
trees. This would result in treatment 
of up to an estimated 400-700 acres. 
 
Would treat to enhance hardwood 
species as well as conifer species. 

Treating stands dominated by 
seedlings, saplings, and poles in 
Riparian Reserves would 
accelerate development of 
desired vegetative conditions, 
which include improved stand 
conditions; expedited growth of 
residual trees; hardwood 
promotion, and enhanced fire 
resiliency on approximately 17% 
of Riparian Reserves in the 
watershed. 

• Wild fish. 
• Stream 

temperature 
(clean, cold 
water). 

• Aquatic species 
and habitat 
diversity. 

• Aesthetics. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Jobs. 
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Purpose 
Map 

Reference Proposed Action Opportunity Estimated Outcomes 
Benefits from 

Nature 

A-6 

Instream work to provide for habitat 
enhancement for native fishes and to 
restore hydrologic function, including 
dynamic channel processes. 
 
Further mapping and fieldwork to 
identify opportunities within the 
planning area is ongoing. 

Improves the distribution and 
quantity of high-quality fish 
habitat across the landscape for 
all life stages of ESA-listed, 
Special Status Species, and 
other fish species; maintains and 
restores access to stream 
channels for all life stages of 
aquatic species; and maintains 
water quality within the range of 
natural variability that meets 
Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality (ODEQ) 
water quality standards. 

• Wild fish. 
• Clean cold 

water. 
• Water storage 

and flow 
regulation. 

• Aquatic species 
and habitat 
diversity. 

• Aesthetics. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Jobs. 

Terrestrial 
Biodiversity: 
Improve ecosystem 
resilience and 
function at the 
landscape scale in 
order to sustain 
healthy forests and 
watersheds for 
future generations. 

T-1 

Augment native plant populations by 
out-planting at strategic sites. 
 
Reintroduce fire in key habitat areas 
within the landscape 
 
This action would treat an estimated 
500 to 700 acres of Fritillaria gentneri 
habitat through a combination of 
thinning and burning. 
 
Passive restoration is the use of 
natural processes, sequences, and 
timing, which occurs after the removal 
or reduction of adverse stresses 
without other specific remedial action. 

Enhances habitat and population 
viability for the Endangered plant 
Fritillaria gentneri within 10%-
13% of the mapped potential 
habitat in the watershed. 
 
5 populations of Fritillaria 
gentneri augmented through 
planting. 
 
Increases or maintains plant 
species richness, composition 
and cover within 10% of the 
landscape mapped as native 
plant community biodiversity 
hotspots. 
 
Approximately 1,900-2,200 acres 
of native plant communities 
would be enhanced using 
prescribed fire and 
approximately 2,000-3,000 acres 
would be enhanced through 
passive restoration techniques. 
 
Sustains opportunities for plant-
related recreation and wildflower 
viewing. 

• Biodiversity. 
• Cultural and 

intrinsic values. 
• Scientific and 

educational. 
• Nutrient 

cycling/Soil 
fertility. 

• Water quality. 
• Plant/Pollinator 

mutualism. 
• Traditional 

cultural uses. 
• Food and 

medicines. 
• Recreation. 

T-2 

Enhance pollinator habitat to focus on 
monarch butterfly habitat and other 
native pollinators by planting and 
seeding native pollinator plants. A 
low-intensity prescribed burn in the 
fall to burn grassy fine fuels would 
improve the site before seeding. 
Approximately 20-25 acres would be 
treated. 
 
Monitor native flowering plant and 
shrub responses to thinning and 
burning activities.  Response with 
increased native flowering and nectar 
plants is desirable.  Take steps to 
control and eradicate invasive plants.  
Identify opportunities to seed or plant 

Would enhance pollinator habitat 
on 5 sites in the Upper 
Applegate Valley (Flumet Flat 
Campground, Jackson 
Campground, Kanaka Gulch 
Flat/Kanaka Gulch and Nick 
Wright Flat). 
 
Pollinator habitat and native 
plants would be improved in 
strategic areas within the 
watershed. 

• Wildlife species 
diversity. 

• Cultural and 
intrinsic values. 

• Natural pest 
control. 

• Scientific and 
educational. 

• Nutrient 
cycling/Soil 
fertility. 

• Recreation and 
public health. 
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Purpose 
Map 

Reference Proposed Action Opportunity Estimated Outcomes 
Benefits from 

Nature 
natives in treated areas where 
appropriate. Approximately 100-500 
acres could be identified. 
 

T-3 

Mechanical thinning and prescribed 
fire would be used to promote the 
recovery of late-successional habitat 
and provide for resilience or the ability 
to recover. Resilience also refers to 
the capacity to return to a condition 
that provides structure and processes 
following disturbance. 
 
Up to an estimated 1,500 acres would 
be treated by thinning from below that 
would result in a commercial by-
product. 
 
Up to an estimated 400-500 acres 
would be treated that would result in 
no commercial by-product with the 
possible exception of firewood. 
 
Additionally, prescribed fire would be 
used on approximately 3,500-6,000 
acres to enhance and maintain 
resilient conditions. 

Treatment would enhance forest 
complexity and diversity in un-
managed forested stands. 
Variable density management 
would involve the selective 
removal of some trees within a 
forested stand to increase 
spacing and accelerate growth in 
the crowns and root systems of 
the remaining trees. This would 
primarily involve smaller 
diameter trees in overly-dense 
stands. Variable density 
management is used to improve 
forest health of stands, to open 
the forest canopy for selected 
trees, to accelerate growth to 
maintain desired seral 
conditions, or to attain late-
successional characteristics for 
biological diversity. Prescribed 
fire would be allowed to regulate 
the existing fuel profile and to 
create more of a mosaic of fuel 
loadings and canopy closures. 

• Timber 
products. 

• Wildlife species 
diversity and 
late-
successional 
habitat. 

• Jobs.  
• Water storage 

and flow 
regulation  

• Climate 
regulation. 

• Biodiversity. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Cultural and 

intrinsic values. 

T-4 

Treatment of existing known 
populations of noxious weeds on 
approximately 300-350 acres. 
 

Treatment would reduce invasive 
plant cover by 70% in known 
infestations. Revegetation after 
removal of invasive plants 
utilizing native shrubs and forbs 
will provide a collateral benefit to 
pollinators. Work with private 
landowners would help 
implement an “all-lands” 
approach to noxious weed 
treatments. Would identify new 
infestations for future treatments. 

• Native plant 
species diversity 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetics. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Wildlife species 

diversity and 
habitat. 

• Pollination. 
• Hydrologic 

function. 

T-5 

Mechanical thinning and prescribed 
fire in previously managed stands 
would enhance forest complexity and 
diversity in homogenous forests. 
 
Approximately 300-400 acres would 
be treated by thinning from below that 
would result in a commercial by-
product. 
 
An estimated 2,500-3,000 acres 
would be treated that would result in 
no commercial by-product with the 
possible exception of firewood. 
 
Prescribed fire would enhance and 
maintain resilient conditions. 

Would place young stands on 
developmental paths toward 
improved vigor, increased 
growth, greater resistance to 
disturbance, and desired species 
composition and structure. 
Would treat up to 90% of 
previously managed stands. 
Opportunities for firewood 
gathering made available. 
Approximately 25% of the 
plantations to be treated are in 
Riparian Reserves and 
treatments would include 
improved stand conditions; 
expedited growth of residual 

• Traditional 
cultural and 
forest products. 

• Timber 
products. 

• Wildlife species 
diversity and 
habitat. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Climate 

regulation. 
• Stream 

temperature 
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Purpose 
Map 

Reference Proposed Action Opportunity Estimated Outcomes 
Benefits from 

Nature 
trees; and enhanced fire 
resiliency (refer to A-5). 

(clean, cold 
water). 

• Aquatic species 
and habitat 
diversity. 

T-6 

Implement meadow and wetland 
restoration projects with an emphasis 
on the removal of encroaching 
conifers.  
 
Many of these habitats overlap with 
the botanical hotspot mapping 
referenced above in T-1. 
 
Further mapping and fieldwork to 
identify wetlands within the planning 
area is ongoing 

 
Treats encroached meadows 
and wetlands. Limits tree 
encroachment on meadow 
habitat. Improves foraging 
potential by planting native 
species and cutting back 
encroachment of shrubs and 
trees. Improves water storage 
and filtration. 

• Traditional 
cultural and 
forest products. 

• Timber 
products. 

• Wildlife species 
diversity and 
habitat. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Water storage 

and quality. 
• Climate 

regulation. 

T-8 

Enhance hardwood and oak and pine 
stands through the use of prescribed 
fire and thinning. 
 
Up to an estimated 1,500 acres of 
oak and pine enhancement would be 
accomplished using prescribed fire. 
 
Hardwood enhancement would occur 
on approximately 250-350 acres 
utilizing mechanical thinning. 

These treatments would maintain 
and enhance oak and other 
hardwoods, as well as pine, in 
order to promote local special 
status plant species. This would 
be accomplished by a 
combination of the use of 
prescribed fire and only thinning 
or removal of conifers in other 
units. 

• Traditional 
cultural and 
forest products. 

• Timber 
products. 

• Wildlife species 
diversity and 
habitat. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Climate 

regulation. 

Community 
and Culture: 
Provide protection 
to communities at 
risk from wildland 
fire, provide for 
sustainable 
recreation 
opportunities, and 
to improve 
community 
awareness for 
stewardship of the 
land to foster a 
respect for 
ecosystems and the 
processes that 
maintain them. 

C-1 

Maintenance thinning and fuels 
reduction will occur on approximately 
2,500-3,000 acres previously treated 
under the Upper Applegate Road 
Hazardous Fuel Project (2008). 

Provides added protection to 
structures and forest resources 
within the Wildland Urban 
Interface. This work would 
include maintenance burning of 
previously treated units. The Fire 
Learning Network Demonstration 
Units will be used to engage the 
community in discussions. 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Public health. 
• Forest products. 

C-2 

Maintenance of fuels in previously 
treated areas using prescribed fire. 
 
Approximately 4,000-5,000 acres 
would be maintained. 

Fuels treatments would reduce 
wildfire hazard, risk, and 
negative impacts to communities 
and infrastructure and 
landscapes, improve biodiversity, 
and minimize impacts to highly 
valued resources including water 
quality and quantity, recreation 
use, and late-successional 
habitat. Participation with 
communities bordering federal 
lands in partnership with local 
stakeholders would reduce risks 
and threats from wildland fire. 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
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Purpose 
Map 

Reference Proposed Action Opportunity Estimated Outcomes 
Benefits from 

Nature 

C-3 

Provide additional opportunities for 
non-motorized recreation by utilizing 
historic ditch locations or abandoned 
roads for trails. 
 
Approximately 16-18 miles of 
locations have been identified. A 
maintenance strategy will be 
developed for existing and new trails. 

New non-motorized trail 
construction/designation 
including the “Tallowbox Trail” 
and the “Applegate Ditch Trail” 
including trailheads at Flumet 
Flat, Kanaka Flat, and Brushy 
Gulch would provide increased 
opportunities for non-motorized 
recreation in the Upper 
Applegate watershed. Trails 
could be utilized during 
prescribed burning and 
emergency firefighting 
operations. 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Prescribed fire 

infrastructure. 

C-4 

Decommission select OHV trails and 
restore dispersed recreation use 
area.  
 
Approximately 5-8 miles of routes 
would be decommissioned to 
eliminate use. 

An existing unauthorized OHV 
trail extends from Charlie Buck 
(FS Road 2000940) to Boulder 
City. Another unauthorized route 
near Brushy Gulch would be 
rehabilitated. These routes are 
not authorized in the Siskiyou 
Mountain Ranger District 
Motorized Vehicle Use Map 
(MVUM) and would be 
decommissioned and monitored 
by law enforcement. The Placer 
dispersed use area would be 
evaluated by the Forest Cultural 
Resource specialist and work 
would be consistent with cultural 
resource values. 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Enhanced 

habitat 
connectivity. 

• Improved water 
quality and 
storage. 

C-5 

Identify special forest products 
gathering areas in collaboration with 
tribes and other user groups. 

Treatments to enhance product 
gathering potential would be 
evaluated. Coordination would 
occur to co-locate these areas 
where fuel reduction is needed.  
A communication strategy would 
be developed. 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Cultural 

resources. 

C-6 

Restore/re-establish trail near McKee 
Bridge Picnic Area. 
 
Approximately ¼ miles of trail would 
be re-established. 

Would re-establish the trail from 
Eastside Road to McKee Bridge 
Picnic Area that allows access to 
the picnic area. 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 

C-7 

New single track motorized use trail 
construction/designation. 
 
New single track motorized use trail 
authorization would construct 
approximately 3-4 miles of new trails 
that provide connections to other 
motorized routes.  
 
This would also re-open 
approximately 3-5 miles of 

Would provide additional 
motorized use opportunities. One 
segment would be south of Boaz 
Mountain to connect to FS Road 
20 and BLM Road 39-3-27.2 and 
two short spurs to connect FS 
Road 2000200 to 2000310 and 
FS Road 2000700 to 2000400.  
Trails could be utilized during 
prescribed burning and 

• Environmental 
education. 

• Jobs. 
• Aesthetic and 

spiritual values. 
• Recreation and 

public health. 
• Prescribed fire 

infrastructure. 
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Purpose 
Map 

Reference Proposed Action Opportunity Estimated Outcomes 
Benefits from 

Nature 
abandoned trails and utilize 4-6 miles 
of existing roads as motorized trails. 

emergency firefighting 
operations. 
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Ongoing or Potential Activities within the Upper Applegate Watershed 
During the collaborative planning process, actions that were analyzed under previous NEPA decisions2, 
or do not require NEPA analysis, were identified by the agencies and community. These actions include: 

• Conduct an inventory and analysis of transportation systems to identify problem areas and 
opportunities for decommissioning, closure, or upgrade (i.e., surfacing, hydrological disconnect, 
change maintenance levels). A preliminary analysis has been conducted on National Forest lands.  
A more detailed analysis will look at recommendations from the earlier analysis and carry forward 
proposals to include in the NEPA analysis for the Upper Applegate Planning Area. 

• Consider re-introduction of beaver or beaver analogs where appropriate (Beaver Creek/Star Gulch 
are candidates). This would require additional consultation with Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. 

• Continue to implement the Upper Applegate Road Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project. It provides 
added protection to structures and forest resources within the Wildland Urban Interface. This 
ongoing work includes maintenance burning of previously treated units. 

• The Fire Learning Network Demonstration Units compare various fuels reduction treatments side-
by-side; the Forest Service and BLM will use these examples to engage the community in 
discussions. 

• Continue to implement projects with current NEPA on BLM-administered lands including noxious 
weed treatments, fuels treatments, realignment of instream structures that have been displaced due 
to high water, road restoration, and road maintenance. 

• Develop a community engagement plan. This plan would foster the sharing of current information 
to the community and stakeholders. This plan would outline strategies and actions to support 
collaboration and provide for the exchange of knowledge and resources 

 
How Can You Participate? 
We are now in the scoping phase of the environmental analysis under NEPA.  We are interested in 
hearing any comments, concerns, ideas, or issues you may have regarding these proposed activities. Any 
comments you have and choose to submit will be used to identify issues, mitigation measures and 
alternatives for the Upper Applegate Watershed Restoration Project. Comments that clearly articulate site-
specific suggestions, issues, or concerns are the most useful. 
Throughout scoping, comments submitted to the Forest Service and BLM, including names and addresses 
of those who responded, will be considered part of the public record for this proposal and as such will be 
available for public review. Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency 
to withhold submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
permits such confidentiality. Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that under the 
FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets. 
Although you will be provided with an additional opportunity to make further comments upon completion 
of the environmental assessment, we are requesting your input now so that it can be considered early in 
the planning process. Those who respond to this request for involvement during scoping will be kept 
informed of our progress.  
We look forward to working with you throughout the process. To be most useful, please submit your 
written, facsimile, hand-delivered, and electronic comments by Friday, September 1, 2017. Timely 
comments are most useful in the progress of the project. Written comments should be mailed to Donna 
Mickley, District Ranger, c/o Don Boucher, at 6941 Upper Applegate Road, Jacksonville, Oregon 97530. 

                                                           
2 Although projects have an existing NEPA decision, all effects of those projects and any of the proposed activities would be 
analyzed together for cumulative effects. 
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The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays. Comments can be faxed to: 541-899-3888. 
Electronic comments may be submitted to comments-pacificnorthwest-rogueriver-
siskiyoumountain@fs.fed.us and must use a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text 
format (.rft), portable document format (.pdf), or Microsoft Word (.doc, .docx). Please state “Upper 
Applegate Watershed Restoration Project” in the subject line when providing electronic comments, or 
on the envelope when replying by mail.  
Thank you for your interest in this project. 
 
 
 
Donna M. Mickley      Kristi J. Mastrofini 
District Ranger      Field Manager 
Siskiyou Mountains Ranger District    Ashland Field Office, Medford District 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest   Bureau of Land Management 
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