
Date:  October 21, 2018 

From: Diana de Ju  (rlyew51@gmail.com) 787 556-1590 

To: Ken Arney (Reviewing Officer/Acting Reg’l Forester) 

       USDA Forest Service/ Southern Region (R8)     

Subject: With all due respect-I wish the following 

information be included in a (Pre-decisional Review 

Process) suggesting how the Draft Plan may be improved. 

“Saludos” my name is Diana de Ju and I extend greetings 

from the “Tortugueros del CEN” – our ‘Marine Turtles 

protection Volunteers’.  Thru the “Agreement made 

between our environmental group the Coalition Pro-

N.E.Ecological Corredor (NEC)and the Dept. of Natural 

Resources” we are responsible for the Monitoring and 

follow-up of the Marine Turtles along the NEC Reserve.I 

have also proudly served as a Forest Service Volunteer 

for the past about 20 years –of which 7 years have been 

participating with the El Yunque Forest (CCPP) 

Colaborative Committee for Public Participation. 

I also belong for many years- to Animal Protection group  

“PARE ESTE Inc”-as their Humane Education Coordinator. 
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 For many years and during my participation with the 

Forest (CCPP), I have documented  the following 

concern.. (also please see the attached documents) 

I have presented from ‘2005’ –in many  School and 

‘Government’ scenarios, (besides the Forest Plan Drafts 

from 2011 to the present)-the need for more concern 

and Education regarding the increasing ‘Stray dog and cat 

overpopulation’ problem.  Special attention needs to be 

placed in the following areas: 

The (EYNF) El Yunque National Forest–has for many years 

documented the presence of invasive Mongoose –which 

mostly test POSITIVE for RABIES.  Due to the continued 

filtering of STRAY animals into the Forest (which many 

have also tested pos. for Rabies)- the eventual chances 

for these animals to spread Rabies or harm visitors in the 

Forest are becoming a more serious Health Issue that 

with each year threatens to explode.. 

We have also documented the increase in STRAY Animals 

that enter the nearby (NEC) Reserve, which connects 

hydrologically with the EYNF.  
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 Here sadly, the starving dogs on many occasions dig up 

the Marine Turtle eggs from their nests- in search for 

food! 

*Please note that in ‘Jan.2005’ at the National Centennial 

Congress in Washington, the then ‘Caribbean National 

Forest’ made an “Official Issue” of the non-native Stray 

Animals, which are now present in the Forest. Stray dogs 

and cats were among the 5 listed species-that were 

invading the CNF-back in ‘2000’ was already a problem!  

Also at this Congress- among the many problems 

presented which affected the Forest, they stated that 

“Domestic Animals exotic to the Forest (such as dogs and 

cats) need to be kept away from the Forest.  The 

government should provide for shelters to address this 

issue”.. 

   **Please note that –I strongly disagree with the Forest 

answer to this serious concern.  They basically stated 

that Forest Plan management scale legally only applies to 

the planification areas that are El Yunque Forest Lands.   
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Structures outside of the Forest are better worked 

through the Dept. of Natural Resources, since the Forest 

Service is not ordered to maintain Feral Animals.   

Again please note that: -on page 280 states that section 

3.1.10 Fauna- of Mgmt. Plan states that there is a desired 

condition  which ‘establishes that Invasive Species shall 

be controlled’.   

 -Also on page 16 (sec.1.7) establishes that populations 

and developments on the rise near the Forest etc. ‘may 

influence the Management Activities’.  Since at present 

the Forest smiles upon the incorporation of communities 

to the lower elevations of the Forest (which may reduce 

the pressure on ‘sensitive areas’) always visited at certain 

elevations of the Forest).  Also  even the prospect of 

establishing ‘new trails’ which could connect for example 

–coastlands of the North East Ecological Corredor (NEC) 

Reserve- to the lower parts of the Forest recreational 

areas.  Which may help alleviate the “over density 

situation” created especially during Forest high season. 
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*Apparently these “Stray Animal Issues really need to be 

re-addressed”, now more than ever.  On pg.143 re: non-

native fauna stated-Terrestrial species such as Mongoose 

Feral dogs and cats (as reported in the 2014 Forest Plan 

Assesment) stated “some of these species are associated 

with Recreational Areas” due to the availability of food 

leftovers etc.   

So now that more access may be available to lower 

elevations of the Forest –though great to alleviate the 

‘over density situ’- huge efforts will be needed (by the 

Forest) to consolidate and work together to find 

solutions with the Dept. of Agriculture/Wildlife Svces., 

Dept.of Natural Resources,   Animal Protection groups 

and of course the P.R. Government. 

*We all need to ‘cooperate and also make a joint effort 

with the surrounding municipalities’ – to proceed with 

the plan of promoting the possibility of making an Animal 

Shelter- near the EYNF periphery!  To address this Issue 

and serve as an alternative to the near-by communities.  

Where they could bring the unwanted animal to a close- 
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by Shelter and not abandon them in the Forest.  Plz. note 

the communities in the region surrounding the Forest, 

have the “lowest income per capita” in the nation.  The 

Shelter would serve with low cost or free sterilizations 

and Vaccination Programs, even Adoption Plans etc. Also 

the teaching of Humane Education thru the Shelter, and 

at the adjacent Schools- to stimulate responsibility in the 

families and to teach and make the local families aware 

of the delicate Rainforest that surrounds them.  

Eventually serving to educate the communities and the 

future generations, regarding how they can HELP their  El 

Yunque Forest- while enjoying n’ respecting its’unique 

beauty and natural resources! 

I understand that the other concerns which I stated in 

prior Forest Plan Drafts are being (thank God) followed 

and or worked on.  I thank you and all the Forest workers 

heartfelt devotion..  Please contact me for any further 

info. or documents needed.  Sincerely,  submitted by- 

                                             Diana de Ju (Volunteer) 

 




