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Hi, My Name is Beth Rumpza and I am the assistant forest planner at the Tonto National Forest. 

The Wilderness Recommendation Process is a four-step process to aid the forest service in determining 
if any forest lands are suitable for inclusion in the national wilderness preservation system.  This system 
protects federally-managed wilderness areas designated for preservation in their natural condition. 

While authority to designate a wilderness area rests solely with congress, results of this four-step 
process will help the Tonto’s planning team determine if there is land on the tonto that is suitable for 
potential designation. 

To better understand the wilderness recommendation process, this video will outline step 2 -- 
evaluation.  During this step, the tonto national forest will be ranking the inventoried areas for their 
level of wilderness character.  

You can increase your understanding of the inventory step by viewing a separate video on the tonto 
plan revision website. 

Wilderness characteristics are based on five measures.  These measures include:  

 How natural the area appears 

 If there are opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation 

 If they are of sufficient size to preserve them in an unimpaired condition 

 If they can be managed to preserve wilderness characteristics 

 If there are any unique or outstanding features 

When looking at these five measures, every area included in the final inventory will be given a rank of 
high, moderate, low, or no wilderness character.  

Along with public input, the tonto national forest developed the evaluation criteria to document 
considerations to be made when evaluating the forest’s inventoried areas. The planning team expanded 
the criteria to outline how each of areas will be ranked during the evaluation step.  

The expanded evaluation criteria has been posted on the tonto plan revision website. 

Following public review, the tonto national forest will use the expanded criteria to rank the areas and 
develop the draft evaluation map. The public will have an opportunity to comment on the draft 
evaluation map in the fall of 2017. 

Thank you for taking a few minutes to learn more about the wilderness recommendation process.  For 
more information, check out the tonto plan revision website. 
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