
Wayne National Forest
Wild & Scenic Rivers Inventory and Evaluation



Why Evaluate Wild & Scenic Rivers?

• Federal Regulation
• The 2012 Planning Rule requires that “[i]n developing a proposed new plan or 

proposed plan revision, the responsible official shall…[i]dentify the eligibility 
of rivers for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, unless a 
systematic inventory has been previously completed and documented.”

• Public Law 90-542 (1968) (Wild and Scenic Rivers Act)
• “In all planning for the use and development of water and related land 

resources, consideration shall be given by all Federal agencies involved to 
potential national wild, scenic and recreational river areas…” Section 5(d)(1)



Forest Service Handbook – Chapter 80

• Forest Service directives for 
completing the Wild & Scenic 
River inventory and evaluation

• Provides guidance to agency 
employees on the 3 steps of 
Wild & Scenic Rivers inventory 
and evaluation



Process Steps

• Identification and evaluation of rivers that may be suitable for 
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System consists of 3 
primary steps:

• Determining eligibility – To be eligible for inclusion, a river segment must be 
free-flowing and possess one or more ‘outstandingly remarkable values’

• Assigning potential classification – Each river found to be eligible must be 
assigned a preliminary classification based on the condition of the river and 
development of adjacent lands (Wild, Scenic, Recreational)

• Determining suitability – Need not occur simultaneously with plan revision

• Each step requires public participation and documentation



Step 1: Eligibility (where we are now)

• Develop and conduct a comprehensive inventory and evaluation to 
determine which rivers are eligible for inclusion in the National 
System

• Include all potential wild, scenic, and recreational rivers flowing 
wholly or partially on NFS lands

• The rivers to be studied for eligibility include all rivers named on a standard 
U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map



Eligibility

• GIS work has been completed to compile the list of named streams flowing 
on Wayne NF. 

• All named streams in all HUC 12 (subwatersheds) that touch Wayne ownership are 
included in the initial list

• These results are organized by watershed.
• Identify the beginning and ending points of each river segment to be 

studied for eligibility
• Beginning: Source, meeting of tributaries, entry onto NFS (typically)
• End: Merger with larger river, exit from NFS (typically)

• “At a minimum, a river study area includes the length of the identified river 
segment and the land within one-quarter mile of each bank’s high water 
mark…”



Two Components of Eligibility

Free-flowing
• “Existing or flowing in a natural 

condition without 
impoundment, diversion, 
straightening, riprapping, or 
other modification of the 
waterway.”

Outstandingly Remarkable Value (ORV)
• Scenery
• Recreation
• Geology
• Fish (Populations or Habitat)
• Wildlife (Populations or Habitat)
• Historic and Cultural Values
• Other Similar River-related 

Values



Information sources for free-flowing

• Will use information from the national hydrographic database, ODNR 
Dams data, and watersheddata.com (among other sources) to 
determine the locations of dams, modified channels



Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORV’s)

• ORV’s must meet at least one of the following criteria:
• Be located in the river or its corridor,
• Contribute substantially to the functioning of the river ecosystem, or
• Be river-dependent and owe their location or existence to the presence of the 

river

• ‘Region of Comparison’
• The geographic area of consideration for each outstandingly remarkable value 

that will serve as the basis for meaningful comparative analysis
• The region of comparison may vary for different rivers or categories of ORV’s

• A region of comparison should be scaled at an appropriate level for the type of river 
value being evaluated



Other information sources for ORV’s

• We will seek public input on the region of comparison, as well as the 
presence/absence of ORV’s within these rivers



Classification of Eligible Rivers

• Preliminary classification is based on the condition of the river and 
the development level of adjacent lands

• Eligible rivers can be divided into segments for classification
• Final classification will be assigned if the river is designated by Congress

• 3 Categories
• Wild rivers
• Scenic rivers
• Recreational rivers



Interim Management of Eligible Rivers

• Forest plan must include plan components, including standards and 
guidelines, to protect the free flow and ‘outstandingly remarkable 
values’ of eligible rivers 

• Interim protection measures continue unless a suitability study 
concludes that the river is not suitable for inclusion in the national 
system



Private Property and Wild and Scenic Rivers

• The suitability study, enabling legislation, and subsequent 
management planning process consider how best to protect river 
values while recognizing private property rights

• Can the government acquire or “take” private land within the river 
corridor?

• Yes, but with many restrictions. Condemnation has been used only rarely on 
wild and scenic rivers. Should some proposed or actual use clearly threaten 
the river ORV’s, the managing agency would work with a landowner to 
explore ways to avert the threat through local zoning, state provisions, land 
exchanges, or purchases from a willing seller.

• Condemnation is a last resort, only feasible if funding is available, and 
prohibited on some wild and scenic rivers by their enabling legislation. 



Working Group Tasks

• Provide feedback on initial list of streams
• Are we missing anything that should be included?

• Provide feedback on the process
• Provide data, personal knowledge, opinion on individual streams

• Information should address the two components of eligibility (free-flowing 
and the ORV’s)

• What is the appropriate region(s) of comparison?
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