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Forest Supervisor’s Message 

Working with the Forest Service and fellow volunteers is an opportunity to see 

what our National Forests have to offer in a way beneficial to both yourself 

and the forest. The diversity of projects and positions available offers each 

person a chance to participate in an activity that meets their individual or 

group interests. In 2018 over 1,083 people were involved in projects resulting 

in 36,493 hours of volunteered time that was worth over $901,012! 

Our program includes individuals and groups from all walks and stages of life 

assisting the Forest Service in the completion of our mission “To sustain the 

health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation's forests and grasslands to 

meet the needs of present and future generations."  

In 2018 volunteers accomplished a wide variety of projects; such as, trail maintenance and repair, 

monitoring, visitor information, patrolling, public education, field surveys, campground hosting, 

snow grooming, facility maintenance, data collection, stream monitoring, wildlife surveys, weeding, 

growing seedlings, public events, training, archaeological surveys and monitoring, and forest 

restoration. 

Program level accomplishments: 

 This year the forest invested in a Volunteer Management system which should be operational by 

the Spring of 2019. This web based system will allow current volunteers to maintain their own 

contact information, view a calendar of activities, sign up for activities, communicate with each 

other, and track their hours which will streamline our communication with volunteers and the 

work involved with managing volunteers.  

 The Adopt-A-Site program was overhauled for the forest to create a standardized agreement 

and process and expand what sites could be adopted. Although trails can still be adopted, 

camping areas, facilities, lakes, etc. can also be adopted by a group or individual to maintain 

annually.  

 Program goals have been set in place to guide the development of our 

Volunteer program. 

Looking forward to 2019, an important component we would like to build into 

our program is the development of  experienced volunteers to work side by side 

with project leaders to plan and implement projects. This is the key “leveraging” 

factor in building our overall Volunteer Program capacity.  

Thank you for a great 2018 and here is to an even better 2019 working together to 

"Care for the land and serve people."  

 

Laurence Crabtree 

Forest Supervisor 



1. Complete projects to improve forest 

conditions. 

2. Improve the public’s understanding 

of the forest, it’s  resources and their 

role. 

1. Create a range of needed projects in 

various areas; such as, botany, 

wildlife, recreation, and fire 

restoration to engage the diverse 

interests of volunteers and 

employees. 

2. Create a skill bank of experienced 

long‐term volunteers. 

3. Able to provide experiential, team 

building, and educational 

opportunities through service. 

1. Implement an organized approach 

for recruiting, training, and working 

in collaboration with volunteers. 

2. Provide Forest Service staff with 

experienced  lead volunteers to 

handle the workload of planning 

and implementing a volunteer 

project. 

3. Develop program tools templates: 

orientation, handbook, posters, 

database, website, handouts, 

trainings, etc. 

1. Participate in community and other 

organizational events. 

2. Outreach to segments of the 

population that are not typically 

involved in Forest activities. 

2019 Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteer Program Management  

 Need lead volunteers to assist staff with projects 

 Assist with the new volunteer newsletter and annual report 

 Assist with recruiting volunteers to fit the opportunities 

General Forest  

 Photo collection: forest, facilities, activities, animals, areas, etc. 

 Video production – (example: How to build a safe campfire/

campsite and other outdoor safety subjects utilizing kids; such 

as, scouts or Generation Green to teach) 

 Adopt-A-Trail or Area 

 Trail volunteers for scouting and light maintenance on non-

wilderness trails 

 Forest cleanup  

Mokelumne Wilderness  

 Need lead volunteers 

 Scout trails in early season 

 Perform solitude monitoring 

 Trail brushing and routine maintenance on trails 

 Restoration work Eliminate social trails. 

 Photos of Carson Pass Management Area  wildflowers for I-

Naturalist  

 Trash cleanup at Devil’s Postpile 

Project Area 
#  

People 

# 

Hours 

Recreation 61 4,937 

Winter Recreation 208 4,593 

Wilderness 179 8,090 

Trails 265 4,756 

OHV Trails 152 3,513 

History & Cultural Resources 33 864 

Natural Resources 68 1,484 

Visitor Services & Education 117 8,256 

 1,083 36,493 

2018 Volunteer Hours 



Above: Snog pond is the westernmost of the three ponds just 
north of Winnemucca Lake. It is small and drying up, but tadpoles 
were abundant.  Left: Sierra Yellow Legged frog tadpoles. Below 
left: Adult frog. Below: Garter snake. 

Natural Resources 

Name & Project 
#  

People 

#  

Hours 

Trout Unlimited 
Streamside restoration, monitoring, and cleanup 

0 0 

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) 
Plant surveys and invasive weed removal. 

0 0 

Avian Surveys 
Assist with spotted owl, goshawk and bald eagle 
surveys. 

4 63 

Amphibian Watch 
Monitoring for threatened and endangered 
species in wilderness areas. 

21 75 

Nursery volunteers 
Various projects: weeding, sowing, cleanup, and 
inventory 

43 1,346 

 68 1,484 

Amphibian Watch  

(Hours of Service: 75) 

Amphibian Watch is a citizen scientist based initiative for the 

Eldorado National Forest (ENF). This program aims at 

expanding our geographical knowledge of forest endangered, 

threatened, and sensitive amphibians, by enlisting enthusiastic 

volunteers to assist forest biologists in documenting the 

presence of threatened and endangered amphibian species.  

While this project aims to gather location data on threatened 

and endangered species in parts of the forest that are rarely or 

never surveyed, we also hope to educate participants that 

spend time in the forest about the different special status 

amphibian species on the Forest.   

This is an opportunity for citizens of all 

ages to experience the Eldorado National 

Forest from a “frogs-eye” view.   

Interesting sightings of other wildlife are 

always welcome. This effort will further enhance our 

understanding of where and when these animals use 

aquatic and terrestrial habitat on the Eldorado 

National Forest. The more information forest biologists 

have directly impacts how we can protect this great 

natural resource in our back yard. 

Accomplishments 

Volunteers have reported 

from both Desolation and 

Mokelumne Wilderness 

documenting the presence/

absence of amphibians and 

reptiles. Sierra Nevada 

Yellow Legged adults and 

tadpoles were reported from Desolation. Additional 

sightings of garter snakes and Sierran Chorus Frogs 

were reported from multiple locations. A total of 24+ 

volunteers (spouses and the ACC volunteer group) 

have attended two workshops and a field trip to learn 

how to survey for frogs. Workshops were also 

attended by personnel from California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Topics 

covered included 1) How Citizen Scientists could help 

ENF Biologists document amphibian populations, 2) 

Taxonomy and identification of amphibians and 

reptiles (T&E as well as invasive), 3) Survey techniques 

and equipment, and 4) How and why organisms 

become listed as threatened or endangered.  



Name & Project 
#  

People 

#  

Hours 

Oregon California Trail Association (OCTA) 
Assist Amador RD archaeologists on survey project.  

15 168 

Oregon California Trail Association (OCTA) 
Verifying and recording emigrant-era wagon roads 
used as the Pony Express Trail and the Carson-
Mormon Emigrant Trail 

15 400 

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program 
Section 110 monitoring.  View 88 site monitoring, 
Scottiago HT survey 

2 56 

Genevieve Cameron 
Assist Georgetown District Archaeologist 

1 240 

 33 864 

History & Cultural Resources 

Oregon California Trail Association (OCTA) 

www.octa-trails.org 
(Hours of Service: 400) 

The Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) volunteers on the Pacific and Placerville 

Districts verifying and recording emigrant-era wagon roads used as the Pony Express Trail 

and the Carson-Mormon Emigrant Trail. 

They can verify the location of historic wagon trails using emigrant-era artifacts that they 

find as they survey. OCTA volunteers operate under a Permit for Archaeological 

Investigations in order to collect and document artifacts. Otherwise, metal detecting to find 

historic artifacts is not permitted on National Forest lands. If the public finds artifacts on the 

surface or are not sure of the age of items they find while exploring in the forest, they 

should enjoy them by looking and taking photos, but leave them in place. The Forest 

Service would appreciate being contacted to learn what they found and where they found 

them. People interested in this activity should contact and volunteer through OCTA .  

Genevieve Cameron 

Volunteer 

(Hours of Service: 240) 

Genevieve predominantly 

assisted with archaeological 

surveys, site recordation and 

site monitoring. She 

participated on a tribal field trip to the Hell Hole 

Petroglyphs and a Section 110 project, identifying, 

documenting, and photographing artifacts to be 

sent to a lab for sourcing.  In additions she 

created digital pdf’s of the remaining site records 

that had not yet been converted into that 

format.     

Artifacts: a brass strike plate 
from a lock, wagon bow staple, 
key, lead bars to make bullets, 
and  a cast iron pot. 

https://www.octa-trails.org/


Trails 

Name & Project 
#  

People 

#  

Hours 

Pony Express Trail Association 56 907 

Georgetown Divide Equestrian Trails 
Foundation 
ADOPT-A-SITE: Dru Barner Campground 

19 76 

Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action 
Coalition (FATRAC) 

19 105 

American Hiking Society 
Munson Meadow Trail 17E27 

6 240 

Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) 
Echo Lakes California Alpine Club  

5 59 

Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) 
Echo Summit Reroute projects 1-3 

123 2,807 

Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) 
Echo Summit Celebration 

3 15 

Backcountry Horsemen Association - 
Mother Lode Unit 
Van Vleck area 

12 227 

Elegant Ears Mule Association 
Placerville District 

No  
report 

No  
report 

Elegant Ears Mule Association 
Donaldson Trail, Mardet Trail and Little 
Silver Loop Trail 

6 64 

Chainsaw certification training 16 256 

 265 4,756 

Chainsaw Certification Training  

(Hours of Service: 256) 

Through the use of funds provided by the El Dorado 

County Resource Advisory Committee, the Placerville 

Ranger District organized a chainsaw certification 

course for volunteer groups and individuals who 

perform volunteer work for the Forest Service. The 

course requires one day of classroom instruction and 

a field day where participants receive hands-on 

experience and instruction. There were 16 

participants in 2018.  Volunteers provide an essential 

service and much needed support for the Forest 

Service. Volunteer groups who participated included: 

Elegant Ears Mule Association, Foothill Overlanders, 

Gold Hill Posse, Polka Dot Motorcycle Club, Back 

Country Horsemen, and Friends of the Eldorado 

National Forest.  



Pony Express Trail Association  

(Hours of Service: 907) 

2018 was a milestone in many ways for the XP Trail which is a historic trail 

protected by the National Park Service.  This year was the 50
th
 anniversary of the 

National Trails System Act which established its protected status.  Each June, the 

1,966 mile ride between St. Joseph, Montana and Sacramento, California is re-

enacted in 10 days/nights, just like it was done in 1860-61. 

Two local trail organizations formed a partnership with the US Forest Service, 

Eldorado National Forest, Placerville District: first, the California Division of the 

National Pony Express Trail (XP-CA) and second, the Mother Lode Unit of the 

Back Country Horsemen of California (BCHC-MLU).  The partnership also 

received volunteer support from members of the Pacific Crest Trail Association 

(PCTA) and the Tahoe Rim Trail Association (TRTA), when their unique trail skills 

were needed.  Additionally, Boy Scouts of America Troop 186 from Elk Grove, 

CA helped out and has since adopted 12 miles of the XP Trail. 

The partnership planned, funded and executed major improvements and 

restoration efforts on the 47 miles of XP Trail between Pollock Pines and Echo 

Summit (7,300 feet).  This section parallels Highway 50 through a narrow granite 

canyon created by a river flowing through the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

The geography meant that the first priority project was restoration of the XP 

Corral Trailhead near the midpoint of the canyon so volunteers would have a 

staging area for their work parties.  This location also provides public access to 

the historic trail and opened in July.  Total project cost was $70,200. The second 

priority project was to reopen a 4-mile section of trail just west of Kyburz that 

was closed when 2016-17 winter storms destroyed a bridge.  With the help of  

the PCT & TRTA trail/ford builders, the trail was moved 150 yards upstream to a 

new ford site.  The project took volunteers 196 hours and cost $6,200.  The trail 

was reopened in time for the June 20, 2018 trail reride. 

Trails 

A recurring issue in volunteer trail maintenance 

is downed trees that exceed three feet in 

diameter and/or are in steep terrain that makes 

them unstable.  Special equipment and training 

are needed to safely remove a half-ton section 

from the trail tread.  With the help of more 

grant funds from the NWSA, MLU purchased a 

32-inch chain saw and an array of rigging 

equipment (cable, straps, pulleys, winches, etc.).  

Training was conducted on a downed 4-ft 

diameter tree that blocked the XP Trail.  MLU 

has successfully developed and tested a new trail 

capability. 

Above: XP Corral project crew - Frank 
Henderson, Doug Veerkamp, Mark Miser, 
Daryl Shankles, Steve Smith . Below: Mark 
Miser on dozer and Steve Smith on the water 
hose. 

Kyburz ford project - Left: Jerry Heitzler bucking trees.. Right: Clay Grubb & John 
McKenna building new trail section. 

Boy Scout Troop 186 from Elk Grove, CA 



Off-Highway Vehicle Trails 

Name & Project 
#  

People 

#  

Hours 

Hi-Landers 4wd Club - 32nd year 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Barrett Lake Trail.  

79 1,250 

Gold Hill Posse 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Strawberry 4wd Trail 

23 115 

Foothill Overlanders 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Long Canyon trail 

27 243 

Capital City Mountain Goats 4x4 Club 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Hell Hole 4wd Trail 

6 91 

Sacramento Jeepers 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Plummer Ridge trail 

0 0 

Sierra Trail Dogs Motorcycle club 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Ballarat Trail 

No 
report 

No  
report 

California Enduro Riders Association (CERA) 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Rock Creek Trail system 

No  
report 

No  
report 

South County Trail Riders 4x4 Club 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Deer valley trail 9n38 

No  
report 

No  
report 

Motherlode Rockcrawlers 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Hungalelti Ridge trail 

No  
report 

No  
report 

Polka Dots Motorcycle Club 
Trail maintenance 

1 8 

Friends of the Eldorado 
Trail Maintenance 

1 150 

Polka Dots Motorcycle Club 
Elkins Flat OHV area trail maintenance 

1 95 

Adam Manzoni - Student Conservation 
Association 
OHV Patrol 

1 461 

California Conservation Corp North Bay 
Deer Creek Trail & access road 

4 400 

California Conservation Corp North Bay 
Placerville District OHV trails 

4 560 

California Conservation Corp North Bay 
Emigrant NRT 17E24 & Long Valley Trail 17E28 

5 140 

 152 3,513 

Hi-Landers 4wd Club 

www.hi-landers.com 
(Hours of Service: 1,250) 

The Hi-Landers had an extremely productive year 

completing 6 separate projects at South fork campground, 

Barrett Lake Jeep Trail, and Airport Flat campground 

At the South fork campground they cleaned camp sites, 

loaded, hauled, and installed fire pits in each site. They 

also cut and removed dead hazard trees, cleaned up slash, 

and made burn piles.  

On the Barrett Lake Jeep Trail, the Hi-Landers logged and 

brushed out 5.5 miles of trail, cleaned campsites, added 

boulders to drainage structures, cleaned out culverts along 

the trail, and welded the broken gate. They loaded and 

moved the Wag Bag human waste disposal receptacle 

from Crystal to Barrett Lake OHV trailhead and built a 

concrete pad to mount the receptacle on.  

At Bunker Hill/Wentworth Springs road junction, they 

installed bulletin boards.  

Hi-Landers also helped Elegant Ears volunteers move 

boulders to allow stock to more easily navigate the area 

around the Silver Creek Bridge. 

http://www.hi-landers.com/


Recreation 

Name & Project 
#  

People 

# 

Hours 

CRAGS 
ADOPT-AN-AREA: Lovers Leap 
campground and climbing area 

0 0 

Please Leave It NRA Clean (PLINK) 
Forest clean-up of shooting areas 

22 125 

Day at the Lake event 
Wrights Lake campground 

7 56 

Gary and Sandra Skellenger 
Big Meadows campground hosts 

2 525 

Steve and Joan Rennert 
Middle Fork campground hosts 

2 1,648 

Al Kushner 
Pacific District resource 
maintenance  

1 470 

Tom Lewis 
Pacific District resource 
maintenance  

1 183 

BSA Troop 745 
Dru Barner horse corral 
installation 

14 84 

Community Service Volunteers 
District office landscape 
maintenance 

6 576 

Heltzel Family 
Upper Hell Hole campground 
maintenance 

4 20 

Cierra Winters - Student 
Conservation Association 
Wrights Lake campground ranger 

1 640 

Hayden Dermanelian - Student 
Conservation Association 
Wrights Lake  campground ranger 

1 640 

 61 4,967 

District Recreation Maintenance  

Al Kushner and Tom Lewis 

(Hours of Service: 653) 

Al Kushner and Tom Lewis are active volunteers for the 

Eldorado N.F, Pacific Ranger District recreation program, 

completing work in all of the Crystal Basin recreation area 

sites. The district consist of numerous campgrounds, three 

rental cabins, visitor information station, and employee 

housing.  Al and Tom work as part of a crew, along with 

three Forest Service employees and two S.C.A. interns. Al 

has been volunteering with the Eldorado National Forest 

for several years and really does enjoy being around the 

staff and lending a helping hand. Al lends his time and 

knowledge in making needed repairs and helps in 

maintaining all of these structures and sites. Tom Lewis has 

a wealth of knowledge and exceptional skills in repair and 

maintenance of structures. He is also a great influence on 

new employees and student interns.  

Please Leave It NRA Klean (PLINK)  

edrgc.org/plink.htm 
(Hours of Service: 125) 

A long running program by members of the El Dorado Rod 

and Gun Club. This program is to promote responsible use 

of National Forest and other Public Lands for recreational 

shooting. They do so by going to shooting areas and 

cleaning up after irresponsible shooters and leaving signs to 

Please Leave It NRA Klean. Areas of the forest cleaned up 

in the past include: Ferrari Mill Road, the overused area off 

Mormon Emigrant Trail on the Blue Gouge Mine road, and 

four shooting areas off of Bonnetti Road. 

http://edrgc.org/plink.htm


Winter 
Recreation 

Eldorado Backcountry Ski Patrol (EBSP)  

ebsp.clubexpress.com 
(Hours of Service: 2,572) 

The EBSP is a volunteer backcountry ski and snowshoe patrol associated with the 

Eldorado National Forest.  Our members come from many different backgrounds 

and experiences.  However, we all share a love of the outdoors and of skiing and 

snowshoeing.  We work together to assist the public by marking and maintaining winter trails, patrolling backcountry 

areas and providing winter-safety educational programs to the public.  We train our members to become qualified 

patrollers, who are ready to help the public when the need arises.  We pride ourselves in being a 

professional organization serving the public with our skills, and sharing our love of the winter 

environment. The Patrol has worked hard this year to contribute to a safer and more enjoyable stay 

in the Eldorado National Forest by visitors through our winter education classes for the public and 

by the efforts of our patrollers in the field. This year we revised our name and logo to more 

accurately reflect the current terms used in the back country skiing community from the Eldorado 

Nordic Ski Patrol to the Eldorado Backcountry Ski Patrol. 

Name & Project 
#  

People 

# 

Hours 

Gil Clements 
Placerville District snow survey 

1 9 

EBSP: Eldorado Backcountry Ski Patrol 
Patrol winter backcountry ski trails, 
education, and facility maintenance. 

43 2,572 

California Nevada Snowmobile 
Association (CNSA) 
Silver Bear snowmobile trail grooming  

2 112 

Cal4wd - Highlanders 
Mormon Emigrant Trail visitor 
information, safety patrol 

71 923 

Cal4wd - Gold Hill Posse 
Mormon Emigrant Trail visitor 
information, safety patrol 

65 860 

Cal4wd - Mountain Goats 
Mormon Emigrant Trail visitor 
information, safety patrol 

26 117 

 208 4,593 

Mormon Emigrant Trail Patrol (MET) 

(Hours of Service: 1,900) 

MET winter patrol provides a 

valuable service to both the 

Eldorado NF and forest users 

who participate in winter 

snow play along MET.  The 

MET winter patrol is made 

up of different clubs of 4X4 enthusiasts who provide users with 

information regarding proper use and regulations related to the 

use of 4x4s on MET during the winter months, helping to 

reduce potential damage to forest resources when snow covers 

the ground. In addition, the clubs also serve forest visitors, by 

helping to provide a safer experience, often pulling out vehicles 

who become stuck in the deeper snow, 

reducing the chances of forest users from 

spend the night in the cold or having to pay 

an expensive tow bill.   

https://ebsp.clubexpress.com/


Visitor Services & Education 

Eldorado National Forest Interpretive Association  

www.enfia.org  

(Hours of Service: 5,513) 

The Eldorado National Forest Interpretive Association 

(ENFIA) celebrated its 31th year of working with the 

Eldorado National Forest to provide educational and 

interpretive opportunities for the visiting public and its 

members. 

 Our members have volunteered over 90,000 hours 

creating and maintaining a variety of interpretive/

educational materials, maps, events, and information 

stations throughout the forest. 

 We have built, operated and maintained the Carson 

Pass Information Station on Highway 88 for 30 years. 

 We are currently developing and expanding other 

smaller information stations, campground programs, 

and activities along the Highway 50 Corridor.  

For our ENFIA members we offer many ways to enjoy our 

forest including forest trail walker programs, informative 

field trips, educational events and our docent programs at 

our information stations. 

Name & Project 
#  

People 

#  

Hours 

Eldorado National Forest Interpretive 
Association (ENFIA) 
Carson Pass Information Station, forest 
retail outlets, education, forest projects 

70 5,513 

David Salvato  
Cleveland Corral Information Station host 

1 472 

Athena Compton  
Cleveland Corral Information Station host 

1 376 

Lila Peterson - Student Conservation 
Association 
Crystal Information Station 

1 511 

Fishing Derby 
Assist children at event at Lake Walton 

1 8 

Watershed Education  Summit 
Monitoring streams in the Crystal Basin, 
and the South Fork and Long Canyon area 
on Georgetown Ranger District 

43 1,376 

 117 8,256 

http://www.enfia.org


Wilderness 

Name & Project 

#  

People 

#  

Hours 

Mokelumne Wilderness 
Volunteers (MWV) 

25 981 

Desolation Wilderness 
Volunteers (DWV) 

44 4,203 

Wilderness Volunteers 
Lyons Creek Trail Maintenance 

10 320 

Backcountry Horsemen 
Association - Mother Lode Unit 
ADOPT-A-TRAIL: Red Peak Trail 

12 198 

Tahoe Rim Trail Association 
(TRTA) 

87 1,836 

Elegant Ears Mule Association 
Van Vleck area 

 No  

report 

 No  

report 

Gabriella Moley - Student 
Conservation Association 
Patrol, education, monitoring 

1 552 

 179 8,090 

Student Conservation Association Intern 

Gabriella Moley 

(Hours of Service: 552)  

Gabriella was involved in many projects. She cleared 

trail with DW Volunteers during “National Trails 

Day”; worked closely with DWV staffing trailhead 

naturalist locations; worked alongside Wilderness 

Rangers in clearing downfall and debris from 16 

miles of wilderness trails; completed multi day 

overnight patrols in the wilderness conducting public 

contact and resource protection activities; created an 

emergency/ evacuation plan for the Desolation 

Wilderness Volunteer program; and hosted a table at 

REI Sacramento to provide education to the public 

about Desolation Wilderness. 

Desolation Wilderness Volunteers (DWV)  

www.desowv.org  

(Hours of Service: 4,203) 

We are a volunteer organization working side by side with the 

US Forest Service and are stationed mainly out of the Pacific 

Ranger District in the Eldorado National Forest and the Taylor 

Creek Ranger Station in South Lake Tahoe. Out volunteer service 

focuses on Trailhead Naturalist, Backcountry Naturalist, Trail 

Crew, Public Outreach, Ranger District Permit Office and Trip 

Planning activities. 

 Trailhead Naturalist Program: Desolation Wilderness 

Volunteers (DWV):  Trailhead naturalist stations were staffed 

by Desolation Wilderness Volunteers and SCA Interns at the 

following trailheads:  Twin Lakes, Echo Lake, Meeks Bay, Mt. 

Tallac, Bayview, and Eagle Falls. Trip Planning guidance, 

resource protection and Leave No Trace (LNT) information 

was presented to about 25,000 visitors during the 2018 

summer season. 

 Trip Planning Presentations and Outreach Tabling: SCA, 

DWV, USFS Staff Jon Erickson and Dustin Bell:  Trip planning 

presentations at REI San Francisco, Berkeley, and Sacramento 

locations. Informational PowerPoints and discussion. 

Informational outreach tables inside the store at REI 

Sacramento two times during special events 

 Day at the Lake: SCA, DWV, and USFS Staff Kristine Koran: 

Staffed a wilderness awareness booth at education event held 

at Wrights Lake, a popular portal to Desolation. 

 Visions of the Wild:  Desolation Wilderness Volunteers 

(DWV):  Staffed Wilderness and camping awareness booth at 

the “Visions of the Wild” Festival in Vallejo, CA.  This event 

provided an opportunity to outreach to a non-traditional 

public on wilderness ethics and alternative. 

http://www.desowv.org/


 

Wilderness Volunteers 

Lyons Creek Trail maintenance project 

www.wildernessvolunteers.org 
(Hours of Service: 320) 

Partners: Wilderness Volunteers (WV); Backcountry Horsemen of 

California-Mother Lode Unit (BCH-MLU); Desolation Wilderness 

Volunteers (DWV).  USFS Staff: Dustin Bell, Kristine Koran, Brett 

Procter.  

The Wilderness Volunteer crew crosscut fallen trees to clear the trail. 

Other projects included lopping brush, clearing of higher brush hazards, 

and maintenance of water bars and drainages. Water bars, rock steps , 

and numerous other improvements were made to the trail from the 

junction of the Lyons Creek trail up to Lyons Lake. Rocks were moved 

into position using a grip hoist and rock bars. Numerous braided 

sections of trail were closed down and restored along this same trail up 

to Lyons Lake. Crush was made to fill and stabilize rock structures along 

the trail. The group restored areas southwest and west of Lyons Lake 

shoreline (approximately 3,000 sq. ft.) and associated illegal campsites 

(7) were restored to a natural condition using a grip hoist, rock bars, 

etc., and posted with Restoration Site signage. BCH-MLU provided 

pack support to the work site, moving 750 lbs. of tools, equipment 

and the main kitchen. 

Backcountry Horsemen - Mother Load Unit (BCH)  

www.bchcmlu.org/home.html 
(Hours of Service: 425) 

 Pack support for Lyons Lake restoration and Lyons creek trail 

rock construction and maintenance. (198 hours of service);  

 Bassi Creek, Two Peaks and Sun Rock trail maintenance. 

(Hours of service: 227)  

Wilderness 

https://www.wildernessvolunteers.org/
http://www.bchcmlu.org/home.html


Mokelumne Wilderness Volunteers (MWV) 

(Hours of Service: 981) 

Mokelumne wilderness volunteers have a passion and enthusiasm for 

protecting and preserving our Wilderness areas. Mokelumne 

Wilderness Volunteers conduct wilderness patrols, issue wilderness 

permits, educate visitors on wilderness ethics, regulations & Leave No 

Trace Principles, inform visitors of trail conditions and hazards, 

perform trail maintenance and construction with hand tools, assist in 

wilderness training & education events, conduct wilderness impact 

monitoring surveys, and restore impacted sites. 

Lake Margaret Trail maintenance project 

The Lake Margaret trail at mile 1.8 is pinched in between a seasonal 

creek and a large mound of granite bedrock. This section of trail is 80 

feet long, averaging 16’ above the stream bed, and situated on the 

outside of a bend. The creek has over the course of time been eroding 

the stream bank thereby narrowing the trail next to the bedrock and a  

five foot section of the trail had collapsed two feet down.  

It was determined that there was not enough native rock in the 

immediate area to complete the job so several dead standing trees 

were cut into suitable lengths. Using a come-along, hand tools, and 

strong backs, large boulders were placed on the stream bed (which 

was dry at the time), the logs were placed next standing upright on 

top of the boulders and against the stream bank, and then rocks and 

gravel were placed on top of the logs, which leveled out the trail. 

Lastly, logs were placed on the side of the trail closest to the drop-off 

to prevent the public from stepping on the edge and causing further 

damage. 

Wilderness 

Before the passage of the Volunteers in the National Forests Act of 1972, the Forest Service did not have the 

authority to accept voluntary services or to reimburse individuals for associated personal expenses. This Act 

recognized the public’s interest in giving time and skills for community service. Volunteers are enrolled by the Forest 

Service under this act. Volunteers receive no salary or wages from the Forest Service and give their time and talents 

to further the agency’s mission. 

A volunteer is not considered a Federal employee and is not subject to the provisions of laws relating to Federal 

employment except for the purpose of tort claims or work-related injuries (Federal Employees Compensation Act of 

1974).  

Volunteers in the National Forests Act  


