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Rogue River Currents 
Welcome to the 2nd Edition of the RRC! 
Three years ago, the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest and the Bureau of 

Land Management’s Medford District decided to have the Guide and Outfitter 

meeting every other year, and to produce a newsletter in the alternate years that 

would highlight the changes and accomplishments on the river and within the joint-

agency river program.  

In this, the 2018 edition, we’ll bring you up to speed with ongoing projects such as 

the campsite capacity study, clearing of the Rogue River Trail, river patrols, trail 

maintenance, and toilet removal.  Also, we’ll share with you the latest news 

regarding the ongoing and extensive Rogue River Ranch House renovation, which 

is nearly complete! 

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Celebrate 50 Years! 
It’s no secret that southwest Oregon is home to some pretty amazing rivers, 

including one of the original eight rivers designated in the Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Act of 1968: our own beloved Lower Rogue River. 

We want to take this opportunity to thank you, our partners, for being a part of 

this amazing milestone: For helping to share the magic of the river and all its 

surroundings with the world, near and far; For helping to teach our younger 

visitors the value of stewardship and the joy that comes in taking care with this 

special place; For being stewards of public lands, in your own practices; For 

working with us in countless ways to provide experiences to those who seek out 

this place...For all these reasons, and more, we say, “Thank you.” We look 

forward to the next 50 years and beyond with you! 
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“A river seems a magic thing. A magic, moving, living part of  

the very earth itself.”  Laura Gilpin  



Smullin Visitor Center at Rand 
Operation Relocated During 
2018 Fires 
 
The Smullin Visitor Center was 

closed July 29, 2018 for eleven days 

due to the Taylor Creek Fire, which 

presented safety concerns as it 

approached the main road leading 

to the Visitor Center. The fire did 

not have any direct threat to Rand 

or the Wild Section of the Rogue 

River.  Under the direction of 

BLM’s leadership, the operations of 

Smullin Visitor Center were 

relocated strategically to Grave 

Creek Boat Ramp to continue 

issuing permits to river visitors. The 

permit line was staffed from the 

Grants Pass Interagency Office to 

provide services to the public and to 

continue to accommodate all river 

users. 

"Rivers know this: there is no hurry. We shall get there some day."  A.A. Milne 

The RRSNF continued its motorized patrols along the river from Lobster Creek 

to Blossom Bar aboard Marine 31. This season, they conducted 35 patrols 

covering over 2,200 river miles. During these patrols, River Rangers checked 

for permit compliance (especially fire), as well as provided current information 

on the fires and the status of Bear Camp Road. In the height of fire season, 

these patrols were critical for public contact and for checking on conditions, 

especially in the Wild section. During the Klondike Fire, river users were very 

appreciative for 

information on 

current fire and 

road conditions. 

During the RRSNF’s 

standard motorized 

patrols, it became 

apparent there was 

a need to improve 

fire prevention 

efforts, and to 

educate river users 

as to kitchen placement in campsites— critical when cooking in breezy 

conditions due to the high amount of dead weeds below the high water mark! 

Other information shared regularly was the importance of carrying a shovel 

and bucket. Changes to fire requirements in the Wild section may be 

forthcoming.  

 

Staffing Changes 

Motorized Patrols: Prevention Tips, Delivered 

In January 2018, the Medford District 

BLM welcomed Patrick Kollodge to 

the Grants Pass Field Office as the 

new Commercial Permit 

Administrator. Patrick came from the 

Prineville District BLM, where he spent 

fifteen years in the John Day and 

Deschutes River recreation programs, 

and most recently served as Upland 

Permit Administrator. He is pleased to 

be back in the river realm, where his 

heart is happiest.  

The RRSNF welcomes Wade 

McMaster as the new District Ranger 

on the Gold Beach Ranger District.  

At the same time, the RRSNF is sad to 

say goodbye to Dave Sheehan, the 

Recreation 

Program 

Manager for 

the Gold 

Beach and 

Powers 

Ranger 

Districts, as 

he is moving 

on in his 

career. 
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Visitor Use Summary: 2018 

Actual Use 

 12,347 people total (commercial and noncommercial) floated the wild Rogue River 

in the 2018 regulated use season, May 15 through October 15. 

 67% of all possible spaces were used in 2018 

 Use on the Rogue increased slightly during the regulated use season over last 

year. Total use was up by 153 people (+1.0%). 

 Commercial use totaled 5,958 people. This is an increase of 113 people (+2%) 

compared to 2017. 

 Noncommercial use totaled 6,389 people. This is an increase of 40 people (+1%) 

compared to 2017. 

 There were 1,097 noncommercial trips and 535 commercial trips that went on the 

river. 

 The average noncommercial party size was 6 and the average commercial party 

size was 15. 

 

Scheduled Use 

 23,861 people total (commercial and noncommercial) were scheduled to float the 

wild Rogue River in the 2018 regulated use season, May 15 through October 15. 

 35% of noncommercial scheduled spaces were used. 

 57% of commercial scheduled spaces were used. 

 46% of all scheduled spaces were used. 

 

Capacity Days 

 Five days of the 154 -day season (3% of the time) the Rogue was filled to the 120 

person-per-day capacity. The capacity limit was reached 1 day in June and 4 days 

in July. 

 Four other days had 1 to 5 openings by the end of the day. Two of those were in 

July, 1 in August, and 1 in October. 

Celebrating Bob Hemus! 
 

In a year when Wild and Scenic 

Rivers are celebrating 50 years, the 

RRSNF is thrilled to announce 

that Bob Hemus has won the 

National Outstanding Wild & Scenic 

River Ranger Award! The award 

was presented at the River 

Management Society Symposium 

on October 23, 2018, and recognizes 

high performance in managing a 

Wild & Scenic River. It is awarded 

based on a nomination, and Bob 

was nominated by people from both 

the Regional Office and the 

RRSNF.  

Bob’s unrelenting dedication to 

public service and the resources he 

works to maintain is something we 

can all be proud of. He’s 

consistently the model of a public 

servant, both in his connections to 

the people he works with and the 

members of the communities he 

works in.  

Bob, for being the face of the 

Forest in such a beloved place, and 

for your tireless dedication to 

service and the Rogue River-

Siskiyou National Forest, we say 

“Thank you!” a million times over! 

 

 

The first two weekends after the permit season ends often brings large numbers of boaters to 

the Wild Section of the Rogue River – especially when the weather is nice.  On Saturday, 

October 20, 2018, BLM River Ranger Justin Stoddard monitored the Grave Creek boat 

launch and observed 18 groups consisting of 93 people and 47 watercraft. The 

following Saturday saw 8 groups consisting of 47 people and 27 watercraft. 
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2018 BLM River Patrol Stats 

 45 Recreation Section patrols 

of various length floats  

between Applegate River 

confluence and Grave Creek 

boat launch. 

 4 Rogue River Trail 

maintenance patrols (March & 

October) 

 1 Rogue River Trail Volunteer 

Maintenance Day with Boy 

Scouts (April)  

 27 User Compliance/Resource 

Condition Monitoring Patrols 

to Rogue River Ranch (April 

through October) 

 1 Interagency BLM/FS 

Invasive Weed Eradication 

Patrol to Foster Bar 

 13 User Compliance/Resource 

Condition Monitoring Patrols 

to Foster Bar (March through 

December) 

 1 National Public Lands Day 

patrol on Upper Rogue to 

support volunteer river cleanup 

event (September) 

 

 
 
Wild Rogue River Use Report 
You can access the link to the Wild 

Rogue River User Report on the 

BLM Rogue River website.  The 

direct link to the use report is as 

follows:   

https://on.doi.gov/2KZFUmv  

Teaming Up to Battle Noxious Weeds 

The RRSNF and BLM partnered to remove 

noxious weeds along the whole Wild & 

Scenic stretch of river! 

The team put in at Grave Creek on May 

21st, and took out at Foster Bar on May 

25th. They had a total of 4 rafts that 

carried 13 people, along with all the work 

gear, and camping necessities. They 

treated both the FS and BLM sections of 

the river manually (using weed wrenches) 

and in some special instances, with 

herbicide. (On RRSNF sections, only 

Japanese knotweed (Polygonum 

cuspidatum) was treated with herbicide--

which is the only effective method of 

removing this highly invasive species.) 

Some of the other species targeted for 

removal were Scotch broom (Cytisus 

scoparius), French broom (Genista 

monspessulana), Spanish broom (Spartium 

junceum), rose campion (Lychnis coronaria) 

and dyer’s woad (Isatis tinctoria). 

What a great way to celebrate this 

amazing river! Awesome work, you guys! 

Brushy Bar Back in Service 

Over 1,200 50th Anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Act 

Boater Guides were given out at both Grave Creek Boat 

Ramp and at the Smullin Visitor Center to boaters floating 

the permitted section of the Rogue River. This boater guide 

focuses on campsites of the Wild Section of the Rogue 

River, detailing campsites with respective accommodations 

for each site.   

The 50th Anniversary Boater Guide PDF can be viewed/downloaded on 

Avenza (use the QR code) or via the BLM website: 

www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/orwa-rogue-river-boaters-guide.pdf 

50th Anniversary Boater Guide Debuted in 2018 

This year, the Gold Beach RD put Brushy Bar 

Guard Station back in service. They staffed it 

with 2 volunteers, James and Kami, who hit the 

ground running and had the cabin cleaned up 

in no time. They were tasked with maintaining 

all the bathrooms along the river, as well as 

maintaining the trail from Marial down to Foster Bar. We also depended on them 

to make numerous public contacts daily along the river to provide current fire 

restrictions, update fire activity, and police the campsites for litter. This couple had 

never done this type of thing before, and did so well that they set the bar pretty 

high for future volunteers! We are hoping they return for another fun season on the 

Rogue. 
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“No man ever steps in the same river twice, for it's not the same river and he's not the 

same man.”  Heraclitus 

Viewing wildlife on a river trip is always exciting, but when people and bears find 

themselves in close proximity, it can get too exciting at times. The FS and BLM have 

an observation report form to assist wildlife biologists to:  

 Promptly identify aggressive bear-human interactions, and when necessary, 

mitigate safety concerns in together with Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife. 

 Educate and prevent intentional and unintentional feeding of bears. 

 Encourage food/garbage security (e.g. electric fence, food hoist, bear proof 

boxes). 

 Monitor the effectiveness of bear deterrents when they are used (e.g. yelling, 

banging pots). 

 

A total of 50 observations forms were returned: 40 included bear sightings and 
10 did not. A total of 84 black bear sightings were reported; 49 adults and 35 
cubs. The total number of sightings does not equate to the number of individual 
bears in the area since the same animal may be reported numerous times. The 

highest frequency of observations occurred at Solitude (22) and Tate Creek (21). 
There were no reports of bears showing aggressive behavior toward people, and 2 
reported coming closer than 30 feet. There were no bears observed eating 
garbage or food from coolers. The food security device most used was the electric 

fence. 

Designated in 1968 under the federal 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the Rogue 

Wild and Scenic River is a charter member 

of our National System of Wild and Scenic 

Rivers.  This system of conserved and 

protected rivers in the United States is also 

celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2018! 

With passage of the Act, Congress 

allocated $15 million dollars for the US 

Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 

Management to purchase undeveloped 

land and negotiate conservation 

easements along the newly designated 

river.  Extending well into the 1980s, the 

federal managing agencies pursued our 

mandate to limit shoreline development 

and protect the scenic view from the river. 

The end result of this considerable, and 

sometimes controversial federal effort, 

serves as the backdrop for the tranquil 

days that so many visitors and residents 

from all over the world have come to 

enjoy on the lower Wild and Scenic Rogue 

River.  

 

 

By the numbers: 

Bureau of Land Management:   

 99 properties acquired; 2,354 acres 

 166 conservation easements; 1,901 

acres 

 

US Forest Service:     

 21 properties acquired; 1,758 acres 

 96 conservation easements; 1,120 

acres 

 16 tracts acquired by land exchange; 

963 acres 

 

While the acquisition phase of the land 

conservation program along the river is 

largely complete, staff from the Rogue 

River-Siskiyou National Forest and the 

BLM’s Medford District continue to invest 

considerable time and effort to ensure that 

the outstanding natural and scenic values 

of the river are protected on these lands.  

It’s no simple task; the agencies must also 

balance the rights and interests of private 

property owners who also help make the 

Rogue Wild and Scenic River the beautiful, 

scenic place that it is today.   

2018 Black Bear Report 

Did You Know... 
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New Ways to Experience the Rogue Have Arrived! 

Last year brought a new way for people to explore the Wild Rogue:  the Gold Beach 

RD issued a permit to South Coast Tours (SCT) to offer Stand Up Paddle Board (SUP) 

and Sit on Top Kayak trips from Foster Bar to Lobster Creek. The first year of operation 

was in 2017; however, the Chetco Bar Fire impacted tourism so severely, only a few 

trips were run. 2018 saw 61people over 16 days with SUPs and sit-on-tops—a big 

increase!  

There were concerns on how compatible this was going to be with motorized use and 

tour boats in the lower section, as well as the potential for overcrowding.  So far, it 

seems to work just fine! 

Trips start early in the day to work around the tour boat trips heading upriver.  Most 

trips take off the water in Agness, but longer trips, as well as kayak fishing trips, are 

available. “Our hope is that offering a new method of enjoying the Rogue River will 

increase visitor use in the Agness area,” said Bob Hemus.  

“Protected: A Wild & Scenic River Portrait” made it’s debut in 2018, and was 
shown at Film Festivals and events across the country, from southwest Oregon to 

Washington, D.C. , and everywhere in between! 

 

The film, which was 
produced in 
partnership with 
Freshwaters 
Illustrated, the River 
Management 
Society, the US 

Forest Service, and 
the Bureau of Land 
Management, 
features Tim Palmer 
and Anne Vileisis as 
they describe the importance of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. Even 
better,  the film uses the numerous Wild and Scenic Rivers of southwest Oregon to 
illustrate the importance of this monumental designation. Stunning cinematography 
take viewers down most of the WSRs in our corner of the world in a brief-but-

beautiful 12 minute tour.  

 

The film is available to watch on the RRSNF’s website at  https://

vimeo.com/249044434.  

 
 

WSRs Highlighted in Film Fests Across Nation! 
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Contact Information 
Your ideas and feedback are 

important!  We hope you will contact 

us to discuss Rogue River topics, let us 

know what you think about the 

newsletter, and provide suggestions for 

information you would like to see 

included in future newsletters if the 

concept is supported by you, the river 

users. Send us written comments and 

letters to the mailing addresses listed 

below:  

Jen Smith 

Acting Field Manager,  

Grants Pass Resource Area 

Bureau of Land Management 

(541) 471-6653 

 

Wade McMaster 

District Ranger 

Gold Beach Ranger District 

Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest  

(541) 439-6201 

 

Todd Neville 

Assistant Field Manager, Recreation 

Bureau of Land Management 

Grants Pass Resource Area 

(541) 471-6614 

 

Recreation Program Manager 

Gold Beach Ranger District 

Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest  

(541) 247-3640 

 

Rand Visitor Center Manager 

Grants Pass Resource Area 

Bureau of Land Management  

(541) 471-6649  

(541) 479-3735  

 

Patrick Kollodge 

Commercial Permit Administrator 

Grants Pass Resource Area 

Bureau of Land Management  

(541) 471-6648 

 

Bob Hemus 

Commercial Permit Administrator 

Gold Beach Ranger District  

Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest  

(541) 247-3647 

 

 

 

Looking Forward to 2019 

Lottery and Website Updates 

Groups may float the Rogue from lodge to lodge, or camp along the banks for the full 

wilderness experience.  For the wild section, permits are required year around, but the 

most remote and challenging whitewater, competitively allocated float permits are 

required from May 15 - October 15. 

To provide better, more accessible customer service the BLM and the USFS recently 

partnered with recreation.gov via instituting the Rogue River Non-Commercial Float 

Permit Lottery application process. Non-commercial whitewater boaters hoping to float 

the wild section of the Rogue River (from Grave Creek to Watson Creek) during the 

2019 season will now be able to submit their lottery applications online at 

www.recreation.gov.   The lottery application period will be open December 1, 2018 

through January 31, 2019 and will only be available through Recreation.gov.  There 

is a fee of $6.00 per application to apply to the lottery.  

More information and instructions are available at:  www.blm.gov/rogueriver. 

Lottery application assistance is also available during the open period by calling  

1-877-444-NRRS (6777).   

With the permit lottery offered through Recreation.gov, now both successful and 

unsuccessful lottery applicants will be notified by as early as February 10, 2019, 

twenty days earlier than the previous system. Applicants will also be able to check 

their Recreation.gov profile to view details of their lottery results. 

After the lottery closes, all successful permit reservations and float space openings 

resulting from cancellations will be managed by the Smullin Visitor Center at 

Rand. Please visit the updated BLM website www.blm.gov/rogueriver for more 

information. 

Bureau of Land Management 

Grants Pass Interagency Office 

2164 NE Spalding Avenue 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

(541) 471-6500 

 

Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest 

Gold Beach Ranger District 

29279 Ellensburg Avenue 

Gold Beach, OR 97444 

(541) 247-3600 

 

Smullin Visitor Center (Rand) 

14335 Galice Road 

Merlin, OR 97532 

(541) 479-3735  

BLM_OR_MD_Rogue_River_Mail@blm.gov  
 

Visit Our Offices or Email Us! 
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