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Plan Revision
Monthly Update

February 6, 2019



Ground Rules

 Purpose of monthly update is for the Revision Team to 
provide information and for the public to ask questions 
to the Team.

 Please mute your phone when in listening mode.
 Time will be available at the end of the call to ask 

questions.
 Please contact us after the call if you have further 

questions.
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 What is the Assessment? 
 What will the Assessment include? 
 Supplemental Reports
 Product Integration 

 Telling the Story: ArcGIS Story Maps and Videography
 What’s Next: Public Participation and Communication
 Questions
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 Initial deadline for working group submission of 
information was January 2, 2019 

 Planned calls with all working group members for 
Wednesday February 20 and Thursday February 
21 at 6PM to discuss next steps as the Forest Plan 
Revision Team works to review and incorporate the 
data provided by the groups into the draft 
assessment

Working Groups Information Update



 Reasonably Foreseeable Development Scenario 
 Air Quality, Water Quality, Water Supply, and 

Renewable Resources
 Biodiversity and Forest Health
 Outdoor Recreation 
 Community Working Groups: Athens, Marietta, and 

Ironton Units
 Ecological Forest Management, Climate Protection, 

and Sustainable Economies

Working Groups Information Update



 Reasonably Foreseeable Development Scenario (RFDS) 
Working Group 
 Working on developing up to date information about 

industry practices and engineering technology, geology, 
mineral ownership, past and current leasing, and 
economics

 Submitted geology and economic reports and a summary of 
industry practices in southeast Ohio 

Reasonably Foreseeable Development Scenario



Air Quality, Water Quality, Water Supply, 
and Renewable Energy 

 Group decided at orientation to combine these topics and 
look at effects of energy development on air quality, water 
quality, and water supply and the potential for renewable 
energy infrastructure on the Wayne

 Submitted a spreadsheet that goes through a series of 
topics and discusses context (importance/interest to people), 
whether it is affected by the plan, change since 2006, any 
information needs, and the resources cited 



Biodiversity & Forest Health

 Complied a 55-page document with ~one page write-up 
and one page bibliography for each of 19 areas of 
interest/issues on WNF (from a list of 60+ items compiled 
by all group members)

 Divided these into four themes: Forest Health, Landscape 
Processes, Vegetation, and Wildlife

 Each issue includes: Issue of concern, best available science, 
condition on the WNF, general remedies, and a 
bibliography



Outdoor Recreation

 Compiled a spreadsheet detailing benefits the Wayne 
National Forest provides in the form of various recreational 
activities and what is needed for each of those benefits to 
be fully realized

 Held a call on November 8 with facilitator to discuss next 
steps: starting to think about what might already be 
provided/be best provided by other public or private lands 
in the area and where the Wayne is the right/best option

 After this meeting, group focused on changed conditions 
since 2006 and providing any trend, scientific, or anecdotal 
data they or their groups might have to speak to that change



Community Groups – Athens Unit 

 Worked to develop a survey to capture community benefits 
and values relating to WNF

 Survey was not meant to be comprehensive or scientific, but 
gives a snapshot of public knowledge of FPR process and 
respondent interest in topics such as Wilderness designation

 138 responses to combined Athens/Ironton survey -
submitted with a report discussing the results as the group’s 
assessment submission 



Community Groups – Ironton Unit 

 Decided at orientation session that they wanted to focus on 
the cultural and heritage resources of the Ironton Unit 

 Utilized the same survey developed for the Athens Unit to 
capture community perceptions of benefits related to WNF

 Additionally, individuals submitted information on specific 
heritage resources of importance in the area with changed 
conditions since 2006 to consider



Community Groups – Marietta Unit 

 Decided at orientation session to split into two groups: 
private landowners and recreational opportunities 

 Did not meet or email again after initial orientation session 
though some group members are involved with other 
working groups or have reached out separately

 Provided good information at this initial orientation session 
that can be used in the assessment to speak to values/issues 
of concern

 Currently working with community members to ensure 
information is captured before draft assessment release and 
into plan development 



Ecological Forest Management, Climate 
Protection, and Sustainable Economies

 Focused on mineral leasing, controlled burns, timber harvests, 
and impacts of management practices from the 2006 plan 
related to climate, socioeconomic well being (Environmental 
Justice), and the broader landscape

 Compiled a117-page (including annotated bibliography) 
focused on changed conditions since 2006 and proposed 
changes to 2006 plan with additional references and 
connections to previous data submissions and other working 
group information
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 The Assessment phase of the plan revision process is 
a rapid documentation and evaluation of existing 
information about ecological, social, and economic 
conditions, trends, and sustainability

 The Wayne’s Assessment will take into account 
information provided by Forest Service specialists, 
working groups, partners, and public comments–
focusing on what has changed since the 2006 
management plan was developed and released 

What is the Assessment? 



1. The Need for Change document is the focal point of the Assessment
2. The presentations include all relevant data and information 

provided by Forest Service specialists, working groups, partners, 
and public comments. These are compiled into a concise summary
document. Information in the presentations and summary link to 
identified Need for Change items. 

3. The supplemental reports provide contextual information required 
by the Forest Service Handbook. They evaluate distribution and 
ecological integrity of ecosystem types present on the Wayne

4. Story Maps and video presentations will convey the information 
succinctly and visually with information from the presentations, 
summary, and Need for Change materials

What will the Assessment include? 



 Terrestrial Condition
 Aquatic and Watershed Condition
 Carbon
 Air 
 At-risk Species
 Wilderness Inventory
 Wild & Scenic Rivers Inventory
 RFDS

Supplemental Reports



Need for Change (document)

Supplemental 
Reports

Presentations/Assessment Summary 

Project Record (Bibliography) Project Record (GIS)

Planning Story Map Video Presentations

Assessment Product Integration



 ArcGIS Story Maps 
 ArcGIS Online specialists helping create visually 

appealing story map that presents the plan revision 
process and key points from each part of the 
Assessment and Need for Change 

 Videography
 Working with Ohio University videographer to craft a 

succinct narrative of the Assessment and Need for 
Change that will assist the public in understanding the 
changes that have developed since 2006

Draft Assessment: Telling the Story



 Weaves together data, maps, narratives, and images 
together to tell a visually-compelling story.

 Several distinct story maps currently planned that will 
roll out one at a time throughout the process.

ArcGIS Story Maps

 Planned:
 Forest Plan Revision Overview 

(currently in development)
 Assessment
 Need for Change
 Plan Development
 Wild Cards: Wilderness and Wild & 

Scenic Rivers, Species of 
Conservation Concern



 Several videos will be produced.
 Informative, visually-appealing, and short (2-5 minutes 

each)

 Currently in development: draft assessment “teaser”
 ~90 second long video that will be released when the 

draft assessment is released. 
 Goal: Draw more people into the revision process.

 More videos will come out with the final assessment, 
and will provide concise summaries on our assessment 
themes.

Videos



Tentative Assessment Timeline

 Assessment Phase
 April 2019 – Release of the draft assessment
 45-day official public comment period after the release of 

the draft assessment and need for change.
 Summer 2019 – Release of the final assessment

** Even as we move forward, the working groups and others can 
continue to submit information and provide input throughout the 
assessment. 
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 WNF hopes for continued working group 
involvement throughout the plan revision process 
and will work with groups to figure out the best 
path forward

 Planning participatory public meetings after draft 
assessment release

What’s Next: Public Participation and Communication



How can we increase 
involvement and 
transparency/communication? 

 Continued monthly update calls 
 Outreach at area and 

statewide events
 Distributed flyers 
 Speaking/sharing updates at 

community meetings? 

What’s Next: Public Participation and Communication
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Questions?



How to participate

Forest Plan Revision Webpage: 
www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayn
e/landmanagement/planning

 Submit comments
 Sign up for email alerts
 Find information on public 

meetings
 Contact the revision team

Email: 
WaynePlanRevision@fs.fed.us
Phone: (740) 753-0555
Mail: 

Wayne National Forest 
Supervisor's Office
c/o Forest Plan Revision Team
13700 US Highway 33

Nelsonville, OH 45764

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning
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