
2019 DEAD FIREWOOD REMOVAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This instruction sheet/map is part of your FIREWOOD REMOVAL PERMIT as an attachment 
per the General Conditions listed on the back of your permit. Your Personal-Use Dead & Down 
Firewood Permit is for the Prescott National Forest only. You must have your permit in your 
possession while cutting wood. It is illegal for others to use your permit to remove wood. 

 
1. You are allowed a maximum of 10 cords per calendar year, per household. Minimum 

purchase is $20 for 4 cords. 

2. See attached maps for areas where wood cutting is not allowed. Other areas not shown 
on the map where cutting is prohibited include Forest Service administrative sites, 
developed recreation areas, timber sales, and other areas signed on the ground. 

3. The following types and sizes of firewood may be removed: 
a. Dead and Down logs and debris of any size and species. 
b. Any size standing dead juniper or pinyon (outside of stream courses). 
c. Trees must be completely dead with NO live branches. 
d. Cut all standing dead trees as close to the ground as possible. Stump heights shall not 

exceed 12 inches and slash will be cut and scattered to less than 2 feet above the 
ground to allow for decomposition. 

e. Standing dead trees with signs attached to them must NOT be cut. 

CAUTION: DO NOT CUT STANDING PONDEROSA PINE, FIR, OAK, ASPEN OR OTHER 
HARDWOODS! 

 
4. Motorized Travel is restricted to 50 feet off roadways. Do not block roads and trails 

with cutting debris or with your vehicle. 

5. Firewood removal may be prohibited during periods of extreme fire danger, and is 
prohibited when wet roads or soil conditions exist. You will be held liable for damages 
done to roads, soils, or vegetation. 

6. Your power saw must have a Forest Service approved spark arrestor (.023 inch or less) in 
good condition. Please pack out all your trash. 

7. All sales are final and not subject to refund. Lost permits will not be replaced. 
 

8. In an effort to protect National Forest lands and roads from damage due to vehicle use 
during wet conditions, seasonal restrictions are necessary 



Instructions for the Prescott National Forest Fuelwood Tag System 
 

2019 
 
The Prescott National Forest has implemented a tag system for forest product removal 
(fuelwood). 

 
The tags, in quarter cord increments, must be attached to the load of fuelwood and be visible 
from the rear of the vehicle. The tags can be nailed (i.e. nail or screwdriver), taped or stapled to 
a piece of the wood. They must be attached in some manner that keeps them visible but make 
sure they are secure so they don’t come off in transit. The tags must be attached before you 
leave the cutting area and always during transit. Tag what you have already gathered even if 
you are not finished cutting. If a vehicle is transporting fuelwood on National Forest lands and 
has no visible tag(s) they will be stopped by Forest personnel. 

 
Each quarter tag is numbered and corresponds with the tag numbers on your permit. 

 
How to tag the load-For example, if you are transporting 3 quarters of a cord of wood you 
would need to display 3 tags. Permittees must punch out, with a pen/pencil/hole-puncher, the 
MONTH, DAY, DAY OF WEEK and AM/PM on each tag. Permittees are still required to fill 
out the Product Removal Record on the front page of the fuelwood permit in conjunction with 
“tagging the load”. 

 

For the year 2019-ORANGE colored tags are only valid for dead/down fuelwood permits. 
 
If you have any questions about the tag system, please call one of the Prescott N.F. District 
Offices. 

 
Thank you. 

 
PRESCOTT NATIONAL FOREST 

344 S. CORTEZ ST. 
PRESCOTT AZ 86303 

 
If you have any questions regarding a specific area, please contact one of the offices listed below. 

 
 

Cortez/Bradshaw Office 
344 S. Cortez St. 
Prescott AZ 86303 
(928) 443-8000 

Chino Valley Office 
735 N. Hwy 89 
Chino Valley AZ 86323 
(928) 777-2200 

Verde Office 
300 E. Hwy 260 
Camp Verde AZ 86322 
(928) 567-4121 

 
Prescott National Forest offices are open 

Monday – Friday (closed on all federal holidays). 
 

For forest emergencies call: 777-5700, for other emergencies dial 9-1-1. 



PROCEDURE FOR DETERMINING FUEL WOOD CAPACITY OF A PICKUP OR TRAILER 
A cord is a well-stacked pile, 4x4x8 feet. This is 128 cubic feet of wood. 

 
Top view of truck box Side view of truck box and actual 

 

 
1. Measure pickup box width (W) to the nearest one (1) foot. 
2. Measure pickup box length (L) to the nearest one (1) foot. 
3. Measure height of actual or anticipated load (H) to the nearest one (1) foot. 
4. Multiply W x L x H to determine cubic foot capacity of truck box trailer box. 
5. Divide (W x L x H) by 128 cubic feet per cord to determine capaci1y of truck or trailer in cords. 

 
** Anticipated load capacity: 
Trucks or trailers without side racks are generally loaded only a foot or so above the top of the truck box or trailer. Side racks allow for 
loading to the top of the rack or slightly higher, provided the suspension of the truck or trailer can support the weight. 

 
**Example:  

W=4 feet; L=6 feet; H=3 feet (no side racks) 
4 x 6 x 3 = 72 cubic foot capacity. 
72 cubic feet / 128 cubic feet per cord = 0.56 cords or about 1/2 cord. 
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