
The Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) has been used as a framework to identify, classify, plan, 
and manage a range of recreation settings for both existing and desired conditions. Six distinct settings: 
urban, rural, roaded natural, semi-primitive motorized, semi-primitive non-motorized, and primitive are 
defined using specific physical, social, and managerial criteria. The level of access, development, and 
social encounters increase when moving from primitive to urban on the spectrum. Level of remoteness 
decreases when moving from primitive to urban on the spectrum (see graphic). 

 

The basic assumption underlying the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum is that quality in outdoor 
recreation is best assured through provision of a diverse set of opportunities. Settings vary in level of 
development, access, and other factors. Providing a wide range of settings, insures that the broadest 
segment of public will find quality recreational experiences, both now and in the future. Although the 
notion of quality is relative, (i.e., a value judgment) the concept of quality can be stated for 
management decisions in this way: quality depends on what experiences the individual is looking for, 
how much of it is realized, and the degree of satisfaction. 

Existing ROS for the Carson NF has been mapped (see maps that follow). Desired ROS modifies the 
existing ROS based on plan direction. The distribution among recreational opportunities varies across 
plan alternatives based on the theme of the alternative and plan components that effect physical, social, 
and managerial settings. 

ROS Class Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 

Wilderness (not included in Alt 1 ROS) 110,662 NA NA NA NA 

Primitive (P) 0 93,326 91,124 94,936 93,476 

Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized (SPNM) 219,222 367,310 367,859 376,021 373,597 

Semi-Primitive Motorized (SPM) 761,500 714,800 719,493 710,508 710,999 

Roaded Natural (RN) 487,669 308,647 309,395 306,406 306,009 

Rural (R) 2,195 586 586 586 586 

Urban (U) 1,728 1,807 1,807 1,807 1,807 

Undertermined 3,788 3,788 0 0 3,788 
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