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Beavers and a Bridge

Busy beavers, doing what they do, raised the water 
level at East Branch Spring Creek.  Rising water 
undermined the sills on a bridge  crossing the 
creek.  The bridge, part of the Timberline ATV Trail, 
san on one side and became it too short and 
unsafe.  Thanks to $26,000 in recreation fee 
revenue, the Forest matched a state grant and built 
a longer bridge with streamflow diversion 
structures.  The Forest also rehabilitated the bank 
of the stream.  

Smooth Riding at Rocky Gap

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Forest 
visitor 
enjoying 
the well 
maintaine
d Rocky 
Gap ATV 
Trail. 

ATV riders 
enjoying the 

Fall 2015 
Tour de Forest 

ATV Ride.

Allegheny National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

The Rocky Gap ATV Trail had numerous potholes 
and ruts because of heavy use.  The Forest was 
able to address these issues and place extra gravel 
where needed along 33 miles of this trail thanks to 
$1,600 of recreation fee revenue that leveraged 
$15,000 in state ATV funds.  In addition the Forest 
helped to prevent further erosion and surface 
water runoff by cleaning outflow ditches and 
removing berms along the outside trail edge.
These routine trail maintenance activities are 
essential for a high quality trail experience for 
forest visitors and a safer ride. 



Accomplishment Highlights 2016 Eastern Region

Other Accomplishments

View of Kinzua Reservoir from Rimrock Overlook

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Allegheny National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

814-728-6231
Email: robertmonroe@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Bi-annual Tour De Forest ATV Ride 
With the administration of a special-use permit, 
the Forest authorized a two-day recreation 
event for the Marienville Volunteer Fire 
Department (MVFD) to once again hold their 
bi-annual Tour de Forest, a family oriented 81.5 
mile ATV ride on Forest roads and trails. 

Timberline Mile Marking
Trail reassurance and mile marking signage was 
installed on 38 miles of the Timberline Trail.  
The signs will assist in way-finding for forest 
visitors and will be a means to report blow-
downs, maintenance needs, accidents, break-
downs, and accomplishments. 

Trail Inventory
The Forest inventoried constructed features on 
37 miles of the Marienville ATV and Bike Trails 
to gauge their condition and plan future 
rehabilitation. This information will be used to 
develop a new trail maintenance contract.

Trail Maintenance on Timberline ATV Trail
The Forest maintained 58 miles of Timberline 
ATV Trail. The work included graveling and 
redressing the trail tread, replacing undersized 
culverts and clearing and re-establishing 
outflow ditches to improve erosion control. 

mailto:robertmonroe@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us


Forest Service

United States Department of Agriculture

Shawnee National Forest

It’s No Picnic!

The long winter and wet spring enabled the Forest 
to restore or replace over 300 picnic tables. Tables 
from Lakewood to Washburn, Medford to 
Florence received extra attention and care to 
ready sites for the picnic season.  The tables stood
ready to host the great food and fun that came 
with visitors.

A nice setting for your place setting

Improving the Experience

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

New steps at 
twin lakes 
Campground

The Forest covers more 
than 1.5 million acres 

of Wisconsin’s  
Northwoods.  This 

offers unbeatable hiking 
and fishing 

opportunities.  

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

The Forest worked on many improvements to the 
42 campgrounds and 66 day use sites that have 
recreation fees.  The Forest added recycling 
services to many sites, giving more visitors an 
opportunity to be green.  Many  “privies’ received 
new doors, roofs, and hooks for keeping coats, 
packs or other items off the floor.  The Forest also 
upgraded kiosks and improved many trails that 
leads to lakes or go through the Northwoods.  
Other improvements included removing hazard 
trees, repairing plumbing systems, re-painting, 
repairing and replacing bulletin boards, recreation 
and directional signs, and sign posts.
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Other Accomplishments
• Supported volunteer campground hosts at 15 

sites who answered visitor questions, 
completed cleaning and maintenance tasks and 
enhanced security for our visitors.

• Funded additional law enforcement patrols on 
holidays, weekends and evenings..

• Replaced parking barriers and fences with 
maintenance free boulders at several locations.

• Replaced several fire rings to make them 
accessible..

• Restored viewshed at Richardson Lake and Twin 
Lakes Campgrounds to improved campsite air 
flow and view of lake.

• Completed upgrades at Boulder Lake Day Use, 
including new fountains, painting, and energy 
efficient lighting upgrade.

• Brushed out Newman Springs, Round Lake 
Logging Dam, Wintergreen trails for a better 
visitor experience.

• Repaired or replaced Round Lake Logging Dam 
foot bridge spindles, railing and decking, 
including staining and sealing the bridge for 
improved visitor safety.

• Replaced a hand pump at Namekagon
Campground.

• Repaired faulty switch at electric well at 
Namekagon Campground.

• Groomed cross country ski trails weekly at 13 
ski areas during the winter recreation season.

Fall day on East Branch Chippewa River at 
Stockfarm Campground.

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
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*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Chequamegon-Nicolet
National Forest   

Recreation Fee Program Contact
715-362-1373

Email: jeffmell@fs.fed.us
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/cnnf

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

mailto:jeffmell@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/cnnf
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us


Forest Service

United States Department of Agriculture

Shawnee National Forest

So Long Dam, Hello Rapids

The Forest removed a dam at the mouth of 
Mississippi River that was built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in 1928.  This dam, located at 
Knutson Dam Campground, had blocked access 
between the river and Cass Lake.  In addition the 
new, more natural dam, created with rocks forming 
arch rapids, will improve water flow for fish and 
aquatic species habitat. The project, costing over $1 
million was funded through federal and state grants 
and included a new fishing pier.  Recreation fee 
funds of $5,000 paid for a new septic holding tank 
for the campground host.

Showers About to Get Cleaner

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

The Forest has finished planning and will begin
upgrades Norway Beach Recreation Area, starting 
with four new vault toilets at a cost of about 
$114,000.  More improvements to this sit will 
occur over the next several years. 

Campsite 
located within 

Norway Beach.  

The tear 
down to 
rebuild 
Stony 
Point 
showers

The Start of Something Good

Chippewa National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

.

.

The Forest is using recreation fee funds from to 
help remodel the Stony Point shower building, 
which will cost a total of about $135,000. 
Remodeling will include complete renovation of 
the interior and exterior of the building and new 
energy efficient fixtures. Located on Leech Lake 
with both boat and beach access, Stony Point 
Campground features many comforts surrounded 
old growth forests.  
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Other Accomplishments

• Removed  boat access planks at Wanaki Boat 
Access in Norway Beach Recreation Area.

• Upgraded toilets at Cut Foot Horse Camp.
• Installed new picnic tables at South Winnie 

Campground.
• Installed new grills at Northstar Campground.
• Funded campground hosts and volunteers 

who helped maintain the Forest's 21 
campgrounds.

• Hosted two Youth Conservation Corps crews 
who helped to maintain and clean recreation 
fee sites. 

• Helped provide seasonal recreation and 
environmental education services.

Cass Lake is one of many lakes and rivers that inspire summer 
activities on the Forest.  

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
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*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Chippewa National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

218-335-8661
Email: christinembrown@fs.fed.us
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/chippewa

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

New erosion control embankment and pier at 
Knutson Dam Campground.

mailto:christinembrown@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/chippewa
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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The Water, Including the Shower Water, is Fine at Hapgood

Hapgood Pond Recreation Area is situated 
northeastern portion of the Green Mountain 
National Forest and includes the eight-acre 
Hapgood Pond.  With facilities built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, it was the first land acquired 
by the Forest.   

Water filtering system at Hapgood Campground

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Hapgood pond at Sunset 

Green Mountain and Finger Lakes 
National Forests 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

The small pond is a popular place for non-motorized 
boating, including canoeing and kayaking. A carry-
down launch area is located on the south end of the 
pond and a fishing pier is on the shore.  
The area also has a campground , picnic areas with 
tables and grills, a 0.8-mile nature trail, and a beach 
for swimming.
To improve the visitor experience at Hapgood, the 
Forest spent recreation fee funds on the shower 
building and water storage tank.  This included
• Installing new shower heads and controls.
• Upgrading the ventilation system by adding duct 

work, grills, humidistat controls, and a 
condensation pan and drain in the fan.

• Adding a sediment filter, as well as bypass and 
shutoff valves on the  incoming shower line.

• Maintaining the water storage tank by removing 
all sediment, washing and sanitizing  the inside 
and out, installing screens vent and overflow 
pipes, sealing  holes and cracks, protecting the 
tank with using a coating material.  
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Other Accomplishments

• Repaired picnic tables at  Moosalamoo
Campground 

• Replaced kiosk roof at Chittenden Brook 
Campground

• Replaced kiosk and accessible picnic tables 
at Blueberry Patch Campground 

• Staffed forest protection officers to provide 
extra safety and security and recreation fee 
sites.

Appalachian Gap
Photo Credit: Daniel Liebowitz, 2015 Share the Experience

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
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*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Allegheny National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

802-747-6722
Email: dgrosz@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/gmfl

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

New picnic 
tables

Seneca Lake
Photo Credit: 
Jim Cotton, 
2014 Share 

the 
Experience

mailto:dgrosz@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gmfl
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Grand Island Getaway

The Grand Island National Recreation Area is the 
perfect place to spend a day or even just a few 
hours biking and exploring. The island’s 
breathtaking overlooks, pristine sandy beaches, 
fascinating cultural sites, deep hard woods, and 
inland lakes make it an exciting and secluded 
destination.

Docks at Grand Island

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Point Iroquois 
Lighthouse is 
one of many 

visited features 
on the Hiawatha 
National Forest

Picking up 
trash on 
Grand 
Island.

Hiawatha National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

The Forest used about $20,000 of recreation fee 
funds along with appropriated funds to maintain 
and upgrade visitor facilities on the island. 
Activities included clearing hazard trees, routine 
trail maintenance, water system maintenance, 
maintenance and replacement of picnic tables and 
benches, and installation of food lockers.  The 
Forest also  constructed over 100 feet of sand 
ladder for campsites on Trout Bay to protect the 
sensitive ecosystem.  Finally the Forest provided 
regular staff patrols to explain rules and 
regulations and answer questions.  
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Other Accomplishments

Developed Sites
• Maintained 58 campsites and Tom's Cabin, 

Cookson Lake, Council Lake, Ewing Point, 
and McKeever Cabin.

• Replaced steps between Baldy Lake 
campsite and lake.

• Purchased and delivered firewood to
McKeever Cabin

• Cut, split, stacked, and delivered firewood 
throughout the summer to several 
campsites to prevent resource damage.

• Provided safety and security patrols
• Tested water and pumped toilets
Visitor Services
• Helped staff Munising Interagency Visitor 

Center, which had over 150,000 visitors, a 
record number for the center.  

Sunrise over Hunters Point Campground from Little Bay De 
Noc. The Forest provides excellent water access to Lake 

Michigan, Lake Superior and Lake Huron. 

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Hiawatha National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

906-428-5889
Email: pholeva@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Lakeside campsite

mailto:pholeva@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Rockin’ the Trail

Recreation crews rehabilitated a low, flat section 
of the Oriole West trail that remained wet most of 
the year.  The crew placed separation fabric and 
then raised the trail by placing 200 tons of 
aggregate rock on approximately one mile of trail.  
In addition the crew installed a ‘rolling dip’ to help 
remove water from the trail.  This work cost about
$3,872 of recreation fee funds and will also 
minimize erosion impacts from horse use.  

Reinforced 
surface tread on 
Oriole West 
Trail helps 
prevent erosion 
through this wet 
area.

Grubb Ridge Trail Bridge

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Completed 
bridge

Crews 
working 
on Grubb 
Ridge 
Trail 
Bridge

Hoosier National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

Recreation personnel along with the summer 
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) completed a 
bridge along the Grubb Ridge trail in the Charles 
Deem Wilderness. The bridge was built on existing 
trail which had problems with drainage and runoff. 
Recreation personnel and a crew of three YCC 
members worked together to complete the 
project. Approximately $1800 of recreation funds 
were used to fund bridge materials and labor 
costs. 

Horse riders 
enjoy newly 
resurfaced 
trail.  
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Other Accomplishments

• Cleared 112 miles and mowed 130 miles of 
multiple use trail.

• Placed 60 tons of aggregate and installed 3 
rolling dips at Mogan Ridge West Trail, and 
100 tons of aggregate and 2 rolling dips on 
German Ridge reroute project.  Also installed 
5 more rolling dips on German Ridge Trail, 8 
rolling dips on Mogan Ridge East Trail

• Installed 7 water bars on Two Lakes 
Interpretive Trail with the help of volunteers.

• Purchased Two Zero Turn mowers.
Special Recreation Permit Administration
• Patrolled multiple use trails during recreation 

season checking for compliance of trail use 
rules and regulations.

• Checked Outfitter and Guide permittees for 
compliance.

• Administered recreation permit program.

View of fall foliage from atop the Hickory Ridge Lookout 
Tower, located in the Charles Deam Wilderness

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Chippewa National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

812-276-4763
Email: ckconer@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/hoosier

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

mailto:ckconer@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hoosier
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us


Forest Service

United States Department of Agriculture

Shawnee National Forest

Remembering Camp O-Ge-Maw-Ke
While a stand-alone fire-
place in a campground, 
may appear odd, the
restored structure at 
Wagner Lake Campground 
brings back a bit of history.  
Using about $3,500 of 
recreation fee funds, the 
restored rustic stone 
fireplace is all that remains 
of the YMCA Camp O-Ge-
Maw-Ke, which was in use 
from 1928 to 1964. The 
site will host interpretive 
programs  featuring
the history of 
the camp.

Better Launching on Bear Creek

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

The Forest rebuilt information boards at Rainbow 
Rapids, a popular site on the Pere Marquette Wild 
and Scenic River, which is used year round
primarily for fishing.  The Forest uses this board to 
post information such as float times, safety 
messages, watercraft permit information, and a 
map. 

Original 
YMCA 

building

Restored chimney

All the Info Fit to Print

Huron-Manistee National Forests 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

.

The Forest restored Bear Creek Boat Launch, to 
improve public safety for recreationists, permitted 
fishing guides and canoe liveries.  Located on the 
Manistee Wild and Scenic River, the boat launch is 
a key access point to the river. 

Worker 
surveys the 

improved 
Bear Creek 

Boat 
Launch
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Other Accomplishments
• Removed 50 hazard and other fallen trees from 

developed recreation sites. 
• Staffed a Mobilize Green intern who provided 

public education opportunities every weekend.
• Partially funded river interns who provided 

public contacts on the Pere Marquette Wild and 
Scenic River. 

• Help fund North Country Trail Association 
volunteers provided 805 hours (valued at 
$18,230) to maintain a segment of the NCNST.

• Administered 58 outfitter and guide special use 
permits to standard. 

• Removed snow at Pere Marquette River Access 
sites during the winter months for angler access.

• Supported law enforcement in eight counties.
• Improved four water systems to comply with 

new Michigan drinking water regulations, which 
will save over $600 per year.

• Replaced wooden features at Dobson Bridge, 
Low Bridge and Peterson Bridge access points on 
the Pine River.

• Repaired the Slagle Creek Bridge, located on the 
Manistee River Loop. 

Swans on Au Sable Wild and Scenic River.  Credit  
Mark Sawicki, 2015 Share the Experience.

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Huron Manistee National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

231-775-5023
Email: kthrall@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Slagle Creek 
Bridge Repairs

mailto:kthrall@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Tackling the Flood

A severe flood occurred in Dec 2015 that greatly 
impacted trails, campgrounds, picnic areas and 
other recreation sites.  The flood waters scoured 
soils, damaged infrastructure, left sedimentation 
and debris on sites across the forest.  Recreation 
fee funds enabled staff to inspect sites, repair and 
clean them up as needed.  

Floods scoured sections of recreation sites.

Sweet Smelling Camping

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Each year the 
Forest removes 
fallen trees, repairs 
and/or installs 
drainage 
structures, repairs 
eroded trail tread, 
fixes bridges, and 
installs signs on 
trails. 

Septic system 
installation.  This 
improved system 
will help attract 
great hosts.  

Cleared OHV Riding Trail

So Many Trails

Mark Twain National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

The host site at Cobb Ridge Campground had an 
undersized vault that held grey and black water.  
This outdated system required multiple pumpings
each year.  The Forest installed a septic system, 
which will reduce the risk of the vault overflowing.  
This system will pay for itself in about three years 
as pumping will no longer be required. 
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Other Accomplishments

Fourche day use site

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Mark Twain National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

573-341-7472
Email: amandawalker@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/mtnf

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

• Supported volunteer hosts at eight recreation 
areas. These volunteers greeted and assisted 
visitors; cleaned toilets and sites; picked up 
litter; mowed grass to reduce visitor contact 
with ticks, insects, and venomous snakes; and 
improved site security. 

• Maintained quality recreation experiences 
across the Forest through routine services such 
as mowing, trash collection, cleaning, vault 
toilet and septic tank pumping, minor building 
repairs, and utility payment. 

• Enhanced public safety through hazard tree and 
hazard limb removal, testing of drinking water, 
testing of swim water, and purchasing 
playground inspection equipment. 

• Helped provide additional Forest Service law 
enforcement patrols for public safety and 
assistance, including emergency medical 
services on busy weekends. 

mailto:amandawalker@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/mtnf
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Improvements Throughout Lake Sherwood Recreation Area

Water enthusiasts can rent a variety of items, such 
as kayaks, canoes, peddle boats and paddle 
boards, through the Lake Sherwood boat house.  
In addition the camp store there sells firewood 
and ice.  In 2016, the Forest used about $18,700 of 
recreation fee funds, to demolish old building and 
construct a new concrete pad in preparation for a 
the new building.

Boat rental 
building at 
Lake 
Sherwood.

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Kiosks provide important visitor information and new 
dumpsters will help keep floating trash to a minimum.  

Monongehla National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

Lake Sherwood is a complete family recreation 
area offering a wide variety of activities. Lake 
Sherwood, the largest lake in the Monongahela 
National Forest, is a 165 acre impoundment at an 
elevation of 2700 feet above sea level. The 
recreation area includes a large campground, 
swimming beaches, a picnic area, and trails.
The Forest installed a new kiosk, constructed by 
the Anthony Correctional Center, and new 
dumpsters.   Because the dumpsters hold more 
trash, the Forest expected to save around 240 
hours each year which had been used in just 
picking up trash that found its way outside of small 
trash cans.  
The Forest also replaced the well pump and 
replaced electricity at Meadow Creek Loop.
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Other Accomplishments
• Administered and monitored the Polar Bear 

Plunge at Blue Bend campground and a 
triathlon at Lake Sherwood.

• Staffed campground hosts who spent 11,651 
hours monitoring sites, collecting trash, and 
cleaning and maintaining campsites.

• Removed flood debris and assessed sites at 
Blue Bend, Williams and Cranberry River 
RUA's, Cranberry, Tea Creek, and Day Run 
Campgrounds.

• Removed nearly 150 hazard trees from 
campgrounds. 

• Installed 100' of accessible paths for two 
toilets at Williams River RUA. 

• Repaired and painted eight picnic tables at 
Bishop Knob Campground.

A canoe waits 
for use at 
Lake 
Sherwood 
Recreation 
Area.

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Collections/Overhead
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Allegheny National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

814-728-6231
Email: robertmonroe@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Flood damage 
was assessed 
and repaired 
at Blue Bend 
Campground.

mailto:robertmonroe@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/allegheny
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Water for Winter at Johnson Recreation Area

The Forest completed upgrades to the pump house that supplies potable water to the campground in the 
Johnson Creek Recreation Area on the Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District using over $43,000 of recreation fee 
funds. These upgrades will allow visitors who use the site during winter months to have drinkable water.   
The upgrades included insulating all the walls, installing a new ceiling, and installing new solar panels with a 
battery bank to run a heater for the building. In addition, the Forest replaced some solar panels, after a high 
wind storm damaged them, that run the well pump. The forest also hardened, the area around the solar 
panels and pump house with landscape fabric and rock to control vegetation and ease maintenance.  

Pump house, solar panels, and water access point by 
the road at Johnson Creek Campground.

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Finally, the Forest extended the water line out to 
the shoulder of Johnson Creek and added an 
accessible water hydrant so that visitors could 
have easier access to the water.

High winds took 
down the solar 
panels that operate 
the well pump in 
early 2016.

The new insulation and heater 
that will keep the Johnson 

Creek campground well house 
operating in the colder months.

Shawnee National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016



Accomplishment Highlights 2016 Eastern Region

Images of the Shawnee

Garden of the Gods-Camel Rock
Photo Credit: Kang Yong Loh

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Shawnee National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

618-253-1038
Email: stevendharris@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Pine Hills (top)

From rocky views to large lakes, 
the Shawnee has it all.

Lake Kinkaid  (bottom)

mailto:stevendharris@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Improving Portage Route

Sometime people need to carry their boats 
overland to reach the next stretch of water.  
Called portage, this heavy traffic can cause erosion  
through damaged trees and vegetation.  To help, 
the Forest re-routed a portage landing along the 
Kawishiwi River. In addition, they stabilized the 
shoreline and logged and brushed the route.  The 
entire project took approximately 700 hours.

Heavily eroded section of 
portage vs. the new 

hardened portage route.  

Landing the Landings

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

In June 2016, a huge storm in northeastern 
Minnesota toppled trees on several campsites and 
portages as well as sections of the Border Route 
Hiking Trail. Thanks to recreation fee funds, 
Wilderness rangers were able to re-establish 
campsites and portages within days of the storm 
to enable continued recreation.  The 12 rangers 
spent a total of 16 days cleaning up the storm’s 
mess.

All Wilderness 
work requires 
traditional 
tools such as 
cross cut saws, 
axes and rock 
bars.

Taking the Bite Out of the Storm

Superior National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

To address eroded landings at two Pipestone Bay 
campsites, the Forests added several check dams 
and water diversions to the steep slope.   They 
also dragged boulders onto the landing to better 
manage boat traffic and transplanted trees onto 
the hillside to retain soils and improve the scenic 
appeal.  

The hard 
work of 

moving big 
boulders.  
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Other Accomplishments
• Inventoried and maintained designated campsites, 

removed hazard trees, restored canoe landings 
and tents pads, and maintained and replaced 
wilderness latrines and fire grates. 

• Cut and cleared hundreds of miles of canoe 
portages and trails after June storm.

• Cleared brush and repaired trail/portage tread, 
bridges, boardwalk and drainage structures, 
rehabilitated and dismantled illegal structures.

• Monitored, inventoried, treated (226 sites) and 
provided education on non-native invasive plants 
and other terrestrial and aquatic exotic species. 

• Supported law enforcement activities, partnership 
agreements, and search and rescue operations.

• Administered 134 permits for guided activities 
such as fishing, canoeing, cross country skiing, 
snow shoeing, hunting, filming, portage 
operation and dog sledding. 

• Administered 62 Cooperative Agreements for 
local businesses to issue BWCAW permits.

• Conducted archaeological surveys of campsites 
and portages, and restored historical structures.

Ge-be-on-e-quet Lake, Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Superior National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

218-626-4325
Email: annschwaller@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/superior

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Freighting 
material  to 

repair a 300 
foot boardwalk 

on Thomas 
Lake.

mailto:annschwaller@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/superior
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Riders Get Amazing Views

The Balancing Rock Horse Trail, which opened 
April 8, 2016, lies in a quiet corner of southeastern 
Ohio adjacent to scenic Lake Vesuvius. The trail is 
approximately four miles long and blends portions 
of an old horse trail with newly developed trail. 
Along the route, visitors can view ancient 
“pedestal” siltstone rock formations. 
Approximately 60 volunteers from the Ohio 
Horsemen Council, Elkins Creek Horse Club, Ohio 
University Southern, and the Ironton, Ohio 
community helped plan and construct the trail. 
Recreation fee revenue from the sale of trail 
permits were leveraged with volunteer 
contributions to construct the new trail. 

Balancing Rock 
Horse Trail ribbon 
cutting ceremony

Old Outhouses are Out!

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Trail riders on the new Balancing Rock Horse Trail

Old vs. 
new vault toilets at Burr Oak Campground

Wayne National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016

The Forest replaced four old wooden vault toilets 
at Burr Oak Cove and Stone Church Horse 
campgrounds with much improved concrete ones.   
This project reduced deferred maintenance costs 
by $120,000 and used $90,000 in appropriated 
funds and $30,000 in recreation fee revenue. All 
four new toilets are now fully accessible, whereas 
only two accommodated  the needs of people 
with wheelchairs, strollers, etc. 
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Other Accomplishments

Recreation fee funds were combined with 
federal funding, grants and volunteers to 
accomplish the following projects:
• Maintained and improved approximately 

300 miles of OHV, horse, and mountain 
bike trails.

• Maintained six fee campgrounds 
• Maintained a swimming beach and two 

group picnic areas 
• Installed goose deterring lights at swimming 

beach.
• Installed a visitor information kiosk at Dorr 

Run OHV Trailhead #1 (Sycamore Trailhead).

A serene pond at Lamping Homestead Campground.

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Wayne National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

740-753-0884
Email: cwilberger@fs.fed.us

Online: www.fs.usda.gov/wayne

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Stone Church Horse Campground

mailto:cwilberger@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wayne
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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Preparing for Bear Country

The Forest helped visitors understand the importance of properly storing food and other attractants in order 
to prevent black bears from becoming habituated to humans.  In partnership with the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department, the campground concessionaire, Unity College, Clark’s Trading Post and others, the 
Forest used student interns and seasonal employees to talk one-on\-one with visitors at recreation 
sites. Recreation fee revenue in the amount of $13,000 contributed to this project which also involved 
improving signage, messaging and infrastructure to protect both the visitors and the bears that live near 
recreation sites.

Garbage is a delight to bears.  Old ‘bear proof’ containers proved vulnerable to their tenacious attempts 
at investigating the contents.   Fee funds of $900 enabled newer models to be placed.  

Developed Recreation Highlights
Across the Forest, recreation fee revenue helped to 
maintain or improve 17 day use areas, 5 cabin/ pavilion 
rentals, 44 trailheads, one campground, 2 historic sites 
and numerous other recreation sites and services.

Work involved routine maintenance such as mowing, 
trash collection, cleaning restrooms, vault toilet and 
septic tank pumping, minor building repairs, plowing in 
winter, and additional law enforcement patrols when 
needed.  

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

One of the picnic 
shelters popular on 
the White Mountain

Visitors flock to the 
White Mountain to view 
the fall colors.

White Mountain National Forest 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016
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Other Accomplishments

Mt Chocorua

Eastern Region

Contacts Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes
Total

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Cost of Collections
Total
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Chippewa National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

218-335-8661
Email: christinembrown@fs.fed.us
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/chippewa

Regional Contact
435-884-0106

Email: jwilson08@fs.fed.us

Developed Recreation
• Removed snow at numerous trailheads to provide 

access for winter hiking, snowshoeing, 
mountaineering, and skiing.

• Installed new split rail fencing to protect the 
shoreline at Long Pond.

• Completed interpretation (kiosk, sign posts and 
guide book) at the Boulder Loop site/trail 

• Repaired and upgraded solar and plumbing at 
Lincoln Woods.

Outfitter/Guides
• Administered permits for outfitters and guides  who 

provide opportunities such as hiking, winter 
mountaineering, rock and ice climbing.  

Special Recreation Permits
• Provided extended office hours for Christmas trees 

permits.   
• Hosted 12 recreation events from triathlons to 

hiking and bicycling events.
Visitor Information / Conservation Education

• Staffed six visitor centers  and made personal
contact with over 110,000 visitors at offices. 

• Reached over 1000 youth and adults through 
interpretive programs, and guided hikes. 

Over 500 youth 
joined the 
Junior Rangers.  
Here they learn 
about surveying.

mailto:christinembrown@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/chippewa
mailto:jbiro@fs.fed.us
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