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Invitation  From Your Lead Ranger 

On Saturday, April 6, 10 am – 3 pm, at the Flathead National Forest Supervisors 

Office, Kalispell, Montana, we are hosting the annual “LAC” or Bob Marshall Wil-

derness Complex public meeting. For those not familiar with “LAC” it stands for 

Limits of Acceptable Change.  ALL of you interested in the Bob Marshall Wil-

derness Complex are key for us as managers in staying current on land 

and social concerns, wilderness issues, and just overall input. Your feed-

back on agenda topics, areas of interest, what is working or what is not re-

mains appreciated! The Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex managers (Forest 

Service representatives from the Lolo, Helena—Lewis and Clark, and Flathead Na-

tional Forests, and Fish, Wildlife & Parks representatives from Regions 1, 2 and 4) 

are planning to participate.  

- Michael Muñoz,  Ranger, RMRD, HLF 

SATURDAY, April 6th 

10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Flathead SO, Three Forks Conference Room 

The Supervisors Office (SO) is at 

650 Wolfpack Way, Kalispell 

(near Glacier High School) 

Rocky Mountain District Ranger Mike Muñoz 

Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex 
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The Bob Marshall Wilderness complex is comprised of the Bob Marshall, Great Bear and Scapegoat designated wildernesses and also 

has ties with adjacent wildlands that provide the access and trailheads to the wilderness. We the managers or steward, if you will, 

really value the opportunity to meet and talk with wilderness users, supporters and advocates.  

2018/2019 – Well, February 2019 is almost a repeat of last year, but a whole lot colder!.  Many of us felt the below zero weather day 

and night for nearly a week to ten days at a time.  Much of our snow never really developed much base.  And as a result, there are 

some very high avalanche conditions; and again, likely downfall from a combination of past fire events, accumulation of snow and may-

be a few less wind events. Perhaps the extreme cold subdued the wind!  In any case, we again expect some avalanche debris out there 

that you may find before any of the Forest Service, partner or volunteer crews. Please share information immediately if you encounter 

an area with lots of downfall, debris, and/or wash outs from high water events.  On the eastside, we certainly had our share of high 

water last spring and will update you on major repairs planned for roads that get you to the trailheads, as well as heading home when 

you’re sojourning is all done. 

For those not able to participate in this year’s BMWC Public Meeting, we will be posting the agenda and any meeting notes, on both the 

Helena—Lewis and Clark, and Flathead Forest WEB pages under Special Places following the meeting and will welcome further discus-

sion and/or follow-up.  

Topics we have lined up at this time include, but not necessarily in this order: 

 Fish, Wildlife & Parks representatives’ updates/ongoing projects. 

 Information on Wilderness Stewardship Performance and what is going on this coming season and how it ties to the original LAC 

monitoring. 

 Snow surveys’ data from around the complex, for February and March, 2019.  

 Planned projects and priorities for 2019 (Forest Service and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks) 

 Sharing current planning projects that may occur in the future.   

 Break out time with representatives from each Ranger District regarding issues., concerns and/or appreciations. 

 Updates on changes in personnel, relevant to permit holders, user groups, and volunteers.  

Again, I have the privilege to facilitate our upcoming meeting.  As always, our time together will allow us to celebrate accomplish-

ments, recognize challenges, and plan on future accomplishments this coming season.  And most importantly, allow us to come to 

know one another and the shared passion we share for all wildlands.  Your public lands.  On behalf of the complex managers and part-

ners, we look forward to the continued dialog and challenging discussions surrounding all things Wilderness.  Thank you for your con-

tributions! 

We look forward to hearing what you have to share. You’re welcome to contact me by phone at 406.466.5341, ext. 555.1121 and/or by 

email, michael.munoz@usda.gov as well as stop by, to share information and/or requests.  Or visit with my fellow Rangers and/or 

Wilderness stewards.  Travel well and good day.  

By Michael Muñoz, RMRD, HLF 
Invitation - continued... 
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 We are studying the ecological effects of the wildfires SF Flathead River watershed in the Bob Marshall Wilderness. We used fire 

perimeter records from the upper South Fork Flathead River watershed to characterize the area burned one or more times during 

three periods: the pre-fire exclusion period (1889-1934), the fire exclusion period (1935-1980), and the fire management period (1981

-2017).  We also used a network of over 200 field plots to compare forest structure and fuels at unburned, once-burned and twice-

burned sites. 

Using GIS data dating back to 1889, we studied 

how much area in the South Fork Flathead River 

Watershed has burned during different time 

periods. Overall, 46.7% of the South Fork Flat-

head burned before fire exclusion started (1889

-1934), 42.2% has burned during the present 

period of fire management (1981-2017), and only 

0.3% burned during the fire exclusion period 

(1935-1980). The percent of area burned two or 

more times was also similar between today and 

pre-exclusion (see table).  

By Julia K. Berkey, R. Travis Belote, Carol Miller, and Andrew J. Larson. 

Fire History and Fire Effects On Forest Structure 

and Fuels In the SF Flathead Watershed 

              

    
Unburned Burned 1x Burned 2x Burned 3x Burned 4x 

Pre-exclusion (1889-1934) 
     

 Total area (ha) 118386 87147 10375 5701 582 

 % of area 53.3 39.2 4.7 2.6 0.3 

Exclusion (1935-1980)      

 Total area (ha) 221606 585 0 0 0 

 % of area 99.7 0.3 0 0 0 

Fire management (1981-2017)      

 Total area (ha) 128373 73027 17968 2760 63 

 % of area 57.8 32.9 8.1 1.2 0.03 
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 To see what these reburn patterns might be doing to the structure of the forest and the levels of fuels on the ground, we vis ited sites 

in the South Fork Flathead watershed that haven’t burned at all since 1935, sites that have burned once, and sites that have burned 

twice. This allowed us to get on-the-ground data that you cannot get from the GIS data alone, like measurements of forest structure 

and fuels.  

From the field measurements, we found that repeat fires result in simpler forest stand structure and less tree regeneration than do 

single fires (see pictures). Not too surprisingly, the unburned sites had the greatest number of live, mature trees, with the number of 

big trees decreasing with an increasing number of burns. What was surprising, however, was that a complete loss of trees from a site- 

meaning no mature trees, seedlings, or saplings- was not correlated with the number of times a site had burned. Instead, the sites that 

were most likely to be converted to a non-forest state were sites that had burned at a high initial severity and were on a steep, south-

facing slopes. 

For fuel loads, we found that fuel loads are not reduced after a 

single fire. Obviously, any fire consumes fuels as it burns, but 

new surface fuels accumulate rapidly to pre-fire levels as the 

dead trees and branches falling to the ground offset the fuels 

lost in the original burn. Instead, an area must be reburned be-

fore the fuel loading for that site decreases. This finding is very 

important for forest managers both inside and outside wilder-

ness, because it suggests that they should plan for more than 

one fire entry if they want to reduce the fuel loads on the 

ground. This kind of research and exploration would not be pos-

sible without big wilderness areas like the Bob Marshall, where 

fire is allowed to play its natural role in our ecosystems.  

Fire History and Fire Effects - Continued 

Comparison of a once-burned site (left) to a twice burned site (right).   

For additional information visit the Rocky Moun-

tain Research Station at  https://www.fs.fed.us/

rmrs/ 

Or, you can find a seminar presented by Andrew 

Larson on February 28th, 2019, at https://

www.firelab.org/project/fire-lab-seminar-series 

The seminar is titled “Lessons from Wilderness 

Fire: fuels and forest structure in unburned, once-

burned, and twice-burned forests in the Bob Mar-

shall Wilderness”. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/rmrs/
https://www.fs.fed.us/rmrs/
https://www.fs.fed.us/rmrs/


 

 

 Flathead River Comprehensive River Management Plan 

      by Colter Pence, Hungry Horse-Glacier View Ranger District  
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The Flathead National Forest, in coordination with Glacier National Park, has begun the process to prepare a Comprehensive 

River Management Plan (CRMP) for the 3-Forks of the Flathead River.   

 

The river and surrounding lands offer recreational opportunities and access to outstanding resources for a variety of public lands users. The 
CRMP will address the current status of these resources, outline goals and desired conditions, determine user capacities, and create a moni-

toring strategy and plan to carry forward.  The public is encouraged to contribute to this planning effort that will secure the outstanding re-
markable values of the 3-Forks of the Flathead River for future generations. The CRMP will be written to ensure compatibility with the Wilder-

ness Act and wilderness values associated with the sections of the rivers in the Great Bear and Bob Marshall Wilderness Areas. 

 
The 3-Forks of the Flathead was designated a Wild and Scenic River in 1978 and is a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. It 

encompasses the North Fork of the Flathead from the Canadian border to its confluence with the Middle Fork, the entire Middle Fork, and the 
South Fork from its headwaters to Hungry Horse Reservoir. The North Fork and the lower Middle Fork form the boundaries between the Flat-

head National Forest and Glacier National Park.  Portions of the Middle and South Forks flow through the Bob Marshall and Great Bear Wilder-
ness Areas. A total of 219 miles of the Flathead River are included in the designation. 
 

For more information, please call Flathead National Forest Recreation Program Manager, Chris Prew at 406-758-3538.  Also more info here: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/news/flathead/news-events 

Upper Middle Fork of the Flathead Wild and Scenic River. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/news/flathead/news-events
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2019 will be another active year for the Lincoln Ranger District in the 

Scapegoat Wilderness. 

 
In addition to our normal trails and wilderness programs, a significant new development will be the presence of 
archeological technicians conducting heritage surveys throughout the entire Scapegoat Wilderness.  This develop-
ment was made possible through the successful procurement of Wilderness Stewardship Performance (WSP) 
funds.  This internal (Forest Service) funding initiative has successfully increased our presence and scope with 
regard to on-the-ground wilderness management.  In addition to funding the archeological technicians to conduct 
a baseline cultural resources inventory, this years’ funds will also support our wilderness ranger program to pro-

vide efficacy monitoring for invasive weeds treatments. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a new lead wilderness ranger this year who will be working with a Bob Marshall   Wilderness Founda-
tion intern.  The rangers will again have a heavy focus on treating known infestations of invasive weeds as well as 
continuing the solitude and campsite impact monitoring that is consistent with our LAC guidelines.  They will also 
focus on LNT with public contacts and education, and they will assist the trail crew with trail opening and project 
work.  
 

Lincoln Ranger District and the Scapegoat 

Wilderness 
by Forest Moulton , Lincoln Ranger District 

Wilderness Ranger Jenni Passaro spraying thistle 

and hounds tongue in the Meadow Creek area.  
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On the trails side of things, trail logout should be 

completed by Mid-July, which will be followed by two 
smaller construction projects.  A failing puncheon on the 
Twin Lakes Trail # 425 will be the main focus of one pro-
ject, and the failing tread on the Landers Trail #438 will 
be the main focus of the other project.  Similar to years 
past, our trail clearing and project work will be bolstered 

by projects from several of our partner groups including 
the Montana Conservation Corps, the Bob Marshall Wilder-
ness Foundation, and the Nine-Mile pack string. 
 
 

 
Lastly, we are once again excited to partner with 

the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation in hosting 
a National Trails Day event on Saturday, June 1st.  
This historically well attended celebration of all 
things trails begin at the Indian Meadows cabin 
and feature Lincoln Ranger District trail crew 
teaming up with individual volunteers to complete 
a variety of projects in the area.  The work day 

will be followed a meal and social hour at the cab-
in.  Several Wilderness education outreach oppor-
tunities as well.  Please contact The Bob Marshall 
Wilderness Foundation at (406) 387-3808 or Lin-
coln Ranger District at (406) 362-7007 for more 
information on volunteering for National Trails 
Day, or how to otherwise get involved.      

 
 

Lincoln District – continued 

 Failing puncheon that was replaced on the Mineral Creek 

Trail # 484 in the summer of 2018  

Forest Service crew and Bob Marshall Wilderness Founda-

tion volunteers take a break from filling a turnpike during 

National Trails Day event.  
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Rocky Mountain Ranger District 

By: Yvonne Geisel, Administrative Clerk 

Ch, ch, ch, ch, changes, in the words of David 

Bowie, have been occurring in the staffing organization at the 

Rocky Mountain Ranger District (RMRD). We nearly missed the 

departure of Kraig Lang who retired from the wilderness/

outfitter guide program as quietly as a lynx tracking a snow 

shoe hare. And soon to leave us is our Recreation Manage-

ment Specialist, Karen Horn. Karen has worked for the public 

with the Forest Service for nearly 40 years! That’s real dedi-

cation to public service, and we will miss her expertise, but 

mostly we’ll miss her winning personality. We know our recre-

ation residents and outfitters will miss her as well. In over 

more than a year, Karen along with Ian Bardwell, our current 

wilderness/trails manager, have been pulling extra duty. 

When Kraig retired, there remained large portions of our pro-

grams that required continued service and operations.  Both 

Karen and Ian have kept things running about as smoothly as 

we could hope when two people take on the work of three. 

With Karen set to retire before our Spring Managers’ meeting, 

the RMRD will look to fill in directly behind her as quickly as 

we’re able and maintain our current number of staff.  No 

doubt we’ve missed Kraig, and now we’ll sorely lament Karen’s 

departure; but we wish them fine journeys in life after working 

so diligently in public service, for what many old-time Forest 

Service employees refer to as, ‘the Outfit’.  

Some of our folks on the Rocky Mountain Ranger 

District conduct snow surveys every year to 

assist the NRCS in their water forecasts.  

Snow Course Survey sites on the RMRD are Wrong Creek, Cabin Creek, Wrong 

Ridge, and Freight Creek. Sites are surveyed three times- once near the end of 

February, March, and April. The North fork Trip is a 65 mile cross county ski trip 

covering the Cabin Creek, Wrong Creek, and Wrong Ridge sites. 

Cabin Creek Cabin 

Skiing across Gibson Reservoir 

Skiing up the North Fork Sun River 

RMRD Snow Course 

Survey Sites 



Courtesy of Joe Jansen 

Thank You 
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After a year of planning, Joe Jansen, his son, and some of their lifelong friends all met in the Bob Marshall Wilderness for a weeklong 

adventure. While helping him with some final informational-logistics for the trip, Mr. Jansen shared how important this year's trip was to him 

and his friends. In all of his correspondence, he sincerely and enthusiastically shared his thanks for all of the work that you all do to keep 

these public lands available to everyone. What you do matters many people, so carry on! 

Below is a story that Mr. Jansen wanted me to share as a 'thank you' to you all: 

"We're so lucky to be here. Lucky for the health that lets us 

carry a pack. Lucky there's a commitment to keeping this land pri-

meval, untrammeled by man, a place to find solitude." 

Even though we'd never met you or your partners, we were out 

there appreciating everything you do to keep this place accessible 

to us. Rebuilding washed-out roads, clearing blowdowns from the 

trail, managing fire from the ground and the air, and the hundreds 

of other things.  

That land gives us a place to exist outside of time, even if only for 

six days. It opens up space for observations and insights and con-

nections that would otherwise be drowned out by noise and activity 

and obligation. 

Let me give you this small story to illustrate, and having to do with 

fathers and sons (a pillar theme of our time there):  The senior 

member of our group was Ron. At age 68, he was one of a three-

generation part of our group: himself, his son/my friend Gerald, and 

Gerald's 19-y-o son Austin.  

If we were to trace back 40 years, this whole trip was Ron's fault. 

Timmy and I probably wouldn't be doing this kind of out-

door stuff without Gerald, who started inviting us along 

on their family hunts -- pheasant in South Dakota or 

Kansas, waterfowl in Tennessee.  

And as a boy, Gerald might have gone a different way if 

Ron hadn't taken him to the Boundary Waters for the 

first time when he was six. So as far as us being in the 

Bob Marshall, we blamed Ron. 

Our trek was a year in the planning, and Ron took it 

seriously. He worked out with a trainer. He lost 20 lbs. 

He had a number of long training hikes under the full 

weight of his pack. Even so, the altitude and rigors of 

the trail started getting to him. So at inconspicuous 

moments, Gerald and Austin started taking things out of 

Ron's pack. The heavy things. And putting those things in 

their own packs.  

We have a lot of photos and video from our trip. You've seen some 

of them: great sweeping landscapes and smiles and arms around 

shoulders and laughter at the folly of friends. But the one photo that 

I hold up as my favorite is this one (attached).  

At our last water break, maybe two miles from the trailhead, Gerald 

took the top third from his father's Osprey and the Keens that had 

been stuffed in a pouch. Gerald handed them to me with a couple of 

carabiners and said, “Put this on my pack.” 

When you hear the music pause toward the end, and the caption 

appear: "Admiral? You're leading us out..." that was calling Ron to 

the front. To honor him by having him finish at the head of us all.  

After our final group shot, Gerald bent with his hands on his knees, 

next to the CDT sign, while the rest of us moved toward our vehicles. 

I noticed this as I looked over my shoulder, so I went back up there. 

Tears were coming from behind his sunglasses. 

"Your dad?" I said. 

"He did it," Gerald said. 

"Not without you." I gave his shoulder a pat and left him to his mo-

ment. 



 

P A G E  2 0  

    

 

Helena - Lewis and Clark NF 

Helena, MT 59602  

(406) 449-5201  

Forest Supervisor: 

Bill Avey 

Deputy Forest Supervisor: 

Sara Mayben 

Lolo NF 

Missoula MT 

406-329-3750 

Forest Supervisor: 

Tim Garcia 

Acting: Joe Alexander 

Lincoln RD  

(406) 362-7000  

District Ranger:  

Michael Stansberry  

mstansberry@fs.fed.us  

Acting: Jarel Kurtz 

jkurtz@fs.fed.us 

Rocky Mountain RD  

(406) 466-5341  

District Ranger:  

Mike Munoz  

mamunoz@fs.fed.us  

Hungry Horse RD  

(406) 387-3800  

District Ranger:  

Rob Davies  

rdavies@fs.fed.us  

Spotted Bear RD  

(406) 758-5376 (summer)  

(406) 387-3800 (winter)  

District Ranger: 

Scott Snelson 

ssnelson@fs.fed.us  

Flathead NF 

Kalispell, MT  

(406) 758-5208  

Forest Supervisor: 

Chip Weber 

Districts 

National Forests 

Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/list/hlcnf/home/list/?position=Feature* 

#BobMarshallWildernessComplex 

https://www.facebook.com/HLCNF/ 

https://www.facebook.com/lolonationalforest/ 

https://www.facebook.com/discovertheflathead/ 

https://www.facebook.com/BobMarshallFoundation/ 

https://www.instagram.com/bobmarshallwilderness/ 

#LoveTheBob 

Seeley Lake RD 

(406) 677-2233  

District Ranger:  

Quinn Carver 

qcarver01@fs.fed.us  

Social Media 

http://www.bmwf.org/conditions-map/ 

Trip Planner 

mailto:jkurtz@fs.fed.us
https://www.fs.usda.gov/list/hlcnf/home/list/?position=Feature*

