
1 | P a g e

FOUR PUBLIC WORKSHOPS on DESIRED COMPONENTS of the FOREST PLAN 

The Forest Plan Revision team held public “Hot Topics” workshops in 2018.  The 

workshop topics were Forestry (January), Rangeland (March), Water and Fisheries 

(April), and Recreation (July) management goals of the future.  The selection of topics 

(issues focused on) came from polling the public at open house meetings on the 

Assessment during 2017 Ashley public meetings.   

The workshops were conducted to get public insights that will positively shape the future 

management of the Ashley National Forest for the next decade or two.  Many of the 

ideas that came from these workshops were included in the proposed plan. 

WORKSHOP #1 - The Forest Economies for the Future seminar looked at timber 

products that are available on the Ashley, ways to improve Ashley timber conditions to 

help the local economy, and the future of timber on both the Ashley and in the local 

economy.  

Jim McRae, U.S. Forest Service staff, said 

that slightly less than 10 percent of the 

Ashley, or approximately 135,000 acres, may 

be suitable for timber production.  The 

remainder of the lands are unsuitable 

because of legal or technical reasons – to 

include lands where timber production is 

prohibitive or lands that are withdrawn from 

timber production because of federal 

regulations.  Darren McAvoy, Utah State 

University Extension, noted that there are no 

real timber industry lands and no commercial 

forestry lands in Utah.  Utah timber is lower 

quality than timber in other parts of the West, 

and that makes competition more difficult.  

One of the outcomes of this workshop has been 

further discussion on how the USFS will work with 

timber operators to develop sales & contracts that 

will fit multiple interests and needs of the future. 
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Workshop #2 - Rangeland Health in the Future (on Ashley National Forest) How does 

the Forest Plan affect both current/future range uses, and current challenges/ 

opportunities? We wanted the public’s thoughts on future range issues and how we can 

address them on the Ashley. 

Dr. Stan Kitchen, USFS Rocky Mountain Research 

Station, joined Dustin Bambrough, Ashley National 

Forest Ecosystem Staff Officer, to discuss range 

trends occurring locally and across the West.  

Most rangelands on the Ashley National Forest are 

in good condition with sustainable trends.  

However, the concern is how to combat the 

invasive plant species in the face of longer 

droughts.  

One of the outcomes for this workshop is the 

greater interest in working with the Ashley to 

address monitoring and identifying rangeland 

reserves areas in the future. 

Workshop #3 - The Future of Water and Fisheries on the Ashley National Forest Dr. 

Paul Brooks, University of Utah, explained how different forest management techniques 

influence water cycles on the Ashley National Forest.  For example - tree thinning 

speeds snow evaporation and affects water 

absorption, and beetle infestations are affecting the 

timing of water release in watersheds.  Dr. Brooks 

noted that living trees help a watershed much more 

than dead trees.  There was almost universal 

agreement among the attendees that managing the 

Forest is tougher than the public thinks!  One of the 

outcomes of this workshop was an expressed interest in 

having a region-wide precipitation monitoring “Citizen 

Science” program.  The program will include local schools, NOLS (National Outdoor 

Leadership School) and others to gather information that helps predict drought impacts 

Workshop #4 – The Socio-economic Benefits of Recreation of the Ashley National 

Forest  Dr. Jordan Smith, PhD., Utah State University, discussed his studies on the 

significant contributions from recreation in Utah counties.  There were requests to 

further quantify the recreation economic contributions the Ashley provides individual 

counties - especially those in northeast Utah, also in Southeastern Wyoming.  
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Attendees agreed that some of these counties depend on recreation revenues greatly, 

since other industries in their areas are down. 

Recreation Open House at Red Canyon Visitor Center 




