
 
R2 Individual Species Recommendations 

 
TAXON Scientific Name Common Name 
Invert-Insect Atrytone arogos Arogos skipper 
 
FWS FS BLM 
   
 
GRank CO S Rank WY S Rank SD S Rank NE S Rank KS S Rank 
G3 S2 SNR S2 S1 S3S4 
 
 CO Status WY Status SD Status NE Status KS Status 
 SGCN Tier 2 NA SGCN SGCN Tier 1 SGCN Tier 2 
 
IUCN PIF – Area 

Importance 
PIF – Population Trend  

    
 
FS Experts assigned Species Evaluation Non-NFS Experts assigned Species Evaluations 
  
 
Sensitive Species Recommendation                (Please check 1 box below) 
 
X R2 Sensitive Species (SS)  Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis 

Species Lists 
 
 Not R2 SS and Not of Concern Now  Insufficient Information Available to make a 

recommendation 
 
Recommendation Rationale 
Populations of this species appear to be isolated and have very limited dispersal capabilities. 
Overall, particularly in the eastern U.S., the range of the species has appeared to have shrunk 
substantially due to extensive losses of populations from previously occupied areas.  
The 2001 evaluation and conclusion for this species was not to confer Region 2 sensitive status, 
while recommending forests where it is known or likely to occur consider it for local emphasis 
lists. The rationale was that although the eastern subspecies (A. a. arogos) had declined 
severely, the western subspecies (A. a. iowa) did not appear to be experiencing the same 
significant downward trends.   
The current (2017) evaluation submitted for this review of the regional sensitive species list, 
provides evidence from several more recent (since 2001) sources that habitat and populations of 
the species have continued to decline across its range including within R2. Indeed, Natureserve 
(2010) indicates that “…the species no longer occurs in some to most of the 200 or so western 
counties it was known from” and “With four of the five ecotypes of this species… endangered 
to critically endangered and historic or extirpated in most states, and decline at least northward 
for the prairie subspecies iowa, this species overall cannot be considered secure even if it is 
relatively unthreatened in parts of Colorado” and “…is likely it will disappear from some of the 
two to five states that still have it--possibly all of them.”  Many populations in the eastern U.S. 
have already gone extinct and the eastern range of the species has shrunk substantially from 
historical. Local populations throughout the range are particularly vulnerable to habitat loss 



from development near population centers, agricultural practices, high-severity wildfire and 
poorly-timed prescribed fire, and over-grazing that reduces the availability of host/nectar plants.  
The Arogos skipper appears to represent what the sensitive species program and the regional list 
were developed for originally. It is a species that occupies a much-reduced range from historical 
records and continues to decline and thereby raise concerns for its long-term viability without 
more attention. At the same time, the western subspecies in R2 while also declining and 
vulnerable, may arguably be doing relatively better than in other parts of the species’ range, 
west and east. That picture is somewhat deceiving, because the evidence over time indicates 
continued loss of local populations and shrinking range in R2, as well. However, while the 
picture appears particularly dire in many parts of the range and seemingly growing in R2, there 
is some evidence that pockets of stability and refugia for local skipper populations of the 
western subpopulation may still exist in R2. Heightened awareness and consideration of 
management opportunities (esp. prescribed burning, livestock grazing, invasives mgmt.) for 
maintaining and restoring the habitat of the Arogos skipper on NFS lands in R2, could 
positively impact its stability in this region of the country, with potential to benefit the long-
term prospects for the species as a whole. 
The Arogos skipper merits special management attention in Region 2 as a Regional Forester 
sensitive species. Additional surveys in R2 are encouraged to provide a more complete picture 
of its distribution and status on NFS lands in the region. 
Name/Title Peter McDonald/R2 TES Species Program Leader Date  07/26/2018 
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