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I. Business Opportunity 

A. Introduction  
The Chugach National Forest intends to issue one outfitter and guide special use permit for 
commercially guided helicopter skiing on the Seward Ranger District.  The Forest Service goals 
and objectives in issuing this prospectus and ultimately a priority special use permit, are to:   

• Provide additional helicopter skiing opportunities on the Kenai Peninsula geographic 
area. There is a need to provide helicopter skiing as part of the range of recreational 
opportunities offered on the Chugach National Forest and to respond to increasing demand 
for this service.  This was demonstrated through the interest and use of 99 percent of the 
temporary service days provided for commercially guided helicopter skiing based out of 
Seward during the 2017-2018 season.  

• Provide a high quality recreation experience with a focus on visitor safety and sound 
business practices.  There is a need to provide operators with longer term permits so they 
are able to make investments and business decisions that result in a high quality recreation 
experience that promotes visitor safety. 

This business opportunity is limited to one priority special use permit for 414 service days (1 client 
for any part of a day = 1 service day) within the Kenai Geographic Area; specifically, the East 
Ptarmigan and Mount Ascension areas (Area) from December 15 to April 20 annually.  

This section of the prospectus describes the business opportunity in general terms for commercially 

guided helicopter skiing services authorized by the Forest Service within the Area. Applicants must 
review all sections of this prospectus to determine the full scope of a future permit holder’s 
responsibilities under a priority special use permit. 

The permit would be issued initially for two years. Satisfactory performance at the completion of 
the initial two-year period can result in extending the permit term up to an additional eight years. 
When the priority use permit expires, and the performance has proven satisfactory, the permit is 
subject to renewal without competition. The Forest Service’s goal is to issue a permit so operations 
can start in the winter of 2019-2020.  

B. Area Description 
The Kenai geographic area is approximately 35 square miles of sweeping transition from ocean 
to mountains, which results in an equally transitional climate. The mountainous area has warmer 
summer temperatures, colder winter temperatures, and less precipitation than the maritime area.  
Elevations across the Kenai Peninsula Geographic Area range from sea level along Turnagain 
Arm to over 5,500 feet along the crest of the Kenai Mountains. Tree line occurs between 1,800 
and 2,500 feet. Winter snowpack, even near sea level, can extend from October through May. 
Winters have periods of deep cold but also periods with temperatures well above freezing. 
Extensive coastline, in combination with complex topography resulting from mountain ranges 
extending north-south and east-west, results in extremely complex weather patterns and a 
mixture of continental and maritime influences. (Figure 1 – Chugach National Forest) 
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The Kenai geographic area receives the most motorized use on the Chugach National Forest due 
to the access from the highway system, proximity to more than 60 percent of the population of 
Alaska, and the ability of snow machines to traverse snow-covered landscapes that are mostly 
inaccessible during the summer.  In the winter, snow machine tours, backcountry skiing, and 
helicopter skiing are the most popular commercially guided activities.   

Figure 1 - Chugach National Forest

 

C. Background 
Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing on the Kenai Peninsula 

Many areas within the Kenai Geographic Area have excellent terrain and snow conditions for 
helicopter skiing.  Several factors make commercially guided helicopter skiing a unique 
experience and an important part of the range of recreational opportunities available on the 
Chugach National Forest (Figure 2. Helicopter Skiing Permit Location Map), including the 
following: 

• Helicopter skiing provides the opportunity to enjoy the beauty, freedom, solitude, and 
untracked snow of the backcountry for those without the desire or physical ability to ski tour or 
those who have adequate skiing skills but lack the specialized equipment, avalanche 
knowledge, and terrain familiarity to ski in the backcountry safely. 
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• Helicopter skiing provides access to slopes beyond the range of the average backcountry 
skier. 

• Helicopter skiing allows wider dispersion of recreational use in the backcountry by integrating 
helicopter skiing with other recreational uses.  

• This Area provides the expansive geographic topography and snow conditions that are highly 
sought for helicopter skiing. 

Commercially guided helicopter skiing is currently authorized to one priority use permit holder on 
the Glacier Ranger District within the Chugach National Forest.  Two temporary use permits were 
issued for the 2018-2019 helicopter skiing season, one on the Seward Ranger District 
(encompassing the area identified in Figure 2) and one on the Cordova Ranger District.  

 

Figure 2 - Helicopter Skiing Permit Location Map 

 

D. Operating Requirements 
Due to the specialized skills and experience necessary for guided helicopter skiing operations, as 
well as the environmental and social needs identified through environmental analysis, the Chugach 
National Forest has developed the following requirements for this activity: 
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• Safety requirements including but not limited to: avalanche safety, avalanche training 
and guide qualifications, helicopter safety, pilot qualification and training, emergency 
rescue procedures, communications plan, and handling of complaints from the public 
(evaluation criteria 1, 2, 3, and 4). 

• Mitigation measures including but not limited to: wildlife impacts, recreational conflicts, 
and impacts on local communities (evaluation criteria 2, 3, and 4).   

• Flight levels and routes: Flights will follow routes to and from helicopter skiing units that 
avoid low-level flights (less than 1,500 feet above ground level [AGL]), over no-fly zones, 
backcountry ski areas closed to helicopter skiing, and residences, as weather and safety 
allow (evaluation criteria 1, 2, and 3). 

• Flight tracking must be provided to the Forest Service with access to relevant flight data 
associated with the services authorized under the permit (Attachment 3.2).  Flight following 
must provide ongoing tracking and recording of location, status and intentions of an 
aircraft.  All operations authorized under this permit for National Forest System lands must 
have flight following (evaluation criteria 1, 2, 3, and 4). 

II. Forest Service Programs and Policies 

A. Authorities and Fee Structure 

a. Authority 
Commercially guided helicopter skiing services will be authorized by a special use permit issued 
under the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, 16 U.S.C. §§6801-6814, and regulations at 
36 CFR Part 251, Subpart B, as amended.  

b. Fee Structure 
The Alaska Region of the Forest Service has a flat fee (Service Day Fee) that is required for 
providing outfitter and guide services within the Chugach National Forest. A permit holder is 
required to pay the fee prior to use each season, with a refund or credit given for service days 
not used during the operating season. Per Forest Service Handbook 2709.11, R-10 Supplement 
2709.11-2019, the fee for 2019 is $11.50 per service day for heli-skiing tours. 

B. Area Closures  
Per 36 CFR 261.53, the Forest Service reserves the right to close all or a portion of any National 
Forest System lands and National Forest System roads covered by this prospectus for repair; 
construction; floods, snow, extreme fire danger, or other natural events; wildlife protection; or risks 
to public health and safety.  The Forest Service will minimize impacts on the recreating public and 
disruption to the permit holder’s operations to the extent feasible when closures are necessary. 

The Forest Service will not be liable to the permit holder for lost revenue, operating costs, or any 
other losses resulting from these closures. For land use fee calculation purposes, the permit can be 
placed in non-use status as provided by Forest Service Handbook 2709.11, Chapter 30, section 
31.23, to the extent the holder is unable to operate during the closures.   
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C. Applicable Forest Orders 
Forest orders are issued to address a variety of management concerns on a forest.  The current 
order related to this offering includes order no. 10-04-00-17-09: Winter Motor Vehicle Closure 
2017 updated (Attachment 1).  Additional applicable forest orders may be issued in the future.  

D. Use Data 
The permit holder must provide actual use data to the Forest Service (Attachment 6, Sample 
Actual Use Report).  Use reports must be completed monthly or when requested by the Forest 
Service and at the end of the operating season and must include all trips. At a minimum, monthly 
and year-end actual use reports must include:  

• The total number of trips based on daily counts; round trip and one-way. 

• The total number of people based on daily counts. 

E. Record Keeping 
The permit holder must make all accounting books and supporting records for the authorized use 
available for review by the Forest Service or other federal agencies authorized to review Forest 
Service activities. Review of accounting books and supporting records will be made at dates 
convenient to the holder and reviewers. Financial information must be kept confidential to the 
extent permitted by law. The holder must retain these records and keep them available for review 
for five years after they are generated, unless otherwise approved by the authorized officer 
(District Ranger) in writing. 

The holder must follow generally accepted accounting principles or other comprehensive bases of 
accounting acceptable to the Forest Service in recording financial transactions and in reporting 
financial results to the authorized officer. When requested by the authorized officer, the holder at 
its own expense must have annual accounting reports for the authorized operations audited or 
prepared by a licensed independent accountant acceptable to the Forest Service.  

F. Accessibility 
The permit holder is responsible for ensuring effective communication with visitors with disabilities, 
including persons with impaired vision or hearing, so that all visitors may obtain information on 
accessible services, activities, and facilities.   These requirements are detailed in 7 CFR 15e, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, as amended, and other related Federal and State laws. 

G. Performance Evaluations and Site Inspections  
The Forest Service will perform an annual performance evaluation.  An unsatisfactory annual 
rating may be cause for suspension or revocation of the permit. A sustained satisfactory 
performance is necessary for permit extension. On-site inspections will be performed by the Forest 
Service to compile information to inform performance evaluations. (Attachment 7, Performance 
Evaluation) 

H. Nondiscrimination  
The permit holder and their employees shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of 
race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability or by curtailing or refusing to furnish 
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accommodations, facilities, services, or use privileges offered to the public generally. The permit 
holder shall include and require compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions in any 
subcontracts made with respect to operation under this permit. The permit holder is required to 
post in a conspicuous place as directed by the Forest Service, notices setting forth the provisions 
advising workers of the commitments or understandings he has with these labor unions.  

In addition, the holder and their employees shall comply with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, Title 
IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, as amended, and the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, as amended.  

III. Special Use Permit 
In exercising the rights and privileges granted by the special use permit, the permit holder must 
comply with all present and future federal laws and regulations and all present and future state, 
borough, and municipal laws, regulations, and other legal requirements that apply to the permit 
area, to the extent they do not conflict with federal law, regulation, or policy.  The Forest Service 
assumes no responsibility for enforcing laws, regulations, and other legal requirements that fall 
under the jurisdiction of other governmental entities. 

A. Permit Term 
If the holder of a two-year priority use permit performs acceptably for the first two-years and if 
the use is consistent with the land management plan or project implementation decision, the permit 
can be extended for an additional eight years at the discretion of the authorized officer based 
on satisfactory performance.  If the holder receives an unacceptable performance rating at the 
end of the two-year period, the Forest Service will allow the permit to expire. 

When a priority use permit terminates, the permit is subject to renewal without competition, 
provided that the use authorized by the permit is consistent with the applicable land management 
plan, applicable laws and regulations, and the terms of the permit and the holder has performed 
satisfactorily as demonstrated by annual performance ratings. 

If the decision to select a permit holder is appealed, a permit will not be issued under this 
prospectus until the appeal has been resolved (see 36 CFR 214.13).   

B. Permit Holder Responsibilities 
Applicants are responsible for familiarizing themselves with all objectives and requirements 
described in this prospectus.  

Responsibility for Day-to-Day Activities 

The holder will be required to conduct the day-to-day activities authorized by the permit.  Some, 
but not all, of these activities may be conducted by a party other than the permit holder, but only 
with the prior written approval of the authorized officer.  The permit holder will continue to be 
responsible for compliance with all the terms of the permit. 
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C. Insurance 
Liability Insurance 

The successful applicant must have liability insurance covering losses associated with the use and 
occupancy authorized by the permit arising from personal injury or death and third-party 
property damage in the minimum amount of $300,000 (for skiing activities) and $2,000,000 (for 
aerial/helicopter activities) as a combined single limit per occurrence.  Insurance policies must 
name the United States as an additional insured (Attachment 3.0, Sample Special Use Permit).  

The policy must also contain a specific provision or rider to the effect that the policy shall not be 
cancelled, or its provisions changed or deleted before 30 days written notice to the authorized 
officer. The permit holder must provide an authenticated copy of the insurance policy to the Forest 
Service upon issuance of the policy.  

Note that future analysis of risk for outfitting and guiding activities may result in increased 
minimum insurance coverage amounts for permit holders.  

IV. Application 

A. Instructions for Submitting Applications  
Applicants are strongly encouraged to visit the Kenai Peninsula prior to submitting an application, 
as well as undertaking extensive review of maps and other information regarding the area. 
(Figures 1 and 2, Chugach National Forest and Helicopter Skiing Permit Location Map).  

All applications must be submitted in a sealed envelope to Acting Forest Supervisor, Sharon 
LaBrecque, Attention: Kelly Chase Veach, 161 East 1st Avenue, Door 8, Anchorage, AK 99501.   

The information in this prospectus is from generally reliable sources, but no warranty is made as to 
its accuracy.  Each applicant is expected to make an independent assessment of the business 
opportunity offered in this prospectus. 

Applications must be received by 5:00 p.m. (Alaska Standard Time) on June 3, 2019, to be 
considered. Postmarks will not be honored.  

Applicants must submit one original and four paper copies, and one electronic copy (thumb drive 
or disc) of their application package and supporting documents.  Fax or email submissions will 
not be accepted.  

Please ensure that all requested information is submitted.  Missing or incomplete information will 
result in a lower rating for the evaluation criteria.  

Applications must be signed.  The person signing for an entity must have authority to sign for that 
entity.  Applicants must include their address, telephone number, and e-mail address.  

Corporations also must include: 

• Evidence of incorporation and good standing.  
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• If reasonably obtainable, the name and address of each shareholder owning 3 percent or 
more of the corporation’s shares and the number and percentage of any class of voting shares 
that each shareholder is authorized to vote. 

• The name and address of each affiliate of the corporation.  

• If an affiliate is controlled by the corporation, the number of shares and the percentage of 
any class of voting stock of the affiliate owned, directly or indirectly, by the corporation. 

• If an affiliate controls the corporation, the number of shares and the percentage of any class 
of voting stock of the corporation owned, directly or indirectly, by the affiliate.  

• Partnerships, limited liability companies, associations, or other unincorporated entities must 
submit a certified copy of the partnership agreement or other documentation establishing the 
entity or a certificate of good standing under the laws of the state where the entity is located.  

Questions about this prospectus should be directed to Kelly Chase Veach, Natural Resource 
Program Specialist, at the Seward Ranger District office. Visit us between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday. Our physical location and mailing address is 33599 Ranger Station Spur 
(MM 23.5), Seward, AK, 99664. The phone number is 907-288-7755. Email is 
kelly.a.chaseveach@usda.gov. 

B. General Terms, Qualifications, and Reservations 
All applicants have an equal opportunity to apply. Except for members of Congress, Resident 
Commissioners, and current Forest Service employees, any individual or entity may apply. 

The Forest Service does not guarantee a profitable operation. Rather, applicants are responsible 
for reviewing the prospectus and making their own determination concerning business viability.  

The Forest Service reserves the right to select the successful applicant based solely on the initial 
application, without oral or written discussions. 

The Forest Service reserves the right to reject any or all applications and to rescind the prospectus 
at any time before a special use permit is issued. 

Any oral statement made by a representative of the Forest Service will not modify the 
requirements of this prospectus. If it is determined that an error or omission has been made or 
additional information is required, a written amendment will be sent to each person or entity 
receiving a copy of this prospectus. 

If there is a conflict between the terms of the prospectus and the special use permit, the terms of 
the permit will control. 

The information contained in applications will be kept confidential to the extent permitted under 
the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). 

C. Application Package Requirements 
Applications must be typed (not hand written) and must include or address the following: 
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• Proposed Safety Plan 

• Proposed Response to Stipulations and Protocols 

• Proposed Operating Plan 

• Business Plan and Financial Capability 

• Application Cost recovery nonrefundable processing fee of $2,590 in the form of a bank 
draft, money order, or cashier’s check payable to USDA Forest Service. 

• Alaska Small Business Development Center $250 nonrefundable review fee in the form of a 
bank draft, money order, or cashier’s check payable to the Alaska Small Business 
Development Center or ASBDC. 
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D. Evaluation Criteria  
Evaluation criteria are listed in descending order of importance. 

Criteria 1. Safety Plan.  
The responsiveness of the Application to the objectives, as described in the Prospectus, of 
providing a visitor recreation experience focused on safety (Attachment 2.0, Safety Plan Outline) 

It is the objective of the Forest Service that visitors have the opportunity to safely experience and 
enjoy a variety of recreational opportunities on the Forest. 

Quality of Services 

Additional pilot qualifications that are required beyond federal and state laws for a commercial pilot 
and guided helicopter skiing operations:  

Lead Pilot.  Minimum qualifications: 

i. 1,500 hours flight time, total. 
ii. 1,000 hours of helicopter flight time.  
iii. 250 hours of flying in terrain typical for the helicopter skiing operation or 

mountainous experience or equivalent for the type of flight to be performed.  
 

The minimum qualifications for pilots who are not Lead Pilots: 

i. 1,000 hours flight time, total. 
ii. 750 hours of helicopter flight time. 
iii. 200 hours of flying in terrain typical for the helicopter skiing operation or 

mountainous experience or equivalent for the type of flight to be performed. 
 

Additional avalanche qualifications that are required for guides for helicopter skiing operations:   

i. A minimum of 80 days of on-snow guiding experience, in at least two ski seasons, 
with a helicopter skiing operation for lead guides.   

ii. A professional Avalanche Level 2 certificate issued by an American Avalanche 
Association certified course provider (or then equivalent level III course), or a level 
II professional operations certificate issued by the Canadian Avalanche 
Association.  

iii. Ongoing professional continuing education.  Examples could include participation 
in formal avalanche courses, seminars, workshops or instructor courses, and/or 
continued employment as a snow safety technician with frequent and regular 
participation in avalanche control and snow safety work.  

iv. All guides must hold one of the following emergency medical certifications: 
Wilderness First Responder, Outdoor Emergency Care Technician, Emergency 
Medical Technician or Wilderness Emergency Medical Technician. Higher, 
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professional certifications may be substituted – i.e. Paramedic, Physician’s 
Assistant, Nurse, Nurse Practitioner or Physician, provided that the area of practice 
or training includes emergency work. 

Risk Management  

Specific goals, actions, steps, or programs that the applicant will implement, beyond those required 
by the Sample Special Use Permit, Plans, and Appendices to conduct operations in a manner that will 
minimize risk to visitors and employees by providing the following information: 

i. Applicant’s emergency procedures. 
ii. Applicant’s safety program, including accident prevention and mitigation plans. 
iii. The safety training provided to staff. 
iv. The safety information provided to clients. 
v. A list of the emergency, and medical and safety equipment that the applicant will 

carry on trips. 
vi. Additional requirements beyond those already contained in the Sample Special 

Use Permit, and Operating Plan Outline that would improve safety procedures of 
the applicants operation. 

Criteria 2. Response to Stipulations and Protocols.  
The responsiveness of the Application to the objectives, as described in the Prospectus, of 
mitigating for environmental and social needs (Attachments 3.1, Sample Special Use Permit 
Appendix D Stipulations, and 3.2, Sample Special Use Permit Appendix E GPS Protocol).  

The Forest Service seeks a guide who will minimize the effect of their services on the Forest’s 
resources through operational processes and procedures.  
 

A response that exceeds the mitigation requirements for wildlife, social, and visual and noise 
disturbances, would be considered a superior application. Examples of mitigation measures might 
include: lowering sound pressure levels during take-off or minimizing the duration of noise events.  

The specific equipment, processes, and procedures, beyond those required in the Sample Special 
Use Permit and its Appendixes, which the applicant will implement to reduce the impacts on the 
natural and social environment.  Potential impacts may include, but are not limited to: human 
disturbances, emissions, wildlife disturbances, and environmental protection related to fuel 
handling and oil spills.   

Criteria 3. Proposed Operating Plan.  
The experience and related background of the Applicant, including the past performance and 
expertise of the Applicant in providing the same or similar services as those to be provided under 
the special use permit, including those outlined below. (Attachment 2.1, Operating Plan Outline) 

The Forest Service is seeking Applicants that are organized and structured to carry out the 
responsibilities of the Special Use Permit and that demonstrate a commitment to excellence by hiring 
personnel with professional experience, education, and accomplishments. 
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Applicants must describe their experience in providing commercially guided helicopter skiing or 
services. For those areas that require a Federal, State, or Borough/County permit copies of the 
permit for each period of use, and agency use, and performance reports will be required to 
verify experience.  Include, at a minimum: 

i. Name and location of operation(s) 
ii. Services offered 
iii. Aviation related experience of employees 
iv. Avalanche related experience of employees 
v. Annual number of clients served 
vi. Description and number of aircraft used 
vii. Employee training and evaluation programs 
viii. Membership in any aviation safety program(s) 
ix. Membership in any avalanche safety program(s) 

Criteria 4. Business Plan and Financial Capability.  
The Applicant’s submitted response must include their business experience, business plan, business 
references and financial capability to successfully operate and manage helicopter skiing services. 
(Attachments 4, Sample Business Plan, 5.0, FS-2500-24 Financial Statement, and 5.1, FS-6500-
0025 Request for Verification). 

This part of the application package must be a separate document. The business plan must 
provide a thorough analysis of an applicant’s vision of the proposed business. A good business 
plan is essential for running a successful business, maintaining and improving the business, and 
raising needed capital. 

Applicants must furnish a detailed description of their experience relating to operating and 
maintaining a helicopter skiing business. The description must include experience in private 
business, public service, or any nonprofit or other related enterprises. Applicants are encouraged 
to contact their local small business development center if they need assistance in completing their 
business plan. Alternatively, applicants who have already received a review of their business plan 
from a small business development center or the Forest Service for the current fiscal year may 
submit a copy of the review report. 

E. Processing Fees  

a. Cost Recovery 
Applications submitted in response to this prospectus are subject to recovery processing fee 
pursuant to Forest Service regulations found at 36 CFR 251.58 (b)(1), (c)(1), and (c)(3)(iii).  
Applicants must submit a processing fee of $2,590 to cover the cost of the prospectus and review 
of the application.  Payments due the United States for this application must be paid in the form 
of a bank draft, money order, or cashier’s check payable to the USDA-Forest Service.  Payments 
will be credited on the date received by the designated Forest Service collection officer or 
deposit location.  Additionally, the selected applicant will be responsible for the costs of 
preparing and issuing the permit and conducting a FAD, unless the Forest Service has conducted a 
FAD for the applicant within the past year.  If a FAD has been completed for the applicant within 
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the last 12 months, the applicant will be responsible for the cost of adjusting it to reflect any 
change this selection will have on the applicant’s financial ability.  

b. Small Business Development Center Review 
All business plans will be independently reviewed by the Alaska Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC).  Applicants are required to submit two additional copies of their business plan for 
this evaluation.  If an applicant’s current fiscal year business plan has already been reviewed by 
an SBDC, the applicant may submit a copy of the review report.   

Along with the business plan, applicants must submit a bank draft, money order, or cashier’s check 
in the amount of $250.00 made payable to the SBDC.  Applicants submitting a current year 
review report by the Forest Service or an SBDC need not enclose payment.   

F. Selection Process  
Applications received in response to this prospectus will be evaluated by an independent Forest 
Service panel. The evaluation panel will be chosen based on their expertise. Consistent with 
agency practice and to ensure objectivity and impartiality, the evaluation panel are not current or 
past employees, volunteers or contractors of the Chugach National Forest.  A Forest Service 
project manager will provide oversight and direction to the evaluation panel regarding laws, 
regulations, and policies, but will not participate in evaluating the applications. The evaluation 
panel will evaluate each application using a qualitative method (Figure 3, Rating Definitions); 
therefore, the way the applications address the evaluation criteria and their component parts is 
critical.  

The panel’s ratings will be based on the material and responses to evaluation criteria submitted 
by the applicant, and using the rating definitions found in Figure 3, below. The evaluation panel 
will make a recommendation to the authorized officer as to which applicants offer the best high 
quality recreation experience and visitor safety.  The authorized officer will make the selection 
decision.   

The evaluation panel will consider only the applicant’s written application package and any 
performance information obtained by the Forest Service.  During the evaluation process, the 
evaluation panel may contact any references, including all federal, state, and local entities that 
have had a business relationship with the applicant.  The evaluation panel may consider past 
performance information from other sources. 

Applications must be typed (not hand-written). Failure to provide adequate information for each 
of the evaluation criteria may result in a lower rating. 

Selection of the successful applicant is anticipated by July 2019. All applicants will be notified via 
certified mail whether they were successful. 

The Forest Service reserves the right to reject any and all applications. 

The Forest Service reserves the right to rescind the prospectus at any time before a special use 
permit is issued.  If the Forest Service rescinds the prospectus, application fees will be returned.  
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Figure 3 - Rating Definitions 

Color Definition 

Blue 

Exceeds – The application exceeds all minimum requirements.  The application is 
very comprehensive, in-depth, clear, and uniformly outstanding in quality.   The 
application demonstrates an exceptional understanding of goals and objectives of the 
prospectus.  One or more major strengths exist.  No major weaknesses exist.  
Consistently high-quality performance can be expected. 

Green 

Acceptable – The application easily meets all minimum requirements.  The 
application generally is of high quality and demonstrates a strong understanding of 
goals and objectives of the prospectus.  Strengths significantly outweigh weaknesses.  
Weaknesses are minor and easily addressed.  Satisfactory performance can be 
expected. 

Yellow 

Marginal – The application barely meets all minimum requirements.  The application 
is of fair quality and demonstrates a fair understanding of the goals and objectives of 
the prospectus.  Strengths marginally outweigh or are marginally outweighed by 
weaknesses.  Weaknesses may be major and may be difficult to address.  Marginal 
performance can be expected if weaknesses are not addressed. 

Red 

Unacceptable – The application fails to meet most or all minimum requirements.  
The application is of poor quality and fails to demonstrate an understanding of the 
goals and objectives of the prospectus.  Weaknesses significantly outweigh strengths.  
Weaknesses are major and difficult to address.  Consistently unsatisfactory 
performance can be expected. 

 

V. Post-Selection  
Upon notification of selection, the applicant must submit the following items for Forest Service 
review and approval prior to issuance of a special use permit:  

• A final safety plan, response to mitigation and protocols, and final operating plan containing 
all the items submitted in response to the prospectus. 

• Documentation of required liability insurance and, if applicable, property insurance.  

• Documentation of bonding, if applicable. 

• Required deposits and advance payments. 

• A state business license and any other required federal, state, or local certifications or 
licenses. 
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The successful applicant will be required to submit all these items within 30 days of the date of 
the selection letter.  If these requirements are not met within the 30-day period, a special use 
permit will not be issued.  The applicant who receives the next-highest rating may then be 
selected for the special use permit, subject to the same requirements.  

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit 
applicantr completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
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