
                                                   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Figueroa Mountain Wildflower Update for   
April 18, 2019 

 

Hello everyone! 

 

Grass Mountain has been overrun by the grasses. The poppies are no longer visible on Grass Mountain with the exception of a 

few small patches of orange that can still be spotted on the southwest portion, along with some purple patches of lupine. For the 

most part, Grass Mountain is primarily covered in, as its name implies, grass.  However, there are still so many gorgeous 

varieties of wildflowers throughout the mountain to see. In fact, currently, the mid-season wildflowers are in bloom and so many 

more are yet to come.                      

 

Shall we get started? 

 

Beginning at the first cattle guard and continuing to the canopy area, shiny buttercups can still be seen, along with blue dicks, 

fiddlenecks, fillaree, sky lupine, common phacelia, lomatium and miniature lupine. The Johnny Jump-ups have bid farewell for 

the season and the miner’s lettuce is turning brown. However, striking purple fiesta flowers, Chinese houses, hummingbird sage 

and a few owls clover are now in bloom. Right before the canopy area, look to your right. The small field of shooting stars, 

popcorn flower, lomatium and Johnny jump-ups have gone to seed. As one enters the canopy area, the hillside on the left still 

has sky lupine, miniature lupine and blue dicks, but the grasses are starting to cover them up. The canopy area is also saying 

goodbye to the lovely Johnny jump-ups, but common phacelia, blue dicks, buttercups, hummingbird sage and fiesta flowers are 

quite plentiful.  
 

As you continue to climb the mountain, stunning orange California poppies continue to bloom along the road and rocky 

hillsides. Right before you get to the rusty gate, look on the ground to the right and the pretty little white cream cups are getting 

a second wind. You will also see fillaree at this location. If you look to your left, you will see that Grass Mountain is now mostly 

grass.  

 

Other wildflowers to look for as you continue your uphill drive include, buttercups, poppies, lupine, carpets of goldfields, 

coreopsis, fiesta flowers, fillaree, lomatium, blue dicks, prickly phlox, Coreopsis, wild canyon peas and wall flowers. New 

arrivals include the start of golden yarrow, chia, Mexican elderberry, red wild onions and striking Catalina mariposa lilies as 

they dance and sway in the grassy pastures and hillsides. 
                                                                     
When you get to Vista Point (large gravel turnout about 11.4 miles from the bottom), take a short stroll along this area, and look 

at the yellow carpets of goldfields, fillaree, lomatium and blue-eyed grass. The shooting stars and chocolate lilies in this area 

have gone to seed, but many more are yet to be seen as your trek onto higher elevations. Stay tuned!  

 

In the area across Vista Point and along the road to the station, look for orange poppies, blue dicks, blue-eyed grass, popcorn 

flower, golden yarrow, goldfields, lomatium and bush lupine as they get started. The yellow coreopsis is rapidly going away for 

the year. 

 

As you pass the station, shooting stars are still in bloom, along with fiddleneck, sky lupine, blue dicks, mustard and lomatium. 

 

Los Padres National Forest 



Before you get to Tunnel Road, look straight and slightly to the left at the hillsides. Those hillsides are alive with patches of 

beautiful California poppies and lupine. As you approach the field to the right, more and more, lovely wall flowers are waiting 

for that special dance. Buttercups, lomatium, fillaree and wild onions are sharing this field as well. In the grassy field across 

from this location, look for more onions and a single smooth threadleaf ragwort that is in full bloom. 

 

About a half mile further, the famous poppy hillside, as with Grass Mountain, is getting overrun by the different grasses. There 

are still a few poppies and lupine on the hillside, but not as prolific as they were two weeks ago. However, the sky lupine 

continues to show off along the downhill slopes in this area and its heavenly aroma is simply breathtaking! Exquisite bush lupine 

is starting to bloom. Globe gilias are joining the party, along with caterpillar phacelia. The gorgeous California poppies are not 

giving up either. While the grasses may have overrun them in the grassy areas, they are blooming strong along the rocky 

hillsides, where there is no grass. The stretch between the famous poppy hillside and the Figueroa Campground is quite 

beautiful!   

 

Along the corridor, between Figueroa Campground to the to the Davy Brown Trailhead, look Ceanothus, which is still in bloom, 

along with the start of Mexican elderberry, California poppies, sky lupine, bush lupine, chia, popcorn flowers, fiddleneck and 

common phacelia. In the field where the Davy Brown trailhead is located, one can still find sweet chocolate lilies, lovely 

shooting stars and bright yellow buttercups. As you pass the Davy Brown Trailhead, look for more poppies, buttercups, shooting 

stars, miniature lupine, bush lupine, fillaree and lomatium. As you approach a large dirt turnout to your left, about ½ mile past 

the trailhead, look in the field and find chocolate lilies, lomatium and shooting stars. The shooting stars, however, are losing 

their luster and turning to seed for next year’s shining stars. 

 

As one continues down the road look for poppies, buttercups, shooting stars, miniature lupine, bush lupine, popcorn flower, 

fillaree, wild onion, carpets of goldfields and lomatium. As you approach the rusty pipe fence on the left, portions of this pasture 

are full of chocolate lilies. I can’t say I remember ever seeing so many chocolate lilies in this pasture before. One can also find a 

few shooting stars, buttercups, popcorn flowers and miniature lupine 

 

Right before and after the gate that leads to Ranger Peak, the poor baby blue eyes are struggling to see through the tall grass, but 

as you continue, about half way up to Ranger Peak, adorable baby blue eyes are staring at you from both sides of the road in the 

shady area. Keeping these beauties company are fiddleneck and fillaree. 

 

The stretch between Ranger Peak and Cachuma Saddle is coming alive! More and more patches/carpets of beautiful California 

poppies continue to make a striking presence along the hillsides and slopes of this beautiful area. A coworker recommended that 

to get a good look at the distant hillsides where the carpets of poppies are in bloom, one should perhaps do this self-guided tour 

in reverse, beginning at Happy Canyon and following the update starting at the end of the report and going to the beginning. 

Either way…the flowers will be spectacular! Bush poppies and bush lupine were taking their time, but the flower buds are out 

and they should open any time. Within the next week or two, this stretch should be absolutely stunning in purple and yellow. 

Other flowers to look for along this stretch include, Ceanothus, Mexican elderberry, globe gilias, chia, goldfields, popcorn 

flower, fiddleneck, blue dicks, common phacelia, wild cucumber, Colter lupine, purple nightshade, fiesta flowers and wild 

canyon peas.  

 

Sunset Valley’s poppy show is wrapping up but new performers are starring in the sequel. The gorgeous hillsides of poppies are 

being replaced by prickly phlox and bush lupine. Other newcomers include Mexican elderberry, Chinese houses, milk thistle, 

Nuttle’s larkspur, caterpillar phacelia, baby blue eyes and clematis. Ceanothus, chia, goldfields, popcorn flowers, some poppies, 

fiddleneck, blue dicks, common phacelia, Colter lupine, spiny lupine, miniature lupine, fillaree, wild cucumber, lomatium, 

coreopsis and baby blue eyes continue with their grand performance. 

 

Happy Canyon, at the higher elevation, has tufted poppies, royal lupine fiddleneck, spiny lupine, wild cucumber, Mexican 

elderberry, Ceanothus, blue dicks, vetch, Colter lupine, purple sage, bush poppies and clematis currently in bloom. Once one 

goes through the creek crossing, the large orange California poppies are becoming more visible. Along the shady areas on the 

right, one will find an abundance of fiesta flowers and vetch. Past the yellow rusty gate, look at the rocky hillside on the right 

and see lovely pink prickly phlox, wild canyon peas, red Indian paintbrush, blue dicks, vetch, common phacelia and fiesta 

flowers. Golden yarrow is also starting to bloom. 

 

Continuing down the hill, as in most grassy areas, the poppies and lupine are getting overrun, but in the rocky areas, poppies, 

coreopsis, blue dicks, royal lupine, lavender globe gilias, popcorn flowers, mustard and lomatium are still going strong. 

Mariposa lilies are popping up through the grass and swaying with the wind. 

 



Beyond the shooting area, to the bottom of the hill, look for shooting stars, Colter lupine, stinging lupine, buttercups, wild 

canyon peas, mustard, lomatium, deer vetch, fuchsia flowering gooseberries, blue dicks, prickly phlox, mariposa lilies, Mexican 

elderberry, morning glories, fiddleneck, common phacelia, clematis, purple sage  and fiesta flowers.  

 

A reminder to all wildflower viewers…when stopping to take pictures or to take a hike, please do not block the road at any time 

nor double park. As you all know, this is a hazard and makes it impossible for emergency vehicles to get through if their 

assistance were required. 

 

That’s all for this update. Look for our next wildflower update in two weeks. Until then, happy viewing!  If you would like to be 

added to the Figueroa Wildflower Update email list, please send your request to Helen Tarbet by email at htarbet@fs.fed.us. 
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