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 Date: April 23, 2019 

Dear Interested Party,  

Your input is being sought on the proposed Jack’s Project Plan of Operations (Plan).  This letter 
will provide you with information on the Purpose and Need for the proposed action and a request 
for your comments. 

Background 

According to the Roadrunners Prospector’s Club Inc.’s (RRPC) website, the club was founded in 
1982 as a non-profit, volunteer-staffed, family oriented club dedicated to gold mining in the state 
of Arizona. Members have access to thousands of acres of gold producing claims located 
throughout the state and keep the gold they find. In addition, the club sponsors monthly group 
outings where members can work claims, learn new techniques, and socialize. 

On June 9, 2014, the RRPC, submitted the revised Jack’s Project Plan to the Prescott National 
Forest for approval. The Plan was reviewed by the Forest Service for completeness, and later 
determined that it contained sufficient information to begin the environmental evaluation. RRPC 
originally submitted four separate plans between 2007 and 2009, and have been operating under 
an existing Plan for other claims within the Prescott National Forest, Bradshaw Ranger District, 
for over 20 years. The Forest Service determined that the proposed activities in the existing and 
new plans were similar enough to be addressed in one plan to update the environmental analyses 
on the older claims and include the proposed ones at the same time under one plan.  

Proposed Action 

This is a 20-year, placer mining project within 11 new and 82 existing mining claims (93 claims 
in total). The oldest claims date back as far as mid 1980s up to now. Operations would include: 
up to 10 club members (operators) per claim conducting dredging and other placer activities 
(such as panning and metal detecting), vehicular access via system and non-system roads, foot 
traffic on proposed overland travel routes, club gatherings, camping and other incidental 
operations. Operations will be year round, but temporary closures and reduction in operations 
would coincide with seasonal weather variations and timing restrictions. Each operator may 
work up to 10 hours per day. Frequency of operations varies from claim to claim.  

Occupancy of operating areas would be restricted to camping structures where there will be one 
campsite per operator. Camping would not exceed 14 days within a 30-day period. During 
operations, the proponent would comply with all Forest Service regulations. Club outings will 
involve a maximum of 30 operators with a maximum of 15 operators conducting mining 
activities. 

Up to 3-4 inch suction dredges, dry washers, sluice boxes, high bankers, metal detectors, 
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vacuums, gold pans, and other hand tools will used to mine and process placer gravels. 4 inch 
dredges will be utilized by operators who are grandfathered in. Gas, oil, and batteries will be 
used for motorized equipment. No fuel will be stored or disposed of on National Forest System 
(NFS) lands. All mining activities are constrained to ground/streambed excavations below the 
high water marks and not on the banks. Equipment (e.g. dredges) will be used to process 
sediment for ore recovery. No chemicals or explosives will be used in this operation. 

Operators would ensure that water flow is maintained to at least 50% of the current flow rate. To 
mitigate turbidity created by dredging, settling ponds will be used. Pond sizes will vary. Average 
size is 6 feet (ft.) diameter x 1 ft. deep. Settling ponds will be constructed using streambed rock 
and gravel as berm materials. Water would be drawn from the stream through the dredge hose, 
over the sluice box and then allowed to run into the settling pond. The amount of water used per 
day will vary depending on size of the dredge and length of operation during the day. Water will 
not be recycled for reuse. Once the operator has completed activities for the day, the settling 
ponds would be cleaned after sediment has settled to the bottom, plastic removed, and rocks and 
gravel dispersed. During dry periods water may be brought in by members in various types of 
containers to be used with the appropriate type of equipment.  No dredging will take place during 
dry periods. No disturbance to woody vegetation will occur anywhere on the claim.  No dams 
will be constructed within the streams. The operation will comply with all Federal and State 
Water regulations and all State laws governing water quality, standards for surface waters 
A.C.R.R., Title 9, Chapter 21.  The club currently maintains an US Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 404 Dredge Permit, which is renewed as required. 

Reclamation activities will be concurrent with mining operations. Trash, sewage, and waste will 
be removed and disposed of at the operator’s residence or at a public waste facility on an 
ongoing basis as each operator leaves the claim. All excavations would be backfilled and 
contoured prior to the operator moving to another dredge site or leaving the project area.  The 
final reclamation would include these items and revegetation as required. 

Jeeps, pickup trucks, passenger vehicles, 4-wheel drive vehicles, and quads would be used to 
access operating areas on forest system, decommissioned, and user-created roads. The Ray’s 
Right Place (RRP) claim is not accessible by vehicle; therefore, operators will access the claim 
by foot along Little Wolf Creek. No new roads will be constructed and no maintenance will be 
done without prior written approval. Each operator would have at least one vehicle to access 
operating sites. The table below identifies the access roads and trails that would be used. (See 
Appendix 1). 

Purpose and Need 

The purpose for the proposed action is to mine valuable mineral deposits in accordance with the 
Jack’s Project Plan of Operations (PoO) submitted by Roadrunners Prospectors Club Inc. in a 
way that minimizes disturbance to surface resources. The PoO was submitted in accordance with 
the 36 CFR 228 Subpart A. 

The Mining Law of 1872 states that all valuable mineral deposits in Public Domain lands of the 
United States are to be free and open to exploration and development. The Forest Service is 
obligated to process, administer, and manage mining operations on NFS lands conducted under 
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the following laws, regulations, and the Prescott National Forest Land and Resource 
Management Plan: 1872 General Mining Law (as amended), 1897 Organic Administration Act, 
1955 Multiple Use Mining Act, 36 CFR 228 Subpart A – Locatable Minerals, and Chapter 2 
(Forestwide Desired Conditions – Minerals page 52-53) and Chapter 4 (Standards and 
Guidelines – Minerals and Mineral Materials page 90-92) of the June 2015 Land Resource 
Management Plan for the Prescott National Forest. 

Decision To Be Made 

The Bradshaw District Ranger of the Prescott National Forest will decide whether to authorize 
the proposed action as described, or whether to implement a different alternative. Given that the 
proposed action is subject to the terms of the 1872 General Mining Law, as amended, a no action 
alternative is not available to the District Ranger. Based on public comments received from 
responses to this scoping notice, the Forest Service will determine whether significant public 
issues or concerns exist. The nature of the analysis and development of alternatives are 
contingent upon that determination. 

Implementation 

Once any public issues or concerns with the proposed action have been identified, the Forest 
Service will evaluate the environmental effects of the proposed action and activities, and will 
publish a legal notice of the availability of that Environmental Assessment for a 30-day public 
comment period. Following public comment, if anyone has standing for objections, there would 
be additional notice for a 45-day objection period. Following resolution of any objections, if it is 
determined that this project will proceed, a decision notice would be signed and the project could 
be implemented immediately. 

Opportunity to Object 

Comments submitted during this scoping period or any other official comment period offered by 
the responsible official will provide the commenter with standing for objections. Objections must 
comply with the direction in 36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B. 

This project implements the Prescott National Forest's Land and Resource Management Plan 
(2015) and is not authorized under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA). Once the 
Environmental Assessment has been completed, there will be a notification of the opportunity to 
object. 

Request for Comments and Contact Person 

We would like to know of any issues, concerns, and suggestions you may have about this 
proposal. Comments should be as fully formed and specific as possible to assist us in the 
analysis. Although comments are welcome at any time, they will be most effective if received by 
May 23, 2019. 

In order for a commenter to have standing for objections, comments must be received by May 
23, 2019. Please submit your comments in writing to: 





 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper    

Appendix A 
 
 

Table 1. Claim Groups 
 

Table 2. Access Roads and Routes - Proposed access roads and trails, system and non-system 
routes 

 
Table 3. Operation Schedule 
 
Map 1. Copper Basin Wash Group* 
Map 2. Hassayampa River Group* 
Map 3. Eugenie Stream and Big Bug Creek Group* 
Map 4. Upper Wolf Creek Group* 
Map 5. Lower Wolf Creek Group* 
Map 6. Turkey Creek Group* 
Map 7. Ducbill Group* 
Map 8. Crooks Canyon Group* 
Map 9. Oro De Valenzuela* 
Map 10. Poland – Black Canyon Creek Group* 
 
Table 4. Claim List with Locations 
 
 

*DISCLAIMER: This product is reproduced from geospatial information prepared by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service.  GIS data and product accuracy may vary.  
They may be: developed from sources of differing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, 
based on modeling or interpretation, incomplete while being created or revised, etc.  Using GIS 
products for purposes other than for which they were created, may yield inaccurate or 
misleading results.  The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace, 
GIS products "based on new inventories, new or revised information, and if necessary in 
conjunction with other federal, state or local public agencies or the public in general as required 
by policy or regulation.  Previous recipients of the products may not be notified unless required 
by policy or regulation".   For more information, contact the Prescott National Forest at (928) 
443-8000. 



Table 1. Claim Groups 

Group Name (# claims) Claims 

Copper Basin Wash (7) Jack's Hideaway, Carolyn D, Saddle Tramps, Happy Times, Renee's Best Chance, Stuck 
Duck, Wilger's Wish 

Hassayampa River (3) JDR 1, JDR 2, JDR 3 
Eugenie Stream (2) Caitlin Lisa, Cole Ryan  
Big Bug Creek (5) Roadrunner #1 and #2, Vira-Anne, Vira-Anne 2, Diggem's Paradise  

Upper Wolf Creek (9) Big Rock #1, Big Rock #2, Gary's Place #1A, Betty 4, Betty 5, Bad Luck, No Luck, Good 
Luck, Great Luck 

Lower Wolf Creek (7) Wolf 1, Wolf 2, Wolf 3, Wolf 4, Wolf 5, Wolf 6, Ray's Right Place 

Turkey Creek (16) 
Bean Bag #1, Bean Bag 2-1, Bean Bag 2-2, Goodwin 1-1, Goodwin 1-2, Protecto 2, Donkey 
Mine #4, Burro #1, Burro #2, Mercer's Place, Merciful Heavens #2, Patriot 1, Patriot 2, 
Patriot 3, Patriot 4, Patriot 5  

Ducbill (2) Ducbill 1 and 2 

Crooks Canyon (17) 
Gold Palace I, Gold Palace II, Gold Palace III, Gold Palace IV, Gold Palace V,  More Than 
Lots Of Rock, Lots Of Rock, Gold Palace VIII, Bonny, Clyde, Clinton, Hidden Treasure, 
Chris #1, Crooks Canyon Gold 4, Crooks Canyon Gold 5, Crook City Gold, Venezia Gold 

Oro De Valenzuela (1) Oro De Valenzuela 

Poland Creek (17) 
Sharon Lee 1-1, Sharon Lee 1-2, Sharon Lee 1-3, Sharon Lee 1-4, Sharon Lee 2-1, Sharon 
Lee 2-2, Sharon Lee 2-3, Sharon Lee No 3, Sharon Lee 4-1, Sharon Lee 4-2, Sharon Lee 4-
3, Sharon Lee 4-4, Sharon Lee 4-5, Sharon Lee 4-6, Jenney, Jack Ass, Hinny 

Black Canyon Creek (7)  Red Bird # 11, Laura Kay 1-1, Laura Kay 1-2, Laura Kay 1-3, Janet Lynn 2-1, Janet Lynn 
2-2, Janet Lynn 2-3 

*New claims are italicized. 

 

 

 



Table 2. Access Roads and Routes 

Group Name  Proposed Access Roads and Routes 

Copper Basin Wash  CR 64, FR 9402E, FR 9402C, user-created route along Copper Basin Wash, spurs off of CR 64 
Hassayampa River  CR 101, FT 384 (used to be 9406C - gated) 
Eugenie Stream CR 58, FR 30 
Big Bug Creek  CR 58, user-created route off of CR 58, 9263H, spurs off of CR 58 (~4 mi. west of Hwy 69) 
Upper Wolf Creek  CR 177, FR 86 
Lower Wolf Creek  CR 177, FT 202, hiking trail from existing pull off on CR 177 
Turkey Creek  FR 52, FT 275 
Ducbill  FR 83, 9262X 
Crooks Canyon  FR 52, FR 82, 9402V 
Oro De Valenzuela CR 178 
Poland Creek  FR 101, FR 687, FR 688, and decommissioned section of FR 688 
Black Canyon Creek FR 101 

CR – County Road, FR – Forest Road, FT – Forest Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 3. Operation Schedule 

Claim Name 

Number 
of 
Operators Operating Schedules Closures (duration) 

Club 
Outings* 

Copper Basin Wash 
Group 8 2-3 times per week  February 1st through July 31st 

(all claims in group)  No 

Hassayampa Group  4 2-3 times per week  
January 1th through April 
15th 
(all claims in group)  

No 

Eugenie Stream 10 
4-5 times per week in summer 
months, 
and 2-3 times per week in winter 

January 1th through April 
15th  
(Roadrunner 1 and 2) 

Yes 

Big Bug Creek Group  10 
4-5 times per week in summer 
months, 
and 2-3 times per week in winter 

January 1th through April 
15th 
(all claims in group)  

Yes 

Upper Wolf Creek Group 4 Occasional (once a week)   No 
Lower Wolf Creek Group 4 Occasional (once a week)   No 

Turkey Creek Group  4 Occasional (once a week)  
January 1sts through April 
15th  
(Patriots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) 

No 

Ducbill Group 4 Occasional (once a week)    No 

Crooks Canyon Group  4 Occasional (once a week) 

January 1st through April 15th 
(Gold Palace V, VI, VII, VIII, 
Bonny, Clyde, Clinton, and Hidden 
Treasure) 
March 1st through August 
31st 
(Gold Palace I, II, III, and IV) 

No 

Oro De Valenzuela 8 2-3 times per week   No 

Poland Creek Group  8 2-3 times per week January 1st through April 15th 
(Hinny, Jenney, and Jack Ass) No 

Black Canyon Creek 
Group 8 2-3 times per week January 1st through April 15th 

(Laura Kay #1 and Janet Lynn #2) No 

 *During outings up to 30 operators will be present 
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Turkey Creek Group
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Table 4. Claim List with Locations 

  Legal Description    

Claim Name Township Range Section 
USGS Topo 

quad 
Jacks Hideaway 13N 3W 29 Wilhoit 
Saddle Tramps 13N 3W 29 Wilhoit 
Happy Times 13N 3W 29, 32 Wilhoit 
Renee's Best Chance 13N 3W 32 Wilhoit 
Stuck Duck 13N 3W 32 Wilhoit 
Wilger's Wish 13N 3W 32 Wilhoit 
Carolyn D 13N 3W 29 Wilhoit 
JDR #1 12.5N  2W 21 Groom Creek 
JDR #2 12.5N  2W 21 Groom Creek 
JDR #3 12.5 / 13N 2W 21 / 33 Groom Creek 
Roadrunner #1 12.5N  1W 25 Poland Junction 
Roadrunner #2 12.5N  1W 25 Poland Junction 
Vira Anne  12.5N 1W 27 Poland Junction 
Vira Anne 2 12.5N 1W 27 Poland Junction 
Diggem's Paradise 12.5N 1W 26 Poland Junction 
Cole Ryan 12.5N 1W 24 Poland Junction 

Caitlin Lisa 12.5N / 13N 1W 23, 24 / 35, 
36 Poland Junction 

Big Rock #2 12N  1W 10 Poland Junction 
Big Rock #1 12N  1W 10,11 Poland Junction 
Gary's Place #1A 12N  1W 14 Poland Junction 
Betty 4 12N  1W 14 Poland Junction 
Betty 5 12N  1W 14 Poland Junction 
Bad Luck 12N  1W 14 23 Poland Junction 
No Luck 12N  1W 23 Poland Junction 
Good Luck 12N  1W 23 24 Poland Junction 
Great Luck 12N  1W 24 Poland Junction 
Wolf 1 11.5N  1E 31 Battle Flat 
Wolf 2 11.5N  1E 31 Battle Flat 
Wolf 3 11.5N  1E 31 Battle Flat 
Wolf 4 11.5N / 11N 1E / 1E 31 / 6 Battle Flat 
Wolf 5 11.5N  1E 31 Battle Flat 
Wolf 6  11N  1E 5,6 Battle Flat 
Ray's Right Place 12N 1W 24 Battle Flat 
Bean Bag #1  12N  1W 28 Battle Flat 
Bean Bag 2-1  12N  1W 28 Battle Flat 
Bean Bag 2-2  12N  1W 28 Battle Flat 
Goodwin 1-1  12N  1W 28, 33 Battle Flat 



Goodwin 1-2  12N  1W 33 Battle Flat 
Protecto 2  12N  1W 33 Battle Flat 
Donkey Mine #4  12N 1W 33 Battle Flat 
Merciful Heavens #2 12N 1W 33 Battle Flat 
Burro #1  12N 1W 33 Battle Flat 
Burro #2  11N 1W 4 Battle Flat 
Mercer's Place 11N  1W 4 Battle Flat 
Patriot 1 11N  1W 4 Battle Flat 
Patriot 2 11N  1W 3,4 Battle Flat 
Patriot 3 11N  1W 3 Battle Flat 
Patriot 4 11N  1W 3 Battle Flat 
Patriot 5 11N  1W 3 Battle Flat 
Ducbill 1 12N 1W 17 Groom Creek 
Ducbill 2 12N 1W 17 Groom Creek 
Gold Palace I  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 
Gold Palace II  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 
Gold Palace III  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 
Gold Palace IV  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 
Gold Palace V  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 
More Than Lots Of 
Rock  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 

Lots Of Rock  12N 1W 19 Battleship Butte 
Gold Palace VIII  12N 1W 30 Battleship Butte 
Bonny  12N 1W 30 Battleship Butte 

Clyde 12N 
12N 

1W 
2W 

30 
25 Battleship Butte 

Clinton 12N 
12N 

1W 
2W 

30 
25 Battleship Butte 

Hidden Treasure  12N 2W / 
1W 25,36 / 30,30 Battleship Butte 

Chris #1 12N 2W 36 Groom Creek 
Crooks Canyon Gold 4 12N 2W 12 Groom Creek 
Crooks Canyon Gold 5 12N 2W 1 Groom Creek 
Crook City Gold 12N 2W 12 Groom Creek 
Venezia Gold 12N 2W 12,13 Groom Creek 
Oro De Valenzuela 11N 1E 14 Cleator 

Sharon Lee 1-1  11N / 10N 1E 1,36 / 35 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 1-2  11N / 10N 1E 36 / 35 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 1-3  11N 1E 36 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 1-4  11N 1E 36 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 



Sharon Lee 2-1  10N 1E 2 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 2-2  11N / 10N 1E 35 / 2 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 2-3  11N 1E 35 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee No 3  10N 1E 2 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 4-1  10N 1E 1 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 4-2  10N 1E 1 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 4-3  10N 1E 1 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 4-4  10N 1E 1 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 4-5  10N 1E 1 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Sharon Lee 4-6  10N 1E 1 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Jenney 11N 1E 34 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Jack Ass 11N 1E 34,35 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Hinny 11N 1E 34 Cleator/Bumble 
Bee 

Laura Kay 1-1 10N  1E 12 Bumble Bee 
Laura Kay 1-2 10N  1E 12 Bumble Bee 
Laura Kay 1-3 10N  1E 12 Bumble Bee 
Janet Lynn 2-1 10N  1E 12 Bumble Bee 
Janet Lynn 2-2 10N  1E 12,13 Bumble Bee 
Janet Lynn 2-3 10N  1E 12,13 Bumble Bee 
Red Bird #11 10N 1E / 2E 1 / 19 Bumble Bee 
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