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• Haines Junction, Yukon, Canada 

• White spruce forest, willow understory, some aspen

• 90 camera sites; high retention, low retention, unsalvaged





“Our main finding was that salvage logging reduced occupancy 

by snowshoe hare, lynx, and coyote via changes to forest 

structure.”

“…high stand retention did not mitigate these effects, and 

occupancy did not improve with time since logging [same for 

0−10 years since salvage compared to 11−25 years].” 

“Salvage logging practices that maintain small cut-sizes 

interspersed with large patches of boreal forest are least 

likely to effect hares and thier [sic] predators.”

Thomas et al. 2019:



• Snowshoe hare distribution, occupancy, and density has 

remained largely unchanged post-beetles; same for distribution 

and occupancy of lynx; red squirrel occupancy and density has 

declined.

• Snowshoe hare density may be driven more strongly by stem 

density of young fir compared to young spruce; selection of lynx 

may follow this pattern as well – important to protect 

regenerating saplings when entering an area.

• Salvage activities may reduce occupancy of snowshoe hares and 

their predators in the few decades immediately after 

implementation; logging practices that maintain small cut-sizes 

interspersed with large patches of boreal forest are least likely 

to have negative effects.

Summary
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