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Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest  

2019 Rainbow Gathering 
June 13, 2019 

Situation or 
Background 

On June 12, 2018, the U.S. Forest Service learned that the 2019 Rainbow Family 
of Living Light would be conducting their national gathering on the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, Washburn Ranger District, within 
Bayfield County. The location is near Canthook Lake in the area of Forest Road 
412 near the town of Delta. The gathering is expected to last through the July 4 
weekend.  After that, several Rainbow Family members stay on site for several 
weeks to work on clean-up and rehabilitation. 

Safety Concerns 
and/or Advisories 

Hazard Trees  
 
Falling trees and branches are an ever-present hazard when traveling or camping 
in a forest. A hazard tree is one that has a structural defect that makes it likely to 
fail in whole or in part. The most effective way to prevent mishaps is to 
adequately prepare for the trip.  
 
Be aware of your surroundings. Trees can fall without warning. Look up for trees 
with broken limbs or tops. Do not stand or camp under leaning trees.  
 
Numerous down or leaning trees may indicate structural defects. Avoid dense 
patches of dead trees. Limbs and damaged trees may fall at any time. Absence of 
needles, bark or limbs may also indicate structural defects. The possibility of rot 
is indicated by conks, broken tops, basal scars, cat faces, numerous down limbs, 
ants or an abundance of woodpecker holes.  
 
Cracks can develop in large branches which, although damaged, might not fall 
from the tree. Strong winds may weaken unstable trees. Be particularly watchful 
when it is windy. 

Weather Thursday, June 13 - Sunny, with a high near 69. Calm wind becoming northwest 
around 5 mph in the morning.  
 
Overnight - A slight chance of showers between 3am and 4am, then a chance of 
showers and thunderstorms after 4am. Increasing clouds, with a low around 48. 
Southwest wind around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 30%. 
 
Friday, June 14 - A chance of showers and thunderstorms before 7am, then 
showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm between 7am and 1pm, then a chance 
of showers and thunderstorms after 1pm. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 68. 
Southwest wind around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.  
 
Overnight - Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm before 1am, then a 
chance of showers and thunderstorms after 1am. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 47. Southwest wind around 5 mph becoming east after midnight. Chance 
of precipitation is 60% 
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Information USDA Forest Service – Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Rainbow 
Gathering Website: https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5. 
 
Public Information: (715) 539-6757 
 
Bayfield County Sheriff 
Dial 911 for emergencies  
Non-emergencies: (715) 373-6120 
 
For more information about the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest 
please visit our website at www.fs.usda.gov/CNNF or follow us on Twitter 
at http://twitter.com/CNNF002 or like us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/CNNF002.  
 

Protected Sites The Forest Service protects many sensitive resource sites. Sensitive resource 
areas include wildlife areas, cultural sites, riparian areas and wetlands. Restricting 
access to such areas provides protection for several Threatened wildlife species 
and other aquatic and wildlife species.  Excavation and/or removal of prehistoric, 
historic, or archaeological resources, structures, sites, artifacts, or property is 
prohibited.    
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