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Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest  

2019 Rainbow Gathering 
June 27, 2019 

Situation  On June 12, 2018, the U.S. Forest Service learned that the 2019 Rainbow Family 
of Living Light would be conducting their national gathering on the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, Washburn Ranger District, within 
Bayfield County. The location is near Canthook Lake in the area of Forest Road 
412 near the town of Delta. The gathering is expected to last through the July 4 
weekend.  After that, several Rainbow Family members stay on site for several 
weeks to work on clean-up and rehabilitation. 
 
Current attendance is estimated to be a little more than 1,300 visitors.  

Safety Concerns 
and/or Advisories 

Lightning Safety - When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors 
Lightning strikes can kill or seriously injure a person in the blink of an eye. 
Watch the skies and seek safe shelter if you hear thunder or see lightning. 
 
According to the National Lightning Safety Council, 396 people were struck and 
killed by lightning in the United States between 2006 and 2018. Of those 
fatalities, nine were in Wisconsin. Almost two-thirds of those killed nationwide 
were involved in outdoor leisure activities at the time they were struck. 
 
If you can hear thunder, lightning is close enough to strike you. 
The safest place to be is inside a sturdy shelter, such as a house. Even the inside 
of a car with a hard top is safer than being out in the open during a thunderstorm.  
 
If you are inside a vehicle, avoid touching metal surfaces that could conduct 
electricity. Never seek cover under a tree or think you are safe by being low to the 
ground. Get out of open areas and away from bodies of water, such as lakes or 
rivers. 
 
If a person you are with is struck by lightning, immediately dial 911 and start 
performing CPR. Don’t be afraid to touch the victim – the human body does not 
hold an electrical charge.  For more information go to readywisconsin.wi.gov.  
 

Closures For a map of the Canthook Lake area where the Rainbow Gathering is taking 
place please visit https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5.  Forest Order 09-13-19-01 was issued 
for roads on the Washburn Ranger District.  Forest Order 09-07-19-02 was issued 
for no-camping within 200 feet of the North Country National Scenic Trail 
between Forest Road 411 and Forest Road 228.  
 
For a list of roads and trails currently closed due to the 2016 and 2018 Floods 
please visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/cnnf/home/?cid=fseprd593703. The 
associated maps show a more detailed view of where the closures are. 
 

Parking Information A map has been created showing the flow of traffic in the area, no parking 
locations, and closed roads. Information is located at https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5.  
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Weather This Afternoon 
Showers and thunderstorms likely, then showers and possibly a thunderstorm 
after 4pm. High near 84. Southwest wind around 5 mph becoming south. Chance 
of precipitation is 80%. 
 
Tonight 
Showers and thunderstorms likely, mainly before 9pm. Patchy fog after 3am. 
Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 59. Southeast wind around 5 mph 
becoming northeast after midnight. Chance of precipitation is 60%. 
 
Friday 
Patchy fog before 7am. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, then gradually becoming 
sunny, with a high near 82. Calm wind becoming northeast around 5 mph in the 
morning.  
 
Friday Night 
A slight chance of showers between 11pm and 1am. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 58. East wind around 5 mph becoming calm. Chance of precipitation is 
20%. 
 

Information USDA Forest Service – Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Rainbow 
Gathering Website: https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5. 
 
Public Information: (715) 539-6757 
 
Bayfield County Sheriff 
Dial 911 for emergencies  
Non-emergencies: (715) 373-6120 
 
For more information about the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest please 
visit our website at www.fs.usda.gov/CNNF or follow us on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/CNNF002 or like us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/CNNF002.  
 

Protected Sites The Forest Service protects many sensitive resource sites. Sensitive resource 
areas include wildlife areas, cultural sites, riparian areas and wetlands. Restricting 
access to such areas provides protection for several Threatened wildlife species 
and other aquatic and wildlife species.  Excavation and/or removal of prehistoric, 
historic, or archaeological resources, structures, sites, artifacts, or property is 
prohibited.    
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