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Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest  

2019 Rainbow Gathering 
July 1, 2019 

Situation  On June 12, 2019, the U.S. Forest Service learned that the 2019 Rainbow Family of 
Living Light would be conducting their national gathering on the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest, Washburn Ranger District, within Bayfield County. The 
location is near Canthook Lake in the area of Forest Road 412 near the town of Delta. 
The gathering is expected to last through the July 4 weekend. After that, several 
Rainbow Family members stay on site for several weeks to work on clean-up and 
rehabilitation. 
 
Current attendance is estimated to be about 4,900 visitors.  

Safety Concerns 
and/or Advisories 

Hiking Tips 

• Let the slowest hiker set the pace. Always stay together. Put the slowest hiker 
near the front to keep your group together. While it may take a bit longer to 
reach your ultimate destination, staying together helps reduce the chance of 
someone getting lost and if someone gets injured you are there to help. 

• Keep Track of Your Time and Distance. Remember that your total hike time 
includes the time it took you to hike to your destination and back to your 
starting point. If any of your hike, in either direction, is uphill, plan for it to 
take at least double the time it took you to go downhill. Be aware of the time 
you set out and turn around so you don’t get stuck outside in the dark. Set a 
turn around time if your trip is taking longer than planned and make sure you 
stick to it. Be prepared with the 10 essentials in case your adventure runs late. 

• Yield to uphill hikers. Be courteous and cautious of others out on the trails. If 
you are downhill, carefully step to the side to let others pass. 

• Take breaks often. Know your limits and pay attention to how you are feeling 
when on the trail. A good rule of thumb is that if you can talk while you are 
walking, you are traveling at the perfect speed. 

• Eat snacks and drink water. Hiking can drain your energy quickly. 
Dehydration and heat exhaustion may sneak up on you while you are hiking 
on the trails. Be sure to drink as you are thirsty. Snack on nutritional foods 
such as trail mix, nuts, and granola bars to keep your energy high. 

• Take your time and watch your step. Be careful and watch where you are 
walking, especially on slippery areas. Stick to dry paths and solid rock areas 
with good footing. Stay away from slippery slopes.  

Closures For a map of the Canthook Lake area where the Rainbow Gathering is taking place 
please visit https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5.  Forest Order 09-13-19-01 was issued for roads 
on the Washburn Ranger District.  Forest Order 09-07-19-02 was issued for no-
camping within 200 feet of the North Country National Scenic Trail between Forest 
Road 411 and Forest Road 228.  
 

https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5
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For a list of roads and trails currently closed due to the 2016 and 2018 Floods please 
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/cnnf/home/?cid=fseprd593703. The associated 
maps show a more detailed view of where the closures are. 
 

Parking 
Information 

A map has been created showing the flow of traffic in the area, no parking locations, 
and closed roads. Information is located at https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5.  
 

Weather Tonight 
A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms, mainly after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 60. West wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the 
evening. 
 
Tuesday 
A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly before 10am. Cloudy, then gradually 
becoming mostly sunny, with a high near 83. Calm wind becoming south around 5 
mph. 
 
Tuesday Night  
Patchy fog after midnight. Otherwise, mostly clear, with a low around 60. Calm wind. 
 
Wednesday 
A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms after 1pm. Patchy fog before 8am. 
Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a high near 88. Calm wind becoming south around 6 
mph in the afternoon. 
 

Information USDA Forest Service – Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Rainbow Gathering 
Website: https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5. 
 
Public Information: (715) 539-6757 
 

Bayfield County Sheriff 
Dial 911 for emergencies  
Non-emergencies: (715) 373-6120 
 

For more information about the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest please visit 
our website at www.fs.usda.gov/CNNF or follow us on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/CNNF002 or like us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/CNNF002.  
 

Protected Sites The Forest Service protects many sensitive resource sites. Sensitive resource areas 
include wildlife areas, cultural sites, riparian areas and wetlands. Restricting access to 
such areas provides protection for several Threatened wildlife species and other 
aquatic and wildlife species.  Excavation and/or removal of prehistoric, historic, or 
archaeological resources, structures, sites, artifacts, or property is prohibited. 
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