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Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest  

2019 Rainbow Gathering 
July 5, 2019 

Situation  On June 12, 2019, the U.S. Forest Service learned that the 2019 Rainbow Family of 
Living Light would be conducting their national gathering on the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest, Washburn Ranger District, within Bayfield County. The 
location is near Canthook Lake in the area of Forest Road 412 near the town of Delta. 
The gathering is expected to last through the July 4 weekend. After that, several 
Rainbow Family members stay on site for several weeks to work on clean-up and 
rehabilitation. 
 
Current attendance is estimated to be about 5,180 visitors. 
 

Safety Concerns 
and/or Advisories 

Here are a few simple ways to keep your campsite clean and pristine: 

• When packing for your trip, think about reducing litter at the source—before 
you leave town. Leave excess packaging at home and plan rations to avoid 
leftovers as much as possible. 

• Camping furniture is actually a great way to minimize your impact and stay 
comfortable. By bringing camp chairs, for example, you won’t be tempted to 
move logs or rocks for seats, which can disturb habitat. 

• Bring a clothesline to dry out wet clothes and towels so you’re not compelled 
to hammer a nail into a tree or hang clothing from branches, both of which 
can cause damage to trees and make them more susceptible to disease. 
Breaking branches off trees can also create an ugly scar. 

• Check to make sure you have all your tent stakes so you don’t have to tie 
down to rocks or logs and bring a hatchet or a hammer for pounding them in. 

• Don’t forget trash bags and plastic bags for your pet’s poop and drop it in 
proper waste containers on your way out. 

• Pack it in, pack it out. Put trash–even crumbs, peels and cores–in garbage 
bags and dispose of it properly. 

• Bring bio-degradable soap for dishes and washing up and a fine mesh strainer 
(nylon stockings also work well) to screen out small food particles from 
wastewater. It’s best to wash your dishes away from camp and at least 200 
feet from any water source using portable wash tubs (one for washing and one 
for rinsing). When you’re done, strain your dishwater and dispose of any food 
remaining in the strainer by placing it in the trash. Scatter the wastewater 
broadly. As a rule, use as little soap as possible. Even biodegradable soap can 
affect the water quality of lakes and streams. 

Closures For a map of the Canthook Lake area where the Rainbow Gathering is taking place 
please visit https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5.  Forest Order 09-13-19-01 was issued for roads 
on the Washburn Ranger District.  Forest Order 09-07-19-02 was issued for no-
camping within 200 feet of the North Country National Scenic Trail between Forest 
Road 411 and Forest Road 228.  
 

https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5
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**NEW** Forest Order 09-03-19-03 was rescinded. The bacteria levels are currently 
at an acceptable level at Happles Lake on the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. 
 
For a list of roads and trails currently closed due to the 2016 and 2018 Floods please 
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/cnnf/home/?cid=fseprd593703. The associated 
maps show a more detailed view of where the closures are. 
 

Parking 
Information 

A map has been created showing the flow of traffic in the area, no parking locations, 
and closed roads. Information is located at https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5.  

Weather Friday  
Partly sunny, with a high near 81. North wind around 5 mph. 
 
Friday Night 
A 30 percent chance of showers, mainly before 11pm. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 58. North wind around 5 mph becoming calm. 
 
Saturday  
Sunny, with a high near 72. Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts as high as 15 
mph. 
 
Saturday Night  
Mostly clear, with a low around 48. East wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the 
evening. 

Information USDA Forest Service – Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Rainbow Gathering 
Website: https://go.usa.gov/xmJJ5. 
 
Public Information: (715) 539-6757 
 

Bayfield County Sheriff 
Dial 911 for emergencies  
Non-emergencies: (715) 373-6120 
 

For more information about the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest please visit 
our website at www.fs.usda.gov/CNNF or follow us on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/CNNF002 or like us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/CNNF002.  
 

Protected Sites The Forest Service protects many sensitive resource sites. Sensitive resource areas 
include wildlife areas, cultural sites, riparian areas and wetlands. Restricting access to 
such areas provides protection for several Threatened wildlife species and other 
aquatic and wildlife species.  Excavation and/or removal of prehistoric, historic, or 
archaeological resources, structures, sites, artifacts, or property is prohibited. 
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