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During the winter of 2018-2019, the Stanislaus National Forest experienced one of the heaviest 
snow falls on record. In addition to the heavy snowfall - which will continue to prevent safe 
travel on some roads in the elevation zones subject to seasonal closures - warm weather systems 
brought heavy rains and high winds which resulted in an unusually high number of fallen trees 
upon forest roads. As a result, some of these roads were not passable by motorized vehicles by 
the scheduled road opening date of April 15. Allowing vehicles to travel these roadways would 
put vehicle occupants at risk, would damage the forest's road infrastructure and surfaces, and 
could result in increased sedimentation in Eagle and Herring Creeks and other unnamed 
drainages. 

Forest Order No. STF-16-2019-02 was executed April 15, 2019. The order prohibited use 
several high elevation roads on the Summit Ranger District through June 30, 2019. Late spring 
storms dropped as much as three feet of additional snow in the area. As a result, I have decided 
to extend the seasonal road closure from June 30, 2019, to July 31, 2019, for the following roads: 

1. Forest Road No. 4Nl2 (Herring Creek Road) from its intersection with 18EV463.
2. Forest Road No. 5N0 I (Eagle Meadow Road) from its intersection with 5NO 1 S. 
3. Forest Road No. 4N34 (Gooseberry Road).
4. Forest Road No. 4N47.

This order will be in effect until July 31, 2019, or until I determine the roads are sufficiently 
clear of snow and downed trees to allow for safe travel and to protect resources and roads from 
damage. 

The closure is for resource protection and to protect members of the public. My staff has 
determined that anticipated effects of this proposed action would be administrative in nature. 
The Forest Service will install signs and post notices to alert the public to these prohibitions. 

I have concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded from documentation in an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National 
Environmental Policy Act. This action falls within the category identified in 36 CFR 220.6( d)( I) 
- prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to protect public health and safety -
and does not require documentation in a decision memo, decision notice, or record of decision. I
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