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The High Fire Hazard Area of the Stanislaus National Forest is located in Calaveras, Mariposa 
and Tuolumne Counties, California. The Forest's Fire Management Reference System 
(Appendix A, Wildland Fire Management Program Implementation) and Forest Service Manual 
(FSM) 5110.4 provide authority and guidance on implementing actions that reduce the risk of 
certain ignition sources during periods of high fire risk. 

Criteria for activating prohibitions in the High Fire Hazard Area through a forest order is based 
on National Fire Danger Rating System indices and fuel moisture conditions. Indices that can 
trigger restrictions are: Burning Index is 60 or greater for three consecutive days with a 

predicted stable or upward trend; dead fuel moistures for thousand-hour time lag fuels are less 
than 14%; and Energy Release Component greater than 70. 

The Forest currently meets the criteria fen· activating the High Fire Hazard fire restrictions using 
the Mt. Elizabeth weather station as a representative site. A combination of the data above 
threshold levels for multiple days along with upward trending data results in a need for 
restricting potential fire causing activities of persons in the High Fire Hazard Area. 

These restrictions are believed to be the most immediate and effective method to reduce the 
potential for loss oflife and property, and to protect the physical, biological, and cultural 
resources of the forest from fire. In response to the situation described, the Forest Service will 
issue a temporary Forest Order prohibiting the following activities in the High Fire Hazard Area: 

1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, or stove fire, except in the Developed
Recreation Sites listed in Exhibit C. 36 CFR 261.52(a).

2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, within a Developed Recreation Site listed
in Exhibit C, or while stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of
all flammable material. 36 CFR 261.52(d).

3. Welding, or operating an acetylene or other torch with an open flame. 36 CFR 261.52(i).

These actions are determined to be admistrative in nature. Minimal ground disturbance will 
occur, and no other additional impact on any natural resources will occur with the 
implementation of this proposed action. The public notification of these restrictions will occur 
via a press announcement published by the local newspapers and postings in public places of 
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