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Dear Planning Participant,

The Tongass National Forest is seeking public comment on the Central Tongass Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The project proposes, over a 15-year time period, to
implement a variety of resource management actions on the Petersburg and Wrangell Ranger
Districts. The actions include, but are not limited to, cabin construction, timber harvest, stream
restoration, and road construction. The Forest Service analyzed two action alternatives and a no-
action alternative. I have not chosen a preferred alternative at this time. All of the alternatives
will be considered in my decision.

The DEIS and associated implementation plan and travel analysis are available for review online
at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/tongass/landmanagement/projects/?cid=fseprd568085. Also
available at this website is the analysis for the Northern Tongass Integrated Weed Management
Environmental Assessment, which the Central Tongass Project incorporates by reference. Paper
copies of the DEIS are available for review at the Petersburg Ranger District, the Wrangell
Ranger District, and the Forest Supervisor's Office in Ketchikan. If you require a paper copy or
electronic media, or need additional information, please contact Carey Case, Project Leader, at
907-772-3871 or send your request to: carey.case(@usda.gov.

Written comments on this proposed action will be accepted for 45 days following the date of
publication of the Notice of Availability (NOA) of the DEIS in the Federal Register
(https://www.federalregister.gov/). While public notices will also be placed in the Ketchikan
Daily News, the Petersburg Pilot and the Wrangell Sentinel, the publication date in the Federal
Register is the exclusive means for calculating the 45-day comment period. Those wishing to
comment should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. If
the comment period ends on a Saturday, Sunday, or federal holiday, comments will be accepted
until the end of the next federal working day (11:59 p.m.).

The Central Tongass Project is subject to the objection process defined by 36 CFR 218, Subparts
A and B. More information can be found at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-03-
27/pdf/2013-06857.pdf. Only individuals or entities who submit timely and specific written
comments about this proposed project or activity during this or another public comment period
established by the responsible official will be eligible to file an objection. Persons submitting
comments must provide the following information: name and address; title of the proposed
project; specific written comments; and signature or other verification of identity upon request.

Other requirements to be eligible to submit an objection are listed at 36 CFR 218.25(a)(3).
Individual members of an entity must submit their own comments to have eligibility to object as
an individual. It is the responsibility of the sender to ensure timely receipt of any comments
submitted. Names and contact information submitted with comments will become part of the
public record and may be released under the Freedom of Information Act.
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Comments should be within the scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the
proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the responsible official to consider.
The responsible official for the Central Tongass Project is M. Earl Stewart, Forest Supervisor,
Tongass National Forest.

Specific written comments may be submitted electronically at: htips://cara.ecosystem-
management.org/Public/Commentinput?Project=53098, or by fax to (907) 772- 5995. Please
note the ability to comment at this online address is only activated during a public comment
period. Comments may also be mailed to: Carey Case, Project Leader, Petersburg Ranger
District, P.O. Box 1328, Petersburg, AK, 99833; or hand-delivered to Petersburg Ranger District,
12 North Nordic Drive, Petersburg, AK 99833 or Wrangell Ranger District, 525 Bennett Street,
Wrangell, AK, 99929 during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays.

Public meetings and subsistence hearings will be held in the communities of Kake, Petersburg
and Wrangell, Alaska during the 45-day comment period.

Once dates and locations are finalized, we will advertise on the project webpage ‘
(https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/tongass/tlandmanagement/projects/?cid=fseprd 568085), in local
newspapers and through public service announcements on local radio stations. Specific written
comments on the Central Tongass Project will be accepted at these meetings.

Please read through the DEIS and its appendices and provide us your comments. We are
committed to an open, transparent and inclusive process as we conduct the analysis for this
project. Your input is valued and important to a successful outcome.

Sincerely,

/’gY D. HEITHECKER

Acting Forest Supervisor, Tongass NF
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