
tal foot traffic.
CoStar Group, a real es-

tate research firm, exam-
ined retail leasing at luxu-
ry corridors in seven cit-
ies: Miami’s Lincoln Road,
Beverly Hills’ Golden Tri-
angle, Chicago’s Magnifi-
cent Mile, Washington
D.C.’s Georgetown dis-
trict, Boston’s Newbury
Street, Manhattan’s Fifth
Avenue and San Francis-
co’s Union Square. It
found that the vacancy
rate shot up to 7% last year
from 3% in 2017 — greater
than the 4% those areas
saw during the Great Re-
cession.

Last year, the net num-
ber of retail square footage
lost in these corridors
topped 353,000 — surpass-
ing the 214,000 loss of
square feet seen in 2009.
The loss was exaggerated
by Macy’s closing its big
store in San Francisco’s
Union Square, but CoStar
found that excluding that
store, every high-end
shopping corridor it
tracked saw a weakening
trend.

As a result, rents on
Madison Avenue and Fifth
Avenue have taken a hit as
demand for these loca-
tions have fallen. Average
annual asking rents for
ground-floor locations for
the Fifth Avenue strip be-
tween 49th and 60th Street
was $2,779 per square feet
in the first quarter of 2019,
down 11% from its peak of
the first quarter of 2017,
says commercial real es-
tate broker Cushman &
Wakefield.

But many analysts be-
lieve they haven’t fallen far
enough. In fact, commer-
cial rents in 45 of the 60
cities, including New
York, Los Angeles and Mi-
ami, are higher than in
2009 when the economy
was in a recession, accord-
ing to data from CBRE, a
commercial real estate
service firm.

In the case of Barneys
New York’s Madison Ave-

which opened its 10-story
Madison Avenue store in
1993 and became a cultural
icon in luxury shopping
but now risks closure.

High rent and a dramatic
shift toward online shop-
ping are pressuring it to
evaluate restructuring op-
tions, including possible
bankruptcy, according to a
source close to the matter
who asked to remain anon-
ymous because the discus-
sions are confidential.

Joseph Aquino, who
runs his namesake real es-
tate services firm, says
the days of the shop-til-
you drop mentality on
Madison Avenue, popular-
ized by a hit HBO series of
the 1990s, “Sex in the
City,” are over.

“She was 45 and now she
is 65. ... She isn’t shopping
like she was 45,” Aquino
said. “We are in the phase
where a lot of younger
shoppers don’t want to go
the high street. They sit
around and buy online,
and that’s what we are
fighting against.”

The concept of a flag-
ship store is more than a
century old and used to be
limited to retailers’ biggest
store — one in their first or
most prominent location.
But in the last 20 years, a
flagship store frenzy took
hold and retailers from
Gap to H&M looked at
them as a must-have
shrine to their brands,
opening multiple flagships
in multiple locations. Not
only that, but they were
willing to pay exorbitant
sums of money to show-
case their merchandise in
luxury corridors.

Rent has swelled so
much, however, that many
retailers can no longer jus-
tify the high price — espe-
cially as more shoppers
shift their spending online
and physical stores lose vi-
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latest tariffs, with Chinese
counter-retaliation, is going
to take a heavy toll on U.S.
consumers, workers, farm-
ers and businesses.”

Trump’s trade war and its
consequences were a key
factor in the Federal Re-
serve’s high-profile deci-
sion Wednesday to cut in-
terest rates in an otherwise
healthy U.S. economy. Dur-
ing a news conference, Fed
Chairman Jerome Powell
pointed repeatedly to the
uncertainty caused by
Trump’s pursuit of trade
wars on multiple fronts as a
reason for the rate cut.

The president’s decision
to impose a 10% tax on an
additional $300 billion of
Chinese imports might have
been predicated, in fact, on
his confidence that Powell’s
Fed stands ready to cut in-
terest rates again. The bond
market signaled its belief in
that theory Thursday, with
Treasury yields dropping
sharply after Trump’s an-
nouncement.

And according to the
CME Group, market traders
now foresee a roughly 70%
likelihood of another rate
cut when the Fed meets
again in September. Before
Trump’s announcement,
the likelihood was pegged
at under 50%.

Sarah Bloom Raskin, a

former Fed board member,
has warned that Fed interest
rate cuts could embolden
Trump to escalate trade
battles for that very reason.

In the meantime, the ad-
ditional Trump tariffs risk
further souring the relation-
ship between the world’s
two largest economies.

“The stage is now set for a
further escalation of trade
tension between China and
the U.S.,” said Eswar Pras-
ad, a Cornell University
economist and former head
of the China division at the
International Monetary
Fund. “It has become clear
that there is no clear path to
a resolution of the trade dis-
pute in the coming months,
and China might choose to
live with a trade war while
waiting out the Trump
presidency.”

Trump has insisted that
the tariff war is hurting Chi-
na but not the U.S. The
president tweeted two days
ago: “Trumps got China
back on its heels, and the
United States is doing
great.”

But his administration is
providing $16 billion in aid
to American farmers — on
top of $11 billion last year —
to offset sales lost after Chi-
na imposed retaliatory tar-
iffs on soybeans and other
U.S. farm products.

sive Trade Deal, and feel
that the future between our
two countries will be a very
bright one!”

The president accused
Beijing of failing to follow
through on stopping the
sale of fentanyl to the U.S.
or on purchasing large
quantities of farm goods
such as soybeans. Speaking
to reporters Thursday at
the White House, Trump
complained that Xi is “not
moving fast enough.”

Trump said he scheduled
the additional tariffs to be-
gin Sept. 1 to give exports al-
ready en route from China
time to get to the U.S. — a
journey that can take three
to four weeks. By setting the
import taxes at 10%, the
president has leeway to
ratchet them higher if nec-
essary to further increase
pressure on Beijing.

“Until such time as
there’s a deal,” Trump said,
“we’ll be taxing them.”

The world’s two biggest
economies are locked in a
trade war over U.S. allega-
tions that Beijing uses pred-
atory tactics — including
stealing trade secrets and
forcing foreign companies
to hand over technology —
in a drive to overtake Amer-
ican technological domi-
nance.

Negotiations broke down
in May after the U.S. ac-
cused China of reneging on
earlier commitments.

“The fact that this tweet
comes after only one meet-
ing with the Chinese dele-
gation following the re-
sumption of talks is ex-
tremely concerning,” said
Rick Helfenbein, president
of the American Apparel &
Footwear Association.

Wendy Cutler, a former
U.S. trade negotiator who is
now vice president at the
Asia Society Policy Institute,
said: “These talks are not
getting any easier. I don’t ex-
pect the Chinese to sit by. ...
The combination of these
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Qatar soon and that if the
group does its part, an
agreement will be finalized.

Additional cuts to U.S.
forces would be negotiated
as part of discussions in-
volving the Taliban and the
Afghan government, U.S.
officials said.

Army Gen. Austin “Scott”
Miller, the top U.S. com-
mander in Afghanistan, is
open to the proposal, two
defense officials said, be-
cause he believes it would
protect U.S. interests by
maintaining a counter-
terrorism force that can
strike the Islamic State and
al-Qaeda. Miller, who took
command in Kabul in Sep-
tember, previously said po-
litical negotiations are ab-
solutely a key to ending the
war.

“Neither side will win it
militarily. And if neither
side will win it militarily
you have to move ... toward
a political settlement here,”
he said in an interview with
ABC News in February.

A spokesman for Miller,
Army Col. Sonny Leggett,
declined to comment.

U.S. officials acknowl-
edged there are legitimate
concerns that the Taliban
might not break with al-Qae-
da, as Washington has de-
manded, or stand up to the
Islamic State. Still, officials
may be content with a par-
tial troop withdrawal that
opens the door to additional
negotiations and keeps the
counterterrorism mission
alive as the status quo be-
comes politically untenable.

The Taliban has refused
to talk with the Afghan gov-
ernment, which it calls a
puppet regime, until it
reaches a deal with the
United States on its troops.

A Pentagon spokesman,
Cmdr. Sean Robertson, said
the Defense Department
has not been ordered to
withdraw forces from Af-
ghanistan — a point that
other officials describing
the potential deal also
stressed. Robertson de-
clined to discuss what a
partial troop withdrawal
could include, saying the
department does not com-
ment on military planning.

“Our strategy in Afghani-
stan is conditions-based,”
Robertson said. “Our
troops will remain in Af-
ghanistan at appropriate
levels so long as their pres-
ence is required to safe-
guard U.S. interests.”

Afghan government offi-
cials, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity be-
cause of the sensitivity of
the discussions, said they
expected that an initial U.S.
deal with the Taliban would
include some U.S. troop re-
ductions but did not know
what numbers or timetable
might be proposed.

The officials said they
were pleased to hear that a
U.S. proposal would re-
quire the Taliban to meet
with them. But some ex-
pressed concerns that a
partial pullout would em-
bolden the Taliban.

“The Americans call this
a peace negotiation, but the
Taliban definitely perceive
it as a withdrawal negotia-
tion,” one Afghan official
said.

A State Department offi-
cial rejected that view, say-
ing the United States is pur-
suing “peace” not “with-
drawal.”

In recent weeks, U.S. visi-
tors to Afghanistan have in-
cluded Marine Gen. Joseph
Dunford Jr., the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff;
Marine Gen. Kenneth McK-
enzie, the chief of U.S. Cen-
tral Command; and Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo.

The task of explaining the
negotiations in Afghanistan
to the American public has
fallen to Pompeo. On Mon-
day, when asked whether he
expected a reduction in U.S.
forces before the 2020 elec-
tion, he said, “That’s my di-
rective.” The following day,
he clarified his remarks,
saying that “there is no
deadline” for the mission.

The president wants to
draw down forces “as quick-
ly as we can get there, con-
sistent with his other mis-
sion set, which is to ensure
that we have an adequate
risk reduction plan for mak-
ing sure that there is not ter-
ror that’s conducted from
Afghanistan,” Pompeo said.

nue store, the landlord
there reportedly raised its
rent to $30 million from
$16 million earlier this
year. A Barneys spokes-
woman declined to com-
ment.

Still, flagship stores
aren’t dead.

Many retailers such as
Nike and Levi are embrac-
ing new versions that
beckon shoppers with less
merchandise and more
high-tech experiences.

“I don’t think you have
a need for these massive
stores,” said Stacey Widlitz,
president of SW Retail
Advisors. “Shoppers are
shopping completely dif-
ferently. You don’t need a
full assortment. They have
to become an experience,
letting customers get to
know who you are versus
selling stuff.”

A growing number of re-
tailers are also thinking
smaller. Hollister, for in-
stance, is embracing
shrunken stores that offer
online services and serve
both local and tourist cus-
tomers.

“Our customers contin-
ue to want smaller, more
intimate stores where they
can interact with associ-
ates and our smaller proto-
types have proven higher
productivity,” Abercrom-
bie said in an emailed
statement.

Tommy Hilfiger, which
also closed its other U.S.
flagships on the swank
Collins Avenue in Miami,
will be testing smaller
shops with online interac-
tion in the U.S. that could
be more like pop-ups.

Caroline Nash, 18, of
Washington, D.C., says she
finds massive stores too
overwhelming, especially
when she can get the mer-
chandise online.

“I associate big stores
with long fitting lines and
big crowds,” Nash said.
“Unless it is something
that offers a different ex-
perience, I’m not interest-
ed.”

could cut the number of
American troops in the
country from about 14,000
to about 8,500, the officials
said. That number would be
nearly the same as when
Donald Trump took office.

The plan has taken shape
after months of negotia-
tions between the Taliban
and Zalmay Khalilzad, an
Afghan-born American dip-
lomat who was appointed
by the Trump administra-
tion last year to jump-start
talks. Officials said an
agreement could be final-
ized before the Afghan
presidential election in
September, although they
cautioned that Taliban
leaders could delay and that
significant challenges re-
main.

The proposal is likely to
be viewed skeptically by
some U.S. and Afghan offi-
cials who question the Tali-
ban’s honesty and wonder
how the United States can
verify whether Taliban
leaders are following
through. But if approved, it
would be one of the most
significant steps toward
ending the war, a goal that
increasingly has bipartisan
support.

“I would say that they are
80 or 90 percent of the way
there,” said one official who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity. “But there is
still a long way to go on that
last 10 or 20 percent.”

A Taliban spokesman,
Zabiullah Mujahid, de-
clined to comment about
the likelihood of an initial
agreement. In a brief tele-
phone interview Thursday,
he said he did not know
when talks would resume.

“We are hopeful,” he said.
“Things look promising
that there will be a break-
through. We hope there
won’t be any obstacle, but it
also depends on the seri-
ousness of the Americans.”

Khalilzad said in a tweet
Wednesday that he plans to
resume his next round of
talks with the Taliban in
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Get
Involved
Every day, the govern-
ment makes decisions
that can affect your
life. Whether they are
decisions on zoning,

taxes, new businesses or
a myriad of other issues,
governments play a big

role in your life.
Local newspapers
remain the most

trusted source of public
notice information. This
newspaper publishes the
information you need
to stay involved in your

community.

Public notices are a
community’s window
into the govern-
ment. From zoning
regulation to local
budgets, governments
have used local
newspapers to inform
citizens of its actions
as your right to know.
You know where to
look, when to look
and what to look for
to be involved as a
citizen. Local news-
papers provide you
with the information
you need to get to
stay informed.
Notices are meant
to be noticed. Read
your Legal Notices
and get involved!

TRUST US

LEGAL NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO OBJECT
USDA FOREST SERVICE

Idaho (Boise, Caribou-Targhee, Salmon-Challis, and Sawtooth National Forests and Cur-
lew National Grassland); Nevada (Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest); Utah (Ashley, Dix-

ie, Fishlake, Manti-La Sal, and Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forests); Wyoming
(Bridger-Teton National Forest); and Wyoming/Colorado (Medicine Bow-Routt National

Forest and Thunder Basin National Grassland)
Amendments to Land Management Plans for Greater Sage-grouse Conservation

Final Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement
The USDA Forest Service has prepared the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for the Greater Sage-Grouse Proposed Land Management Plan Amendments (LMPA)
and five Draft Records of Decision (RODs) for the National Forests in Idaho, Nevada,
Utah, Wyoming, and Wyoming/Colorado. The Final EIS identifies and addresses poten-
tial impacts upon the environment of 19 National Forest System planning units on 5.4
million acres of potential greater sage-grouse habitats. This notice is to inform the pub-
lic that a 60-day period is being initiated where individuals or entities with specific con-
cerns on the Greater Sage-Grouse Forest Plan Amendments may file an objection for a
Forest Service review prior to the approval of the five Draft RODs.
The Greater Sage-Grouse Draft RODs, Final EIS, and other supporting information are
available for review at https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r4/home/?cid=stelprd3843381.
The publication date of this legal notice initiates the 60-day objection period and is the
exclusive means for calculating the time to file an objection (36 CFR 219.52 (c)(5) and
219.56(b)).
Objections must be submitted by one of the following methods:
1. Electronically to the Objection Reviewing Officer- Chris French, via the Com-

ment and Analysis Response Application (CARA) objection web form:
https://cara.ecosystemmanagement.org/Public/CommentInput?
project=52904.
Electronic submissions must be submitted in a format (.doc, .docx, .rtf, .pdf,
or .txt) that is readable and searchable with optical character recognition
software.

2. By facsimileand addressed to “Objection Reviewing Officer- Chris French.”
The fax coversheet should specify the number of pages being submitted. The
fax number is 801-625-5277.

3. Hardcopy objections also may be submitted by regular mail, carrier, or hand
deliveries to the following address: USDA Forest Service, Attn: Objection
Reviewing Officer- Chris French, 210 14th Street, SW, EMC-PEEARS, Mailstop
1104, Washington, DC 20250. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00am
to 5:00pm, excluding Federal holidays. Carrier deliveries may call
202-791-8488 during regular business days and hours, above, to coordinate
delivery of objections.

Regardless of submission method, all objections should have a subject line stating “Ob-
jection regarding the Greater Sage-grouse Draft ROD and LMPA for NFS Land in [insert
state].”
An objection must include the following (36 CFR 219.54(c)):
1. The objector’s name and address along with a telephone number or email

address if available - in cases where no identifiable name is attached to an
objection, the Forest Service will attempt to verify the identity of the objector
to confirm objection eligibility;

2. Signature or other verification of authorship upon request (a scanned
signature for electronic mail may be filed with the objection);

3. Identification of the lead objector, when multiple names are listed on an
objection. The Forest Service will communicate to all parties to an objection
through the lead objector. Verification of the identity of the lead objector
must also be provided if requested;

4. The name and State of the forest plan amendment being objected to, and the
name and title of the Responsible Official;

5. A statement of the issues and/or parts of the forest plan amendment to which
the objection applies;

6. A concise statement explaining the objection and suggesting how the
proposed plan decision may be improved. If the objector believes that the
forest plan amendment is inconsistent with law, regulation, or policy, an
explanation should be included;

7. A statement that demonstrates the link between the objector’s prior
substantive formal comments and the content of the objection, unless the
objection concerns an issue that arose after the opportunities for formal
comment; and

8. All documents referenced in the objection (a bibliography is not sufficient),
except that the following need not be provided:
a. All or any part of a Federal law or regulation,
b. Forest Service Directive System documents and land management

plans or other published Forest Service documents,
c. Documents referenced by the Forest Service in the planning

documentation related to the proposal subject to objection, and
d. Formal comments previously provided to the Forest Service by the

objector during the plan amendment comment period.

The responsible officials for the Greater Sage-Grouse Plan Amendments are Nora Rasure,
Regional Forester, Intermountain Region and Brian Ferebee, Regional Forester, Rocky
Mountain Region.

For further information, contact John Shivik at 801-625-5667 or email at john.shivik@usda.
gov. Individuals who use telecommunication devices for the deaf (TDD) may call the
Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p
.m., Eastern Time, Monday through Friday.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Metro West Housing Solutions will conduct a public hearing for its
2020 PHA Five-Year and Annual Plan and any revisions to the
2019 Annual Plan on September 23, 2019 at 575 Union Blvd., Suite
100, Lakewood, CO at 5:00 pm.

Copies of the above plans are available for review at the Metro
West Housing Solutions Office at 575 Union Blvd., Suite 100, Lake-
wood CO. The comment period begins August 5th, 2019 and ends
September 18, 2019. Any person interested may submit com-
ments regarding the plan and/or appear at the hearing. Metro
West Housing Solutions will provide appropriate auxiliary aids as
required for effective communication of any printed materials or
activities. Please call Sabrina Pierre-Louis, Deputy Executive Di-
rector, at (303) 987-7580 Voice, 303-987-7599 TDD for additional
information. Equal Housing Opportunity.

The Petition
requests that the
name of Sydney
Varner Roberts be

changed to
Sydnejane Varner
Roberts, case
#19CO1455

The Petition
requests that the
name of Wendy
Lee Roberts be

changed to Wendy
Lee Wyckoff,

case# 19C1529.
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