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The Santa Fe National Forest (NF) is releasing its Draft Land Management Plan and Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS) for a 90-day comment period. These documents are available on the Plan Revision website 

(www.fs.usda.gov/goto/santafeforestplan) and at Santa Fe NF offices and local libraries (see website for full list). 

Comments you provide during the 90-day comment period will be considered during the development of the 

final proposed plan and environmental impact statement. All comments will be read and their content 

considered.  

How to Effectively Comment: 

 Take the time to organize your thoughts and write your comment so it is legible and can be understood by 

someone else. Think about whether your intent or concern can be easily identified within your comment. 

 Identify the specific aspects of the plan or DEIS you are commenting on. That may include plan components 

(desired conditions, objectives, standards, or guidelines), management areas, analysis rationale, specific 

forest locations your comment applies to, or other aspects of the documents. 

 Comments should be relevant to content and concepts within the draft Plan and DEIS. The most useful 

comments include your reasoning (the “why”) and help us understand your point of view. By providing 

your reasoning, which may range from personal use or information to citations from scientific literature, 

you are helping us understand your position and how you got there. Comments that simply state 

agreement or opposition without the “why” are not useful. 

 A comment is not a “vote.” Duplicate comments, including form letters, do not carry more weight than 

individual comments. The substantive content of each comment will have a bigger impact than the quantity 

of similar or identical comments. Duplicate comments that repeat the same message, in support or 

opposition, will typically be responded to collectively.  

 In order to have standing to object in the plan revision process, you must include your name and contact 

information as part of your comment. 

Things to consider as you develop your comments: 

 Changes to the wording of a specific plan component, suggestions for new or deleted plan components, 

changing the type of plan component (for example, moving a standard to a guideline). Remember to 

include why!   

 Changes to location, inclusion, or boundaries of a management area and why. Think about whether specific 

plan components should apply forest-wide or only to designated or management areas, and why. 

 Which desired conditions will be the most important to monitor to determine if the plan is successful? 

What monitoring measures do you recommend? Do you have any specific sources of monitoring that can 

be used to monitor plan success? 

 Comments on the environmental analysis in the DEIS, including the need for more clarity on effects or 

recommendation of additional sources. 

 What impact will the draft Forest Plan (or any of the alternatives in the DEIS) have on your values?  

 Does the draft Plan allow the Santa Fe NF to do the right work on the ground?  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/santafeforestplan


 

* The Comment Analysis and Response Application (CARA) is a web-based tool used to track, analyze, and respond to public 

comments on NEPA projects. CARA also includes a public reading room which allows any member of the public to read any 

or all of the comments received on a particular project. The Santa Fe NF plan revision interdisciplinary teams will use 

CARA to assign resource- or process-specific codes to each comment. This allows the comments to be easily sorted and 

summarized and issues identified. 
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Examples of Effective Comments 

“In the fire and fuels section (page 66 of the draft plan), guideline 1 says “Naturally occurring fires should be 

allowed to perform their natural ecological role to meet multiple resource objectives and facilitate progress 

toward desired conditions.” This should be a standard instead of a guideline because fire is a natural disturbance 

that has been missing from the landscape; every opportunity to use it without unnecessary risk should be taken.”  

“Map Section P85B: This area including Thompson Peak, Glorieta Baldy, Apache Canyon, Grasshopper Canyon 

and Shaggy Peak contains many old forest service trails that are currently used by mountain bikers. Including this 

area as recommended wilderness would eliminate any mountain bike use and shift mountain bike usage to other 

areas that already have user conflict due to the high density of traffic.”  

Ways to Comment  

 Use the online commenting tool, CARA*: Go to our website at www.fs.usda.gov/goto/santafeforestplan. 

When the comment period begins, a link to CARA will be available on the website. Click on the link and 

enter your comment by uploading a comment form or creating a comment form in CARA by either 

selecting 'Enter New Letter' or 'Upload Letters' on the project home page.  

 Send us an email:  Send comments to santafeforestplan@usda.gov.  

 Mail a letter to:   

James Melonas, Responsible Official  

Attention: Forest Plan Revision Team 

Santa Fe National Forest  

11 Forest Lane  

Santa Fe, NM 87508  

 Hand-deliver comments to: 11 Forest Lane in Santa Fe between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 

Monday – Friday. Comments may also be delivered at the front desk of District Offices from 8am-4pm. 

 Write comments at one of the public meetings (see website for schedule): Santa Fe NF staff will be on 

site to answer questions and assist with commenting.  

Comments must submitted according to one of the methods above and be postmarked by the last date of the 

comment period, which will be determined by the date the Notice of Availability is published in the Federal 

Register. Only those who have submitted substantive comments related to the Santa Fe NF plan revision during 

at least one of the public comment periods will be eligible to file an objection under the 2012 rule objections 

process. Please note that all comments, names, and addresses become part of the public record and are subject 

to Freedom of Information Act requests and public inspection. You may submit comments anonymously, but in 

that case you will not have standing to object the final decision.  

Thank you for being involved in our process and for taking the time to read these documents and submit 

comments! 
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