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Hall and Ingall also were the first to photograph the Pine Hills of
Union County ca. 1908.

Waste

lands in Illinois increased 248,000 acres annually
between 1920 and 1928, according to the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce. In twenty-one counties of the state the idle lands in
1927 were $425,000,000 in paper value, the taxes thereon
uncollected. The waste lands could be used, says, S.A. Forbes, for
forests, and Illinois timber products, now $13,000,000 could be
increased to $22,000,000 or more.

Timber Utilization
According to Hall and
Ingall, aside from
lumber, Illinois wood
was used for cross ties
(red oak, beech and soft
woods), mine timbers,
slack cooperage (red
gum and elm), hoop
poles (hickory), box
material (gum maple,
tulip poplar and
cottonwoods), charcoal
(softwoods) and fence
posts (catalpa, walnut,
cherry, mulberry,
juniper, and white, post,
burr and black oak).

With hard times for the farmers and the marginal lands drifting
out of cultivation, the idle lands of Illinois have increased greatly.
The state, like many others, is no longer sweeping toward
settlement and cultivation. …Illinois, in great part, at least, is
more and more desettled and decultivated every year.

Two million acres of these waste lands area available for forests,
says Dr. Forbes, and 5,000,000 acres altogether – or more—may
be used for productive lumbering…Today the state’s timber is
gone: for fuel and posts to the farms, $7,366,000; for mine
timbers, $1,806,000; for ties and piling, $1,031,000; for lumber and
logs, $2,757,000; and for black walnut lumber, $500,000 – of
which Illinoi has about 10 per cent of the county’s reserve.
Chicago Tribune June 5, 1930
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Following the Hall and Ingall inventory the University of
Chicago, Northwestern University, the University of Illinois, and
the Eastern Illinois State Normal School all worked together to
inventory of the state’s timber resources.

Cutting and hauling
wood for basket
staves, ca. 1925 and
hand-hewing railroad
ties, photographed
by the University of
Chicago botany field
school.

In

fact, the U.S. Forest Service had been interested in forest
conditions in Illinois since at least 1908 when Forest Assistant
and 1908 graduate of the Yale School of Forestry Clifford Hall
and Forest Agent, O. D. Ingall began a commercial inventory of
Forest Conditions in Illinois in 1910 and it was published the
following year. “In 1909 115,000,000 board feet which
represents sawed lumber and excludes such forest products as
hewed ties, posts, fuel and timber for general use on the farm.
Evidently the woodlands of Illinois are of importance as a source
of income at least in some parts of the state.”
University of Chicago Botany Field School in southern Illinois,
under Henry Chandler Cowles, ca. 1924.

Hunting Branch ca. 1925

A Call for Reforestation!

By the end of the year CCC Camps Herod, Kedron, Eddyville
and Hicks had been constructed and were occupied. With the
establishment of two additional by the summer of 1934
improvements to southern Illinois included 68 miles of
resurfaced road by the Civilian Works Administration (CWA)
and 60 miles by the CCC, construction of 7.6 miles of
telephone experimental planting of 62 acres of pine trees and
construction of three bridges.

During 1933 there was some urgency in acquiring land

IL Ozarks Reforestation Unit, ca. 1933

A Preliminary Report on Illini…and Shawnee National
Forest Purchase Units prepared by Forest Service
employee William Barker. The report detailed three definite
purposes: (1) prevention of erosion, (2) timber production, and
(3) demonstration areas. Barker’s report was forwarded to the
Chief of the Forest Service under the Hoover administration on
March 1931 but was refused because of a lack of available
funds.

At that same time the Harrisburg Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs
together formed the Illinois Ozarks Reforestation Unit and on
June 18th of that same year Illinois passed the enabling
legislation allowing the federal government to acquire lands
within the state for forestry purposes. Shortly after President
Roosevelt’s assumed the office of the Presidency, and as part
of the New Deal, the purchase of lands in southern Illinois was
approved on August 30th, 1933!
After that things began to
happen very quickly. Nine
sites for Civilian Conservation
Camps were selected in
September and on October 1,
1933 John O. Wernham
arrived in southern Illinois to
begin the acquisition of lands.
The Regional Forester in
Milwaukee ordered the
delivery of five lookout towers
and eleven pick-up trucks. A
week later, Forest

Supervisor, Donald R.
Ball arrived and moved
into his new office in the
Supervisor Donald R. Ball arrived
floor of the First
and moved into his new office third
in
the third floor of the First TrustTrust and Savings Bank
and Savings Bank in Harrisburg,
in Harrisburg, IL. He
IL. He was soon joined by 27
was soon joined by 27
additional staff to help with the
additional staff to help
land acquisition process. That first
with the land acquisition
fall, there was a 20 man cruising
party inventorying the forest’s process. That first fall,
resources to determine the volume,
there was a 20 man
quality and value of the timber.
cruising party
inventorying the forest’s
resources to determine

because there was only $20 million to share between four
states: the Shawnee and Illini Purchase Units were in a race
with other national forests in Mississippi, Missouri and Texas.
During 1933-34 a total of 40,888 acres in 263 tracts was
estimated at $4.59/acres. During 1934-35 79, 557 acres at an
average of $6.09/acre was purchased. By the end of 1939
183,446 acres was acquired.

Rangers

First Foresters

planting school
planting shortleaf pine near
Camp
Eddyville on
the Shawnee
NF, led by
John Wernham.

The first timber plantation were planted during the spring of
1934 by CCC crews from four camps. 57 acres were planted
with the only nursery stock available: jack pine, white spruce,
ponderosa pine, Norway spruce, Douglas fir and red pine.
Although planting continued through the 1930s, the peak year
of planting was in 1941 when 600 WPA laborers, 100 CCC
enrollees and 100 hired men planed 8,000 acres. By the next
spring, the United States was at war and planting was nearly
halted until 1945.

Since 1939, the Shawnee NF has grown to include 283,000
acres and has had its boundaries extended three times, to
include Lake Kinkaid, Lake of Egypt and parts of the
Mississippi River floodplain following the Great Flood of
1993. We maintain a trail system that includes 450.5 miles of
designated trails, seven campgrounds and six other
recreation/picnic areas, and 82 Natural Areas, of which 10 are
Research Natural Areas, and nine sites listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Shawnee National Forest 1938

