Hunting

In Prescribed Fire CountrY

Kaibab National Forest

Kaibab National Forest | (928) 635-8200 | www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab | Facebook & Twitter - @KaibabNF

Expect To See Smoke and Fire
Please be aware that prescribed fires
and natural lightning-caused wildfires
are likely to occur across the region
during the fall hunting season. Weather
and environmental conditions are often
ideal at this time of year for managing
fire for various resource and habitat
benefits. One of our most important objectives is to minimize impacts to forest
users while maintaining beneficial fire
in the forest. We understand that firefighter activity, fire spread and smoke can have a
significant impact on your hunt, and we strive to minimize any inconvenience. Over the
last 25 years, much of the Kaibab National Forest has burned in low and moderate intensity fires, helping make this the great place to hunt that it is today. Maintaining this exceptional environment requires consistent treatments across our landscape every year.

Prescribed Fires Keep Wildlife Habitat Healthy
Dear Hunter:

Congratulations on being drawn for
a big game hunt in northern Arizona!
The Kaibab National Forest is partnering with the Arizona Game and
Fish Department to welcome you and
provide you with important information
about the area in which you will be
hunting.
Because of our forest and habitat
restoration work over many years, the
Kaibab National Forest is a sought-after hunting location. We hope that the
information provided in this newsletter
helps to ensure you have the resources
necessary to make the most of your
time with us.
Once again, welcome to the Kaibab National Forest, and good luck with
your upcoming hunt! We consider our
hunters to be partners in the conservation effort and appreciate all that you
do to achieve our mutual goal of land
and habitat stewardship.

Sincerely,
Heather Provencio,
Forest Supervisor

Wildland fire managers use prescribed
fires as a way to protect habitat. This may
seem counterintuitive, but prescribed fires
serve several important functions.

Game Retrieval: On the Kaibab National

Forest, the limited use of a motor vehicle off
of the designated road system to retrieve a
legally-taken elk or bison is allowed. Hunters
may use one vehicle to drive up to one mile
from a designated open road and must use the
most direct and least ground-disturbing route.
Other off-road travel is typically not permitted,
except for very specific circumstances such as
motorized dispersed camping. Please ensure
you have reviewed the travel management regulations and have a Motor Vehicle Use Map for the
area in which you will be hunting. All maps are
available at Kaibab National Forest offices and
for free download at http://bit.ly/KNFmaps.

Reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfires by decreasing fuel accumulations
is critically important to restoring and
maintaining healthy wildlife habitat. Fire
managers initiate prescribed burns in
these fire-dependent ecosystems, which
have historically developed adaptations
to regular and natural intervals of fire
across the landscape. The residual burnt
materials recycle nutrients into the soil,
stimulating new growth and providing
excellent forage and cover for animals,
which ultimately increases the health and
diversity of wildlife species.

Livestock

As with other National Forest System
lands, the Kaibab National Forest is
managed for multiple uses. You are
likely to encounter livestock during
your hunt, as many ranchers have permits to use the forest’s rangelands for
grazing. Ranching is their livelihood,
and we ask that you be respectful of
the animals you encounter, close gates
when you pass through them, and refrain from cutting any fencing.
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