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Species of Conservation Concern Identification Process

As part of the process for revising forest plans, we compile a proposed list of Species of Conservation
Concern. The Species of Conservation Concern list is required by the 2012 Planning Rule, and identifies
species at risk of being lost from a forest.

We evaluate species for proposed Species of Conservation Concern listing by following a process
outlined in a national directive (FSH 1909.12 § 12.52c-d). As species are considered, Forest Service
specialists do research using databases, scientific studies, local information, and expert knowledge.

In addition to research conducted by Forest Service specialists, the national directive requires use of threat
status rankings, determined in large part through NatureServe, a non-profit organization that provides
proprietary wildlife conservation-related data, tools, and services. The conservation status rank of a
species is represented by a letter and a number. The letter represents one of two distinct geographic scales:
global (G) and state (S). The status rank number is on a scale of one to five, where a ranking of one
indicates a species at the highest level of risk and a ranking of five indicates the lowest level of risk (Table
1). The status rank number is preceded by the letter reflecting the appropriate geographic scale of the
assessment. For example, a status rank of G5 represents a species that has an extensive range of
distribution and has a low risk of extinction.

Infraspecific taxa refer to subspecies, varieties, and other designations below the level of species. The
status rank of infraspecific taxa (subspecies or varieties) is indicated by a supplementary T-rank,
following the species’ global rank. Rules for assigning T-ranks follow the same principles outlined above.
For example, the rank of a critically imperiled subspecies of an otherwise widespread and common
species would be G5T1.

A description of the process used in evaluating species is provided below and, since it is not a completely
linear process, is also displayed in a flowchart (Figure 1). The flowchart visually captures the main steps

in the Species of Conservation Concern determination process and demonstrates that the questions asked

are at times taxa specific.

Steps in the Species of Conservation Concern ldentification Process:

Mandatory criteria that must be met in order for a species to be considered a Species of
Conservation Concern:

e The species is native to, and known to occur in, the area covered by the forest plan.


http://www.natureserve.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_conservation

The best available scientific information about the species indicates substantial concern about the
species’ capability to persist over the long term in the forest planarea.

Species that must be considered:

Species with a NatureServe G/T1 or G/T2 status rank (Table 1).

Species that were removed within the past 5 years from the Federal list of threatened orendangered
species, and other delisted species that regulatory agencies (e.g. US Fish & Wildlife Service) still
monitor.

Species that should be considered:

Species with NatureServe status rank of G/T3 or S1 or S2 (Table 1).
Species listed as threatened or endangered by relevant states or federally recognized Tribes.

Species identified by Federal, State and federally recognized Tribes as a high priority for
conservation.

Species that have been petitioned for Federal listing and for which a positive “90-day finding” has
been made by a regulatory agency (e.g. US Fish & Wildlife Service).

Species for which the best available scientific information indicates there is local conservation
concern about the species' capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area dueto:

¢ Significant threats, caused by stressors on and off the plan area, to populations or the ecological
conditions they depend upon (habitat), including threats from climate change;

¢ Declining trends in populations or habitat in the plan area;

¢ Restricted ranges (with corresponding narrow endemics, disjunct populations, or species at the
edge of their range); and

¢ Low population numbers or restricted ecological conditions (habitat) within the plan area.

Table 1. NatureServe! conservation status ranks and definitions.

Status

Status Rank Definition
Rank

Species is Critically Imperiled: At very high risk of extinction or elimination
1 due to very restricted range, very few populations or occurrences, very steep
declines, very severe threats, or other factors.

Species is Imperiled: At high risk of extinction or elimination due to restricted
2 range, few populations or occurrences, steep declines, severe threats, or
other factors.

Species is Vulnerable: At moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a
3 fairly restricted range, relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and
widespread declines, threats, or other factors.

Species is Apparently Secure: At fairly low risk of extinction or elimination
due to an extensive range and/or many populations or occurrences, but with
possible cause for some concern as a result of local recent declines, threats,
or other factors.

Species is Secure: At very low risk or extinction or elimination due to a very
5 extensive range, abundant populations or occurrences, and little to no
concern from declines or threats.

'NatureServe is a non-profit organization that provides proprietary wildlife conservation-related data, tools, and services to private
and government clients, partner organizations, and the public.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_conservation
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Figure 1. The directive-based process used by the Forest Service for determining species of
conservation concern. (Note: The NatureServe rankings that are included here by lettersand
numbers are explained above).

Proposed Species of Conservation Concern

The proposed list of Species of Conservation Concern for a national forest may include species of
mammals, birds, amphibians, fish, terrestrial invertebrates, aquatic invertebrates and plants. Proposed
species have a high threat rank in NatureServe and there is scientific information to indicate substantial
concern about the species’ capability to persist over the long term in the plan area. Several times
throughout this process we ask the interested public for feedback or comment on the proposed lists.
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