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A Safe Crossing

The Forest replaced a 61-foot bridge on the 6.8-
mile Larch Mountain Trail, which leads to 
Multnomah Falls. Natural events had battered the 
bridge: first a Douglas fir tree fell and damaged 
the steel trusses during a 2012 winter storm 
event, limiting crossing to only one person at a 
time; then the 2017 Eagle Creek fire completely 
burned the decking, closing the trail. The bridge 
replacement cost $162,000, with $56,000 of 
recreation fees that leveraged an additional 
$106,000 in trails funds. The trail reopened in 
November, 2018. 

Thoroughly Modern Comfort
Built in the 1970s, Eagle Creek Campground 
became the Forest Service’s first “modern-era” 
campground, meaning that it actually had flush 
toilets. After about 45 years of use, the Forest had 
to close the restrooms due to a failing septic 
system. In 2018, the Forest built new restrooms 
using $360,000 of recreation fee funds. These 
truly modern bathrooms have better accessibility, 
less ground disturbance and lower operation and 
maintenance costs. Finally the Forest maintained
the site’s historic 
appearance with a 
gabled entrance, 
covered walkways, 
rough-sawn lumber, and 
locally-sourced basalt 
on the buildings pillars 
and lower wall surfaces. 

EZ Around BZ
The Forest partnered with the Student 
Conservation Association to improve a 0.25-mile 
portage trail around BZ Falls on the Lower White 
Salmon National Wild and Scenic River. Over the 
past 10 years, whitewater boating on the river has 
increased causing poor drainage, trail braiding, 
and erosion with so many people leaving the river 
to go around the falls.
The Forest used 
$9,400 in outfitter 
and guide fees and 
leveraged another 
$10,000 in trail 
funds to improve 
visitor safety and 
reduce riparian 
impacts. Before and after trail 

improvements

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.
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Other Accomplishments
Developed Recreation
• Installed nine accessible fire rings and replaced two 

grills at Wyeth Campground.
• Replaced two picnic tables, hardened 100 feet of 

pathways, removed 1/4-acres of invasive 
blackberry, and re-painted parking lot at Eagle 
Creek Day Use Area.

• Graveled restroom access path, repaired fencing, 
and repaired gates at Sam's Walker Trailhead. 

Trail Maintenance and Improvements
• Partnered with the Pacific Crest Trail Association 

and Trailkeepers of Oregon to log out, repair, and 
reopen 53 miles of trail impacted by the Eagle 
Creek Fire. 

• Partnered with Washington Trails Association 
(WTA) to complete trail improvements at Dog 
Mountain and Sam's Walker Picnic Area. 

• Partnered with Pacific Crest Trail Association and 
WTA to host two Trail Skills College events at the 
North Bonneville Trailhead, where volunteers 
completed over 200 hours of work restoring 
turnpike on the Tamanous Trail. 

• Partnered with 
Skamania County's 
Forest Youth Success 
crew to make a one-
mile trail at St. Cloud 
Picnic Area 
accessible.

Forest Youth Success Crew
Education and Interpretation
• Partnered with Friends of 

the Columbia Gorge to 
provide volunteer trailhead 
ambassadors, who share 
information on safe and 
responsible recreation, at 
popular fee sites. 

• Provided educational 
campfire programs.Campfire program at Wyeth 

Campground

Contacts
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area   

Recreation Fee Program Contact
541-308-1703

Email: loreleihaukness@usda.gov
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/crgnsa

Regional Contact
503-808-2411

Email: thomas.ibsen@usda.gov

Regional Map

Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees $207,159 $10,390,804
Special Uses $43,642 $1,024,894
Interagency Passes $8,740 $1,440,951
Total $259,541 $12,856,649

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance $528,962 $6,086,559 
Visitor Services $79,187 $4,389,700 
Law Enforcement $6,480 $170,937 
Habitat Restoration $0 $165,916 
Fee Agreements $0 $0 
Collections/Overhead $14,387 $1,156,329 
Total $629,016 $11,969,441 

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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