
Inside the Forest: Salmon River     
Scenic Byway 
Length: 161.7 miles-Location: From 
the Montana State Line south on US Hwy 93 to 
Challis and then west to Stanley on Idaho 75 

The northern end of the Salmon River Scenic By-
way begins on the Montana border at the Lost Trail 
Pass (elevation 6,995 feet). Lewis and Clark came 
this way in 1805, and the spectacular view from this 
vantage point has changed little since then. The 
route follows the Salmon River through the Salmon-
Challis National Forest and through the historic city 
of Salmon. The river and its forks serve as important 
natural pathways into Idaho’s rugged back country. 
The deer, elk, and moose that often graze along the hills and meadows that line this 
road provide a glimpse of the wild country beyond. Along the way, the town of Challis 
and the Yankee Fork Historic Area are just two points of interest. Other attractions 
include the Sacajawea Interpretive Center, Tower Rock, the mining museum in Clay-
ton, and natural hot springs near Stanley where the byway ends.   

   Come explore!  

 

AT A GLANCE 

The Salmon-Challis National Forest 

covers 4.3 million acres in east-

central Idaho.   

 

August 10, 2020 

The Salmon-Challis National Forest offices have suc-
cessfully navigated providing virtual and as needed, 
curbside customer service.  Our recreation sites are 

open to the public, with one exception, the Yellowjack-
et Guard Station Rental Cabin.  With closures, the 

Salmon-Challis National Forest considers risks to pub-
lic health & desire to visit public lands as we work to 

support Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the State of Idaho orders.  

• Forest Service History: Federal for-
est management dates back to 1876 
when Congress created the office of 
Special Agent in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to assess the 
quality and conditions of forests in 
the United States. In 1881 the De-
partment expanded the office into 
the Division of Forestry. A decade 
later Congress passed the Forest 
Reserve Act of 1891 authorizing the 
President to designate public lands 
in the West into what were then 
called “forest reserves.” Responsi-
bility for these reserves fell under 
the Department of the Interior until 
1905 when President Theodore 
Roosevelt transferred their care to 
the Department of Agriculture’s 
new U.S. Forest Service. Gifford 
Pinchot led this new agency as its 
first Chief, charged with caring for 
the newly renamed national forests.  
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Located entirely within Idaho, the Salmon-Challis NF  

shares lands with Butte, Custer, Lemhi, Idaho, and Valley Counties. 
 

The Panther Creek Fish Passage Improvement Project is a small piece of the multi-phased and multi-faceted watershed plan.  The 
Salmon-Challis National Forest completed the environmental compliance work (National Environmental Policy 
Act or NEPA) in 2017, a Decision Memo was signed in May 2018 authorizing the replacement of six (6) priority 
stream crossings in the Panther Creek watershed.  The crossing on Musgrove Creek on the Panther Creek Road 
was prioritized as the first for implementation.  The crossing was determined to be a complete barrier to juve-
nile movement and a low flow barrier to resident fish.  Musgrove Creek is one of two tributaries in Upper 
Panther Creek that are essential in providing spawning and rearing habitats for Snake River Chinook salmon and 
steelhead.  The project has been made possible by funds received from the US Fish and Wildlife Service with 
additional in-kind support from Shoshone-Bannock Tribes and National Marine Fisheries Service.  The project 
replaced a 9’x 6’ pipe-arch with a 40’ span bridge.  The objective was to restore stream connectivity for all life 
stages of fish as well as construct a new stream channel mimicking habitat conditions found upstream and 
downstream.  

Work has resumed on the Bonanza Stream Restoration Project.  This 
project, which is located near the historic Bonanza town site, seeks 
to restore a portion of the Yankee Fork that was impacted by dredge 
mining to a more natural condition.  The Bonanza project has nu-
merous benefits.  These include restoring fish and wildlife habitat, 
improving watershed health, providing funding and material to help 
improve the Yankee Fork Road, enhancing parking near the Yankee 
Fork Dredge, and implementing measures to help preserve the 
dredge.  Additionally, many of the goods and services needed to 
complete the project have been furnished by local individuals and 
businesses, which has provided substantial economic benefits to the 
area.  This project is one of the largest stream restoration efforts 
implemented in central Idaho.  (Photo: Project Area: UL: June 2018, 
UR August 2018, LL: July 2019, LR: July 2020, Middle: After—Artist 
Rendering) 

Welcome!  New North Zone Fish Biologist – Keats Conley comes from Idaho Department of Fish and Game in Jerome, 
Idaho, where she worked as an environmental staff biologist.  Prior to that she worked with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes as 
a research biologist, with some of her work focusing in the Panther Creek area on the Salmon-Challis.  Much of her work has 
focused on analyzing and developing mitigation recommendations and leading monitoring and research related to ESA fish 
recovery.  She has published findings in a number of professional journals, including North American Journal of Fisheries 
Management, Nature Microbiology, Marine Biology and number of other peer reviewed professional journals.  Keats will be 
working out of the Sharkey Street Bio Building on the Salmon-Cobalt District, but will serve the North Zone of the Forest.  

New North Zone Maintenance Worker – Jordan Schaeffer comes to us from the private industry construction sector.  His 
experience includes installing roofing and siding, installing electrical and plumbing equipment, repairing tools, tile work, 
cement work, finish carpentry, reviewing construction plans and blueprints and providing professional recommendations, 
preparing construction orders, managing subcontractors, leading work crews in the completion of new construction and 
remodels, and more.  Jordan served in both Iraq and Afghanistan with the United States Army (101st Airborne).  He is also a 
certified private helicopter pilot and certified private pilot with instrument-rating and complex endorsement.  Jordan will be 
working out of the Wood Shop Building on the Salmon-Cobalt District, but will serve the North Zone of the Forest.  

The South Big Lost River Restoration Project located east of Mackay and north/northeast of Arco, 
Idaho on the Lost River District in the Lost River Mountain Range, south of the Pass Creek Road 
(#40122), was signed by District Ranger, Allison Jackson in late July. 
“This project will benefit the communities of Arco, Howe, Mackay, and Moore,” said District 
Ranger Allison Jackson, “as it will restore natural processes which will help to improve the overall 
health of the area.” 
The project will use prescribed fire to return timber stands to their historic structure.  Project 
implementation will increase resiliency against insect infestation, disease, and wildfire.  Creating 
a patchy mosaic of burned vegetation, including trees, shrubs, and grasses, would improve big 
game (mule deer, elk, bighorn sheep) and sage-grouse habitat quality.  Restoring these historic 
stand structure characteristics would make them more resilient to disturbances, such as insects, 
disease, and fire.  The district anticipates additional personal use fuelwood collection opportuni-
ties. 

In mid-July, several of our partners joined the Salmon-Challis NF Fuels & Invasive Species programs to evaluate & identi-
fy high priority treatment areas within Wagonhammer & Burns Basin drainages.  
This field trip finalized treatment areas that are partially funded by Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (IDFG) & are planned to occur this fall under the Wagon-
hammer Cheatgrass Fine Fuels/Restoration project.  This project complements the 
Sheep Creek fuels reduction project by controlling cheatgrass at lower elevations 
to reduce fine fuels & restore fire-resilient native plant communities. The project 
area is located on the east side of the Salmon River from Fourth of July Creek 
north through Wagonhammer Creek and Burns Basin, encompassing nine treat-
ment units distributed across ~4,000 acres in these three drainages.  Work will 
begin late this fall on three units in the Wagonhammer Creek drainage.   
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What are your plans for the weekend? 

#ItsAllYours #GoPlayDiscoverBeyond  

Packing into Ruffneck Lookout 

Racetrack Meadow 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/itsallyours?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAqtUGfGAZzFV_4suKB2NnhIt-5AO9jRMUfuWMQg0G7d-ha75Zw-wW1SvLyEH_qQqAVrFiaa3sNJu3qcFxjj0y5En2SG_qaGyuiLaamDSE4fj-C1SyLhHaoo3xeGGCml_Wlt8kr5Y1EgwAGtMShPHp12La4kkbtre0k733I1hHGKl8IWCT
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/goplaydiscoverbeyond?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAqtUGfGAZzFV_4suKB2NnhIt-5AO9jRMUfuWMQg0G7d-ha75Zw-wW1SvLyEH_qQqAVrFiaa3sNJu3qcFxjj0y5En2SG_qaGyuiLaamDSE4fj-C1SyLhHaoo3xeGGCml_Wlt8kr5Y1EgwAGtMShPHp12La4kkbtre0k733I1h

