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Message from the 

President 

By 

F. Carl Pence 
 

MEMORIES 

 

I awakened this morning and realized it was 9/11. That 

date in 2001 is etched in many of our minds, particularly 

those over 60.  I tend to mentally go back to where I was 

at the time. I also realized that Barney would soon be 

sending me a message he is preparing a fall issue of our 

newsletter and needs my contribution, so here it is. 

That morning in 2001, I was leading an inter-agency 

team tasked with developing management guidelines to 

improve riparian habitat conditions throughout the 

Upper Columbia River Basin. We were part of the 

Clinton era basin level environmental planning effort 

called “ICBEMP” (Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem 

Management Plan).   

This interagency 

team consisted of 

a dozen federal 

land 

management and 

regulatory 

agency 

employees 

working in the 

Pacific North-

west. We were 

on a field trip to 

the Deer-lodge 

National Forest 

which was a 

portion of the 

Upper Columbia 

River Basin in 

Montana. Most 

of us had flown 

into Missoula 

and rented vehicles to drive into a remote area of the 

forest to study the effects of livestock use on the upper 

reaches of the Columbia Basin. We planned on camping 

out for several days.  

On our first morning the 9/11 attacks occurred. We 

heard about it on a vehicle radio. We were all shocked. 

Frankly, after that news it was difficult to concentrate on 

our tasks. We also realized that our plane connections to 

return home more than likely evaporated along with the 

Twin Towers.  

That night we abbreviated our field trip and 

concentrated on how to get back to our respective home 

assignments. Some thought it best to drive back to 

Missoula and rely on airplane connections. I decided to 

hold on to my rental car and drive back to Boise.  A 

BLM employee from Vale, Oregon decided to ride with 

me. It was a long 14-hour drive. And, wherever we 

stopped for gas or to eat we saw broadcasts of the 

destruction. However, we arrived home three days 

before the rest of the team did, which decided to rely on 

air transport out of Missoula. 

Now, it is eighteen years later, and the conflict started 

by that act still rages and it probably will continue into 

the future. In reality, it didn’t start with that act, but is 

simply a continuation of conflicts between cultures 

started in Biblical times.   

Interestingly enough, while several millions of dollars 

were spent on “Basin Level Plans” during the last 

decade of my career; I doubt those plans have had any 

effect on today’s managers or environmental conditions.  

Probably no current employee would even recognize the 

acronyms each plan had.  ᶲ 

 

 
  

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
 

OCTOBER MEETING AND PROGRAM-  

 PLACE: GOLDEN CORRAL 

 OCTOBER  16, 12:00 NOON TO 1:30 PM 

 PROGRAM: SARAH WILSON FROM THE LUCKY PEAK 

NURSERY 

 

NOVEMBER PICNIC AND MEETING  

 PLACE: GOLDEN CORRAL 

 NOVEMBER  20, 12:00 NOON TO 1:30 PM 

 PROGRAM: JACOB SCHAAF FROM BLUE CROSS 

 

JANUARY MEETING AND PROGRAM-  

 PLACE: GOLDEN CORRAL 

 JANUARY  15, 12:00 NOON TO 1:30 PM 

 PROGRAM: TBA 
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Club Picnic 

 

The Club Picnic was held June 19 at 12:00 PM (noon) at 

Shelter #1, Municipal Park, 500 South Walnut Street in 

Boise.  Elections of officers was be held and the officers 

were reelected to another term.   Jeff Alexander updated 

the group on Boise National Forest issues, events and 

news.  Some of the following pictures are from the 

event. 

 

 

 
 

 

Officers 2019-2020 Name Phone 

President F. Carl Pence 208-880-3531 

Vice President Woody Williams 208-672-1390 

Secretary-Treasurer Joan Oliver 505-449-8370 

Program Chairman Neil Hitchcock 208-327-0859 

Newsletter Editor Barney Lyons 208-899-0356 

Historian 

 

  

R4 Region Old 

Timers' Board 

Members 

F. Carl Pence 

Frank Elder 

208-880-3531 

208-369-4043 

 

The once ‘living’ Smokey Bear is remembered at the 

National Zoo 

Robert Hudson Westover 

Office of Communication 

June 5th, 2019  

 
In honor of Smokey Bear’s 75th birthday, 

the Smithsonian National Zoo installed an exhibit to 

remember the actual black bear who, for a generation of 

zoo visitors, was the very living embodiment of national 

wildfire prevention. 

The Smokey Bear Zone is open to the public through 

December of this year. Visitors to the exhibit walk along 

a short, paved path that gives them a view of the 

enclosure where Smokey lived. Posters along the 

bilingual interpretive trail show Smokey through the 

decades as he offers friendly tips on the proper way to 

extinguish campfires and advice on how to be a good 

steward of our national forests, grasslands and 

America’s many wilderness areas. Other exhibit 

highlights include a life-size statue of the iconic 

character, as well as photographs of the real Smokey 

Bear.  

 

The exhibit also features the art of American artist Rudy 

Wendelin. Many of Wendelin’s iconic Smokey posters, 

which he created for the USDA Forest Service, helped 

shape the public identity of this beloved character. 

Reproductions of his vintage posters are interspersed 

with informational displays about Smokey’s history. 

How Smokey got to the zoo is a heroic story of survival 

for one lucky bear. 

Smokey Bear stands next to his statue outside the 

new Smokey Bear exhibit at Smithsonian’s 

National Zoo. The Smokey Bear Zone celebrates 

75 years of preventing wildfires. The exhibit 

highlights include an iconic Smokey statue, vintage 

posters and photographs of the real Smokey Bear. 

(USDA Forest Service photo by Tanya Flores.) 
 

https://www.smokeybear.com/en
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/exhibits/smokey-bear
https://www.smokeybear.com/en/smokeys-history/about-the-campaign
https://www.smokeybear.com/en/smokeys-history/about-the-campaign
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.fs.fed.us/
https://www.smokeybear.com/en/smokeys-history/story-of-smokey
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It all began on a spring day in 1950, in the Capitan 

Mountains of New Mexico, when a bear cub was caught 

in the path of a raging wildfire. He took refuge in a tree, 

a climb that saved his life, although he didn’t escape 

injury completely. He was badly burned on the paws 

and hind legs. 

 

Hearing the cub’s cries of pain, firefighters removed 

him from the burned tree. After baby Smokey recovered 

from his burns, the go-ahead was given to send him to 

Washington, D.C., where he found a home at the 

National Zoo. He remained there until he passed away 

in 1976. 

It’s important to remember that the story of Smokey 

Bear began well before the baby cub was discovered in 

New Mexico. In 1944, the image of a black bear was 

selected to speak for the forests, and he was named 

Smokey Bear. 

 

 

Smokejumpers to relive the miracle of Higgins Ridge 

in 1961 
 

Eleven smokejumpers from 1961 who were trapped in a 

forest fire before a daring helicopter rescue saved them 

from a tragic end will relive the Higgins Ridge fire 

during a public event on June 29 at the National 

Museum of Forest Service History in Missoula. 

In all, 20 smokejumpers survived the hellish scramble 

up an Idaho mountainside after the fire exploded around 

them in the afternoon of Aug. 4, 1961. The pilot of a 

tiny Bell helicopter from Johnson Flying Service in 

Missoula carried the men to safety three or four at a 

time, some of the survivors clinging to the skids in 

fierce winds. No lives were lost in the fire. 

“This is an amazing story which has virtually been 

hidden from history,” museum director Lisa Tate said. 

“The museum has 11 of the remaining 13 smokejumpers 

and the helicopter pilot coming to Missoula to document 

and share their experience.” 

The dramatic Higgins Ridge rescue happened against 

the backdrop of the Mann Gulch fire, which only 12 

years earlier had claimed 13 firefighters on a mountain 

north of Helena and remained a painful memory for all 

smokejumpers and Forest Service employees. By 

comparison, the story of another tragedy averted on 

Higgins Ridge faded quickly. 

Now in their 80s, the survivors of the fire will gather for 

a panel discussion at 3 p.m. on Saturday, June 29, at the 

James B. Yule Pavilion, a timber frame structure 

dedicated June 4 at the National Museum of Forest 

Service History campus a mile west of the Missoula 

Airport. The panel discussion is open to the public at no 

charge. 

Donald Gordon, 80, is one of the ex-smokejumpers that 

participated. He returned to Higgins Ridge a day after 

his crew’s rescue, and the destruction he found remains 

vivid after 58 years. “The heat had been so intense that 

all there was left was very deep ash on the ground and 

trees were just stubs sticking up out of the ash,” Gordon 

said. 

Bob McKean, president of the National Smokejumper 

Association, will moderate the panel discussion. "The 

panel discussion will be an opportunity for 

smokejumpers who survived the Higgins Ridge Fire and 

helicopter pilot who came to their rescue to piece 

together a more complete picture of the events as they 

unfolded on that fateful day in 1961. This is important 

to record for posterity, of course. It will also provide 

those who attend details of actions by the smokejumpers 

and the helicopter pilot which averted and almost certain 

catastrophe. In those actions are timeless lessons in 

leadership, decision making, and bravery necessary to 

survive any perilous situation." 

"What lies behind us and what lies before us are 

tiny matters compared to what lies within us." 

-- Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

A child points to a Smokey Bear poster in the 

Smokey Bear Zone at the Smithsonian’s National 

Zoo. The exhibit celebrates 75 years of preventing 

wildfires. (USDA Forest Service photo by Tanya 

Flores.) 
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Besides participating in the panel discussion, the fire 

veterans will tell their stories as part of an oral-history 

project that will preserve the Higgins Ridge story in the 

museum’s archives. 

 

Payette National Forest News 

 

Forest Supervisor Keith Lannom headed to the Forest 

Service’s Northern Region in Missoula, Montana as one 

of two Deputy Regional Foresters.  He has served on 

Payette National Forest as the Forest Supervisor since 

July of 2011.  While he and his family will miss friends 

and colleagues, he looks forward to the new challenges 

in Montana, northern Idaho and North and South 

Dakota.  “I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 

work with the employees of the Forest as they are 

excellent stewards of our public lands,” said 

Lannom.  “We have accomplished much needed forest 

restoration work through partnership with the Payette 

Forest Coalition.  The family and I will miss recreating 

in the mountains and rivers of the Payette and the 

friends we have made here.”  He reports to his new 

position on August 5, 2019. 

Keith began his Forest Service career at the Southern 

Research Station Forest Inventory and Analysis unit in 

Mississippi in 1992.  He left the agency for a short 

period and worked for a geospatial consulting firm and 

returned to the Forest Service as a Remote Sensing 

Analyst for the Remote Sensing Applications Center in 

Utah.   He later became a District Ranger on the 

Cherokee National Forest in Tennessee, Deputy Forest 

Supervisor on the White Mountain National Forest in 

New Hampshire. 

Filling in behind Lannom is Tawnya Brummett who is 

the Deputy Forest Supervisor on the Boise National 

Forest.  She will serve as the Acting Forest Supervisor 

for the Payette National Forest until the position is filled 

on a permanent basis.  Brummett’s experience prior to 

the Boise National Forest includes serving as a District 

Ranger on the Lolo National Forest; Wildlife Biologist 

and Range Specialist on the Gila National Forest; 

Wildlife Biologist on the Angelina-Sabine National 

Forest; and as a hotshot crewmember on the Gila 

National Forest.  Brummett holds a degree in Wildlife 

Biology from Stephan F. Austin State University in 

Nacogdoches, Texas.  “I am excited to engage with 

members of the public and partners of the Payette 

National Forest,” said Brummett.  “We love the central 

Idaho Mountains and look forward to exploring more 

outdoor opportunities.” 

Boise National Forest Announces 

New Emmett District Ranger 

 

The Boise National Forest welcomes Katie Wood, as the 

new Ranger of the Emmett Ranger District. 

 Katie served as the Boise District, Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) Support Services and Operations 

Chief since February 2017. She has overseen a wide 

diversity of areas including emergency stabilization and 

rehabilitation, engineering, heavy equipment, GIS, 

administration and 

noxious and 

invasive weeds.  

 “I look forward 

to working in 

cooperation with 

the public while 

serving in this 

role. My goal is to 

ensure the 

Emmett Ranger 

District is 

managed in a way 

that takes into 

account the needs 

of current users 

without losing 

sight that future 

generations will 

need, and rely on, public lands as much as we do. This is 

particularly relevant given the Emmett Ranger District’s 

proximity to Idaho’s largest population center and the 

mixed uses which occur on this land,” said Katie Wood, 

Emmett District Ranger. 

 Her tenure as Challis-Yankee Fork District Ranger 

(Salmon-Challis National Forest) provided her critical 

experience in managing challenging natural resource 

issues including threatened and endangered species, 

forest and rangeland management, restoration, 

recreation and special uses.  

 Katie has completed a variety of details over the past 10 

years including Assistant Field Manager, Planning and 

Environmental Coordinator, Forest Headwaters Reserve 

Manager and Disaster Program Specialist for the United 

States Forest Service in Washington D.C.  

 

"Retirement is one of those consequential changes in life, 

it offers us a unique opportunity to start over, to move 

beyond the past and to once again live forward."  

Rick Steiner 

“History cannot give us a program for the 

future, but it can give us a fuller understanding 

of ourselves and common humanity so that we 

can better face the future.” 

 
Robert Penn Warren 
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Treasurer Report 

 

Our paid membership count stood at 32 members for 

2018-19.  Only 9 members have paid the 2019-20 dues.  

By comparison, we had 55 paid members for the 

2016/2017 season.   Annual dues are $6.00 per couple or 

$3.00 for single 

members or 

widows/widowers.   

The dues for 

members at the age of 

90 are waived.  

If you can’t 

remember your 

status, contact Joan 

Oliver at 505-449-

8370 or email 

missbrandydog@yahoo.com .     You can make check 

to: Treasure Valley Forest Service Old Timer’s Club 

and mail to: Joan Oliver, 9390 West Ustick Rd. Trtr A., 

Boise, ID 83704. 

As of October 1,2019, our treasury totaled $536. 04..  

Your dues pay for the club furnished items for the 

annual picnic, lunches for guest speakers, and other 

miscellaneous items as needed. ᶲ 

 

 

 

Federal Benefits Open Season 

 

Open season is from November 11, 2019 to December 

9, 2019.  If you are satisfied with your current health 

plan, you do not need to do anything.  In some cases, the 

enrollee share of FEHB premiums for the Self Plus One 

enrollment type will be higher than the Self and Family 

enrollment type.  Enrollee who wish to cover one 

eligible family member are free to elect either the Self 

and Family or Self Plus One enrollment type. Check 

premiums on website www.opm.gov/fehbpremiums . 

For information on the Federal Employees Dental & 

Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP), visit the secure 

enrollment website www.benefeds.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Timers Club of the Boise Area was organized 

in 1950: its purpose is to protect, perpetuate and 

preserve the traditions and “esprit de corps” of the 

Forest Service, its employees and retirees, and to 

maintain contacts and good fellowship among those 

retired and those nearing retirement. We strive to 

maintain that wonderful “family feeling” which is 

characteristic of Forest Service employees, nation-wide. 

November 15, 2006, the Old Timer’s Club of Boise was 

changed to the Treasure Valley Forest Service Old 

Timers’ Club to represent a larger area than just Boise.  

The Club has filed as an unincorporated nonprofit 

association with the Idaho Secretary of State. ᶲ 

 

 

National Museum of Forest Service History  

 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW MEMBERS! Our goal is 

to have 2020 members by the end of the year 2020, so 

become a new member today for just $20.20 for the first 

year. Every contribution helps us continue our cause. 

Now is a great time to show your support of NMFSH 

with a one-year Individual Membership! 

Membership contributions provide 40% of the 

Museum’s operating budget. Your annual membership 

enables us to carry out our mission to Share the Rich 

History and Story of America’s Conservation 

Legacy. 

 

Included with All Memberships 

• Opportunity to share your story with the public, 

scholars, historical researchers and the USFS 

and its partners through the Museum’s web site, 

programs, publications, events and exhibits 

• Invitation to NMFSH Annual Meeting and Field 

Trips 

• Complimentary NMFSH Quarterly Newsletter 

• Advanced notice of NMFSH News, 

Publications, Events and additions to the 

Museum’s Collection 

• Member discount at the NMFSH gift shop 

 

The National Museum of Forest Service History is 

currently engaged in a Capital Campaign to build the 

National Conservation Legacy and Education Center in 

Missoula, Montana. Once it is built, the Center will be a 

one-of-a-kind, world class destination. It will showcase 

America’s conservation history – the U.S. Forest 

Service, its people, partners, and legacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

 

Idaho presently has 26,000 Alzheimer patients and is 

forecasted to have 33,000 by 2025. 

 

mailto:missbrandydog@yahoo.com
http://www.opm.gov/fehbpremiums
http://www.benefeds.com/


Treasure Valley Forest Service Old Timers’  6 

WEB SITES 
 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FOREST SERVICE 

RETIREES 

www.nafsr.org 

 

Intermountain Forest Service Old 

Timers Club R4 

www.fsxr4.org  

 

SOUTHWEST FOREST SERVICE AMIGOS 

FOREST SERVICE REGION 3 RETIREE ORGANIZATION 

  http://www.swfsamigos.org 

 

Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 

(PNWFSA) Old Smokeys 

http://www.oldsmokeys.org/ 

 

National Active and Retired Federal Employees 

Association (NARFE) 

www.narfe.org  

 

National Museum of Forest Service History 

http://www.nmfs-history.net  

 

U. S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) 

www.opm.gov 

 

 

Lucky Peak Nursery 

 

Sara Wilson, Lucky Peak Nursery Manager update the 

retirees at the October meeting on the Nursery 

operations and the 60th year celebration that was held 

this summer. 

 

The Lucky Peak Nursery at the Boise National Forest, 

established in 1959, has more than 50 years of 

experience providing plant materials for the Forest 

Service’s Intermountain Region.  The site has an 

abundance of high-quality water, which is critical to 

dryland plant propagation.  Originally, the nursery 

focused on providing bareroot conifers to supply a 

reforestation backlog in Idaho.  Since then, the nursery 

has great expanded its products, services, and expertise 

to meet the reforestation needs of our neighboring 

national forests. 

Four climate-controlled greenhouses produce 1.5 

million containerized plants and superior seedings 

annually-enough to restore about 5,000 acres.  The 

Nursery uses state-of-the -art equipment, such as the top 

pruner developed in cooperation with the Forest Service 

National Technology and Development Program. 

Skilled experienced technicians use specialized 

equipment to increased efficiency and produce high-

quality products, such as a combine harvesting Arizona 

Fescue, which is important for erosion control and 

wildlife forage. 

Nursery staff extract clean, store and test thousands of 

pounds of native seeds for its customers each year. They 

manage the regional seed banks for the Forest Service 

Intermountain and Southwestern Regions 

The Lucky Peak Nursery adapts to customers’ needs and 

welcomes custom orders.  It works cooperatively with 

more than 30 government agencies and public 

organizations.  The Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

recognized the nursery with an award for “Outstanding 

Service Benefiting Idaho Wildlife.” 

Each year five acres is dedicated to increase quantities 

of seeds provided by customers.  The nursery cultivates 

hard-to-grow plants, such as slickpot peppergrass, to 

help restore the sagebrush steppes in southwestern 

Idaho.  The fields also produce site specific plants, such 

as penstemon that is grown for Oregon Department of 

Transportation. 

More than 600 school children and youth group 

participants enjoy nursery tours, classroom and video 

instruction, and outdoor environmental classes each 

year. The public service groups and other government 

agencies can take advantage of the nursery workshops, . 

ᶲ 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

"What lies behind us and what lies before us are 

tiny matters compared to what lies within us." 

-- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

http://www.nafsr.org/
http://www.fsxr4.org/
http://www.swfsamigos.org/
http://www.oldsmokeys.org/
http://www.narfe.org/
http://www.nmfs-history.net/
http://www.opm.gov/
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60-year Celebration at the Lucky Peak Nursery  


