
IDENTIFYING THE TREE YOU’VE SELECTED 
 

Blue Spruce – Pinaceae Picea Pungens 
Leaf:  Evergreen, stiff, ¾ to 1 ¼ inch long, yellow-green to bluish or 

white.  Needles are very sharp, and have an acidic taste. 

 

Flower:  Monoecious; males yellow-brown to purple, scattered 

throughout trees; females purple, upright, in tops of the trees. 

 

Fruit:  Cones are 2 to 4 inches long, cylindrical, light brown in color.  

Cone scales are pointed with jagged-erose margins. 

 

Twig:  Stout (when compared to other spruces), hairless, orange-brown.  

Needles are borne on woody pegs.  Bud scales are noticeably reflexed. 

 

Bark:  Gray to red-brown, young trees with small, thin scales – older 

trees developing furrows. 

 

Form:  A medium to large tree with pyramidal form. Branches appear 

layered, especially with age. 

 

 

Douglas Fir – Pinaceae Pseudotsuga menzieii 
Leaf:  Evergreen, single needles that lack woody pegs or suction 

cups.  Needles are yellow-green to blue-green, ¾ to 1 ¼ inch long, 

very fragrant.  Needle tips are blunt or slightly rounded. 

 

Flower:  Monoecious; males oblong, red to yellow, near branch tips; 

females reddish, with long bracts, occurring near branch tips. 

 

Fruit:  Very distinctive, 3 to 4 inches long with rounded scales.  

Three-lobed bracts extend beyond the cone scales and resemble 

mouse posteriors.  Maturing in August. 

 

Twig:  Slender and red-brown, with long, sharp, pointed, red-brown 

buds. 

 

Bark:  Smooth and gray on young stems, becoming thickened, red-

brown with ridges and deep furrows. 

 

Form:  A pyramidal crown that is somewhat open and self-prunes 

poorly.  Stems are characteristically straight. 

 

 
 

Ponderosa Pine – Pinaceae Pinus ponderosa 
Leaf:  Evergreen, 5 to 10 inches long, with three (sometimes 2) tough, 

yellow-green needles per fascicle.  When crushed, needles have a 

turpentine odor sometimes reminiscent of citrus. 

 

Flower:  Monoesious; males yellow-red, cylindrical, in clusters near 

ends of branches; females reddish at branch tips. 

 

Fruit:  Cones are ovoid, 3 to 6 inches long, sessile, red-brown in color, 

armed with a slender prickle.  Maturing August to September. 

 

Twig:  Strout, orange in color, turning black.  Buds often covered with 

resin. 

 

Bark:  Very dark (almost black) on young trees, developing cinnamon-

colored plates and deep furrows. 

 

Form:  A large tree with an irregular crown, eventually developing a flat 

top or short conical crown.  Ponderosa pine self-prunes well and 

develops a clear bole. 

 

 
 

White Fir – Pinaceae Abies concolor 
Leaf:  Flattened needles, silvery blue-green both above and below, 2 

to 3 inches long, blunt at the tip, extending at right angles from the 

twig, often curving upwards.  A citrus smell is present when the 

needle is broken.  White bloom may be distributed evenly or may 

occur in distinct bands on both surfaces. 

 

Flower:  Monoesious; males yellow- to red-toned, catkin-like; 

females inconspicuous, yellow-brown. 

 

Fruit:  Cones are upright, 3 to 5 ½ inches long, oblong, yellow-green 

to purple, with erose shoulders.  Cones are deciduous at maturity 

with seed dispersal in September to October. 

 

Twig:  Twigs are dark orange at first, becoming gray-green, then 

gray.  Leaf scars are circular. 

 

Bark:  Thin, smooth and gray on young trees, with resin pockets.  

On old trees, thick, ashy gray with deep, irregular furrows. 

 

Form:  Young trees are conical.  Older trees develop a dome-like 

crown. 
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Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests 

2019 Christmas tree Cutting Instructions 
 

Please be sure to carry your permit with you and place the tag on the tree as soon as it is cut.  You may only cut 

the tree species specified on your permit, and only in the area designated on your permit and map.  The dates for 

cutting your tree begin October 15 and end at midnight on December 24.  No refunds will be made, even if 

weather conditions prevent you from reaching your cutting area and cutting your tree. 

Cut the tree as close to the ground as possible leaving a stump no more than 6 inches high.  Allowable tree 

diameter up to 5 inches (diameter is measured at 4 ½ feet from the ground) and not exceed 10 feet in total height.  Do 

not cut the top off of a tree.  Remember a tree standing in the woods looks smaller than it will in your home.  Please 

remove all trash and litter resulting from your cutting activities.  Scatter any slash left behind making sure your slash 

piles are less than 2 feet tall.  

Please cut your tree out of sight of any road and only on National Forest land.  Vehicle use in some areas may 

be restricted to driving only on established forest roads.  Please consult the cutting area map you were given. 

An armload of green branches for decorations may be taken along with your tree as part of this permit.  These 

may be found where timber has recently been logged.  You are also welcome to pick up pine cones for decorations, if 

you wish.  

Please be sure that everyone in your party reads the safety precautions in this message prior to leaving home.  

In the past, there have been some very serious accidents, even fatalities, resulting from failures to heed one or more of 

these safety measures. 

 

Safety Precautions 

 

Always notify friends or relatives where you intend to go and when you expect to return.  Be prepared for bad 

weather, including muddy or snowy roads.  At a minimum, we suggest you take the following items with you: 

 

1. Tire chains 

2. Shovel 

3. First Aid Kit 

4. Matches or Flares 

5. Tow Chain 

 

6. Warm Clothing 

7. A little food and water 

8. Flashlight 

9. Blankets 

10. A full tank of gas 

 

Before going out to higher elevations check local weather conditions. Plan to leave the cutting area before 

nightfall.  Remember, winter storms can suddenly occur, making forest roads hazardous.  Forest roads are NOT 

PLOWED so roads may be snow packed, dangerous or inaccessible.  If you notice a storm is brewing, start home as 

soon as possible.  If you get caught in the storm, be cautious and stay on the main roads – avoid short cuts.  Stay dry 

and avoid overexertion.  If you get stranded, stay with your group and your vehicle.  Keep a window open while using 

your car heater.   

Be aware that you are not the only forest user in the woods this time of year.  You may encounter other 

recreation users, firewood cutters, loggers, or even deer and elk hunters.  As a precautionary measure, you may want to 

consider wearing an article of brightly colored, highly visible clothing while walking in the woods.  Please park your 

vehicle off the road, so you do not interfere with other traffic. 

 

Enjoy yourself and have a happy Holiday Season!  
 


