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As a biologist, there aren’t too many things more discouraging than to watch a species 

disappear while on your watch. That’s what has happened to boreal toads on the Rio Grande 

National Forest (RGNF) during the years I’ve been onboard. However, with some incredible 

cooperators and some creative thinking, approximately 2,700 boreal toad tadpoles were released 

back into the wild this last summer to hopefully recolonize an area southwest of Creede on the 

RGNF. In a perfect world, toads from these ponds will be used to restock other areas in the 

future.   

Boreal toads (Anaxyrus boreas) are declining from the landscape throughout their range 

mostly due to the presence of chytrid fungus (Batrachochytruim dendrobatidis), or Bd, which 

affects the skin of amphibians and causes high mortality. Bd is thought to have been brought into 

North America by humans involved in the amphibian pet trade. While numerous native 

amphibians are affected by the fungus, boreal toads appear to be particularly susceptible. 

The San Juan Mountains of Colorado historically supported numerous populations of 

toads. On the Rio Grande National Forest, breeding populations have been monitored yearly for 

nearly 15 years by both CPW and the RGNF in the upper Rio Grande. In that time, multiple 

populations have tested positive for Bd and no robust populations are known to exist. 

Some evidence exists that wildfire may help to create habitat conditions that decreases 

the prevalence of Bd. In 2015, the idea of creating new pond habitat in the West Fork Complex 

burn area was brought forth to the Forest Service by Paul Jones, CPW Southwest Region Native 

Aquatic Species Biologist (retired). Since that inception, a dedicated team has collaborated on 

the project and four ponds were constructed in 2018. 

On August 18, 2019, approximately 2,700 boreal toad tadpoles and 69 metamorphs (just 

past the tadpole stage) were introduced into two of the created ponds in the project area on the 

RGNF. 

The steps towards reintroduction began when the tadpoles were collected as eggs in the 

wild in the Gunnison Basin and then transported and hatched at the Native Aquatic Species 

Rearing Facility (NASRF) in Alamosa. The tadpoles and metamorphs were collected from the 

rearing pools at NASRF and transported to the ponds on August 16, 2019. The tadpoles and 

metamorphs were removed from the transport truck’s holding tanks and placed into buckets. The 

buckets were hauled the short distance to the ponds. After a short time acclimating the tadpoles 

to the pond’s water temperature, the tadpoles and metamorphs were released into the wild. The 

tadpoles immediately began to swim around the ponds and appeared to be feeding on emergent 

vegetation and insects in the ponds. 

It’s been a long time since this many boreal toad tadpoles have been present in this area!  



As of August 29, 2019 a monitoring trip to the sites by CPW observed numerous metamorphs 

venturing out of the water onto land. 

The little toads have a long and bumpy road ahead of them. It will be approximately five 

to six years before they are mature enough to reproduce and hopefully start the process of 

naturally inhabiting this area, and possibly other areas, once again. 

I would like to thank our many incredible partners and cooperators who made this project 

possible. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (Paul Jones, Dan Cammack, John Alves, Harry Crocket, 

Kevin Thompson, Tim Vrundy, Ryan Unterreniner, and numerous field technicians); Rio Grande 

National Forest (Doug Clark, CJ Grimes, Joe Verderaime, Lisa Eckstein, Brittany Goble, Joe 

Hildreth, Pepper Canterbury, Nate Gibson, Kevin Suellentrop, Tyler Cerny and Taelor Mullins-

Sanchez); USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program (Corey Kanuckel and Brandon 

Miller); Colorado Rio Grande Restoration Foundation/Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration 

Project (Emma Reesor); San Luis Valley Water Conservation District and Division of Water 

Resources (Heather Dutton, Craig Cotton, Pat McDermot and Luis Heredia); Rio Grande 

Watershed Emergency Action Coordination Team (Heather Dutton); Native Aquatic Species 

Restoration Facility (Ted Smith and NASRF employees); Contractor Nathan Eddie Geringer.  
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