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Christmas Tree Guidelines 

The following guidelines are offered to help you get your Christmas tree home legally and 
safely, while also protecting the Santa Fe National Forest: 

1. You must tag your tree before you cut it. Strip off the paper backing and fold the permit securely over
onto itself around one of the trees lower branches. Load your tree so that the permit is easily visible to
Forest officials checking for permits.

2. Forest Service Staff may be in the cutting areas to check permits and answer questions. They are not
authorized to sell permits, so you should have a permit with you when you get to the area.

3. Cut trees as low to the ground as possible (do not leave stump more than 6-inches in height).

4. One permit is valid for trees 5-inches in diameter and up to 10-feet-in-height. Trees taller than 10-feet
require an additional permit. Three permit limit per person. For example, if you want 15-foot tree,
you need to purchase two permits and affix the two permits to the tree before you cut it. Trees larger
than 5-inches in diameter and taller than 10-feet-in-height without two permits may be confiscated and
the permit holder may be cited.

5. Please respect the rights of the private landowners located adjacent to the National Forest
boundaries-cut only if you are sure you are on National Forest lands and in designated cutting areas.

6. Do not cut in restricted areas:
• within all recreation camp areas;
• within 300 feet of streams and rivers;
• within 300 feet of paved roads;
• within designated Wilderness areas;
• all private land.

7. Take your litter home with you and remove trimmings from the road to avoid damaging other vehicles.

Safety Precautions: 

Be prepared for bad weather and muddy or snowy roads. Let someone know where you are going and 
when you expect to return. Winter storms can occur suddenly. If one comes up, start heading home. 
As a minimum, we suggest you take the following items with you: 

Tire Chains 
Shovel 

Tow Chain 
Full gas tank 

First Aid Kit 
Matches or flares 

Warm clothing 
Flashlight 

Don't rely on your cell phone as it may not work in many areas of the forest. We suggest you consider 
the Weather Ready Driving Safety Tips provided through the Weather Channel: 
http://www.weather.com/activities/driving/drivingsafety/drivingsafetytips/snow.html 
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