
Forest Plan Revision Public Meetings 

(2019, 2018, 2017, 2016) 

 

 

2019 Public Meetings 

 

     The Ashley Forest Plan Revision team held five open house type public meetings in 

2019: 

October 7 Green River, Wyoming 

October 8 Vernal, Utah 

October 9 Duchesne, Utah 

October 10 Manila, Utah 

October 11 Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

     These meetings were 

held in conjunction with 

the public comment 

period for the draft 

production of the Ashley 

National Forest Land 

Management Plan 

(Proposed Plan).  Also 

available for review is the 

draft Wild & Scenic River 

Eligibility report, the 

Wilderness Evaluation 

report, and the draft 

Need for Change 

document. 

      

      

Green River 

Green River 



     The draft plan consists of desired conditions that Ashley specialists would like to see 

on the Ashley National Forest over the next few decades - in areas such as recreation, 

infrastructure, air 

quality, water 

quality, etc.  The 

desired 

conditions must 

be realistic and 

reflect factors 

such as budget 

expectations, 

technology 

abilities and 

constraints, 

rules, laws, etc. 

 

Popular topics included: 

 Controlled burn timing 

 Recreation and accessibility 

 Grazing 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

      

 

     Overall, the people who came 

to the meetings were happy to 

have the chance to talk directly to 

Forest Service representatives 

about their 

concerns/questions/compliments.  

They appreciated the chance to 

go directly to the Ashley National 

Forest will their issues, and work 

directly with the Ashley on issues 

that concern the public. 

 

 

 

Green River 
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2018 Public Meetings 

 

Four 2018 Public Workshops on Desired Components of the Forest Plan 

     The Ashley Forest Plan Revision team held public “Hot Topics” workshops in 2018, 

as part of the Ashley Forest Plan Revision process.  The workshop topics presented 

included Forestry (January), Rangeland (March), Water and Fisheries (April), and 

Recreation (July) management goals of the future.  The selection of topics (issues 

focused on) came from polling conducted at public meetings to determine issues 

important to the public.   

     The workshops were conducted to get public insights that will positively shape the 

future management of the Ashley National Forest for the next decade or two.  Many of 

the ideas that came from these workshops were included in the proposed plan. 

WORKSHOP #1 - The Forest Economies for the Future seminar looked at timber 

products that are available on the Ashley, ways to improve Ashley timber conditions to 

help the local economy, and the future of timber on both the Ashley and in the local 

economy.   

Jim McRae, U.S. Forest Service staff, said 

that slightly less than 10 percent of the 

Ashley, or approximately 135,000 acres, may 

be suitable for timber production.  The 

remainder of the lands are unsuitable 

because of legal or technical reasons – to 

include lands where timber production is 

prohibitive or lands that are withdrawn from 

timber production because of federal 

regulations.  Darren McAvoy, Utah State 

University Extension, noted that there are no 

real timber industry lands and no commercial 

forestry lands in Utah.  Utah timber is lower 

quality than timber in other parts of the West, 

and that makes competition more difficult.  

One way to substitute for timber job losses is 

diversify the economy, to include technology 

providing jobs in other fields, and selling 

goods online.    One of the outcomes of this 

workshop has been further discussion on how 



the USFS will work with timber operators to develop sales & contracts that will fit 

multiple interests and needs of the future. 

Workshop #2 - Rangeland Health in the Future (on Ashley National Forest) How does 

the Forest Plan affect both current/future range uses, and current challenges/ 

opportunities? We wanted the public’s thoughts on future range issues and how we can 

address them on the Ashley. 

Dr. Stan Kitchen, Forest Service Rocky Mountain 

Research Station, joined Dustin Bambrough, 

Ashley National Forest Ecosystem Staff Officer, to 

discuss range trends occurring locally and across 

the West.  Most rangelands on the Ashley National 

Forest are in good condition with sustainable 

trends.  

However, a concern is fighting invasive plant 

species in the face of longer droughts.  

One of the outcomes for this workshop is the 

greater public interest in working with the 

Ashley to address monitoring, and identifying 

rangeland reserves areas in the future. 

  

Workshop #3 - The Future of Water and Fisheries on the Ashley National Forest Dr. 

Paul Brooks, University of Utah, explained how different forest management techniques 

influence water cycles on the Ashley National Forest.  For example - tree thinning 

speeds snow evaporation and affects water 

absorption, and beetle infestations are affecting 

watersheds.  Dr. Brooks noted that living trees help a 

watershed much more than dead trees.  There was 

almost universal agreement among the attendees 

that managing the Forest is tougher than the public 

thinks!  One of the outcomes of this workshop was an 

expressed interest in having a region-wide 

precipitation monitoring “Citizen Science” program.  

The program will include local schools, NOLS (National Outdoor Leadership School) 

and others to gather information that helps predict drought impacts. 

Workshop #4 – Socio-economic Benefits of Recreation of the Ashley National Forest 

Dr. Jordan Smith, PhD., Utah State University, discussed his studies on the significant 

contributions from recreation activities in Utah counties.  There were requests to further 

quantify the recreation economic contributions the Ashley provides individual counties - 



especially those in northeast Utah, also in Southeastern Wyoming.  Attendees agreed 

that some of these counties depend on recreation revenues greatly, since other 

industries in their areas are down. 

 

Recreation Open House at Red Canyon Visitor Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2017 Public Meetings 

 

Six meetings were held (including a virtual meeting) – 

July 11 Rock Springs, Wyoming 

Utah: 

July 12 Salt Lake City 

July 18 Duchesne 

July 19 Vernal 

July 20 Manila 

July 26 Webinar (virtual) 

 

     The purpose of the public meetings 

was to announce the release of the Draft 

Assessment report, which Ashley 

specialists produced concerning current 

conditions on the Ashley National Forest.  

The Webinar was held for those people 

who couldn’t attend the scheduled 

meetings.  The meetings were designed 

to further communicate with the public on 

the Forest Plan Revision process, and 

receive public comments on the draft Assessment.  The Ashley National Forest took 

public comments on the draft Assessment and incorporated the comments into the Final 

Assessment, released to the public in October 2017. 

 

2017 Wilderness Field Trips 

     In addition to those public meetings, the Ashley National Forest 

also hosted Wilderness Evaluation field trips to the Forest on 

September 28, 29, & 30.  These field trips were part of the Ashley’s 

ongoing Wilderness Evaluation process and meant to encourage 

your involvement.  The ongoing evaluation process will eventually 

decide if additional areas of the Ashley National Forest qualify as 

Wilderness. 

Salt Lake City Public Library 



     The trip on September 28th went to the Weyman Park Trailhead in Manilla, the 29th 

trip went to the Rock Creek Group Camp site in Duchesne, and the Vernal meeting on 

the 30th was held indoors because of weather. 

     After learning more about the process, participants commented that the evaluation is 

much more objective than they thought, rather than more subjective like they originally 

believed.  Also, participants enjoyed the chance to have one-on-one discussions with 

both each other and Forest Service representatives.  Overall, the participants got the 

opportunity to have their opinions heard, learn other peoples’ thoughts, and appreciated 

learning more about the process. 

 

  Weyman Park Trailhead in Manilla      Rock Creek Group Camp site in Duchesne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2016 Public Meetings 

 

2016 Public Meeting Locations: 

July 12 Duchesne, Utah 

July 13 Green River, Wyoming 

July 14 Manila, Utah 

July 19 Vernal, Utah 

July 20 Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

     Public meetings were held in 2016 

to kick off the Forest Plan Revision 

process.  The meetings were called to 

announce to the public the start of the 

process and to seek public comments 

on the management of the Ashley 

National Forest, in starting to put 

together a new Forest Plan. 

 

     The Ashley National Forest sought and received comments on issues important to 

the public on the forest, to include: 

 

Duchesne: 

Top uses of the Ashley National Forest: 

 1st (equal) - Camping, livestock grazing, general recreation (recreation, 
sightseeing, driving) 

 2nd - Wilderness, timber  

 3rd (equal) - fishing, gathering firewood/fossils/stones, boating, ATV riding, 

horseback riding, snowmobiling, spelunking 

Issues/Concerns: 

 Camping is seeing the greatest demands 

 Growing demands are coming for ATV, timber, and general recreation 

 There were multiple remarks about dead trees and concern that the Forest 

Service is not doing enough to remove the trees 



 Other concerns include roads & trails used by ATV and campers need 

improvement 

 

 

 

Green River: 

Top uses of the Ashley National Forest: 

1st - General recreation  
2nd - Fishing, hiking, camping, water recreation, grazing, mineral extraction 

Issues/Concerns: 

 Grazing is in good shape, but there is concern that increased recreation uses will 

hurt grazing 

 Non-native mussels are hurting conditions in waterways 

 On a positive note, the infrastructure in Green River and Flaming Gorge is in 

great condition (i.e. fish cleaning stations, bathrooms, boat ramps, etc.) 

Green River 



Manila: 

Top uses of the Ashley National Forest: 

1st – Fishing 
2nd - Hiking, hunting 
3rd - ATV/OHV, camping, firewood gather, grazing/permitee 
4th (equal) - horseback, boating/rafting, general tourism, wildlife viewing, grazing, 

timber, irrigation 

Issues/Concerns: 

 Most recreation demands are increasing 

 Other uses - such as fishing, wildlife viewing, irrigation and grazing – are about 

the same 

 There were several comments that increased usage of the Ashley National 

Forest with more Forest Service law enforcement will degrade the forest 

experience 

 Current law enforcement presence is low and violations are not enforced 

(specifically the 16 day camping limit) 

 More maintenance is needed on Ashley National Forest recreation facilities, and 

there is a fear that these needs will become worse as recreation demands 

increase 

 There was also concern that as recreation usage increases, grazing needs will 

be crowded out of the Ashley National Forest 

 The increase in non-native mussels, and the increase in fishing and boating, has 

hurt aquatic and fishing conditions 

 

Vernal: 

Top uses of the Ashley National Forest: 

1st – Hiking 
2nd - Livestock grazing, camping, fishing 
3rd - Skiing/snowshoeing, horseback riding, hunting, ATV/OHV 
4th - Numerous uses, e.g., wildlife viewing, firewood gathering, boating, mountain 

biking, etc. 

Issues/Concerns: 

 People see demands on the Ashley National Forest increasing, with only grazing 

staying about the same 

 In some cases, the grazing demand is larger than the number of grazing permits 

available 



 Many people feel that the demand and variety of uses have increased on the 

Ashley National Forest, while the local population has grown and become more 

affluent, with more motorized opportunities 

 Resources are good for recreation uses like camping, hiking and fishing 

 However, motorized use has diminished the quality of uses like hiking, wildlife 

viewing, fishing, skiing/snowshoeing 

 

Salt Lake City: 

Top uses of the Ashley National Forest: 

1st – Fishing 
2nd (all equal) - Hiking, camping, logging, grazing, hunting, resource extraction 
3rd - Mining, water diversion, scenic 

Issues/Concerns: 

 All demands are increasing! 

 The Utah population is expected to greatly increase, mostly within Salt Lake City, 

which will impact the Ashley National Forest 

 There are only a few diminishing resources on the Ashley National Forest, most 

associated with insect outbreaks 

 Beetles are ruining the Ashley National Forest biomass and increasing fire 

danger.  

 Ashley National Forest conditions are good, but active management will improve 

conditions 

 The growth of OHV is hurting trails and non-motorized user experiences 


