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Introduction 
Effective land and resource management plan monitoring and evaluation fosters adaptive management 
and more informed decisions. It helps identify the need to adjust desired conditions, goals, objectives, 
standards and guidelines as conditions change. Monitoring and evaluation helps forests, grasslands, the 
agency and the public determine how a land and resource management plan is being implemented, 
whether plan implementation is achieving desired outcomes, and whether assumptions made in the 
planning process are valid. Monitoring and evaluation are conducted at several scales and for many 
purposes, each of which has different objectives and requirements. Monitoring requirements and tasks 
are developed to be responsive to the objectives and scale of the plan, program, or project to be 
monitored. Monitoring and evaluation are separate, sequential activities required by NFMA regulations 
to determine how well objectives have been met and how closely management standards and 
guidelines have been applied. Monitoring generally includes the collection of data and information, 
either by observation or measurement. Evaluation is the analysis of the data and information collected 
during the monitoring phase. The evaluation results are used to answer the monitoring questions, 
determine the need to revise management plans, change how the plans are implemented, and form a 
basis for adaptively managing the national grasslands. Monitoring and evaluation keep the Revised Land 
and Resource Management Plan up-to-date and responsive to changing issues by verifying the 
effectiveness of management plan standards and guidelines and anticipated program and project effects 
on resources, and providing information for amendments to the management plan. 

Monitoring provides the information necessary to determine whether the Revised Management Plan is 
sufficient to guide management of the national grasslands for the subsequent year or whether 
modification of the plan is needed. 

Monitoring is continuous and provides feedback by testing relevant assumptions, tracking relevant 
conditions over time, and measuring management effectiveness (36 CFR 219.12).   

Biennial monitoring evaluation reports help determine if and where changes are needed in plan 
components, other plan content, and project activities.  (36 CFR 219.5).  Monitoring also provides 
feedback to prioritize and improve the plan monitoring program and broader-scale monitoring strategy.     

Required 2012 Planning Rule Monitoring Items 
The Forest Service has discretion to set the scope, scale, and priorities for plan monitoring within the 
financial and technical capabilities of the administrative unit.  However, they are required to include one 
or more monitoring question(s) and associated indicator(s) for the eight items set out in the Planning 
Rule at 36 CFR 219.12(a)(5) as follows: 

i. The status of select watershed conditions. 

ii. The status of select ecological conditions including key characteristics of terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems. 

iii. The status of focal species to assess the ecological conditions required under 36 CFR 219.9. 

iv. The status of a select set of the ecological conditions required under 36 CFR 219.9 to contribute 
to the recovery of federally listed threated and endangered species, conserve proposed and 
candidate species, and maintain a viable population of each species of conservation concern. 

v. The status of visitor use, visitor satisfaction, and progress toward meeting recreation 
objectives. 
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vi. Measurable changes on the plan area related to climate change and other stressors that may 
be affecting the plan area. 

vii. Progress toward meeting the desired conditions and objectives in the plan, including providing 
for multiple use opportunities. 

viii. The effects of each management system to determine that they do not substantially and 
permanently impair the productivity of the land (16 U.S.C. 1604(g)(3)(C)).  (36 CFR 219.12(a).   

Social, economic, and cultural sustainability must also be addressed in the monitoring program (FSH 
1909.12 Section 32.13f). 

Why is the information needed?  
• Required by law – collection of information is required through Biological Opinion Terms and 

Conditions, court orders, settlement agreements, etc. 

• Magnitude of departure from desired condition (if of concern) - Is there a high degree of 
disparity between existing and desired conditions? Examples: (1) a particular habitat component 
is at a much lower level than desired; (2) the amount of use of a particular resource or use at a 
particular location is much higher than desired. 

• Degree of uncertainty regarding the available data or uncertainty due to lack of data (FSH 
1909.12 Section 32.1, 32.11).  Is available information incomplete or inconclusive? 

• Long standing management assumptions that need to be verified or re-verified? (FSH 1909.12 
Section 32.1, 32.11). Is there a high degree of uncertainty associated with management 
assumptions?  Examples: (1) a new way of doing something where there is limited experience 
with the new technique; (2) actions taken in response to an unprecedented situation; (3) a lack 
of information or out dated information on the effects of a management action on specific 
habitat needs 

• The risk and consequences to the resource for not having information to reduce the 
uncertainty/knowledge gap/assumption. 

• Risk of action/event occurring - Are management activities AND/OR other drivers and stressors 
(climate change, invasives, insect diseases, flooding events, etc.) likely to occur that would have 
discernable outcomes to the resource? Is the parameter responsive to changed conditions 
(climate, insect/disease, invasives, management activities, etc.) 

• Consequences to resource – What are consequences to resource for not having this information? 
i.e. collection of this information will make a difference in how we manage for sustainability of 
the resource. 

• Distinctive roles and contributions within the broader landscape (FSH 1909.12 Sec. 32.1). Will 
monitoring respond to a key public issue? Key issues identified through scoping may warrant 
monitoring even if they are (1) well understood, (2) the existing condition is good and (3) 
management activities will have little impact. Monitoring may be necessary for educational 
and/or accountability purposes. 

• There are concerns about the ability to implement or make progress on the plan component. 
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NEZ PERCE-CLEARWATER PLAN MONITORING PROGRAM 
1.0 Physical and Biological Ecosystems  

1.1 Terrestrial Ecosystems (TE) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-TE-01 
Vegetation management supports vegetation 
composition and structural diversity as described 
across broad potential vegetation type (PVT) groups 
in the face of changing conditions. (See Appendix B 
for how PVT groups are classified). 

See 
MON-VEG-01 through 
MON-VEG-11 
 
*(ii)(vi)(vii) 
 

Broader Scale Monitoring Strategy FIA 
indicators 

FIA 

FW-DC-TE-02 
Uncommon habitat elements (mineral licks, talus 
slopes, fractured wet bedrock, rocky outcrops, scree 
slopes, waterfalls, and geologic inclusions) support 
long term persistence of endemic species with 
narrow or vary narrow habitat specificity and limited 
distribution associated with these habitats. 

FW-GDL-TE-01 
To conserve rare plants, terrestrial invertebrate 
animals and Coeur d’Alene salamanders that are 
found only near uncommon habitat elements 
described in FW-DC-TE-02, activities should not 
remove or alter the habitat when terrestrial plant or 
invertebrate animal communities that have been 
assigned a NatureServe ranking of G1, globally 
critically imperiled or G2, globally imperiled, are 
present.   

MON-TE-01 
Are management 
activities conserving rare 
endemic terrestrial and 
animal communities?  

 

*(ii)(iv)(vii) 
 

Rare Ecological Community key 
characteristics 

• Number decisions 

• Number decisions with uncommon 
habitat elements within project area 

• Number decisions with design features 
to mitigate uncommon habitat 
elements 

• Acres surveyed for each project with 
uncommon habitat elements that 
were surveyed for habitat quality and 
rare and endemic species 

• Survey results (exact measures TBD, 
such as, types, size, quality of 
uncommon habitat located, Number 
endemic species present, etc.)  

 

 

Idaho State Heritage 
Database 

Supervisor’s Office Records 

NRM Wildlife 

 

PALS 

 

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-TE-04 
Habitats provide forage resources, including nectar, 
and nesting sites for a diversity of native and 
desirable non-native pollinators. 

MON-TE-02 
What actions have 
occurred to provide for 
pollinator habitat? 
 
*(vii) 

Pollinators 

• Number actions that move towards 
the desired condition 

• Number decisions that include design 
criteria for pollinators  

PALS  

Project Records (decision 
documents) 

(Biennial) 

FW-DC-TE-05 
Habitat conditions in the plan area provides 
ecological conditions that support the diversity of 
plant and animal communities and provide 
ecosystem integrity.  

See MON-MGS-03   

FW-DC-TE-06 
The arrangement of vegetation patches range widely 
in size, shape and structure to provide connectivity 
for wildlife.  Patches are juxtaposed across the 
landscape forming a landscape pattern consistent 
with natural range of variation. These patterns vary 
by potential vegetation type, slope, aspect, and 
topographic position. Wide-ranging species are able 
to move freely across and between habitats, allowing 
for dispersal, migration genetic interaction, and 
species recruitment. 

MON-TE-03 
What management 
actions have occurred to 
provide vegetation patch 
arrangements for wildlife 
connectivity? 
 
*(ii)(vi)(vii) 
 

Wildlife Connectivity/Patch 
management  

• acres of treatments that create 
desired condition 

FACTS 

Vmap 

FIA  

(10 years) 

 

 

 

1.2 Forestlands (VEG)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-FOR-01 
Aspen (Populus tremuloides) persists as vigorous, 
multi age stands over time across its range on NPCLW 
and aspen stands cover 1% of NPCLW. 
 
FW-OBJ-FOR-01 

MON-FOR-01 
What management 
actions have occurred to 
maintain or increase 
aspen persistence in the 
NPCLW? 

Aspen management 
• Number, acres and locations of 

treatments that maintain or increase 
aspen 

 

FIA 
(10 years) 
 
FACTS 
 
(biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

Restore 275 to 1,400 acres of aspen annually across 
the forest.  (varies by alternative) 

 
*(ii)(vii) 
 

FW-DC-FOR-02  
Within-Stand Characteristics of Warmest and Driest 
Sites 

FW-DC-FOR-03 
Warm Dry PVT Group Composition 

FW-DC-FOR-04 
Warm Dry PVT Group Within-stand Characteristics of 
Moister Sites 

FW-DC-FOR-05 
Warm Dry PVT Group Size Class Distribution 

FW-DC-FOR-06 
Warm Moist PVT Group Composition 

FW-DC-FOR-07 
Warm Moist PVT Group Within-Stand Characteristics 

FW-DC-FOR-08 
Warm Moist PVT Group Size Class Distribution 

FW-DC-FOR-09 
Cool Moist PVT Group Composition 

FW-DC-FOR-10 
Cool Moist PVT Group Within-Stand Characteristics 

FW-DC-FOR-11 
Cool Moist PVT Group Size Class Distribution 

FW-DC-FOR-12 
Cold PVT Group Size Class Distribution 

 
MA3-OBJ-FOR-01 
MA3-OBJ-FOR-02 

MON-FOR-02 
What is the change in 
forested vegetation key 
characteristics (species 
distribution, cover type, 
size class, very large 
trees, canopy 
cover/density) and what 
landscape changes in the 
forested vegetation have 
occurred, either naturally 
or through managed 
actions (shade intolerant 
vegetation management, 
other vegetation 
management, burn 
severity, insect and 
pathogen hazards)? 
 
*(ii)(vi)(vii) 
 

Interdisciplinary Post Activity Reviews 
• Number of interdisciplinary team/line 

officer post activity reviews of 
vegetation management projects 

 

Forested Vegetation Key 
Characteristics: 

• Dominance Type (60/40) plurality  

• Size class distribution  

 
Vegetation Management Treatments  
• Acres of Timber harvest  

• Acres of  Planned ignitions  

• Ares of  Planting  

• Acres of Hand thinning 

Burn Severity  
• Acres of non-lethal, mixed, and lethal 

severity 

Insect and Pathogen hazards  
• Acres of bark beetle in high/moderate 

and low hazard 

• Acres of spruce bud work  

• Acres root disease in high and 
moderate hazard 

All data from Broader Scale 
Monitoring Strategy (BSMS) 
using FIA data source 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA3-OBJ-FOR-03 
MA3-OBJ-FOR-04 
MA2-OBJ-FOR-01 
MA2-OBJ-FOR-02 
MA2-OBJ-FOR-03 
MA2-OBJ-FOR-04 
MA2 and MA3-DC-FOR-10 
Across All PVT Groups: Amounts of ponderosa pine, 
western larch, western white pine, and whitebark 
pine old growth are maintained or increased from 
existing amounts. Amounts of western redcedar, 
pacific yew, and western hemlock old growth are 
maintained through time. 

MA2 and MA3-GDL-FOR-02 
Vegetation management activities may be authorized 
in ponderosa pine, western larch, western white 
pine, pacific yew, western redcedar, western 
hemlock, and whitebark pine old growth stands only 
if the activities are designed to increase the 
resistance and resiliency of the stand to disturbances 
or stressors, and if the activities are not likely to 
immediately modify stand characteristics to the 
extent that the stand would no longer meet the 
definition of old growth (see the glossary for the 
definitions of resistance and resilience) over the long 
term. 

MA 2 and MA3-GDL-FOR-03 
To prevent fragmentation of existing ponderosa pine, 
western larch, western white pine, pacific yew, 
western redcedar, western hemlock, and whitebark 
pine old growth patches, permanent road 
construction should be avoided in these old growth 
types unless a site specific analysis determines the 

MON-FOR-03 
Are vegetation 
treatments meeting the 
stand characteristics of 
old growth? 
 
 
*(ii)(vii) 
 

Old Growth  
• % old growth (by forest by PVT using 

FIA) 

 
Old Growth Stand Characteristics 
• Acres and locations of vegetation 

management actions in old growth 
currently meeting Green et.al.  

• Number times the exceptions to the 
guideline MA3-GDL-FOR-03 were used 
(optimum location) 

• Field verification of old growth stands 
treated to determine if they are still 
meeting Green et al 

 

 

FSVeg 
 
(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

route through old growth to be the optimum 
location. 

MA 2 and MA3-GDL-FOR-04 
A stand categorized as an old growth type other than 
those types described in MA3-FOR-DC-10 ( a non-
desired old growth type) should not  be managed 
using a regeneration harvest prescription if it can be 
converted to a desired old growth type to meet 
desired conditions in MA3-DC-FOR-10. 

MA3-STD-FOR-01 
Within ponderosa pine, western larch, western white 
pine, pacific yew, western redcedar, western 
hemlock, and whitebark pine old growth stands, 
vegetation management activities shall not be 
authorized if the activities would likely modify the 
characteristics of the stand to the extent that the 
stand would no longer meet the definition of old 
growth (see glossary for old growth definition) ten 
years post activity. 

MA2 and MA3-GDL-FOR-05 
Snag guidelines vary by alternative as shown below: 

When managing forested stands, to maintain snags 
(standing dead trees) over the long term for wildlife 
habitat and ecosystem processes, snags should be 
retained and distributed to achieve the amounts 
specified in the tables by alternative, below, when 
assessed across an entire project area. If sufficient 
snags are not available to meet the numbers below, 
retain additional live trees ≥15” diameter at breast 
height.  

The distribution of snags does not need to be 
uniform – some areas may have more snags, others 
may have fewer or none. Snags are retained as the 

MON-FOR-05 
To what extent is 
Guideline MA3-GLD-FOR-
05 implemented? 
 
*(ii) 
 

Snag Retention 
• Number of acres or percentage of 

project area meeting snag guidelines  

Project records 
 
(biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

number of snags per 100 acres within the project 
area.  Guideline FW-GDL-FIRE-04 identifies 
exceptions to snag retention requirements for safety 
purposes. 

MA2 and MA3-GDL-FOR-06 
Live tree retention guidelines vary by alternative.  

Alternative W, X and Y 
Where present, a minimum of 3 live trees per acre 
≥15” diameter at breast height should be retained 
within harvest units to act as future snags. Trees 
retained for reasons other than snag recruitment 
count toward this number. The minimum is meant to 
be an average across an entire timber sale unit and 
does not mean that three live trees must be retained 
on every acre. 

Alternative Z 
Where present, a minimum of 7 live trees per acre 
should be retained within harvest units, with 
preference towards the largest trees available within 
harvest units to act as future snags. Trees retained for 
reasons other than snag recruitment count toward 
this number. The minimum is meant to be an average 
across an entire timber sale unit and does not mean 
that seven live trees must be retained on every acre. 

 

MON-FOR-05 
To what extent is 
Guideline MA3-GLD-FOR-
06 implemented? 
 
*(ii) 
 

Live tree Retention 
• Number of projects not meeting 

guideline and why 

Project records 
 
(biennial) 
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1.3 Meadows, Grasslands, and Shrublands (GS)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-GS-01 
FW-DC-GS-02   
FW-DC-GS-03 

See MON-INV-02   

FW-DC-GS-04   
Wetland Graminoid and Riparian Shrub Habitat 
Groups are comprised of a mosaic of communities 
dominated by native species which tolerate and are 
adapted to periodic flooding and an associated 
seasonally high water table. These communities may 
be dominated by native graminoids, such as water 
sedge (Carex aquatilis) and tufted hairgrass 
(Deschampsia cespitosa) and a variety of native forbs. 
Native shrubs include willow (Salix spp.), dogwood 
(Cornus spp.) and alder (Alnus spp.). 

MON-MGS-01 
What is the status of 
riparian shrub 
composition? 
 
*(ii)(vii) 
 
 
  

Riparian Shrub composition 
• Number and type of activities that 

improve riparian shrub composition 

WIT 

FACTS 

(biennial) 

 

FW-DC-GS-06 
Mollisol soils:  Dominated by native grasses, forbs 
and shrubs and largely free of conifer trees.  Early 
seral conifer species may occur as scattered 
individuals.  Grasslands and shrublands on mollisol 
soils do not decrease in size over time from conifer 
encroachment. 

FW-OBJ-GS-01 
Maintain existing meadows and grasslands by 
reducing conifer encroachment into meadows and 
grasslands on 2500 acres every 5 years. 

MON-MGS-02 
What is the status of 
grasslands and 
shrublands on mollisol 
soils? 
 
*(ii)(vii) 
 

Mollisol Soils 
• acres treated on mollisol soils to 

reduce conifer encroachment 

• actions in grasslands that decrease 
encroachment (naturally occurring or 
management) 

 
 

Geospatial Database 

(biennial) 
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FW-DC-GS-07 
Dasynotus and Pacific dogwood persists in 
transitional shrubland and forested habitats 
throughout their ranges in the Middle Fork 
Clearwater River and its major tributaries.  

FW-DC-GS-08  
Douglas clover and sticky goldenweed persists in 
seasonally moist meadows over basalt on the Palouse 
Ranger District, particularly in the headwaters of the 
Potlatch River.  

FW-DC-TE-02 
Uncommon habitat elements (mineral licks, talus 
slopes, fractured wet bedrock, rocky outcrops, scree 
slopes, caves, waterfalls, geologic inclusions) support 
long term persistence of endemic species with 
narrow or vary narrow habitat specificity and limited 
distribution associated with these habitats. 

FW-DC-TE-05 
Habitat conditions in the plan area provides 
ecological conditions that support the diversity of 
plant and animal communities and provide 
ecosystem integrity. 

MON-MGS-03 
What is the status of rare 
plant occupancy? 
 
 
*(ii)(iv)(vii) 
 

Rare plant occupancy 

• Number of stems (by species) 

• acres of rare plant occupancy (by 
species, by habitat types) 

• acres of rare plant surveys conducted 
(include target species) 

• Number sites present  

• Number sites absent 

 

TESP 

State Heritage Database 

(annual) 
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1.4 Fire (FIRE) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-FIRE-01 
Restore and maintain landscapes:  Landscapes across 
NPCLW are resilient to fire-related disturbances in 
accordance with management objectives. 

FW-DC-FIRE-02 
The full range of fire management activities, 
including both prescribed fire and natural 
wildfire, are recognized and used by Nez Perce-
Clearwater administrators as an integral part of 
achieving ecosystem sustainability, including 
interrelated ecological, economic and social 
components such as improved ecosystem resilience 
and wildlife habitat, protection of property, other 
values at risk, and public safety.  

FW-OBJ-FIRE-01 
Based on the historical disturbance regimes, use 
wildland fire and other vegetation treatments to 
improve or maintain desired forest vegetation 
conditions on 375,000 acres per decade over the life 
of the plan 

FW-OBJ-FIRE-02  
Hazardous fuels mitigation occurs on a minimum of 
125,662 acres per decade. Treatment includes initial 
entry and maintenance to ensure desired conditions 
are achieved. (Depends on Alternative) 

MON-FIRE-01 
To what extent have fuel 
treatments occurred? 
*(ii)(vii) 
 

Fuel Treatment Actions 
• Project names, planned and 

accomplished acres of fuel 
treatment projects  

• Acres of wildland fires managed for 
resource benefit 

 
 

FACTS 

 

(Annual) 

FW-DC-FIRE-03 
Fuels conditions adjacent to private property, 
administrative sites, and infrastructure promote 
lessened fire behavior that facilitates safe, effective 
fire management opportunities. Wildfire occurs at 
smaller scales and lesser severities in areas where 

MON-FIRE-02 
To what extent are fuels 
treatments reducing 
threats to Wildland Urban 
Interface, or other high 
value resources?  

Fuels Treatment Effectiveness 
• Number and acres of fuel treatments 

helping control or improve 
management of the fire  

FTEM 

FACTS 

(Annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

resource objectives and infrastructure limit the 
desirability of a wildland fire event.  

 

 
*(ii)(vii) 
 

• Number and acres of fuels treatments 
that changed fire behavior  

• Number and acres of treatments 
strategically located in order to 
facilitate control and/or management 
of the fire  

• Number and acres of wildland fires 
intersecting fuels treatments 

FW-OBJ-FIRE-03 
Allow fire to play its natural role where appropriate 
and desirable to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic 
and undesirable wildland fires by managing natural, 
unplanned ignitions to meet resource objectives 

MON-FIRE-03  
To what extent have 
natural unplanned 
wildfires occurred? 
 
*(ii)(vii) 
 

Resource Benefit 

• Acres of wildland fires managed for 
resource benefit 

FACTS 

(Annual) 

 

1.5 Terrestrial Invasive Species  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-GL-INV-01 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater actively participates in 
Cooperative Weed Management Areas (CWMAs), 
which are used to determine weed treatment 
priorities, projects, budgets and annual programs.  
Public awareness is promoted using various forms of 
outreach through the Cooperative Weed 
Management Areas. 

MON-INV-01 
Is the Unit engaging with 
Cooperative Weed 
Management Areas?  
  
*(ii)(vii) 
 

Cooperative Weed Management Areas 
• Number of Cooperative Weed 

Management Areas in which the Unit 
is participating 
 

 

Forest Supervisor’s Office 
Records 

(biennial) 
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FW-DC-INV-01 
Invasive weeds comprise less than 5 percent of the 
plant species composition across the Nez Perce-
Clearwater. No new invasive weed species become 
established in any of the plant communities on the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater.  

FW-OBJ-INV-01 
Treat 6,000 acres annually to contain or reduce non-
native invasive plant density, infestation area, or 
occurrence. Greatest attention will be given to early 
detection and rapid response to new invaders.  
Protection or enhancement for other resources 
concerns will be considered when developing 
invasive weed treatment priorities. 

FW-DC-GS-01   
Bluebunch Wheatgrass Habitat Type Groups:  
Dominated by native bunchgrasses, while conifers 
are absent or occur as scattered individuals. 
Dominant vegetation includes bluebunch wheatgrass 
and Sandburg’s bluegrass, along with a variety of 
native forbs, including arrowleaf balsamroot, lupine, 
phlox, and yarrow. Individual species can vary greatly 
in amount of production depending on growing 
conditions. Plant litter is common component and 
available for soil building and moisture retention. 
There is very little movement of plant litter off-site 
with natural plant mortality typically being low. 
Biological soil crusts are found on almost all soil 
types, but are more commonly found in arid areas 
where plant cover is low and plants are more widely 
spaced. Bare ground is present because of warm dry 
nature of these sites but at low amounts.   

FW-DC-GS-02 
Fescue Habitat Type Groups: Dominated by native 
grasses and sedges, including Idaho fescue, prairie 
junegrass, Sandburg’s bluegrass, western 

MON-INV-02 
Is there a risk of 
nonnative species 
disrupting non-forested 
native plant community 
resilience? 
 
*(ii)(vi)(vii) 
 
 
 

Terrestrial Invasive management  
(BSMS) 
• Number of new establishment of 

invasive species not previously known 
to occur on the unit 

• Total inventoried acres 

• Net infested acres 

• Percent invasive species cover in 
inventoried areas 

• Acres of Prescribed burning in shrub 
and grassland capable landscapes 

• Acres treated (by integrated invasive 
species management approach) in 
shrub and grassland capable 
landscapes 

• Efficacy rating for infestations with 
only one treatment and infestations 
with more than one treatment 

 
Report the above measures by:  
1) Plan level   
2) Bluebunch Wheatgrass habitat type  
3) Fescue habitat type 
4) Shrublands 

 
 
 

TESP-IS 

FACTS 

(annual) 
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needlegrass, elk sedge, Hood’s sedge and assorted 
native forbs, including cinquefoil, pearly pussytoes, 
buckwheat,  biscuitroot, pinkfairies, and geum.  
Biological soil crusts are found on almost all soil types 
while these more moist habitats generally support 
more lichens and mosses than other types of crusts. 
Bare ground is typically low across most sites; plant 
litter is the dominant ground cover and available for 
soil building and moisture retention. Plant litter 
rarely moves off-site.  Conifers are absent or occur as 
scattered individuals.   

FW-DC-GS-03 
Xeric Shrubland Habitat Type Groups:  Dominated by 
an over story of mountain mahogany, hackberry, and 
smooth sumac.  The understory vegetation is 
comprised of a variety of native grasses and forbs, 
including those species occurring within the 
Bluebunch Wheatgrass Habitat Type Groups.  Canopy 
cover varies depending on the site and growing 
conditions, but is typically low to moderate. 
Biological soil crusts are found on almost all soil 
types, but are more commonly found in arid areas 
where plant cover is low and plants are more widely 
spaced. Bare ground is present. Conifers are absent 
or occur as scattered individuals.   

FW-GDL-INV-01 
To reduce the probability of establishment or 
expansion of invasive weeds, management activities 
prone to significant soil disturbance or exposure 
should be planned and implemented with design 
features to address the potential spread of invasive 
weeds.  

MON-INV-03 
To what extent have 
project design features 
been included in decision 
documents in order to 
reduce likelihood of 
invasive weed 
establishment? 
 
*(ii)(vi)(vii) 
 

Design Features 
• Number of decisions with ground 

disturbance 
• Number of above decisions with 

project Design Features included in 
decision document 

• Number of above decisions without 
Design Features included in decision 
document 

• Disclose what Design Features were 
included in decision document   

Project Record – decision 
documents 
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1.6 Soil Resource (SOIL)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-SOIL-01 
Soil productivity and function contributes to the long-
term resilience of ecosystems. 

FW-DC-SOIL-02 
Soil organic matter and down woody material 
support healthy microbial populations, protect soil 
from surface erosion, facilitate soil moisture 
retention, provide nutrients, and maintain soil 
development and biochemical processes. 

FW-DC-SOIL-03 
Volcanic ash-influenced soils are intact and retain 
unique properties, including high soil porosity and 
high water and nutrient holding capacity. 

FW-STD-SOIL-01 
Land management activities shall be designed and 
implemented in a manner that maintains soil 
function and productivity. 

FW-STD-SOIL-03  
Project specific best management practices and 
design features shall be incorporated into land 
management activities as a principle mechanism for 
protecting soil resources. 

MA2 & MA3-GDL-SOIL-01 
To maintain soil productivity, ground-based 
equipment used for vegetation management should 
only operate on slopes less than 45 percent. Tractor 
skidding of logs should only occur on slopes less than 
35 percent to limit detrimental soil disturbance. 
Exceptions can be authorized where soil, slope and 

MON-SOIL-01 
What is the status of soil 
productivity and function 
for project activities? 
 
*(ii)(vii)(viii) 
 

Soil Productivity and Function 
Report by project using pre and post 
monitoring survey* data: 

• Percent areal extent of soils 
functioning properly, functioning at 
risk, not functioning  

• number of vegetation restoration and 
prescribed burning decisions 

• number of vegetation restoration and 
prescribed burning decisions that had 
appropriate design criteria in decision 
document 

• Number and types of BMPs and 
project specific design measures used 
to protect soil resources 

• Acres of existing or past disturbed 
areas reused 

• Number and types of exceptions for 
MA2 & MA3-GDL-SOIL-01  

• Field review of areas between 35 and 
45 percent slope (10% of units) 

  

 

 

Project monitoring data 

NPCLW Forest soil 
monitoring database 

WIT  

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

equipment are determined appropriate to maintain 
soil functions.  

MA2 & MA3-GDL-SOIL-02  
To limit additional soil disturbance, existing or past 
disturbed areas should be utilized before creating 
new soil disturbance for temporary roads, skid trails, 
or landings.  

FW-DC-SOIL-02 
Soil organic matter and down woody material 
support healthy microbial populations, protect soil 
from surface erosion, facilitate soil moisture 
retention, provide nutrients, and maintain soil 
development and biochemical processes. 

FW-GDL-SOIL-02 
Project activities should provide sufficient effective 
ground cover such as litter, fine and coarse wood 
material, or vegetation with a post-implementation 
target of 85 percent aerial extent of an activity area 
to retain soil moisture, support soil development, 
provide nutrients, and reduce soil erosion. The depth 
and distribution of organic matter reflects the 
amounts that occur for the local ecological type and 
natural wildland fire regime. 

MA2 and MA3-GDL-FOR-01 
Across All PVT Groups: To ensure sufficient organic 
materials to maintain nutrient cycling and soil 
biology, and to provide habitat structure for various 
terrestrial wildlife, levels listed in Table 10 of downed 
coarse woody material (greater than 3 inches) should 
be retained onsite following regeneration harvest 
and fuels management and site preparation 
activities. The following amounts are recommended 
by Graham et al (1994) and are intended to give 

MON-SOIL-02 
Are post management 
activities conserving 
forest floor and coarse 
woody debris at levels 
that maintain dynamic 
soil quality? 
 
*(ii)(vii)(viii) 
 

Post-treatment forest floor conditions 
Report by project using pre and post 
monitoring survey* data: 

• Number of activity areas meeting and 
not meeting the Coarse Woody Debris 
guidelines (tons/acres)  

• Visual ground cover estimates  

• Soil burn severity 

Project monitoring data 

NPCLW Forest soil 
monitoring database 

WIT  

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

general direction for retention of coarse woody 
debris within PVT groups. If sufficient downed coarse 
woody material is unavailable, standing retained 
trees and snags may be counted toward meeting the 
numbers in table below. Exceptions to vary from the 
ranges listed in Table 10 may occur in areas near 
administrative sites, developed recreation sites, 
sensitive natural resources, or historic properties. 
Coarse woody material should be well distributed 
across each treatment unit. 

FW-DC-SOIL-01 
 
FW-OBJ-SOIL-01 
Restore impaired soil acreage within timber harvest 
units annually. 

FW-STD-SOIL-02 
In order to maintain long-term soil productivity, 
impaired soil function created through management 
activities, including fire suppression, shall be 
rehabilitated to reestablish soil function to the 
appropriate site potential. Limited short term or site-
scale effects from soil rehabilitation actions may be 
acceptable when they support long-term benefits to 
soil resources. 

MA2 & MA3-GDL-SOIL-03 
When conducting management activities that have 
the potential to impair soil function and productivity, 
areas of impaired soil function from past 
management activities should be treated in order to 
facilitate long-term soil productivity and function.  

MA2 & MA3-GDL-SOIL-05 
After a road is decommissioned or after cessation of 
management activities on temporary roads, soil 

MON-SOIL-03 
Were impaired soils 
restored to provide for 
improved soil function?  
 
(Note: this is short term 
collection of info to 
establish if continued 
collection of information 
is needed) 
 
*(ii)(vii)(viii) 
 

Soil Restoration 
Report by project using pre and post 
monitoring survey* data: 

• Acres and types of soil restoration 
treatment 

• Effectiveness of restoration 
treatments – improved soil quality and 
function 

• Miles or acres of impaired soils 
function from past management 
activities needed to treat through 
stewardship or service contracts 
(areas not reused by purchaser) 

• Cost of treatments 

 

Project monitoring data 

NPCLW Forest soil 
monitoring database 

WIT  

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

function appropriate to the site potential shall be 
restored, using demonstrably effective methods. 

FW-DC-SOIL-01 
 
FW-GDL-SOIL-01 
To maintain soil stability, ground-disturbing 
management activities should not occur on field 
verified mass movement areas if they have the 
potential to trigger a slope failure.  Vegetation 
management activities may be authorized to provide 
for long-term slope stability. 

MON-SOIL-04 
Were unstable slopes 
identified and slope 
stability maintained post 
management activity? 
 
*(ii)(vii)(viii) 
 

Slope failures and terrain stability 
 Report by project:  

• Number of slope failures (by natural 
occurrences, by management actions) 

• Number mass movement areas if they 
have the potential to trigger a slope 
failure that were identified during 
projects 

• Number and types of actions  to avoid 
impacts to mass movement areas 

• Number and types of  activities where 
exceptions were activated to better 
maintain slope stability long term 

Project monitoring data 

NPCLW Forest soil 
monitoring database 

WIT  

(annual) 

FW-DC-SOIL-03 
Volcanic ash-influenced soils are intact and retain 
unique properties, including high soil porosity and 
high water and nutrient holding capacity. 

FW-STD-SOIL-03  
Project specific best management practices and 
design features shall be incorporated into land 
management activities as a principle mechanism for 
protecting soil resources. 

 

MON- SOIL-05 
To what extent are soils 
with ash cap retaining 
unique properties during 
project activities? 
 
*(ii)(vii)(viii) 
 

Soils with ash cap 
Report by project using pre and post 
monitoring survey* data: 

• Acres of disturbed ash cap (removal, 
mixing with subsurface soil, 
compacting) 

• Number and types of actions taken to 
reduce ash cap impacts 

• Number and types of BMP in decision 
documents 

• effectiveness of the BMPs applied 
(qualitative assessment project 
implementation reviews) 

Project monitoring data 

NPCLW Forest soil 
monitoring database 

WIT  

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-SOIL-01 
 
FW-STD-SOIL-03  
Project specific best management practices and 
design features shall be incorporated into land 
management activities as a principle mechanism for 
protecting soil resources. 

MA2 & MA3-GDL-SOIL-04 
To maintain long term soil productivity, when 
conducting post wildland fire vegetation 
management activities, avoid permanent soil 
impairment on soils that have verified high soil burn 
severity. 

MON-SOIL-06 
Were severely burned 
soils protected during 
salvage harvest activities? 

 

*(ii)(vii)(viii) 
 

Severely burned soils 
Report by project  

• Number of activity areas with verified 
high soil burn severity 

• Number and types of BMPs and 
project specific design measures used 
to protect soil resources 

 
Severely burned soils will be identified 
using Field guide for mapping post-fire 
soil burn severity (RMRS-GTR-243; 
Parsons et al. 2010). 

Project monitoring data 

NPCLW Forest soil 
monitoring database 

WIT  

(annual) 

 

*Current direction for pre and post monitoring requires use of National Soil Disturbance Monitoring Protocol - Volumes 1 and 2 (Page-Dumroese et al. 2009) 

1.7 Water and Aquatic Resources (WTR)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-GL-WTR-01 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater works with appropriate 
agencies to control the expansion of aquatic invasive 
species. 

FW-GL-WTR-02 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater builds and maintains 
partnerships to fund and implement projects that 
result in improved watershed and stream conditions. 

MON-WTR-01 
What is the status of 
partnerships? 
 
*(i)(ii)(vii) 
 

 

Partnerships 
• % match of total implementation cost 

of watershed restoration projects  

• Number of partners 

• Number and types of restoration 
projects 

Supervisor’s Office Records 
 
 (annual) 

FW-DC-WTR-02 
Spatial connectivity exists within or between 
watersheds. Lateral, longitudinal, and drainage 
network connections include floodplains, wetlands, 
upslope areas, headwater tributaries, and intact 

MON-WTR-02 
Are management actions 
improving hydrologic and 

Connectivity 

• Acres or miles of restoration activities 
targeted towards reconnection of 
habitat 

INFRA 

WIT 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

habitat refugia. These network connections provide 
chemically and physically unobstructed routes to 
areas critical for fulfilling life history requirements of 
aquatic, riparian-associated, and many upland 
species of plants and animals. 

FW-OBJ-WTR-03 
Reconnect 10 to 20 miles of habitat in streams 
disconnected by roads or culverts where aquatic and 
riparian-associated species’ migratory needs are 
limiting distribution of those species. Every 5 years. 

aquatic habitat 
connectivity? 

*(ii)(iv)  
 

• Number of AOPs installed or fish 
passage barriers removed 

(annual) 

 

 

FW-DC-WTR-03 
Aquatic habitats contribute to ecological conditions 
capable of supporting self-sustaining populations of 
native species and diverse plant, invertebrate, and 
vertebrate aquatic and riparian-dependent species. 
Aquatic habitats are key contributors to for the 
recovery of threatened and endangered fish species 
and provide important habitat components for all 
native aquatic species. 

FW-DC-WTR-04  
Instream habitat conditions for managed watersheds 
move in concert with or towards those in reference 
watersheds. Aquatic habitats are diverse, with 
channel characteristics and water quality reflective of 
the climate, geology, and natural vegetation of the 
area. Instream habitat conditions across the forest, 
such as large woody material, percent pools, residual 
pool depth, median particle size, and percent fines 
are within reference ranges as defined by agency 
monitoring (e.g. PIBO) and match the frequency 
distribution of comparable reference sites for a given 
channel type, channel size, climate, and geomorphic 
setting.  

 

MON-WTR-03 
What is the status and 
trend of aquatic habitat? 

*(i)(ii)(iv)  
 

Aquatic Habitat 

• Trend in measured stream metrics 
(pools, woody frequency, back angle, 
channel substrate, median substrate 
size D50, aquatic invertebrates, 
percent fines, residual pool depth, 
percent pools) 

 

PIBO  

(5 years)  

Forest, partner data 

(annual, by project) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-WTR-06 
Sediment delivery to streams is of the types, 
quantities, and rates that support the natural 
instream sediment transport and storage rates and 
instream sediment substrate composition. The 
sediment regime in water bodies is not chronically 
affected by management activities to the extent that 
the availability of functioning spawning areas and 
interstitial spaces are reduced. 

FW-DC-WTR-10 
Critical habitat components (primary constituent 
elements and primary biological features) provide 
the ecological conditions necessary to achieve 
species recovery. Spawning, rearing, and migratory 
habitats are widely available and inhabited. Listed 
aquatic species have access to historic habitat and 
appropriate life history strategies (e.g. bull trout 
resident, fluvial, adfluvial, and anadromy) are 
supported. 

FW-OBJ-WTR-02 
Enhance or restore stream habitat to maintain or 
restore structure, composition, and function of 
habitat for fisheries and other aquatic species. 
Activities include, but are not limited to, berm 
removal, large woody debris placement, road 
decommissioning or storm proofing, riparian 
planting, and channel reconstruction. Every 5 years. 

FW-OBJ-WTR-03 

FW-DC-WTR-05 
Water quality, including groundwater, meets or 
exceeds applicable state water quality standards, 
fully supports designated beneficial uses, and is of 
sufficient quality to support surrounding 
communities, municipal water supplies, and natural 

MON-WTR-04 
What is the status and 
trend of water quality?   

MON-WTR-05 

Water Quality 

• Number and locations of stream 
reaches listed in the IDEQ integrated 
report (303d/305b) 

 

Idaho State 303d/ 305b 
integrated report  

(2 years) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

resources. The Forest has no documented lands or 
areas that are delivering water, sediment, nutrients, 
and/or chemical pollutants that would result in 
conditions that violate the State of Idaho’s water 
quality standards or are permanently above natural 
or background levels. 

What is the progress 
towards delisting 
impaired water bodies on 
NFS lands? 

 

*(i)(ii) 

• Miles of impaired waters (303(d) 
listed) 

• Miles of waters under an approved 
TMDL 

• List of projects (acres, miles, types) 
completed that contribute to delisting 
303d listed watersheds and/or 
contributed to meeting TMDLs 

WIT 

INFRA 

 (annual) 

FW-DC-WTR-07. Instream flows are sufficient to 
create and sustain riparian, aquatic, and wetland 
habitats and to retain patterns of sediment, nutrient, 
and wood routing. The timing, magnitude, duration, 
and spatial distribution of peak, high, and low flows 
are retained. Stream flow regimes maintain riparian 
ecosystems and natural channel and floodplain 
dimensions. Stream channels transport sediment and 
woody material over time while maintaining 
reference dimensions (e.g., bankfull width, depth, 
entrenchment ratio, slope and sinuosity). 

MON-WTR-06 
Are management actions 
impacting flow regimes? 

*(i)(ii) 

Water Quantity 

• Number of decisions that included 
project specific design features to limit 
impacts to flow regimes 

• Number and size of vegetation 
openings by subwatershed scale (0-40 
acre, 40-100, 100-200, 200-300, 300-
375, 375+) 

Forest Supervisor’s Office 

FACTS 

(annual) 

FW-DC-WTR-11 
Water cooling mechanisms in unconfined channels 
that are dependent on the exchange of surface water 
and groundwater are functioning at full potential. 
Cooling mechanisms include dynamic scouring and 
bar formation, activation of side channels during high 
flow events, and inundation of the full floodplain 
extent during floods with an approximate 5-10 year 
return interval.  

MON-WTR-07 
Are management 
activities improving 
wetland and floodplain 
function? 

*(i)(ii)(iv) 

Thermal Refugia and Floodplain 
Function 

• Number and types of projects to 
improve wetland/floodplain function  
(e.g. relocating roads located in 
meadows and floodplains to keep 
water subsurface for as long as 
possible before it hits stream channel) 

INFRA 

WIT 

(annual) 

 

FW-DC-WTR-12 
Watershed restoration projects promote the long-
term ecological integrity of aquatic ecosystems and 
conserve the genetic integrity of native species. 

 

MON-WTR-08 
Are watershed/aquatic 
restoration projects being 
implemented at a rate 

Watershed and Aquatic Restoration 

• Comparison of aquatic and riparian 
restoration management actions 

NEPA decision documents 

INFRA 

WIT 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-OBJ-WTR-01 
Complete all priority work identified in watershed 
restoration action plans for priority watersheds as 
identified under the Watershed Condition 
Framework process in the following number of 
watersheds every 15 years. 
FW-OBJ-WTR-02 
FW-OBJ-WTR-03 
FW-OBJ-WTR-04 
Improve soil and watershed conditions, emphasizing 
actions in priority watersheds and Conservation 
Watershed Network watersheds. This includes non-
system road decommissioning. Every 5 years. 
FW-OBJ-RMZ-01 
Improve 300 to 700 acres of riparian habitat. 
Improvements can be actions such as road 
obliteration, riparian planting, reconnecting 
floodplains by removing road prisms or berms, etc. 
Every 5 years. 
FW-OBJ-CWN-01 
Conservation Watershed Networks are the highest 
priority for restoration actions for native fish and 
other aquatic species. Assess 500 miles of 
maintenance level 1 (e.g., intermittent stored) roads 
to identify those roads that either have the potential 
to, or are most negatively interacting with adjacent 
streams. Every 5 years. 
FW-OBJ-CWN-02 
Conservation Watershed Networks are the highest 
priority for restoration actions for the aquatic 
environment. Stormproof roads in Conservation 
Watershed Network prioritized for restoration as 
funding allows to benefit threatened and endangered 
aquatic species and municipal watersheds. Every 5 
years. 

consistent with Forest 
Plan objectives? 

 

*(i)(ii)(iv)(vii) 

 

included in decisions to Forest Plan 
objectives 

• Number, type, and locations  of  
essential restoration actions 
completed in priority watersheds 
(WCF), including the identification of 
the WCC indicator(s) the project 
improved 

• Acres or miles of essential restoration 
in priority watersheds (WCF). 

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-OBJ-INF-01 
Decommission or place into intermittent stored 
service 30 miles of FS system roads. Priorities shall 
include roads causing resource damage in priority 
watersheds and/or where roads chronically fail. 
Priorities shall also include obliterating previously 
decommissioned roads that utilized earlier methods, 
such as only removing culverts and abandoning road 
templates on mid-slope roads. Every 5 years. 

FW-OBJ-INF-02 
Complete reconstruction or road improvement 
projects. Priorities shall include reducing effects on 
desired aquatic and riparian conditions from chronic 
sediment delivery or potential future road prism 
failures. Every 5 years. 

FW-OBJ-INF-03 
Annually maintain operational maintenance level 2 
through 5 roads. 

FW-STD-WTR-02. Project-specific best management 
practices (BMPs, including both Federal and state 
BMPs) shall be incorporated in land use and project 
plans as a principle mechanism for controlling non-
point pollution sources, to meet soil and watershed 
desired conditions, and to protect beneficial uses. 

MON-WTR-09 
Are appropriate BMPs 
incorporated in project 
decision documents? 

*(i)(vii) 

Best Management Practices 
• Number and types of BMPS 

incorporated into projects 

• Project implementation monitoring 
summary 

• National Core BMP monitoring 

NEPA decision documents 

Project monitoring  

National Core BMP 
Monitoring database  

 (annual) 

FW-STD-WTR-04. Where aquatic and riparian desired 
conditions are being achieved, projects shall maintain 
those conditions. Where aquatic and riparian desired 
conditions are not yet achieved, and to the degree 
that project activities would contribute to those 
conditions, projects shall restore or not retard 
attainment of desired conditions. Short term adverse 
effects from project activities may occur when they 
support the long-term recovery of aquatic and 

MON-WTR-10 
Are management actions 
moving towards the 
attainment of aquatic and 
riparian desired 
conditions? 

 

Aquatic and Riparian Desired 
Conditions 
• Number of decisions affecting soils, 

water, fisheries, and aquatic 
ecosystems  

• Within decisions, types of restoration 
actions to move towards aquatic and 
riparian desired conditions 

NEPA decision documents 

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

riparian desired conditions and federally listed 
species. Exceptions to this standard include situations 
where Forest Service authorities are limited (1872 
Mining Law, state water right, etc.). In those cases, 
project effects shall be minimized and not retard 
attainment of desired conditions for watersheds, to 
the extent possible within Forest Service authorities. 

*(i)(ii)(iv) 

 

• Within decisions, types of design 
features or BMPs incorporated to 
increase the potential for attainment 
of aquatic and riparian desired 
conditions 

• Number of decisions that incorporated 
Multiscale Analysis and the Stream 
Conditions Indicator Assessment  

    

1.8 Conservation Watershed Network (CWN)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-CWN-01 
Conservation Watershed Networks have functionally 
intact ecosystems that provide high-quality water 
and contribute to and enhance the conservation and 
recovery of threatened or endangered fish species 
and aquatic species of conservation concern.  

FW-DC-CWN-03 
Roads in the Conservation Watershed Network 
present minimal risk to aquatic resources. 

FW-OBJ-CWN-01 
Conservation Watershed Networks are the highest 
priority for restoration actions for native fish and 
other aquatic species. Assess 500 miles of 
maintenance level 1 (e.g., intermittent stored) roads 
to identify those roads that either have the potential 
to, or are most negatively interacting with adjacent 
streams. Every 5 years. 

 
 

MON-CWN-01 
Are management actions 
decreasing the effects of 
system roads on aquatic 
resources? 

 

*(i)(ii)(iv) 

 

Roads in CWN 

• Length of system road that affect 
hydrologic function in CWN 
watersheds where system road 
construction or reconstruction 
occurred, specifically in 
subwatersheds with Endangered 
Species Act critical habitat for aquatic 
species or containing listed aquatic 
species. 

• Miles of road stormproofed in CWN 
watersheds. 

• The length of Operational 
Maintenance Level 1 road surveyed 
and treated in CWN watersheds that 
are causing aquatic resource 
impairment 

INFRA 

WIT  

(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-OBJ-CWN-02 
Conservation Watershed Networks are the highest 
priority for restoration actions for the aquatic 
environment. Stormproof roads in Conservation 
Watershed Network prioritized for restoration as 
funding allows to benefit threatened and endangered 
aquatic species and municipal watersheds. Every 5 
years. 

FW-STD-CWN-01 
In Conservation Network Watersheds not meeting 
aquatic and riparian desired conditions, activities 
shall be designed and implemented in a manner that 
supports, and/or contributes towards the recovery of 
federally listed species and the achievement of these 
desired conditions, and does not retard them when 
evaluated at the HUC12 subwatershed scale. Short 
term adverse effects from project activities may 
occur when they support the long-term recovery of 
aquatic and riparian desired conditions and federally 
listed species. 

MON-CWN-02 
Are management actions 
moving towards the 
attainment of aquatic and 
riparian desired 
conditions and 
contributes to the 
recovery of federally 
listed species? 

 

*(i)(ii)(iv) 

 

ESA listed Fish Recovery, Aquatic and 
Riparian Desired Conditions 
• Number of decisions with activities 

located within CWN that incorporated 
Multiscale Analysis and the Stream 
Conditions Indicator Assessment 

• Number and  types of restoration 
actions to move towards aquatic and 
riparian desired conditions or 
contribute to the recovery of federally 
listed species 

• Number and types of design features 
or BMPs incorporated to increase the 
potential for attainment of aquatic 
and riparian desired conditions or 
contribute to the recovery of federally 
listed species 

NEPA decision documents 

(annual) 
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1.9 Riparian Management Zones (RMZ)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-RMZ-01 
RMZs reflect a natural composition of native flora 
and fauna and a distribution of physical, chemical, 
and biological conditions as compared to reference 
conditions. The species composition and structural 
diversity of native plant communities in riparian 
management zones provide adequate summer and 
winter thermal regulation, nutrient filtering, 
appropriate rates of surface erosion, bank erosion, 
and channel migration. Nutrients, large woody 
debris, and fine particulate organic matter are 
supplied in amounts and distributions sufficient to 
sustain physical complexity and stability.  

FW-DC-RMZ-02 
RMZs feature key riparian processes and conditions 
that function consistent with local disturbance 
regimes, including slope stability and associated 
vegetative root strength, wood delivery to streams 
and within the RMZs, input of leaf and organic matter 
to aquatic and terrestrial systems, solar shading, 
microclimate, and water quality.  

MON-RMZ-01 
To what extent are 
management actions 
improving riparian 
conditions?  

 

*(i)(ii)(iv) 

 

Riparian Condition 

• Acres of RMZs improved through 
activities, including but not limited to, 
road decommissioning, riparian 
planting , reconstruction of floodplains  

• Vegetation management type, 
prescription, and acres treated within 
RMZs 

• Miles of road, and road/stream 
crossings relocated or improved inside 
RMZs 

WIT 

INFRA 

FACTS  

(annual) 

 

FW-STD-RMZ-01 
Timber harvest as a tool to assist in achieving or 
maintaining desired conditions of the plan, and in 
order to protect other multiple use values, shall 
occur in RMZs only as necessary to enhance or 
restore conditions for aquatic and riparian resources, 
with limited exceptions. When RMZ desired 
conditions are met, projects shall maintain those 
conditions. When aquatic and RMZ desired 
conditions are not yet achieved, projects or 
permitted activities shall contribute to the 

MON-RMZ-01 
What type and amount of 
vegetation management 
activities are occurring 
within RMZs? 

 
 
*(i)(ii)(iv) 

 

Vegetation Management 
• Number, locations, and types of 

vegetation management actions in 
RMZs  

 

NEPA decision documents 
 
FACTS 
 
WIT 
 
(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

attainment of aquatic and riparian desired 
conditions.  

FW-STD-RMZ-06 
Direct ignition of prescribed fire in RMZs shall not be 
used unless: 
• The actions will not retard attaining water, aquatic 

and riparian desired conditions; 
• Existing stream conditions are maintained or 

enhanced, and adverse effects to threatened or 
endangered species and their designated critical 
habitat are avoided; and  

• Ignition will occur no closer than 150 feet to 
category 1 RMZs, 100 feet to category 2 and 3 
RMZs, and 50 feet to category 4 RMZs. 

 

1.10 Wildlife 

Wildlife (WL) 
*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-WL-01  
NPCLW provides habitat conditions for Federally 
Listed Threatened, Endangered and Candidate plant 
and animal species that contribute to their recovery 
to the point at which listing is no longer appropriate. 
Habitat used by federally listed species provide 
conditions to meet their life history needs. 

FW-STD-WL-01.  
Canada lynx habitat shall be managed in accordance 
with Northern Rockies Lynx Management Direction 

MON-WL-01 
What is the status of lynx 
habitat and occupancy? 
 
*(ii)(iv)  
 
 

Lynx suitable habitat (from BSMS) 
• Stand age class 

• Number LAU suitable  

• Number LAU not suitable 

 
Lynx occupancy (trend)  
Report by occupied and unoccupied 
habitat (as mapped by Figure 1-1 LMRD) 
(from BSMS) 
 

Regional Office Habitat 
Modelling 
 
Regional Office -  
Unoccupied monitoring 
database  
 
Regional Office/Rocky 
Mountain Mesocarnivore 
database 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

(2007) and ROD, and any amendments, updates, or 
new direction forthcoming. 

• Number of detections/non-detection 

• Individual ID for those detections 
(females, multiple individuals) 

 
 

State Heritage database 

NRM – Wildlife  

(annual) 

FW-DC-WL-02 
Ecological conditions in the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
planning area provide for, or contribute, to the 
persistence of populations of species of conservation 
concern over the long term, with sufficient 
distribution to be resilient and adaptable to stressors 
and likely future environments. 

MON-WL-02 
What is the status 
ecological conditions in 
Ponderosa pine habitat 
important for the white-
headed woodpecker, 
(species of conservation 
concern-SCC)? 

White-headed woodpecker habitat 
conditions 
• presence of very large trees in PP  

• acres of Ponderosa pine in open park 
like setting (not encroached with 
Douglas fir and Grand fir) 

• acres of Ponderosa pine encroached 
with DF and GF 

• Trend in White-headed Woodpecker 
occupancy in coordination with Boise 
State 

FIA 
State Heritage Data 
IDFG surveys 
IBO reports on survey 
results 
NRM wildlife observations 
IMBCR survey data 
eDNA  
Unit surveys 
IDFG survey data 
NRM wildlife databases 
 
(annual) 

FW-DC-WL-02 
Ecological conditions across NPCLW area provide for, 
or contribute, to the persistence of populations of 
species of conservation concern over the long term, 
with sufficient distribution to be resilient and 
adaptable to stressors and likely future 
environments. 

MON-WL-03 
What is the occupancy 
status of harlequin ducks 
(species of conservation 
concern-SCC) in selected 
stream reaches? 
 
*(ii)(iv) 

Harlequin duck occupancy 
• presence/absence broods in selected 

steam reaches 

• Number occupied watersheds 

• Habitat quality metrics (TBD from 
PIBO data set) 

eDNA  
unit surveys 
PIBO 
State Heritage Data 
NRM wildlife observations 
IDFG survey data 
 
(annual) 

FW-DC-WL-02 
Ecological conditions in the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
planning area provide for, or contribute, to the 
persistence of populations of species of conservation 
concern over the long term, with sufficient 

MON-WL-04 
What is the occupancy 
status of mountain quail 
(species of conservation 
concern-SCC) in selected 
stream sites? 
 

Mountain Quail occupancy 
 (for selected sites – TBD) 
• Number Occupied sites 

• Number unoccupied sites 

• Presence/absence of California quail 
and Chukars at sites  

Forest Supervisor’ Office 
State Heritage 
IDFG surveys 
IBO reports on survey 
results 
NRM wildlife 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

distribution to be resilient and adaptable to stressors 
and likely future environments. 

GA-DC-SR-02. Mountain quail habitat emulates 
historic natural range of variation, provides 
connectivity, and is dominated by plant native 
species. 

GA-OBJ-SR-01. 100 acres of mountain quail habitat 
are restored in each five-year period. 

*(ii)(iv)  
 

• Acres and locations of tall shrub 
component of riparian habitat in 
lower elevation streams in Salmon 
River country.  - via aerial photos  

 
 

(3 year intervals) 

FW-DC-WL-03 
The arrangement of vegetation patches range widely 
in size, shape and structure to provide connectivity 
for wildlife.  Patches are juxtaposed across the 
landscape forming a landscape pattern consistent 
with natural range of variation. These patterns vary 
by habitat type group, slope, aspect, and topographic 
position. Species are able to move freely across and 
between habitats, allowing for dispersal, migration 
genetic interaction, and species recruitment. 

FW-GDL-WL-01 
In order to provide connectivity between watershed 
basins (HUC 10), corridors of mature and mid seral 
forest with canopy closure greater than 40% should 
be retained and should connect to patches of mature 
forest in adjacent watershed basins. Considerations 
for location and width should include topography, 
elevation and configuration of riparian areas. 

FW-GDL-WL-02 
Infrastructure such as communication towers and 
energy developments, should not be located such 
that they adversely affect dispersal, migration, crucial 
winter habitat or movement of wildlife. 

 

MON-WL-05 
What management 
actions or design features 
have occurred to trend 
patch size and pattern 
towards NRV or maintain 
connectivity?  
 
*(ii)(vii) 

Vegetation Patch size and Connectivity 
• Number types, and locations of 

actions that contributes to or impacts 
desired patch size - by decisions and 
by implementation  

• Number, type, and locations of actions 
with mature and midseral forest 
canopy with > 40% canopy  

• types of methods used to retain 
corridor (width, size, etc.) 

• reasons why corridor guideline was 
not applied 

• Number and locations of fire 
suppression in non-wilderness areas 

• Number, acres, and locations of 
wildland fires used for resource 
benefits Number types, and locations 
of actions that contribute to desired 
patch size - by decisions and by 
implementation  

• Number and locations of fire 
suppression in non-wilderness areas 

 
Forest Supervisor’ Office 
Project Record Files  
 
 
 
(Biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-DC-RWILD-02 
Recommended wilderness areas are characterized by 
a natural environment where ecological processes 
and disturbances (e.g., natural succession, fire, 
avalanches, insects and diseases) are the primary 
forces affecting the composition, structure, and 
patterns of vegetation and these processes function 
with a limited amount of human influence. 

MA2-DC-RWILD-03 
Recommended wilderness areas facilitate the 
connectivity and movement of wildlife species across 
the NPCLW by remaining large areas with little 
human activity.  

MA2-DC-IRA-02 
The composition, structure, and pattern of 
vegetation reflect natural disturbances and follow 
Idaho Roadless Rule themes as assigned. 

• Number, acres, and locations of 
wildland fires used for resource 
benefits 

• Acres transferred to FS ownership in 
key corridors 

 

FW-DC-WL-04 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater provides the ecological 
conditions for the long term persistence of fisher, 
whose habitat generally follows the distribution of 
the Warm Moist Potential Vegetation Type even 
though fishers sometimes use other potential 
vegetation types. Fisher habitat is composed of large 
patches of tall forest with trees greater than or equal 
to 25 meters tall arranged in complex, highly 
connected patterns at the 20-40 square mile 
landscape scale. Patches of tall forest cover an extent 
of approximately fifty percent across the Warm Moist 
Potential Vegetation Type Group forest wide 
consistent with the desired conditions found in Table 
5 in Warm Moist Potential Vegetation Type section. 
At the eight square mile home range scale, fishers 

MON-WL-06 
What is the status of 
ecological conditions 
provided for fisher and 
the change in fisher 
occupancy? 
 
*(ii)(iv) 

Fisher habitat and occupancy 
• Relative large scale connectivity  

• Number types, acres, and locations of 
actions that contribute to early 
successional stages  

• Number of detections/non-detection 

• Individual ID for those detections 
(females, multiple individuals) 

• Acres Tall trees >25m 

• Tall forest connected at landscape 
scale 

• Acres of Projects that change the 
above tall forest connectivity 

Supervisor’s Office Records 

Relative Connectivity metric 
from Joel Sauder work 
(Modelling every 5 yrs) 

Regional Office/Rocky 
Mountain Mesocarnivore 
database (3 year rotation) 

State Heritage database 

NRM – Wildlife 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

benefit from variety in successional stages resulting 
from a patchy mosaic of stand heights that occur in 
patterns that reflects natural disturbance (see Warm 
Moist Potential Vegetation Type). The shapes, sizes, 
distribution, density and height of forest patches vary 
by topography, slope, aspect, and topographic 
position such as ridge, mid-slope, toe slope, valley 
bottom to provide variety in seasonal habitats, 
denning, and foraging fisher habitat. Some stands of 
tall forests, distributed across the Warm Moist 
Potential Vegetation Type, provide a high prevalence 
of large trees and snags of twenty or greater inches 
diameter at breast height, abundant coarse woody 
debris, and multiple denning and resting habitat 
canopy layers(Sauder and Rachlow 2014, Sauder 
2014).  
FW-DC-WL-05 
Bighorn sheep habitats provide grass and forbs with 
high protein content, which is maintained by natural 
disturbance, juxtaposed near rugged escape cover. 
Bighorn sheep habitat reflects its historic distribution 
and connectivity. Habitat is composed of native 
vegetation including upland shrublands, upland 
grasslands, riparian shrublands, and riparian 
woodlands.    

MON-WL-07 
What is status of bighorn 
sheep abundance and 
management actions 
within their occupied 
habitat?  
 
*(ii)(vii) 

Bighorn sheep abundance  
• Number individuals 

• Number and types of actions in 
bighorn sheep habitat 

State counts 
FACTS 
INFRA 
WIT 
TESP-IS 

(biennial) 

FW-DC-BIOPHY-04 
Biophysical features continue to provide habitat for 
species, particularly bats, that require specialized 
niches for raising young, roosting, and overwintering. 
New bat diseases, such as white-nose syndrome 
(Pseudogymnoascus destructans), are not introduced 
into biophysical features. 

 
 

MON-WL-08 
 
To what extent have 
management actions 
occurred to maintain bat 
habitat? 
 
*(ii)(vi) 

Bat habitat  
• Locations of known detections of 

Pseudogymnoascus destructans (Pd 
fungus) surrounding NPC national 
forest lands 

• Number mine closures using bat 
friendly devices and non-entombing 
measures 

INFRA 
TESP-IS 

(biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-GDL-WL-03 
When closing mines, actions should be taken to avoid 
loss of bat maternity or hibernation habitat, and/or 
bat entombment.    

• Number mine closures not requiring 
bat friendly devices and non-
entombing measures 

• Number bat habitat surveys 
conducted where potentially 
warranted 

• Number where no bat habitat surveys 
conducted where potential warranted 

 
Wildlife-Multiple Uses (WLMU) 
*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-WLMU-01 
Habitat supports opportunities for hunting, fishing, 
trapping, gathering, observing, photography, 
subsistence, cultural interactions and the exercise of 
treaty reserved rights. Wildlife are distributed in 
habitats within their respective seasonal ranges.  

FW-DC-WLMU-02 
Habitats in each potential vegetation type function 
within desired range of variation to contribute to 
multiple use wildlife needs. 

FW-DC-WLMU-03 
At the forest scale, habitat for wild ungulates 
provides conditions to meet life history requirements 
year-round. Vegetation in these habitats are 
primarily composed of native plants. 

FW-DC-WLMU-05 
Natural processes contribute to the mosaic of 
habitats needed by ungulates.  

MON-WL-09 
Is big game habitat 
supporting opportunities 
for hunting? 
 
big game species: elk, 
moose, deer, goat, 
bighorn sheep 
 
*(ii)(v) 
 

Big Game Habitat  
• Big game population numbers by 

hunting district 

• Acres of FS and private lands within 
each hunting district 

• Acres and types of actions taken to 
restore, improve habitat 

• Acres, number, actions that improve 
the distribution of elk/wildlife (e.g. 
roads closed for security – or any 
other actions that improve security) 

• Acres, Number, and types of actions in 
MA2 (ID roadless areas) 

• Number, acres, and locations of 
wildland fires for resource benefits 

• Number of wildland fires suppressed 
by managed areas 

FIA 

State big game counts 

FACTS 

INFRA 

WIT 

(biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-DC-04 
Habitat configuration, distribution, and composition 
provide ecological conditions to increase elk herds.  

• Number wildland fire starts by 
managed areas 

 
Also use indicators and measures from 
MON-VEG-01 through MON-VEG-11 to 
evaluate status of this desired 
conditions, such as amount of early 
seral forest conditions that provide 
foraging resources for big game. 

FW-DC-WLMU-03 
At the Forest scale, habitat for wild ungulates 
provides conditions to meet life history requirements 
year-round. Vegetation in these habitats are 
primarily composed of native plants. 

FW-GDL-WLMU-01 
When implementing projects, consider taking action 
to improve effectiveness of road closures and other 
travel plan decisions to reduce unauthorized 
motorized use. 

MON-WL-10 
Mountain Goat 
What management and 
unauthorized actions are 
occurring in mountain 
goat habitat?  
 
*(ii)(v) 

Mountain goat 
• extent of motorized use within 

mountain goat habitat 

• Number actions that enhance 
mountain goat habitat 

 

 
 

 

Elk (ELK) 
*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-ELK-01 
Habitat conditions maintain or improve elk habitat 
use, and provides nutritional resources sufficient to 
support productive elk populations. The amount and 
distribution of early seral nutritional resources are 
consistent with the desired conditions in the 
Forestlands and Meadow, Grasslands, and 

Mon-ELK-01 Elk 
How much high quality 
nutritional resources are 
usable by elk within each 
MA? 

Nutritional Resources 
• Amount of high quality nutritional 

resources usable by elk within each 
MA 

Facts 

Forage Nutrition Potential 
layer 

High Quality forage Layer   

(Biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

Shrublands sections. Elk habitat quality is not 
degraded by invasive species.  

FW-DC-ELK-02 
Elk populations are distributed throughout the 
planning area in suitable habitats.  Motorized access 
does not preclude use of high or moderate quality 
nutritional resources. 

MA1-DC-ELK-01 
Elk habitats in Management Area 1 provide 
nutritional resources primarily through natural 
processes and are consistent with the natural range 
of variation. Vegetation is composed of native plants. 

MA1-OBJ-ELK-01 
Treat 500 acres of invasive weeds in elk habitat every 
5 years. 

MON-ELK-02 
Is there a risk of 
nonnative species 
disrupting Elk habitat 
quality? 

 

Elk Habitat 
• Acres of elk habitat infested by 

invasive weeds. 

• Number of projects undertaken to 
reduce or control invasive weeds in 
management area one. 

• Number of acres treated to control 
noxious weeds in Management Area 
1. 

Supervisors Record 

Forage Nutrition Potential 
layer 

High Quality forage Layer   

INFRA 

(Biennial) 

 

MA2-DC-IRA-04 
Habitat configuration, distribution, and composition 
provide ecological conditions to increase elk herds.  

MA2-DC-ELK-01 
High quality elk nutrition increases so that between 
10%-20% of each Hydrologic Unit Code 12 in 
Management Area 2 produces at least 2.6kcal/gram 
of dietary digestible energy, while remaining 
consistent with desired conditions for vegetation 
described in the Forestlands section.   

MA2-DC-ELK-02 
Areas at least 5000 acres in size exist without 
motorized access open to the public to maintain 
habitat use by elk. Areas of high and moderate 

MON-ELK-03 
Is high quality forage for 
elk increasing within 
Management Area 2? 

 
MON-ELK-04 
Are new projects 
establishing motorized 
access fragmenting elk 
habitat in management 
area 2? 

 
MON-ELK-05  
Is wildland fire use 
creating high quality 

Elk Habitat 
• Number of projects or actions that 

increased high quality forage 
resources for elk. 

• Acres treated that produced high 
quality elk nutrition in Management 
Area 2  

• Number of HUC 12 Watersheds that 
meet the amount of high quality 
forage conditions described in MA2-
DC-ELK-01 

• Number of projects that fragmented 
previously inaccessible lands with 
motorized access. 

Supervisors Record 

Forage Nutrition Potential 
layer 

High Quality forage Layer   

Current Forage Layer 

Facts 

INFRA 

Fire Perimeter layer 

Motorized road and trail 
layer 

(Biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

nutrition potential, remain unfragmented by new 
motorized trails. 

MA2-OBJ-ELK-01 
At least 50 percent of the treatments to accomplish 
desired conditions for vegetation in early seral 
habitats over a rolling five-year time window will be 
targeted in areas with moderate or preferably high 
nutritional capacity. Treatments should be designed 
and implemented to promote and sustain high 
nutritional capacity for at least ten years. 

MA2-OBJ-ELK-02 
In Management Area 2, allow vegetation desired 
conditions to be achieved through wildland fire on 
10,000 to 15,000 acres annually, preferably in areas 
with high nutritional capacity, to contribute to high 
quality nutritional resources for elk. 

MA2-GDL-ELK-01 
To maximize elk habitat use and avoid fragmenting 
large areas of elk habitat that is currently not 
accessible by motorized access, new motorized trails 
open to the public should not be authorized unless 
adjacent areas of 5000 acres or larger can be 
maintained without motorized access. The location of 
new motorized trails should avoid areas of high or 
moderate nutrition potential. 

MA2-GDL-ELK-02 
To increase available habitat for elk, elk habitat 
improvement projects should be designed to increase 
available summer forage in areas of moderate or high 
nutrition potential.   

nutritional resources in 
Management Area 2? 

 

 

 

 

• Number of fires used for resource 
benefits in MA2 that created high 
quality habitat for elk  

• Acres of high quality forage for elk 
created by wildland fire use    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MA3-ELK-01 
At least fifteen percent of the landscape at the 
HUC12 scale is composed of high quality nutritional 

MON-ELK-06 
Are projects increasing 
high quality forage 

High Quality Forage 
• % of projects that created high quality 

nutritional resources for elk. 

Facts  

INFRA 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

resources located at distances from open motorized 
access that promotes habitat use by elk.  Open 
motorized access does not preclude elk use of newly 
created nutritional resources at the HUC12 scale. 

MA3-OBJ-ELK-01 
In order to create a landscape that produces 
between 10 to 15 percent high nutritional resources 
for elk away from open motorized access, 20 percent 
of the treatments to restore the natural range of 
variation for early seral habitats in Management Area 
3 will be targeted to produce high quality nutritional 
resources and be located farther than half a mile 
from open motorized access. These treatments 
should be accomplished with methods designed to 
result in high nutritional response. 

MA3-OBJ-ELK-02 
Improve habitat use for elk on 15 percent of 
Management Area 3 that has high quality or high 
potential for nutritional resources within 15 years. 

MA3-GDL-ELK-01 
When conducting management activities that 
adversely affect elk habitat use, projects should be 
designed to maintain or improve predicted percent 
body fat of cow elk.  Factors that maintain or improve 
predicted percent body fat include one or more of 
the following: the amount of high quality nutritional 
resources usable by elk, increased distances from 
open motorized routes during spring through fall, 
improve habitat use on slopes less than 40 percent, 
or improved vegetation interspersion. These should 
be applied at the HUC 12 scale. 

resources for elk in 
Management area 3? 

 

MON-ELK-07 
What is the change in 
predicted percent body 
fat of cow elk within 
MA3? 

• Acres of treatment that produced high 
quality nutritional resources for elk 

• Change in the amount of high quality 
forage usable by elk as a percent of 
HUC 12s.  

Body Fat 
• Number of projects that improved 

predicted percent body fat compared 
to those that maintained predicted 
body fat. 

• Acres of treatments to increase high 
quality forage usable by elk. 

• Number and types of factors used 
during project work to increase 
predicted percent body fat of elk 
during projects.  

Supervisors Records 

Forage Nutrition Potential 
Model 

Current Forage Nutrition 
Model 

Road and Motorized Trail 
Layer 

 

(Biennial) 
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2.0 Human Uses of the Forest 

2.1. Cultural Resources (CR)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-CR-01 

Historic properties with high National Register 
integrity are available for present and future 
generations. These well-maintained properties 
connect communities with ancient places having a 
deep history, as well as sites associated with the 
recent past. Archaeological and historical research 
contributes to knowledge about history and provides 
a valuable perspective on past climate and 
environment. Traditional cultural properties and 
other culturally significant areas identified by tribes 
and local communities provide tangible links to 
historically rooted beliefs, customs, and practices. 

 

FW-DC-CR-02  

Historic properties and cultural landscapes provide a 
greater understanding and appreciation of local, 
regional, and national history. Sites listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places add to the 
inventory of significant historical sites in Idaho. 
Restored historic buildings placed on the Forest 
Service facility rental program add to forest 
recreation program capacity and diversity and 
generate revenue. Historic Forest Service 
administrative buildings reflect agency history, 
identity, and function.  

MON-CR-01  
What is the status of 
National Register 
Integrity? 

Historic Properties 
• Number and type of enhancement 

project that improved National 
Register integrity 

 

INFRA  

FACTS 

(annual) 
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2.2 Municipal Watersheds (MWTR) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-STD-MWTR-01 
Management activities conducted in source water 
protections areas shall be consistent with source 
water protections and goals. Short-term effects from 
activities in source water protection areas may be 
acceptable when those activities support long-term 
benefits to water quality. 

MON-WMTR-01 
What actions have 
occurred in source water 
protection areas? 
 
(Note: this is short term 
collection of info to 
establish if continued 
collection of information 
is needed) 

Source water protection area actions 
• Number, locations, and types of 

actions in municipal watersheds and 
source water protection areas 

• Number of new municipal watersheds 
established 

INFRA 

FACTS 

WIT 

(annual) 

 

2.3 Sustainable Recreation (REC) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-GDL-REC-04 
Trails have identified and current trail management 
objectives (TMOs) and are maintained to be 
consistent with their TMOs. 
 

MON-REC-01 
Are trails maintained for 
consistency with trail 
management objectives 
(TMO)? 
 
*(v)(vii) 

Trail Management Objectives 
• Number of trails consistent with TMO 

 

INFRA 
 
(biennial) 

FW-DC-REC-13 
Trails (e.g., trails converted from roads, user created 
trails) not needed to serve management or public 
needs and purposes are absent.  

 

MON-REC-02 
What actions have 
occurred to manage 
undesirable trails? 
 
*(v)(vii) 

Trail – undesirable  
• Number of user created miles 

managed to detour use of undesirable 
trails (e.g. decommissioned, blocking 
trails, signs, etc.) 

• Number of system miles managed to 
detour use of undesirable trails (e.g. 

INFRA for system 
 
NEPA decisions for user 
created  
 
(biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

decommissioned, blocking trails, signs, 
etc.) 

FW-DC-REC-14 
Dispersed recreation sites are available in desirable 
locations, managed to reduce the risk of social and 
environmental impacts and compatible with the 
recreation opportunity spectrum setting and current 
travel management plans. 

 

MON-REC-03 
To what extent are litter 
and human waste found 
at selected recreation 
corridors? 
 
*(v)(vii) 

Dispersed Recreation maintenance 
• litter or human waste found or not 

found in selected recreation corridors 
(North Fork Clearwater and Palouse, 
Selway, main Salmon corridors). 

• Actions implemented to reduce litter 
and human waste at selected sites 

 

Recreation patrol log 
 
(qualitative summary of 
conditions during routine 
patrol of sites) 
 
(biennial)  

FW-DC-REC-15 
Hot springs are available for human use and 
enjoyment. The hydrological, biological and aesthetic 
resources in and around them are maintained.   

 

MON-REC-04 
Are issues occurring at 
undeveloped hot springs?   
 
*(v)(vii) 

Hot Springs 
• Number, types, and locations of  

issues at hots springs reported 
 

Supervisors Office Records 
Recreation Ranger Reports 
 
(annual) 

FW-DC-SCENERY-01 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater’s scenery reflects the 
natural and cultural range of variability within the 
landscape’s varied ecological regions, in relation to 
viewing contexts and expectations for highly valued 
viewsheds. This is reflected in the scenic character 
descriptions. 

FW-DC-SCENERY-02 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater’s scenery as described by 
the scenic integrity objectives (Table 17) positively 
contributes to the quality of life of local residents and 
visitors while reflecting a range of allowable 
alterations that balances social and economic values, 
ecosystem health, landscape dynamics, resilient 
landscapes and sustainability. 

 
 

MON-REC-05 
Is scenic quality 
consistent with the scenic 
character descriptions?   
 
*(v)(vii) 
 
 

Scenic Quality Objectives  
• Number of NEPA decisions that move 

towards or meets Scenic Integrity 
Objective 

• Number of decisions that require 
amending the Scenic Integrity 
Objective.  

• Number of Scenic Integrity Objective 
met and not met (post 
implementation of any management 
activity) 

•  

Supervisors Office Records 
 
PALS 
 
(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-GDL-SCENERY-01 
To recognize the value of the forest scenery for 
visitors and local communities, new projects should 
meet or create less visual impact than the assigned 
scenic integrity objectives of high, moderate or low 
as viewed in the foreground, middleground, and 
background from the identified critical viewing 
platforms (based upon topography, not vegetation 
blocking) and as viewed from anywhere to meet the 
assigned scenic integrity objective of very high. For 
rivers identified as critical viewing platforms, the 
assigned scenic integrity objective should be met in 
the foreground (1/2 mile) as viewed from within the 
high water marks (more information is provided in 
the scenic integrity objective maps in appendix 7).  

FW-GDL-SCENERY-04 
Rehabilitate areas with very low and low existing 
scenic integrity to support achievement of the scenic 
integrity objectives and long-term management and 
stewardship of the valued scenic characters.  

FW-STD-REC-03 
Ensure the built environment and resource 
conditions at developed recreation sites are 
consistent with applicable Scenic Integrity Objectives, 
Forest Service Built Environment Image Guide, and 
applicable land management and vegetation 
management plans. 

FW-DC-REC-05 
Develop and sustain relationships within the local 
communities (e.g., partners, stakeholders, outfitters 
and guides) to address NPCLW outdoor recreation 
opportunities and resource conservation and 
stewardship. 

MON-REC-06 
To what extent are 
outfitter and guide 
opportunities provided? 
 
*(v)(vii) 

Outfitter and Guide Use  
• Number of use days (by zone) 

SUDS 
 
(biennial) 
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2.4 Public Information, Interpretation, and Education (ED) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-ED-02 
A variety of educational and interpretive 
opportunities are available as appropriate for the 
development scale of the sites and through a variety 
of methods to reach the broadest audience.  New 
and emerging technologies (e.g., electronic media, 
mobile device based) are a source of interpretation 
to reach a variety of people of different ages and 
cultures. 

MON-ED-01 
To what extent are new 
emerging technologies 
used in interpretation to 
reach a broad 
demographic? 

Emerging technology application 
• Number of new outreach actions using 

emerging technologies   

• Number of presentations or events 
demonstrating use of technology to 
young adult and cultures 

• Number of hits on websites 

• Number of app that are downloaded 

Supervisors Office Records 
 
(annual) 

FW-DC-ED-03 
Opportunities are available for educators in local 
communities to learn about local natural resource 
issues and partner with the Nez Perce-Clearwater to 
deliver place-based outdoor learning opportunities. 

 

MON-ED-02 
To what extent are 
outdoor learning 
opportunities provided?  

Emerging technology application 
• Number of outdoor learning 

opportunities provided 

 
 

Supervisors Office Records  

Continuing Education 
database  

(annual) 

 

 

2.5 Infrastructure (INF)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-OBJ-INF-04 
Every 2 years, complete one facilities project to 
improve energy efficiency or safety. 

. 

MON-INF-01 
What is the status of 
facilities projects that 
improve energy 
efficiency?  

Energy efficiency facilities 
• Number of energy efficiency facilities 

projects 

• Changes in utility bills (by site)  

 

INFRA 
Utility Bills 

 

(annual) 
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2.6 Land Ownership and Land Uses (LND) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-LND-01 
Land ownership, rights-of-way, and conservation 
easements allow Nez Perce-Clearwater to meet 
forest plan desired conditions, provide access for 
recreation, and facilitate restoration and/or 
conservation of high value resources, including 
habitat for species of conservation concern and listed 
fish and wildlife species and significant cultural sites. 

FW-DC-LND-03 
Road and trail right-of-ways provide reasonable 
public and administrative access to National Forest 
System lands.  

MON-LND-01 
What lands management 
actions have occurred to 
facilitate forest plan 
desired conditions?  
 
*(vii) 

Lands Management 
• Number, types, and locations of lands 

actions (e.g. ownership clarifications, 
land surveys, non-contiguous NFS 
access improvements, etc.) 

 

Lands and Lands Use 
database 

(biennial) 

FW-DC-LND-02  
NPCLW property boundaries adjacent to private 
lands and boundaries of special areas, such as 
designated wilderness areas and wild and scenic river 
corridors, are surveyed and clearly marked such that 
unintentional occupancy trespass and encroachment 
on National Forest System lands does not occur. 

MON-LND-02 
What is the status of 
management actions 
working to resolve 
trespass and 
encroachments? 
 
*(vii) 
 

Lands trespass and encroachment 
• Number trespass / encroachments 

identified, resolved, working towards 
resolution 

 
 

TCEMS 

ALPS 

(biennial) 

FW-DC-LND-05 
Conservation easements are managed and 
monitored to protect the values they are intended to 
conserve. 

MON-LND-03 
Are land conservation 
easements in 
compliance? 
 
*(vii) 

Conservation Easements 
• Number of conservation easements 

checked for compliance 

• Number not in compliance 

Lands and Lands Use 
database 

(biennial) 
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3.0 Production of Natural Resources 

3.1 Timber (TBR) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

FW-DC-TBR-02 
Restoration treatments and timber harvesting 
opportunities contribute to business and 
employment opportunities. Productive timber lands 
continue to support traditional lifestyles and 
generational ties to the land. A sustainable mix of 
timber products is offered under a variety of harvest, 
contract methods, and authorities to contribute to 
economic and social sustainability in our 
communities. 

FW-OBJ-TBR-01  
Offer an annual Projected Timber Sale Quantity range 
of 60-261 million board feet. 

FW-OBJ-TBR-02  
Offer an annual Projected Wood Sale Quantity range 
of 2,716,981-8,320,755 cubic feet. 

MON-TBR-01 
To what extent are 
timber harvest 
opportunities provided 
for commercial sale? 
 
*(vii) 

Timber sales 
• Number of timber contracts offered 

for sale  

• Number of board feet offered for sale 
(MBF and cubic feet) 

• Number and types of contracts 
awarded (e.g. timber sales, 
stewardship, small business set aside 
sales, etc.) 

 

TIMS 

(annual) 

FW-STD-TBR-03 
Timber harvest activities shall only be used when 
there is reasonable assurance of restocking within 
5 years after final regeneration harvest or to meet 
other desired conditions. Minimum adequate 
stocking levels are given in Table 23. In some 
instances, such as when lands are harvested to create 
openings for fuel breaks and vistas, to prevent 
encroaching trees, or to create or improve wildlife 
habitat it is adequate to restock at lower numbers or 
not to restock. Where harvest is performed to meet 
vegetation desired conditions on lands not suitable 

MON-TBR-02 
To what extent are 
restocking activities 
adequate?  
 
*(vii) 
 

Restocking  
• Number units or stands adequately 

restocked 

• Number units or stands not 
adequately restocked 

• Number units or stands undetermined 

 
 

FACTS (stocking surveys) 

(biennial) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

for timber production, it is adequate to restock at 
lower levels, so long as desired conditions are met. 

FW-STD-TBR-06 
Harvest openings created as a result of one harvest 
operation that exceed the maximum opening size 
established in FW-STD-TBR-05 will require 60-day 
public review and Regional Forester approval. 

MON-TBR-03 
To what extent are 
harvest openings 
exceeding 40 acre 
maximum?   
 
*(vii) 

Harvest opening maximum exceptions  
• Number of times size opening exceed 

375 acres 

 
 

FACTS 

(biennial) 

FW-STD-TBR-11 
The quantity of timber that may be sold per decade 
will be less than or equal to ten times the annual 
sustained yield limit departure limits (See opening 
paragraph above). Salvage and or sanitation harvest 
of trees substantially damaged by fire, windthrow, or 
other catastrophe or in imminent danger from insect 
or disease attack may be harvested over and above 
the sustained yield limit. 

MON-TBR-04 
Is the quantity of timber 
sold less than or equal to 
10 times the annual 
sustainable yield limits?    
 
*(vii) 
 

Sustainable Yield Limits 
• cubic feet / year  and per decade 

(defined by first decade a the plan is 
signed) 

FACTS 

(biennial) 

FW-GDL-TBR-02 
In order to ensure successful regeneration of 
harvested stands in the grand fir mosaic, follow 
mitigation techniques for factors that cause 
regeneration failures on these sites. These 
techniques include prompt planting following 
regeneration harvest, controlling pocket gopher 
populations during seedling establishment, and 
selecting planting stock and tree species suitable for 
these sites. 

“The Grand Fir Mosaic Ecosystem—History and 
Management Impacts” by Ferguson et al (2007) 
provides further information on this subject. 

MON-TBR-05 
To what extent are 
mitigation measures 
reducing regeneration 
failures in grand fire 
mosaic stands being 
incorporated into project 
actions? 
 
*(vii) 

Grand fir regeneration   
• Number grand fir units or stands 

adequately restocked 

• Number grand fir units or stands not 
adequately restocked 

• Number grand fir units or stands 
undetermined for restocking adequacy 

• Number of decisions for regeneration 
of harvested grand fir mosaic stands 

• Number of the above decisions that 
incorporated design criteria to 
mitigate possible regeneration failures 

• Acres of gopher baiting or control 

 

FACTS 

PALS – project records 

(biennial) 
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4.0 Designated, Proposed, Geographic and other Special Interest Areas 

4.1 Designated Wilderness (WILD)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA1-DC-WILD-01 
Management activities within designated wilderness 
areas shall preserve and protect wilderness character 
as required by the Wilderness Act, each wilderness 
area’s enabling legislation and its specific 
management plan. 

MA1-STD-WILD-01 
Management activities in designated wilderness 
areas shall comply with each areas’ respective 
management plan.  
 
MA1-GDL-WILD-01 
Management activities should maintain the 
wilderness character according to wilderness 
character descriptions specifically developed for each 
wilderness area in their respective wilderness 
management plans.  

MON-WILD-01 
Do management activities 
in designated wilderness 
areas preserve and 
protect wilderness 
character?  
 
MON-WILD-02 
What are the trends in 
the natural environment 
from human-caused 
change? 
 
 

Wilderness Characteristics 
• Score on National Wilderness 

Stewardship Performance elements 

• Number, type and effects of 
management actions taken to 
manage plants, animals, water or fire. 

 

 
 
INFRA 
(annual) 
 
Minimum Requirement 
Analysis (annual) 
 

4.2 Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark (NHL)  

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA1-GL-NHL-01 
Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark no longer 
considered “at risk” by NPS because natural setting 
of Landmark is managed to benefit its integrity.    

MON-NHL-01   
What is the National 
Register integrity of the 

National Historic Landmark  
INFRA 
FACTS 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

 
MA1-DC-NHL-01 
The national register integrity of the Lolo Trail 
National Historic Landmark is considered high in 
order to retain its status as a National Historic 
Landmark and convey its exceptional value and 
qualities in illustrating the heritage of the United 
States. 

National Historic 
Landmark?  
 
*(vii) 

• Number, types and impacts of 
activities on National Historic 
Landmark's National Register integrity 

 
 
 

(annual) 

 

4.3 Recommended Wilderness (RWILD) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-DC-RWILD-01 
Recommended wilderness areas maintain their 
existing wilderness characteristics, to preserve 
opportunities for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. 

MA2-OBJ-RWILD-01 
Initiate site-specific planning within five years to 
remove all activities or uses that are not allowed in 
the forest plan’s record of decision. 

MA2-STD-RWILD-01 
Summer recreation opportunities are consistent with 
the recreation opportunity spectrum classification of 
primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized. 

MA2-STD-RWILD-02 
Alternative W and Z: Winter recreation opportunities 
are consistent with the recreation opportunity 
spectrum classification of primitive or semi-primitive 
non-motorized. 

MON-RWILD-01 
What actions have been 
taken to remove activities 
or uses that are not 
allowed in the FP ROD? 
 
MON-RWILD-02 
What are the trends in 
the wilderness 
characteristics from 
human-caused change? 
 
*(vii) 
 

Management Actions 
 
• Management action and status to 

remove uses that are not allowed in 
the FP ROD 

• Number, types, and locations of 
nonconforming uses (anecdotal 
observations) 

• Number, types and effects of 
management actions that maintain 
characteristics or move towards 
desired ROS of the Recommended 
Wilderness  

• Number, types and effects of 
management actions that move away 
from desired ROS of the recommended 
wilderness 

 
 
INFRA  
 
(annual) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

Alternative Z: Winter recreation opportunities 
are consistent with the recreation opportunity 
spectrum classification of primitive or semi-
primitive non-motorized or semi-primitive 
motorized. 

• Number of occurrences when 
mechanized tools were used in 
management actions 

 
 

4.4 Research Natural Areas and Botanical Areas (RNA) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-DC-RNA-01 
Designated and proposed Research Natural Areas 
maintain a representation of natural systems found 
on the Nez Perce-Clearwater as a baseline for 
research, monitoring, and education by the agency, 
academia, and public interests. Wildfire, insects, and 
pathogens, along with other processes and 
disturbances, continue to affect vegetation, reflecting 
the dynamic nature of the systems they represent. 
Research Natural Areas contribute to ecological 
sustainability and biological diversity. The names and 
acreage of the designated and proposed Research 
Natural Areas are listed in Error! Reference source 
not found.. 

MON-RNA-01 
What is the status of RNA 
and Botanical Areas 
establishment? 
 
*(vii) 
 

RNA and Botanical Areas 
• Number of establishment records for 

RNAs  

• Number of Management Plan 
developed for Botanical Areas 

• Number and types of actions occurring 
in RNAs and Botanical Areas 

Supervisor’s Office Records 

(5 years) 

 

 

4.4 Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers (DWSR) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA1-DC-DWSR-01 
Designated Wild, Scenic, 
and Recreational Rivers retain their free-
flowing condition, water quality and the 
outstandingly remarkable values for which 
the river was designated.  

MA1-STD-DWSR-01  
Management activities in designated Wild 
and Scenic River corridors shall comply with 
their individual comprehensive river 
management plans.   

MA1-STD-DWSR-02 
Management activities in designated wild and 
scenic river corridors shall maintain their free-
flowing character and water quality and 
outstandingly remarkable values for which 
the river was designated.  

MON-DWSR-01 
Are management activities 
consistent with the 
Comprehensive River 
Management Plan for the DWSR? 

 
MON-DWSR-02 
Do management activities 
maintain free-flowing character, 
water quality and outstandingly 
remarkable values of the DWSR? 

Comprehensive River Management 
Plan 
• Number, type, location and 

consistency of management activities 
with the CRMP for the DWSR. 

 
Management Activities 
• Number, type, location and effects of 

management activities within the 
DWSR corridor. 

 

 

INFRA (annually) 

 

 

 

 

 

4.5 Suitable Wild and Scenic Rivers (SWSR) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-DC-SWSR-01 
Suitable wild, scenic and recreational rivers 
retain their free-flowing condition, 
preliminary classification and the 
outstandingly remarkable values that provide 
the basis for their inclusion in the System. 

 
 
 
 
 

MON-SWSR-01 
Do management actions 
maintain free flow, preliminary 
classification and outstandingly 
remarkable values of the SWSR? 

Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
• Number, type, location and effects of 

management actions on free-flow and 
ORVs within SWSR corridor. 

  

 

INFRA (annually) 
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Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-STD-SWSR-02 
Do not construct or authorize roads outside 
of the corridor that would adversely affect 
the wild classification. Construction of new 
roads that lead to the corridor boundary are 
not allowed in the wild segments. 

MA2-GDL-SWSR-01 
Management activities should maintain a high 
Scenic Integrity Objective in suitable river 
segments.  
 
MA2-GDL-SWSR-02 
New road, trail, and airfield construction 
should be designed to protect the 
outstandingly remarkable values and free-
flowing character of the river corridor.  
 
MA2-GDL-SWSR-03 
Construction of minor habitat structures and 
vegetation management to protect and 
enhance wildlife and fish habitat are allowed. 
They should be designed to protect the 
outstanding remarkable values. 
  
MA2-GDL-SWSR-04 
Management activities to protect or 
stabilize heritage resources and historic 
properties should be designed to protect 
ORVs.  
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4.6 Idaho Roadless Areas (IRA) 

*2012 Planning Rule required questions element 1-8 [36 CFR 219.12(a)(5)] or (FSH 1909.12 Section 32.13f) 

Selected Plan Components Monitoring Question Indicator(s)  
• Measure(s) 

Data Source/Storage 
(Interval of data collection) 

MA2-DC-IRA-01 
Roadless areas maintain the roadless 
characteristics and themes assigned to them 
in the Idaho Roadless Rule. 

MA2-DC-IRA-02 
The composition, structure, and pattern of 
vegetation reflect natural disturbances and 
follow Idaho Roadless Rule themes as 
assigned.  

MA2-DC-IRA-04 
These areas provide recreational 
opportunities for both motorized and non-
motorized users all year long. This is reflected 
in recreation opportunity spectrum classes of 
primitive, semi-primitive non-motorized and 
semi-primitive motorized opportunities.   

MA2-STD-IRA-01 
The provisions in the Idaho Roadless Rule (36 
CFR 294 Subpart C) shall take precedence 
over any inconsistent land management plan 
component unless and until the rule is 
amended. Land management plan 
components that are not inconsistent with 
the Idaho Roadless Rule will continue to 
provide guidance for projects and activities 
within Idaho Roadless Areas and those 
related to protection of threatened and 
endangered species (36 CFR 294.28(d)).  

MON-IRA-01 
Do management activities 
maintain the roadless character 
of the IRA? 
 
 
MON-IRA-02 
Are management activities 
consistent with the management 
theme of the IRA? 

Roadless Character 
• Number, type and effects of 

management activities on the roadless 
character of the IRA. 

 
 
IRA Management Theme 
• Number, type and consistency of 

management activities with the 
management theme of the IRA. 

 
 

 

INFRA  

(annual) 

 

 

INFRA  

(annual) 
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