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Introduction 
The current condition of the scenic character varies across the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests. Large 
areas contain naturally evolving landscapes where the scenery reveals the biophysical features and processes 
that occur with limited human intervention. These areas include all the designated wildernesses and several 
large expanses of Idaho Roadless Rule Areas. Broad landscapes, such as the viewshed of the Lolo Trail National 
Historic Landmark have been managed to maintain the visual quality and vistas as laid out in the 1987 Forest 
Plan, and currently have a natural appearing scenic character. 

Other areas of the Forests located in the more heavily roaded portion of landscape do have evidence of human 
habitation and management. Some of these areas have openings that appear natural, while others have 
openings that were obviously created by human activities. These openings, while obvious, do not dominate the 
scenic character of the landscape and appear in background views or are minor components of the foreground 
and middleground views from critical travelways or recreation areas.  

Management of the scenery resource currently follows the Visual Management System (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1973, 1974) and the visual quality objectives assigned in the 1987 Forest Plans. In some isolated 
areas of the Nez Perce-Clearwater management activities are not currently meeting the visual quality 
objectives. Therefore the existing condition of these areas is in need of rehabilitation and restoration to meet 
the desired scenic character measure. 

Areas of insect and disease have expanded in many areas across the Nez Perce-Clearwater. These areas, if left 
to their natural evolution processes, will likely die, fall over or burn, creating larger and more frequent 
openings than are currently visible across much of the landscape. In contrast past fire suppression has created 
large landscapes where the coniferous canopy appears natural, but is inconsistent with a naturally evolving 
and sustainable scenic character. In these areas there is a lack of openings and a lack of diversity in vegetation 
ages, classes, and patterns. This existing natural character is not within the historic range of variability because 
the vegetation species type, vegetation age and homogeneity of the canopy are not reflective of a naturally 
evolving stand or forest. These areas, if they had been left to naturally evolve, would probably have had more 
fire activity and in turn more natural openings and a more diverse species composition. Fire suppression, build-
up of fuels on the landscape has also changed the behavior of fire when it does occur. Fires burning 
uncharacteristically hot leave less of a mosaicked appearance and less diversity of vegetation composition and 
pattern. Again this is not a historically accurate or sustainable composition of the landscape and does not 
reflect a naturally evolving and sustainable scenic character. Management actions to move the scenic 
character to reflect the historic range of variability and a more stable scenic character that is sustainable is 
desired regarding both fire, and insect and disease processes. So, while the appearance of the forest is in many 
cases seemingly natural, it may be quite unstable and susceptible to a large alteration in appearance to an 
unaesthetic and unnatural appearing landscape.    

Visitor use trends indicate that forest visitation is increasing. As more visitors are encouraged to enjoy the Nez 
Perce-Clearwater, they may visit with an expectation that it will look natural. National visitor use surveys of 
Nez Perce-Clearwater indicates that common activities are driving for pleasure and viewing scenery (USDA, 
2016). While visitors have an expectation of a natural landscape, it is important that this desire be reflected 
not in a landscape of homogeneity but in one of a diverse landscape that reflects the historic range of 
variability and the various successional stages a forest experiences. At and along critical viewsheds this is 
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especially important so that the expectations of these visitors can be met by the scenery of the Nez Perce-
Clearwater.  

Methodology 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater is a diverse forest with four major divisions in scenic character. These divisions are 
based on differences in both the biophysical aspects of the landscape as well as the differences in visitor social 
expectations for their visit to these areas of the Nez Perce-Clearwater. The four scenic character zones are: 
Palouse, North Fork, Lochsa-Selway and Salmon River. Two scenic character descriptions are provided for each 
area, an existing and a desired scenic character description. The existing scenic character is based on what 
these areas look like today, as a point in time and a starting point. The desired scenic character describes what 
these areas might look like in the future under circumstances that create a more ecologically and culturally 
sustainable scenic composition. The desired scenic character serves as the measure to manage the scenery 
resource. Scenic integrity objectives, as mapped, provide the indicators to ascertain whether or not the desired 
scenic character is being maintained or improved upon. In areas where there is a large difference between the 
existing scenic character and desired scenic character there may be a need to undertake management actions 
to move the existing towards the desired. Project level desired scenic character descriptions should be 
determined, when management actions are proposed, to refine on a smaller scale whether or not an action 
will meet or exceed the assigned scenic integrity objective and contribute to sustaining or improving the 
desired scenic character of the larger landscape zone.  

Where there is a difference between the existing and desired scenic character there is an opportunity to use 
management tools to move the scenic character of the landscape from the current state towards the desired 
state. It is recognized that there is a duration of time in which the landscape may appear further from the 
desired scenic character in the short term but this short term deterioration is acceptable for long term stability 
and sustainability of the scenic character and achievement of the desired scenic character. 

The following terms are used throughout the scenic character descriptions and are pulled from the Scenery 
Management System (USDA, 1995) use of these terms with relationship to scenic character.  

• Natural evolving: Scenic character expressing the natural evolution of biophysical features and processes, 
with very limited human intervention. The origin of the scenic character is natural disturbances, such as 
wildfires, glaciation, succession of plants from pioneer to climax species, or indirect activities of humans, 
such as inadvertent plant succession through fire prevention.  

• Natural appearing: Scenic character that expresses predominantly natural evolution, but also human 
intervention including cultural features and processes. The origin of the scenic character is human activities, 
yet appears natural, such as historic conversion of native forests into farmlands, pastures, and hedgerows 
that have reverted back to forests through reforestation activities or natural regeneration.  

• Cultural or Historic: Scenic character that expresses built structures, historic features, and landscape 
features that display the dominant attitudes and beliefs of specific human cultures or represent events and 
periods of human activity in the landscape. 

• Pastoral: Scenic character that expresses dominant human created pastures, meadows, and associated 
structures, reflecting valued historic land uses and lifestyles. The origin of the scenic character is human 
activities, containing positive cultural elements such as historic conversion of native forests into farmlands, 
pastures, and hedgerows, plus some remnants of native forests. 
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• Rural or Agricultural: Scenic character that expresses dominant human agricultural land uses producing 
food crops and domestic products. The origin of the scenic character is extensive human activities, no 
longer appearing natural, such as conversion of native landscapes into extensively cultivated farmlands, 
vineyards, pastures, or an area of intensive domestic livestock production. 

A map of the locations of the different scenic character zones is found in Appendix A: Maps of the DEIS. Within 
each scenic character zone images of the existing scenic character are provided as context for desirable 
qualities and components of the zones that should be retained or enhanced.  

Palouse Zone Scenic Character 

 

Figure 1.  Palouse Plateau near Gold Hill, just west of Potlatch, Idaho 

Existing Scenic Character 

Wind deposited loess soils of the Palouse create a topography of distinctive rolling hills and gentle valleys. 
These rolling hills are covered with dense coniferous vegetation intermingled with meandering river valleys 
where more deciduous shrubs and trees are found. The Palouse River, Potlatch River and Elk Creek form the 
three major waterways bisecting the area. Agricultural lands and intermingled ownership are found along 
these rivers and within the valleys, supporting an agrarian-based architectural character, such as barns, rustic 
fences and rustic outbuildings. Large grassy meadow complexes are also affiliated with these meandering 
rivers and streams. Deep soils promote rapid coniferous vegetation growth, now dominated by western larch, 
western red cedar, ponderosa pine, Douglas fir and grand fir stands. In the southern portion of the zone, Elk 
Creek travels through a basalt substrate, channelizing and incising the waterway, making it distinct from the 
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broader and more open river valleys to the north. The river crosses several columnar basalt cliffs forming a 
series of falls that have become a favorite recreation destination.  

Special areas in this zone highlight unique vegetation compositions such as those at Perkins Cedar Grove, the 
Giant Cedar Tree, and unique geologic features such as Elk Creek Falls and Potlatch Canyon. Multiple scenic 
drives such as White Pine Scenic Byway, Upper Basin Road, North Fork of the Palouse Corridor, and Palouse 
Divide Corridor traverse the zone providing visitors with access to many of these special areas. 

Desired Scenic Character 

Generally a pastoral and agricultural landscape, the Palouse Zone is one where the agrarian cultural influence 
as well as the logging, ranching and mining culture are not only part of the deep history of the area, but are 
still active and present. This scenic character expression of human management and influence is reflected in 
the presence of roads, logging, meadows, mines and a valued historic land use ethos. The natural topographic 
features of rolling hills should retain their naturally appearing coniferous stands, although the species mix and 
composition may appear more managed. Vegetative species should show the full range of evolution from the 
late seral dominance of Douglas and grand fir to species that are more fire and insect and disease resistant 
with areas that mimic the natural meadows and openings of early seral species. Western white pine was the 
dominant species in the area until disease removed them. Reintroducing disease resistant western white pine 
to restore the historic nature of that vegetation should increase the scenic diversity of this zone. Natural 
processes should continue to dominate this area, with man-made alterations reflecting the natural 
characteristics of fire and insect disease behavior and activity to create more openings of sizes and shapes 
reflective of the historic range of variability as well as diversity in age classes and stand compositions to create 
a mosaic pattern across the landscape.   

Retention of the unique opportunities to enjoy the special areas and their distinct attributes is desired. 
Maintaining visual access, through management activities, into, around, and out of these special areas is also 
desired. In some cases this may include short-term alteration to the natural appearance of these areas in order 
to stabilize and create a sustainable viewshed. Maintaining the large and unique tree composition at Perkins 
Cedar Grove and Giant Cedar Tree are valued as is maintenance of a variety of vistas along the scenic byways 
and scenic drives. Visual access to the diversity of geologic features around Elk Creek Falls and the Potlatch 
Canyon should also be maintained again, with a diversity of opportunities to enjoy these unique features from 
trails and roads.  
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North Fork Zone Scenic Character 

 

Figure 2.  North Fork of the Clearwater River near Aquarius 

Existing Scenic Character 

The North Fork zone centers on the tributaries and the canyons surrounding the North Fork of the Clearwater 
River. The river is diverse in its appearance varying from shallow, rocky-river bottom stretches to narrow deep 
pool and rocky rapid sections. In the narrower stretches, water cascades through thick growth of mixed conifer 
stands. In gentler sections of meandering waters, meadow and willow habitats are common. Western red 
cedar habitats dominate the river edges in flatter areas while the steeper canyon walls support thick mixed 
conifer stands of Douglas fir, grand fir, western larch, and western white pine. There are a few beaches, but 
visitor use is concentrated along timbered river terraces where campgrounds and dispersed campsites can be 
found.  

The adjacent uplands are more gently sloping, rising to rocky subalpine ridge tops and the alpine dividing ridge 
top of the Bitterroot Mountains. This extensive ridge formation divides the North Fork River basin from the St. 
Joe River basin to the north. High elevation vegetation includes extensive stands of western larch, subalpine 
fir, mountain hemlock and western white pine inclusions.  

Across the zone there is some evidence of past fire activities as well as of timber harvesting and road 
building. In some of the narrower canyon stretches, avalanche and rock fall have altered and continue to alter 
the canyon walls creating an ever evolving river canyon. The area adjacent to the Deception road has been 
modified by mining activities including the presence of residential dwellings built on patented mining claims. 
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Two drainages with distinct appearances are Kelly Creek and Lolo Creek. Kelly Creek is broader and more 
rolling than the North Fork canyon. Along this tributary, cottonwoods and other deciduous vegetation are 
found along the larger river terraces. Lolo Creek flows through an extensive section of columnar basalt 
forming distinctive, cliff-like landforms. There are few distinctive landforms, but the presence of the 
western portion of the Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark adds a distinctive cultural component to this 
drainage and area. 

Special areas include North Fork of the Clearwater River, Kelly Creek, Cayuse Creek, Weitas Creek, Isabella 
Creek, Fern Creek, Black Canyon, Mallard Larkins, Five Lakes Butte, Black Mountain Lookout, Pot Mountain, 
and Elizabeth Mountain, the Great Burn area, Isabella RNA which is home to coastal disjunct plant 
communities, and sites off the Lolo Motorway.  
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Figure 3. North Fork of the Clearwater near Washington Creek Campground 
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Figure 4. Orogrande Creek near the confluence with the North Fork of the Clearwater 
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Figure 5. Black Canyon portion of the North Fork of the Clearwater 
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Figure 6 - Kelly Creek Canyon near Old Kelly Station 

Desired Scenic Character 

The North Fork zone is a naturally appearing landscape where some evidence of management is present in 
specific areas but the overall zone is dominated by natural processes, such as fire, insect and disease, geologic 
events. The natural topographic features of steep canyon walls transitioning to steep alpine areas should 
continue to dominate the appearance of this zone. Maintaining natural appearing mixed coniferous vegetation 
in the river corridors and along high alpine ridgelines is desired. Enhancement of the naturally evolving 
landscape to include a broader variety of high elevation vegetation species as well as riparian species is desired 
to better reflect the historic range of variability as well as create a more resilient vegetation composition. 
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Although the species mix may be modified to improve forest health and resiliency, natural processes, such as 
fire and its effects, would continue to dominate the composition and appearance of the area, especially within 
the roadless areas. Management activities should reflect the natural characteristics of fire and insect disease 
behavior and activity to create more openings of sizes and shapes reflective of the historic range of variability 
as well as diversity in age classes and stand compositions to create a mosaic pattern across the landscape.   

Recreation and cultural use is concentrated adjacent to the river corridors. It is expected that this will continue 
and is a desired aspect of managing scenery in this zone. Management activity evidence, such as logging and 
road building is appropriate in some areas, where there is a historic, cultural, and agricultural component of 
the scenic character that maintains a diversity of appearances within the broader naturally appearing scenic 
character. While mining activities are a historic cultural component of the scenic character of this zone, again 
they should not dominate the broader naturally appearing scenic character.  

Retention of the unique opportunities to enjoy the special areas and their distinct attributes is desired. 
Maintaining visual access, through management activities, into, around, and out of these special areas is also 
desired. In some cases this may include short-term alteration to the natural appearance of these areas in order 
to stabilize and create a sustainable viewshed.  
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Middle Fork Zone Scenic Character 

 

Figure 7. Middle Fork of the Clearwater near Syringa 

Existing Scenic Character 

The Middle Fork zone revolves around three nationally designated areas. They include the designated Middle 
Fork of the Clearwater wild and scenic river, including the Lochsa and Selway Rivers; the Selway-Bitterroot 
designated wilderness and the Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark. These three designated areas 
overwhelmingly inform the social and cultural use of the area and management decisions and activities. The 
linear features, river and historic landmark trail both bisect the zone from east to west. The former lies in the 
middle of the zone while the later creates the northern boundary of the zone. South of the Middle Fork of the 
Clearwater the Selway-Bitterroot wilderness occupies most of the eastern area of the zone and forms the 
eastern boundary, along with the Idaho-Montana state line at the ridgeline of the Bitterroot Mountains. The 
headwaters of the Lochsa and Selway Rivers begin in the glacial peaks of these mountains and flow 
downstream to join into the Middle Fork of the Clearwater. A rich history of human use lies adjacent to these 
river corridors and informs a strong cultural aesthetic in this scenic character zone. Historic structures such as 
those found at the Lochsa Historic Ranger Station and the Fenn Ranger Station have been maintained to 
remind visitors of the rich history of the area. Pack bridges constructed during the same time period that link 
the highway trailheads to the Wilderness access trails across the river evoke this same historic architecture. 
The historic Lolo Trail corridor, where the Nez Perce, Lewis and Clark and others crossed the Bitterroot 
Mountains reiterates and reminds us of the diversity and struggles of those who have come before us. 
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Figure 8. Selway River 

 

Figure 9. View along the Lochsa River toward the Selway Bitterroot Wilderness 
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Figure 10. Views from the Lolo Motorway 

U.S. Highway 12, an All American Road Scenic Byway, and the Selway River Road parallel the roaded portions 
of the Middle Fork of the Clearwater, the Lochsa and the Selway rivers. These roads and the 500 Road which 
parallels much of the Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark allow visitors to trace much of this history and 
experience scenery much as those who came before us experienced it. The Selway-Bitterroot wilderness is 
composed mostly of higher elevation glacial peaks, riparian canyons and numerous high mountain lakes. 
Access is limited and rugged but generally follows canyons and waterways with crossings at mountain passes 
providing long range high elevation vistas.  

Beginning in the rugged mountains that follow the stateline, the Lochsa and Selway Rivers travel through 
relatively narrow canyons before intermingling with residential and agrarian development around their 
confluence. The presence of residences along the shore continues along the Middle Fork of the Clearwater to 
the forest boundary on the western portion of the river corridor. After cascading over Selway Falls, the Selway 
River canyon broadens and the river becomes more placid. The Lochsa does not have a singular falls as 
dramatic as Selway Falls but many distinctive rocky rapids and outcrops of rock line the river corridor and its 
adjacent hillsides. In the western portion of the river system the Middle Fork of the Clearwater River flows 
through a canyon bounded on both sides by basalt rock outcrops and forested hillsides. This area is drier than 
the upper reaches of the river system and broader with some intermixed smaller rocky rapids. 

Much of the narrow canyon is covered with a dense canopy of conifers including ponderosa pine, lodgepole 
pine, Douglas fir, grand fir, western redcedar, and western larch. There are some deciduous patches of 
vegetation directly adjacent to the river corridors but not extending beyond the immediate riparian area. Here 
ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, grand fir, and western larch dominate and cover the steep canyon walls. North 
aspects, upper elevations and streamside draws are forested with western redcedar, grand fir and Douglas-fir. 
Coastal disjunct vegetative communities are found at the lower elevations within these river canyons.  
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While most of the river system corridors is heavily vegetated there are some more open canopy brush fields 
where past fire events left few live trees remaining. Many of the large openings date back to large fires that 
occurred in 1910 and 1934-36. The forested vegetation reflects the natural processes associated with fire, 
insects and diseases south of the Lochsa River. While man-caused openings can be seen mostly in the western 
and eastern entrances of the Highway 12 corridor and in the upland areas near Lolo Creek, they do not tend to 
dominate the landscape character. 

Special Places include Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark, U.S. Highway 12, All American Road Scenic Byway, 
Selway River Road, Middle Fork Clearwater/Lochsa Wild and Scenic River, Selway Falls, Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness, and Lolo Pass Visitor Center. Many visitors to this area are seeking opportunities to view scenery 
along these, primarily linear, features or enjoy a recreation experience. 

Desired Scenic Character 

The desired scenic character of this zone, much like the existing scenic character emphasizes the cultural and 
historic attributes of the zone and the naturally evolving appearance. Retention of the scenic composition that 
protects these resources as well as maintains the natural scenery that may have been experienced by previous 
visitors and users of the area. Recreation use is concentrated adjacent to the river corridors and along the Lolo 
Trail National Historic Landmark. The natural topographic features of steep river canyon walls transitioning to 
rolling uplands and alpine mountains should retain the characteristics of mixed coniferous stands, although the 
species mix could be modified to improve forest health and resiliency. Natural processes should continue to 
dominate this area, with an emphasis on the historic cultural attributes and scenery that has drawn people to 
this area for so long. This should remain especially true within designated wilderness and roadless areas, with 
man-made alterations reflecting the natural characteristics of fire and insect disease behavior and activity to 
create more openings of sizes and shapes reflective of the historic range of variability as well as diversity in age 
classes and stand compositions to create a mosaic pattern across the landscape.   

Retention of the unique opportunities to enjoy the special areas and their distinct attributes is desired. 
Maintaining visual access, through management activities, into, around, and out of these special areas is also 
desired. In some cases this may include short-term alteration to the natural appearance of these areas in order 
to stabilize and create a sustainable viewshed.  
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South Fork Scenic Character 

 

Figure 11. South Fork of the Clearwater and State Highway 14 

Existing Scenic Character 

The South Fork zone encompasses the area between just north of the South Fork of the Clearwater River south 
to the Salmon River, a designated wild and scenic river. The community of Elk City is found in the central 
portion of this area and is a square of non-forest land surrounded entirely by the forest. This expansive area 
includes the designated Gospel Hump wilderness and portions of the designated Frank Church River of No 
Return wilderness and Selway-Bitterroot wilderness. This zone also includes the portion of the forest 
commonly referred to as the Island, which abuts the designated Hells Canyon wilderness. Like the other zones, 
this one focuses on its river systems. Unlike the other zones, this is the driest zone of the forest with 
vegetation structures that reflect the drier conditions. In addition to the river systems several high mountain 
lakes are found in some of the alpine areas. 

This zone’s topography is primarily rolling uplands bisected by the canyon of the South Fork of the Clearwater 
and the break-lands of the Salomon River. The South Fork of the Clearwater canyon is a narrow rocky canyon 
with a mix of rock outcrops and water features. The Salmon River lies within a large canyon and is much drier 
than the remainder of the zone. Forest habitats include dry ponderosa pine forest at lower elevations, grand fir 
and Douglas-fir at mid-elevations, with lodgepole pine and subalpine forest at higher elevations. The highest 
ridges and cold basins of the zone have whitebark pine and lodgepole pine. East of the South Fork of the 
Clearwater River, the Red River area is a more pastoral river landscape. Extensive meadow complexes are 
found adjacent to forested canyon walls creating a contrast in views. The Fish Lake, Elk Creek and Square 
Mountain Research Natural Areas are home to unique plant communities that are distinctly different from the 
rest of the zone. Overall the vegetation pattern is a mosaic of different age and size classes created by 
extensive wildland fires.  
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The Island is found between U.S. Highway 95 and Hells Canyon. The area stretches from the private land 
adjacent to the western slopes of the Salmon River to the dividing ridge between the Salmon and the Snake 
Rivers. The area has forested habitats ranging from low elevations with mountain mahogany transitioning to 
dry upland ponderosa pine and lodgepole pine stands transitioning to high elevation habitats with subalpine 
fir, Engelmann spruce and whitebark pine. Dry grasslands and scrublands are common at all elevations.  

The historic cultural elements of this zone revolve around primarily mining and grazing uses. All of these uses 
currently occur in this zone as well, extending the historic uses into the present. There is evidence of historic 
mining activities including tailing piles and abandoned buildings and equipment especially around the Elk City 
area. The Florence area and other historic mining areas contribute to a historical and cultural landscape dating 
back to the turn of the 20th century and earlier. Portions of the Elk City Wagon Road and Magruder Corridor 
remind us of the paths people have taken in the past. Pilot Knob and McComas Meadows are culturally 
significant dating from periods of use before the 20th century. More recent history is found in USFS cultural 
elements such as Jerry Walker Cabin, Elk Summit Lookout and Cabin and historic Red River Ranger Station.  

Evidence of management is prevalent along the zone’s extensive road network in the form of visible timber 
harvest, mining and grazing. Frequent fires in the dry ponderosa pine sites are common. Current patterns of 
vegetation appear as a mosaic of different size classes of tree species as influenced by fire.  
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Figure 12. Rolling Hills near Dixie 

 

Figure 13. Island area as viewed from U.S. 95 and Salmon River 

Desired Scenic Character 

The desired condition for this zone is one of a cultural landscape where the historic uses of the landscape and 
the natural processes coexist and are visible across the landscape. The river corridors natural topographic 
features of steep canyon walls transitioning to rolling uplands found south of the South Fork of the 
Clearwater/Red River area to the Salmon River canyon should retain the characteristics of mixed coniferous 
stands, although the species mix could be modified to improve forest health and resiliency. Mixed canopy 
density variability across this landscape should continue and human-based alterations reflecting the natural 



Appendix 7  Scenic Character Descriptions 

Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests  20 

 

characteristics of fire and insect disease activity that creates natural openings in this landscape provide 
diversity and scenic interest.  

In areas around the Salmon River break-lands at the edges of the rolling landscape, distant views towards the 
subalpine mountains and towards the prairie and dissected canyon country should be retained and enhanced 
to provide opportunities to enjoy this distinct scenic opportunity. Retention of the unique opportunities to 
enjoy the special areas such as the Magruder corridor, South Fork of the Clearwater and Salmon River and 
their distinct attributes is desired. Maintaining visual access, through management activities, into, around, and 
out of these special areas is also desired. In some cases this may include short-term alteration to the natural 
appearance of these areas in order to stabilize and create a sustainable viewshed. 

The presence of historic mining activity, in and around the Red River basin in particular, may continue to tell 
the story of this human use of this zone. The presence of some aspects of these historic features is appropriate 
and may be retained while in other cases restoration of these past activities is also appropriate. Management 
activities may be appropriate to reflect the culturally more managed landscape. Natural processes with less 
management driven alteration should continue across much of this area, especially within designated 
wilderness, along designated wild and scenic river corridors and roadless areas. Natural processes should 
continue to dominate this area, with an emphasis on the historic cultural attributes and scenery that has 
drawn people to this area for so long. This should remain especially true within designated wilderness and 
roadless areas, with man-made alterations reflecting the natural characteristics of fire and insect disease 
behavior and activity to create more openings of sizes and shapes reflective of the historic range of variability 
as well as diversity in age classes and stand compositions to create a mosaic pattern across the landscape.   
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