
2020 Outfitting and Guiding Open Season Update  

Outfitters and Guides provide a critical service to the public. Outfitters and Guides are individuals that 
have skill, equipment, and knowledge that the average member of the public may not. Their 
qualifications enable them to facilitate activities that the average person may not be equipped for.  

During the 2020 open season (Jan 1 – March 1), the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
(CRGNSA) will be accepting proposals to reissue current or prior (last five years) outfitter and guide 
permits in the 2019 calendar year. A limited number of new proposals may be accepted, with priority 
given to those that demonstrate a focus (51% or more) on serving youth or underrepresented groups. 
The Forest Service is committed to connecting kids with nature and partnering with organizations who 
provide quality outdoor opportunities for underserved populations. 

The open season is the time frame during which prospective outfitter guides may apply or re-apply for a 
permit that authorizes operations on National Forest System land in the Scenic Area. Only complete 
proposals submitted by qualified proponents during the open season will be reviewed. A lottery system 
may be used to allocate permits.  

Currently, the CRGNSA is issuing temporary use permits, which are short-term, non-renewable 
authorizations for outfitter guide use that are granted in increments of 50 service days, for up to a 
maximum of 200 service days, during in a continuous 180-day period.  

New applications will be also be accepted for boating guides on the Wild and Scenic portion of the 
Klickitat River. No permits are currently available for the Lower White Salmon Wild and Scenic River in 
2020; however the Forest Service is evaluating interest in future permitting on the White Salmon.  Visit 
our Temporary Outfitter Guide Applications and Renewals webpage for more details on how to apply. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/crgnsa/passes-permits/event-commercial/?cid=fseprd594519

