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3.6.2  Recommended Areas 
3.6.2.1 Recommended Wilderness 
Recommended wilderness areas are lands that have wilderness characteristics and may be suitable for 
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. The starting point for this assessment of 
recommended wilderness areas for the new forest plan is the roadless areas as identified in the Idaho 
Roadless Rule. The Idaho Roadless Rule identified 35 roadless areas on the Nez Perce-Clearwater; 16 
areas on the Clearwater National Forest and 19 areas on the Nez Perce National Forest. These lands are 
generally free from roads and other constructed features and have a high potential to provide solitude 
or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation. Recommended wilderness areas also provide for 
species diversity, protection of threatened and endangered species, protection of watersheds, scientific 
research and other ecological processes, and social values. Recommendation of wilderness through this 
forest plan revision is a preliminary administrative determination and will receive further review and 
possible modification by the Chief of the Forest Service, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the President 
of the United States. Congress reserves the authority to make final decisions on wilderness designation 
(USDA, 2015). 

The wilderness recommendation process occurs in four primary steps: inventory, evaluation, analysis, 
and recommendation. The wilderness inventory, evaluation, and analysis process are included within 
Appendix E. Recommended wildernesses considered in this forest plan revision process will vary by 
alternative. Table 1 shows recommended wilderness areas by alternative. 

Table 1. Recommended wilderness areas by alternative. 
Recommended Wilderness Alternative 

No Action W X Y Z 
Bighorn Weitas No Yes No No No 
East Meadow Creek No Yes No Yes Yes 
Hoodoo Yes Yes No Yes Yes 
Mallard Larkins Yes Yes No Yes Yes 
Meadow Creek- Upper North Fork No Yes No No Yes 
Moose Mountain No Yes No No No 
North Fork Spruce- White Sand Portions of Yes No No Yes 
North Lochsa Slope No Yes No No No 
Pot Mountain No No No No Yes 
Rapid River No Yes No Yes Yes 
Rawhide No No No No Yes 
Sneakfoot Meadows Portions of Yes No No Yes 
West Meadow Creek No No No No Yes 
Elk Summit1 Yes1 Yes No No Yes 
Lakes1 Yes1 Yes No No Yes 
Storm Creek1 Yes1 Yes No No Yes 

1 Several of the recommended wilderness areas listed in the 1987 Clearwater Forest management plan (No Action Alternative) 
have changed names or been absorbed into other recommended wilderness areas. Elk Summit, Lakes, and Storm Creek are part 
of the North Fork Spruce-White Sand or Sneakfoot Meadows recommended wilderness area under Alternatives W and Z. 
Data Source: Recommended Wilderness Process Appendix E. 
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Relevant Laws, Regulations, and Policy 
36 CFR § 219 sec. 219.7(v): This regulation requires identification and evaluation of lands that may be 
suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System and determines whether to 
recommend any such lands for wilderness designation. 

Forest Service Manual 1923 – Wilderness Evaluation, 1923.03 – Policy: This manual directs the agency 
that all areas that may be suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System must be 
inventoried and evaluated for recommendation as designated wilderness areas during plan 
development or revision. 

Forest Service Handbook 1909.12 chap. 70: This direction contains the framework for evaluating and 
recommending lands for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

Methodology 
The directives contain the framework for the wilderness recommendation process. Forest Service 
Handbook 1909.12, Chapter 70 identifies a four-step process – Inventory, Evaluation, Analysis, and 
Recommendation. The primary function of the identification and inventory step is to identify all lands 
within the plan area that may have wilderness characteristics, as defined in the Wilderness Act of 1964, 
using a transparent process. In the inventory step the most recent roadless inventory was used, 
following the names and boundaries of areas as described in the Idaho Roadless Rule. Although some of 
these areas had different names and configurations in the past, the names and acreages from the Idaho 
Roadless Rule will be referred to within this report. Lands included in the inventory were documented 
and identified on a map and were carried forward for further evaluation. An interactive map was made 
available on the Nez Perce-Clearwater’s website displaying an initial identification and inventory of lands 
that may be suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System. The wilderness 
inventory area, comprised of 1,481,637 acres, was separated into 34 named areas. The methodology 
specifically looked at inventoried roadless areas managed by the Nez Perce-Clearwater. 

33 out of the 34 wilderness inventory areas went through a wilderness evaluation. Appendix E 
documents the wilderness evaluation worksheet and narrative for each area. The Lolo Creek roadless 
area has a total acreage of 17,500 acres but only 100 acres are managed by the Nez Perce-Clearwater, 
with the remainder managed by the Lolo National Forest. For this reason, the Lolo Creek roadless area 
will be managed consistent with the prescriptions decided upon by the Lolo National Forest and was 
dropped from this evaluation. 

Consistent with Forest Service manual direction and subsequent to the evaluation, an analysis of that 
data was conducted to determine which areas exhibited sufficient wilderness character to warrant 
further consideration and, ultimately, recommendation as wilderness through this forest plan revision 
process. The analysis presents a synopsis of the data for each roadless area as a rationale to move an 
area forward or to drop it from further consideration. See Appendix E for further explanation. 

Measurement Indicators 
The indicators were developed based on the issue statements developed from the scoping comments 
and comments made to the draft wilderness evaluation to show how elements are affected by 
recommended wilderness management area allocation: 

1. Changes in wheeled motorized opportunities compared with the existing condition 
2. Changes in motorized over-snow vehicle opportunities compared with the existing condition 
3. Changes in trail miles that allow mechanized transport compared with the existing condition 
4. Changes in amount of commercial use of permanent structures 
5. Acres of underrepresented ecological groups of the National Wilderness Preservation System 
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Analysis area 
The geographic scope of the analysis is the National Forest System lands administered by the Nez Perce-
Clearwater. All lands within the Nez Perce-Clearwater boundaries form the geographic scope for 
cumulative effects. The temporal scope of the analysis is the anticipated 15-year life of the plan. 

Affected Environment 
The 1987 Forest Plans recommended about 198,200 acres for wilderness, all within the boundaries of 
the Clearwater National Forest. More recent GIS data shows the area as 197,693 acres. These areas are 
Elk Summit, Hoodoo, Lakes, Mallard Larkins, Sneakfoot Meadows, and Storm Creek. There were no 
wilderness recommendations in the Nez Perce National Forest Plan. 

The 1987 Clearwater National Forest plan standards for recommended wilderness state that the 
management standards for these areas will meet a visual quality objective of preservation and will 
manage all uses to maintain wilderness qualities and retain semi-primitive settings. Travel management 
in existing recommended wilderness areas was addressed in the Clearwater Travel Planning Record of 
Decision, dated October 31, 2017. Under this direction, areas that are currently managed as 
recommended wilderness prohibit mechanized transport, including mountain bicycles or game carts, 
and motorized use, including wheeled and motorized over-snow vehicles. Road construction, timber 
harvest, and mineral activities may only be allowed to the extent permitted in the Idaho Roadless Rule. 

Table 2. Existing recommended wilderness areas and acres. 
Recommended Wilderness Area 1987 Forest Plan Acres GIS Acres 
Elk Summit 3,300 3,453 
Hoodoo 113,000 111,986 
Lakes 4,000 3,500 
Mallard- Larkins 66,700 66,377 
Sneakfoot Meadows 8,700 9,465 
Storm Creek 2,500 2,912 
Totals 198,200 197,693 

Data Source: 1987 Forest Plans and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Both designated and recommended Wilderness is recognized as one way in which underrepresented 
ecosystems are protected (Loomis & Echohawk, 2002), as well as a way to potentially protect more of 
these ecosystems. An initial study (Loomis & Echohawk, 2002) in 1998 and a subsequent one in 2015 
(Dietz, Belote, Aplet, & Aycrigg, 2015) examined how well the National Wilderness Preservation System 
captures the diversity of ecosystems across the United States. These two studies evaluated the 
province-level eco-regional boundaries described by (Bailey, 1995) and Aycrigg et al’s (2013) finer scale 
vegetation communities. 

The Wilderness Society used these papers to assess the Nez Perce-Clearwater Idaho Roadless Rule Areas 
and their representation of underrepresented ecosystems as part of the recommended wilderness 
process. Appendix E lists the nationally underrepresented ecosystems in these portions of the Nez 
Perce-Clearwater and was used as part of the evaluating criteria as described in Appendix E. As 
described in Table 3 about 70 percent of the Nez Perce-Clearwater is within an underrepresented 
ecosystem. Of this, 24 percent are already within the National Wilderness System in one of the 
designated wildernesses. Another 36 percent are within designated Idaho roadless rule areas and a final 
3 percent are within the 1987 forest plan recommended wilderness areas. Some of the acres within 
Idaho roadless rule areas are also recommended wilderness so the totals do not equal one hundred 
percent of the forest-wide acres but most of the underrepresented acres on the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
are within one of these existing designations. 
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Table 3. Acres of nationally underrepresented ecological groups on Nez Perce-Clearwater by land 
allocation. 

Land Allocation Acres Percent of forest-wide Underrepresented 
Designated wilderness 649,363 24 

Idaho roadless rule areas 962,275 36 

Recommended wilderness 92,855 3 

   

Forest-wide  2,677,378 701 

1 This percent is the percent of the total Nez Perce-Clearwater forest that is within an underrepresented ecosystem. 
Data Source: The Wilderness Society data analysis 

Environmental Consequences 
Effects to No Action Alternative 
The No Action Alternative would retain the recommended wildernesses as described in the 1987 
Clearwater Forest Plan. There are no recommended wilderness areas described in the 1987 Nez Perce 
Forest Plan. The following table lists the indicators that were used to evaluate effects to the existing 
recommended wilderness areas, which will be compared to the action alternatives. There are 197,693 
acres within these six areas as described in the table. 

Table 4. Indicators for recommended wilderness in the No Action Alternative. 
Indicators Unit of measure 

Acres of recommended wilderness 197,693 
Change in miles of trails open to wheeled motorized use 0 
Change in acreage of suitable motorized over-snow vehicle areas 0 
Change in miles of trails open to mechanized transportation  0 
Change in commercial rental (buildings and structures) units 0 
Acres of underrepresented ecological groups of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System 

92,855 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data and The Wilderness Society data. 

There would be no change to any of the indicators to assess the effects to recommended wilderness 
across alternatives. The fifth indicator, underrepresented acres within recommended wilderness, is not a 
measure of change across alternatives and was not part of the 1987 forest plan. It is therefore listed in 
the table by the acres of underrepresented ecosystems within each of the existing recommended 
wilderness areas. There would be no changes to the indicators of miles of trails open to wheeled 
motorized use, acres suitable for over-snow vehicle use, miles of trail open to mechanized transport, and 
number of commercial rental units. 

The 197,693 acres of recommended wilderness when combined with the 1,139,059 acres of designated 
wilderness would bring the total acreage to about 1,336,752 acres or about 32.8 percent of the Nez 
Perce-Clearwater that is in designated or recommended wilderness. National direction requires that 
areas recommended for wilderness avoid uses and management activities that might reduce their future 
potential to become designated wilderness. These acres would provide a primitive setting on 
approximately 30 percent of the Nez Perce-Clearwater where wheeled motorized use, motorized over-
snow vehicle use, and mechanized transport, including bicycles and game carts, would be prohibited. 
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The No Action Alternative includes approximately 92,855 acres of underrepresented ecological groups 
or about three percent of the available underrepresented ecosystem acres on the Nez Perce-Clearwater. 
If added to the acres of underrepresented ecosystems in designated wilderness, 27 percent of the 
forest-wide underrepresented acres would be within one of these allocations. 

The six recommended wilderness areas that would be retained under the No Action Alternative are 
listed in Table 5. All of these recommended wilderness areas are on the Clearwater National Forest. 
There would be no recommended wilderness areas on the Nez Perce National Forest under this 
alternative. 

Table 5. No Action Alternative recommended wilderness areas and acres. 
Recommended Wilderness 

Area 
GIS 

Acres 
Indicator 
1 (miles) 

Indicator 
2 (acres) 

Indicator 
3 (miles) 

Indicator 
4 (#) 

Indicator 
5 (acres) 

Elk Summit 3,453 0 0 0 0 1,761 
Hoodoo 111,986 0 0 0 0 46,810 
Lakes 3,500 0 0 0 0 1,785 
Mallard-Larkins 66,377 0 0 0 0 37,569 
Sneakfoot Meadows 9,465 0 0 0 0 3,445 
Storm Creek 2,912 0 0 0 0 1,485 
Total 197,693 0 0 0 0 92,855 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data and The Wilderness Society data. 

Effects that Vary by Action Alternative 
Alternative W 
Alternative W includes 10 areas as recommended wilderness totaling 856,932 acres. These areas would 
be managed in a primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized recreation opportunity spectrum setting, 
with motorized and mechanized travel prohibited, including aircraft and unmanned aerial systems, 
except for administrative use by federal, state, and local agencies. 

Additionally, the construction of new structures or buildings would not be suitable unless explicitly 
needed to protect resources or administer the area. The maintenance of existing buildings and 
structures, and measures to protect those buildings and structures, would be allowed. Replacement of 
existing buildings, unless explicitly needed to protect resources or administer the area, would not be 
allowed. Continued commercial use of the four rental cabins – Liz Butte Cabin, Liz Creek Cabin, Scurvy 
Mountain Lookout, and Meadow Creek Station – would be allowed under this alternative. 

There are several existing roads open to high clearance vehicles within recommended wilderness areas 
under this alternative. The East Meadow Creek recommended wilderness area contains two roads – 
Forest Service Road 285 Elk Mountain, extending 8.9 miles, and Forest Service Road 357 Running Creek, 
covering 10.4 miles – that would be excluded from the recommended wilderness area and remain open 
to motorized travel. The Sneakfoot Meadows recommended wilderness area has one road, Forest 
Service Road 358, which would remain open to motorized vehicles leading into Kooskooskia Meadows 
for 2.1 miles, after-which the trail is non-motorized. Within the Hoodoo recommended wilderness area 
the Fish Lake trail would remain open to motorized travel for approximately 4.5 miles, after-which the 
trail is non-motorized. Both of these motorized routes are excluded from the recommended wilderness 
areas. 

Alternative W finds use of chainsaws to be suitable for administrative use by agency personnel, 
partners, and members of the public under agreement with the Nez Perce-Clearwater. All other 
motorized and mechanized equipment use would be prohibited by the public. Administratively, 
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chainsaws and other hand held motorized tools are suitable to accomplish work that preserves or 
improves the wilderness characteristics of the area and to maintain infrastructure and trails. 

There are 840 miles of system trails within Alternative W’s recommended wilderness areas, with 187 
miles currently open to motorized travel. Including the motorized trails, there are 538 miles that are 
currently open to mechanized transport. Table 6 describes the summer and winter recreation 
opportunity spectrum classes within the recommended wilderness areas of Alternative W. Under this 
alternative there are no acres in a motorized class. Therefore the motorized and mechanized activities 
and uses that are not allowed in the forest plan’s record of decision could begin to be removed after 
site-specific analysis is completed. Mechanized transport on system trails within recommended 
wilderness areas could decrease from 538 miles to 0 miles through this process. Likewise wheeled 
motorized use on designated routes could decrease from 187 miles to 0 miles within recommended 
wilderness areas after site-specific analysis is completed. Finally, the winter motorized suitable acres 
could also be reduced to zero under this alternative. 

Table 6. Acres of recommended wilderness in summer and winter recreation opportunity spectrum 
classes in Alternative W. 

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Class Alternative W 
Summer Winter 

Primitive 24,080 0 
Semi-primitive non-motorized 832,852 856,932 
Non-motorized Total 856,932 856,932 
Semi-primitive motorized 0 0 
Roaded Natural 0 0 
Rural 0 0 
Motorized Total 0 0 
Total Acres 856,932 856,932 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

This alternative and Alternative Y would result in the most changes to wheeled motorized use, 
mechanized transport, and motorized over-snow vehicle use opportunities on the Nez Perce-Clearwater. 
Displacement of both wheeled and over-snow motorized vehicles and mechanized transport on the Nez 
Perce-Clearwater would occur if a site-specific decision is completed that prohibits these uses in 
recommended wilderness. Should these closures occur, use might become concentrated in areas that 
remain suitable for motorized wheeled and motorized over-snow vehicle, causing some users to have 
negative experiences or go elsewhere to an off-forest location or to other lands open to motorized use 
and mechanized transport. 

In this alternative, the construction of new buildings or structures would not be allowed unless explicitly 
needed to protect resources or administer the area. Maintenance of current buildings and structures, 
and measures to protect those buildings and structures, would be permitted. The replacement of 
existing buildings, unless explicitly needed to protect resources or administer the area, would not be not 
allowed. 

Alternative W includes 343,482 acres of underrepresented ecological groups, which is higher than all of 
the other alternatives. This is the amount this alternative would add of underrepresented ecological 
groups to the National Wilderness Preservation System if these areas were designated as wilderness. 

The total amount of recommended wilderness when combined with existing designated wilderness, 
1,139,059 acres, would bring the total acreage to about 1,995,992 acres or about 49 percent of the Nez 
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Perce-Clearwater that is in designated or recommended wilderness. These acres would provide a 
primitive and/or semi-primitive non-motorized setting on 53 percent of the Nez Perce-Clearwater, 
where wheeled motorized use, motorized over-snow vehicle use, and mechanized transport, such as 
bicycles and game carts, would decrease. The primitive setting is characterized by large, remote, wild, 
and predominantly unmodified landscapes with no motorized activity and a lower probability of seeing 
other people. Primitive settings are managed for quiet solitude away from roads, people, and 
development. There are few, if any, facilities or developments. Semi-primitive non-motorized settings 
are characterized by areas of the Nez Perce-Clearwater that are managed for non-motorized use. Uses 
may include hiking and equestrian trails, mountain bikes, and other non-motorized mechanized 
equipment. Rustic facilities may be present, usually for administrative or resource protection purposes. 
These areas provide for the opportunity for exploration, challenge, and self-reliance. This alternative 
provides opportunity for a primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized recreation opportunity spectrum 
setting through recommending 856,932 acres for wilderness designation. 

Alternative W has more recommended wilderness than the other alternatives. There would be a five-
year objective for removing those activities or uses that are not allowed in the forest plan’s record of 
decision. 

Table 7. Alternative W recommended wilderness areas. 
Recommended Wilderness Area GIS 

Acres 
Indicator 
1 (miles) 

Indicator 
2 (acres) 

Indicator 
3 (miles) 

Indicator 
4 (#) 

Indicator 
5 (acres) 

Bighorn Weitas 254,901 -107  -254,901 -268.7  0 159,823 
East Meadow Creek 96,856 -17.3  -96,856 -98.6 0 65,572 
Hoodoo 151,874 0 -39,886 0 0 63,483 
Mallard Larkins 90,849 0 -24,472 0 0 51,421 
Meadow Creek- Upper North Fork 43,075 0 -43,076 -28.7  0 17,833 
Moose Mountain 22,023 0 -22,023 -10.5  0 12,003 
North Fork Spruce Creek- White 
Sand 

35,424 0 -25,559 0 0 23,380 

North Lochsa Slope 117,659 -59.4  -117,659 -128.5  0 85,656 
Rapid River 20,941 0 0 0 0 15,642 
Sneakfoot Meadows 23,330 0 -13,865 0 0 8,492 
Totals 856,932 -183.7 -638,297 -535 0 503,305 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Table 8. Indicators for recommended wilderness in Alternative W. 
Indicators Change 

Acres of recommended wilderness 856,932 
Change in miles of trails open to wheeled motorized use -183.7 
Change in acreage of suitable motorized over-snow vehicle areas -638,297 
Change in miles of trails open to mechanized transportation  -535 
Change in commercial rental (buildings and structures) units 0 
Acres of underrepresented ecological groups of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System 

503,305 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Alternative X 
There are no areas recommended for wilderness in this alternative. Therefore, the 1987 Forest Plan 
recommended wilderness areas would no longer be managed as recommended wilderness. Under this 
alternative, some wilderness characteristics within inventoried roadless areas would be maintained by 
the requirements of the Idaho Roadless Rule, which prohibits building roads and limits timber harvest, 
although motorized use is not prohibited. Refer to the Sustainable Recreation and Idaho Roadless Rule 
Area sections for additional information. The Nez Perce-Clearwater would continue to provide a 
primitive recreation opportunity spectrum experience in the existing designated wilderness of 1,139,059 
acres, or 28 percent, of the Nez Perce-Clearwater. Since no areas are recommended for wilderness, 
Alternative X would provide for an increase in the amount of trail miles open to mechanized transport. 
Forest wide, the total amount of trail miles available for wheeled motorized use would remain the same; 
mechanized transport on system trails would increase from 1463.3 miles to 1,637 miles; and areas 
allowing for motorized over-snow vehicle use would remain at current levels. 

However, because this alternative recommends no additional areas for wilderness, opportunities for 
solitude and remoteness in a primitive setting would decrease across the Nez Perce-Clearwater. 
Therefore, this alternative provides the least amount of primitive setting of all the alternatives. 

Alternative X includes 0 acres of underrepresented ecological groups, which is lower than all other 
Alternatives. This is the amount this alternative would not add to underrepresented ecological groups to 
the National Wilderness Preservation System since these areas would not be recommended. 

Under this alternative there would be no changes to the amount of trail miles open to wheeled 
motorized use and an increase to the amount of trail miles available for mechanized transport by 173.7 
miles. Additionally, this alternative would increase the amount of acreage available for motorized over 
snow travel by 197,693 acres. 

Table 9. Alternative X recommended wilderness areas. 
Recommended Wilderness 

Area 
Acres Indicator 

1 (miles) 
Indicator 
2 (acres) 

Indicator 
3 (miles) 

Indicator 
4 (#) 

Indicator 
5 (acres) 

None 0 0 +197,693 +173.7 0 0 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Table 10. Indicators for recommended wilderness in Alternative X. 
Indicators Unit of measure 

Acres of recommended wilderness 0 
Change in miles of trails open to wheeled motorized use 0 
Change in acres of suitable motorized over-snow vehicle areas +197,693 
Change in miles of trails open to mechanized transportation  +173.7 
Change in the number of commercial rental (buildings and structures) units 0 
Acres of underrepresented ecological groups of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System 

0 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Alternative Y 
Alternative Y would recommend 4 areas for recommended wilderness totaling 309,332 acres. These 
areas would be managed in either a primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized recreation opportunity 
spectrum setting, with motorized and mechanized travel prohibited, including aircraft and unmanned 
aerial systems, excepting administrative use by federal, state, or local agencies. 
Additionally, the construction of new structures or buildings would not be suitable unless explicitly 
needed to protect resources or administer the area. The maintenance of existing buildings and 
structures, and measures to protect those buildings and structures, would be allowed. Replacement of 
existing buildings, unless explicitly needed to protect resources or administer the area, would not be 
allowed. Continued commercial use of one rental cabin, Meadow Creek Station, within these 
recommended wilderness areas would be allowed under this alternative. 
There are several existing roads open to high clearance vehicles within recommended wilderness areas 
under this alternative. The East Meadow Creek recommended wilderness area contains two roads – 
Forest Service Road 285 Elk Mountain, 8.9 miles, and Forest Service Road 357 Running Creek, 10.4 miles 
– that penetrate the area, are excluded from the area, and would remain open to motorized travel. 
Within the Hoodoo recommended wilderness area, the Fish Lake trail at 4.1 miles would be closed to 
motorized travel pending site-specific analysis. 
Alternative Y states the use of motorized equipment is not suitable by partners, or members of the 
public under agreement with the Nez Perce-Clearwater, to facilitate access by clearing trails. 
Administratively, chainsaws and other hand held motorized tools would be permitted to accomplish 
restoration activities, to accomplish administrative work that protects and or enhances the wilderness 
characteristics of the area, or to maintain infrastructure and trails to facilitate access into areas. 
There are 317 miles of system trails within Alternative Y’s recommended wilderness areas, with 23 miles 
currently open to motorized travel. Including the motorized trails, there are 104.5 miles that are 
currently open to mechanized transport. There are several areas within the Alternative Y recommended 
wilderness areas that are currently managed as recommended wilderness, and as such, currently do not 
allow for mechanized transport. Table 11 describes the summer and winter recreation opportunity 
spectrum classes within the recommended wilderness areas of Alternative Y. Under this alternative 
there are no acres in a motorized class. Therefore, the motorized and mechanized activities or uses that 
are not allowed in the forest plan’s record of decision could begin to be removed after site-specific 
analysis is completed. Mechanized transport on system trails within recommended wilderness areas 
could decrease from 104.5 miles to 0 miles through this process. Likewise, wheeled motorized use on 
designated routes could decrease from 23 miles to 0 miles within recommended wilderness areas after 
completion of site-specific analysis. Finally, the winter motorized suitable acres could also be reduced to 
zero. 
Table 11. Acres of recommended wilderness in summer and winter recreation opportunity spectrum 
classes in Alternative Y. 

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Class Alternative Y 
Summer Winter 

Primitive 24,080 0 
Semi-primitive non-motorized 285,227 309,332 
Non-motorized Total 309,306 309,332 
Semi-primitive motorized 0 0 
Roaded Natural 0 0 
Rural 0 0 
Motorized Total 0 0 
Total Acres 309,306 309,332 
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Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

This alternative and Alternative W would result in the most changes to wheeled motorized use, 
mechanized transport, and motorized over-snow vehicle use opportunities on the Nez Perce-Clearwater. 
Displacement of motorized, both wheeled and over-snow vehicles, and mechanized transport on the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater could occur if a site-specific decision is completed that prohibits these uses in 
recommended wilderness. Should these closures occur, use might become concentrated in areas that 
remain suitable for motorized wheeled and motorized over-snow vehicle, causing some users to have 
negative experiences or go elsewhere to an off-forest location or to other lands open to motorized use 
and mechanized transport. 

In this alternative, the construction of new buildings or structures would not be allowed unless explicitly 
needed to protect resources or administer the area. Maintenance of current buildings and structures, 
and measures to protect those buildings and structures, would be permitted. The replacement of 
existing buildings, unless explicitly needed to protect resources or administer the area, would not be not 
allowed. 

Alternative Y includes 174,723 acres of underrepresented ecological groups, which is higher than 
Alternative X and lower than Alternatives W and Z. This is the amount this alternative would add of 
underrepresented ecological groups to the National Wilderness Preservation System if these areas were 
designated as wilderness. 

The total amount of recommended wilderness when combined with existing designated wilderness, 
1,139,059 acres, would bring the total acreage to about 1,448,391 acres, or about 35.5 percent, of the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater that is in designated or recommended wilderness. These acres would provide a 
primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized setting on 56 percent of the Nez Perce-Clearwater where 
wheeled motorized use, motorized over-snow vehicle use, and mechanized transport, including bicycles 
and game carts, would decrease. The primitive setting is characterized by large, remote, wild, and 
predominantly unmodified landscapes with no motorized activity and a lower probability of seeing other 
people. Primitive settings are managed for quiet solitude away from roads, people, and development. 
There are few, if any, facilities or developments. Semi-primitive non-motorized settings are 
characterized by areas of the Nez Perce-Clearwater that are managed for non-motorized use. Uses may 
include hiking and equestrian trails, mountain bikes, and other non-motorized mechanized equipment. 
Rustic facilities may be present, usually for administrative or resource protection purposes. These areas 
provide for the opportunity for exploration, challenge, and self-reliance. This alternative provides 
opportunity for a primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized recreation opportunity spectrum setting 
through recommending 309,306 acres for wilderness designation. 

Alternative Y has more recommended wilderness than Alternative X and less than Alternatives W and Z. 
There would be a five-year objective for removing those uses that are inconsistent with wilderness 
designation. 

Table 12. Alternative Y recommended wilderness areas. 
Recommended Wilderness Area Acres Indicator 

1 (miles) 
Indicator 
2 (acres) 

Indicator 
3 (miles) 

Indicator 
4 (#) 

Indicator 
5 (acres) 

East Meadow Creek 96,856 -17.3 -96,856 -98.7 0 65,572 
Hoodoo 100,680  -4.1 +11,308 -4.1 0 42,084 
Mallard Larkins 90,855 -1.7 -24,478 -1.7 0 51,424 
Rapid River 20,941 0 0 0 0 15,643 
Total acres 309,332 -23.1 -132,642 -104.5 0 174,723 
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Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Table 13. Indicators for recommended wilderness in Alternative Y. 
Indicators Unit of measure 

Acres of recommended wilderness 309,332 
Change in miles of trails open to wheeled motorized use -23.1 
Change in acres of suitable motorized over-snow vehicle areas -132,642 
Change in miles of trails open to mechanized transportation  -104.5 
Change in the number of Commercial rental (buildings and structures) units 0 
Acres of underrepresented ecological groups of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System 

174,723 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Alternative Z 
Alternative Z would have 10 areas for recommended wilderness totaling 569,755 acres. These areas 
would be managed in a primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized, with motorized travel prohibited, 
excluding recreational and administrative use of aircraft and unmanned aerial systems. The winter 
recreation opportunity spectrum for these areas would be primarily semi-primitive motorized and would 
allow for motorized over-snow vehicle use. Bicycles and other forms of mechanized transportation 
would also be allowed year-round. 

Additionally, the construction of new structures or buildings would not be suitable unless explicitly 
needed to protect resources or administer the area. The maintenance of existing buildings and 
structures, and measures to protect those buildings and structures, would be allowed. Under this 
alternative the replacement of existing buildings and structures would be allowed. Commercial rental of 
existing structures would not be allowed under this alternative. Meadow Creek Station is the only 
existing commercial rental within these recommended wilderness areas. 

There are several existing roads open to high clearance vehicles within recommended wilderness areas 
under this alternative. The East Meadow Creek recommended wilderness area contains two roads –
Forest Service Road 285 Elk Mountain, 8.9 miles, and Forest Service Road 357 Running Creek, 10.4 miles 
– that are currently open and could be closed to motorized travel pending a site-specific analysis. The 
Sneakfoot Meadows recommended wilderness area has one road, Forest Service road 358, which could 
also be closed to motorized vehicles leading into Kooskooskia Meadows for 2.1 miles pending a site-
specific analysis. Within the Hoodoo recommended wilderness area the Fish Lake trail would remain 
open to motorized travel. 

Alternative Z finds use of chainsaws to be suitable for administrative use by agency personnel, partners, 
and members of the public under agreement with the Nez Perce-Clearwater. Administratively, 
chainsaws and other hand held motorized tools are permitted to accomplish restoration activities, to 
accomplish administrative work that protects and or enhances the wilderness characteristics of the area, 
or to maintain infrastructure and trails to facilitate access into areas. 

There are 414 miles of system trails within Alternative Z’s recommended wilderness areas, with 39.3 
miles currently open to motorized travel. Including the motorized trails, there are 163.5 miles that are 
currently open to mechanized transport. There are several areas within the Alternative Z recommended 
wilderness areas that are currently managed as recommended wilderness or have prohibitions on 
mechanized transport on Rapid River, and as such, do not allow for mechanized transport. However, 
under this alternative the amount of trail miles open to mechanized transport would increase to 389 
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miles. Table 14 describes the summer and winter recreation opportunity spectrum classes within the 
recommended wilderness areas of Alternative Z. Under this alternative there are no acres in a motorized 
class. Therefore, the motorized trail use that is not allowed in the forest plan’s record of decision could 
begin to be removed after site-specific analysis is completed. Wheeled motorized use on designated 
routes could decrease from 39.3 miles to 0 miles within recommended wilderness areas after site-
specific analysis is completed. Finally, the winter motorized suitable acres would not be changed 
because in this alternative all recommended wilderness acres are within the semi-primitive motorized or 
roaded natural class, which find motorized over-snow use suitable. This suitability finding does not 
ensure that all acres of recommended wilderness would be accessible for winter over-snow vehicle use. 

Table 14. Acres of recommended wilderness in summer and winter recreation opportunity spectrum 
classes in Alternative Z. 

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Class Alternative Z  
Summer Winter 

Primitive 34,749 0 
Semi-primitive non-motorized 534,988 0 
Non-motorized Total 569,737 0 
Semi-primitive motorized 0 464,514 
Roaded Natural 0 10,145 
Rural 0 0 
Motorized Total 0 474,659 
Total Acres 567,737 474,659 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

This alternative would result in the least amount of change to winter over-snow motorized use since all 
recommended wilderness acres would be suitable for over-snow use. A larger amount of the forest 
would be found suitable for winter over-snow use than the current 1987 plans find suitable. Under the 
No Action Alternative, only 7 percent of recommended wilderness areas would be suitable for winter 
over-snow use; but, under this alternative, all 100 percent of the recommended wilderness areas would 
be suitable. Likewise the miles of trail suitable for mechanized travel within the recommended areas 
would also be retained under this alternative. Wheeled motorized travel would be reduced in this 
alternative for the recommended wildernesses. This alternative has more acres of recommended 
wilderness than Alternative Y and less than Alternative W so it would cumulatively reduce the amount of 
wheeled suitable acres across the forest compared to Alternative Y and expand the amount compared 
to Alternative W. Displacement of wheeled motorized vehicles on the Nez Perce-Clearwater could occur 
if a site-specific decision is completed that prohibits these uses in recommended wilderness. Should 
these closures occur, use might become concentrated in areas that remain suitable for motorized 
wheeled transport causing some users to have negative experiences and/or go elsewhere to an off-
forest location or to other lands open to motorized use. 

Alternative Z includes 333,078 acres of underrepresented ecological groups, which is higher than 
Alternatives X and Y and lower than Alternatives W. This is the amount this alternative would add of 
underrepresented ecological groups to the National Wilderness Preservation System if these areas were 
designated as wilderness. 
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The total amount of recommended wilderness when combined with existing designated wilderness, 
1,139,059 acres, would bring the total acreage to about 1,613,348 acres, or about 39.6 percent, of the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater that is in designated or recommended wilderness. These acres would provide 
summer recreation opportunities that are consistent with the recreation opportunity spectrum 
classification of semi-primitive non-motorized or primitive on 57 percent of the Nez Perce-Clearwater, 
where wheeled motorized use would decrease. The primitive setting is characterized by large, remote, 
wild, and predominantly unmodified landscapes with no motorized activity and a lower probability of 
seeing other people. Primitive settings are managed for quiet solitude away from roads, people, and 
development. There are few, if any, facilities or developments. Semi-primitive non-motorized settings 
are characterized by areas of the Nez Perce-Clearwater that are managed for non-motorized use. Uses 
may include hiking and equestrian trails, mountain bikes, and other non-motorized mechanized 
equipment. Rustic facilities may be present, usually for administrative or resource protection purposes. 
These areas provide for the opportunity for exploration, challenge, and self-reliance. This alternative 
provides opportunity for a primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized recreation opportunity spectrum 
setting through recommending 197,693 acres for wilderness designation. 

Alternative Z has more recommended wilderness than Alternative X and Y and less than Alternative W. 
Therefore, it would provide the second highest amount of recommended wilderness setting on the Nez 
Perce-Clearwater. 

Table 15. Alternative Z recommended wilderness areas. 
Recommended Wilderness Area Acres Indicator 

1 (miles) 
Indicator 
2 (acres) 

Indicator 
3 (miles) 

Indicator 
4 (#) 

Indicator 
5 (acres) 

East Meadow Creek 96,278 -17.3 0 0 -1 65,180 
Hoodoo 147,039 -1.1 +111,988 +104.4 0 61,462 
Mallard Larkins 79,011 -.8 +66,377 +42.7 0 44,720 
Meadow Creek- Upper North Fork 41,941 0 0 0 0 17,364 
North Fork Spruce Creek- White 
Sand 

13,816 0 +9,865 +14.1 0 9,119 

Pot Mountain 51,070 -20.1 0 0 0 36,158 
Rapid River  19,510 0 0 0 0 14,574 
Rawhide 5,681 0 0 0 0 2,352 
Sneakfoot Meadows 19,609 0 +9,465 +10.2 0 7,138 
West Meadow Creek 95,800 -41.0 0 0 0 75,011 
Total  569,755 -80.3 +197,695 +171.4 -1 333,078 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Table 16. Indicators for recommended wilderness in Alternative Z 
Indicators Unit of measure 

Acres of recommended wilderness 569,755 
Change in miles of trails open to wheeled motorized use -80.3 
Change in acres of suitable motorized over-snow vehicle areas +197,695 
Change in miles of trails open to mechanized transportation  +171.4 
Change in the number of Commercial rental (buildings and structures) units -1 
Acres of underrepresented ecological groups of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System 

333,078 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Cumulative Effects 
Cumulative effects are the past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future effects from management 
activities on the Nez Perce-Clearwater and adjacent lands. 
Reasonable and foreseeable future actions on National Forest System lands include vegetation 
management, mining, increased recreational use, wildfire suppression, and reduction of fuels in the 
wildland-urban interface. Generally, just the sights and sounds within the recommended wilderness 
area are used to determine effects on wilderness characteristics. However, depending on proximity to 
the recommended area boundary, as well as physical characteristics of the area, activities outside of a 
recommended area can impact opportunities for solitude, primitive and unconfined recreation, and 
apparent naturalness. Some activities may be transient and temporary with only short-term impacts, 
such as noise from logging activities. Other activities may be long-term or permanent and provide 
potential constant degradation of some wilderness characteristic, such as increased population and an 
associated increased recreational use of an area or a boundary road with regular traffic noise. 
Growth in Lolo, Ravalli, and Missoula Counties is likely to increase recreational use of select portions of 
the Nez Perce-Clearwater, including use within some recommended wilderness areas. The effects of 
urbanization and population growth on recommended wilderness use and resource conditions are likely 
to be gradual and to extend well beyond the planning period. Increased recreational use may negatively 
affect wilderness characteristics, particularly the opportunity for solitude and natural quality. Examples 
of potential impacts include increased opportunity for crowding, soil compaction or erosion, and threats 
to native plant species from the spread of noxious weeds from sources outside the area. 
Currently, the Nez Perce-Clearwater manages approximately 23.7 percent of the designated wilderness 
within Idaho and 1 percent of the National Wilderness Preservation System. Alternative W could 
potentially add the most acres to the National Wilderness Preservation System, followed by Alternatives 
Z and Y. Alternative X recommends no additional areas for recommended wilderness. 
Five recommended wilderness areas on the Nez Perce-Clearwater – Hoodoo, Mallard Larkins, Meadow 
Creek-Upper North Fork, Rawhide, and East Meadow Creek – are adjacent to other National Forests. The 
Mallard Larkins recommended wilderness area shares about 33 miles of boundary with the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forest, which has recommended their portion of the Mallard Larkins area, 
approximately 80,200 acres, as recommended wilderness. The Meadow Creek-Upper North Fork and 
Rawhide recommended wilderness areas share boundaries with both the Idaho Panhandle and Lolo 
National Forests and do not have additional areas recommended as wilderness on those National 
Forests. The Hoodoo recommended wilderness area shares a border with the Lolo National Forest for 
approximately 47 miles. The Hoodoo, or Great Burn as it is referred to on the Lolo, has an additional 
98,100 acres recommended as wilderness on that National Forest. The East Meadow Creek 
recommended wilderness area boarders the Bitterroot National Forest portion of the Selway Bitterroot 
Wilderness area, with about 19 miles of shared boundary. 
Table 17. Recommended wilderness areas bordering other forests. 

Recommended 
wilderness area name 

Nez Perce Clearwater acres 
(varies by Alternative) 

Adjoining National 
forest acres  

Total acres (varies 
by Alternative) 

East Meadow Creek 97,000 0 97,000 
Hoodoo 101,000- 151,000 98,100 199,100- 249,100 
Mallard Larkins 79,000- 91,000 80,200 159,200- 171,200 
Meadow Creek- Upper 
North Fork 

42,000- 43,000 0 42,000- 43,000 

Rawhide 5,861 0 5,861 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Effects to Resource from Other Resources 
Management Area Allocations 
Management area allocations vary between alternatives. Wilderness, ecological, and social 
characteristics that provide the suitability for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System 
would be protected and maintained under the No Action Alternative and Alternatives W, Y, and Z. 

Fire and Fuels Management 
All alternatives allow prescribed fire to be used, if needed, as a restoration tool to protect and/or 
enhance the wilderness characteristics of these areas. This provides options for the restoration of 
recommended wilderness areas. Wildland fire is managed to play its natural role while managers 
evaluate point protection of values at risk. Fire and fuels management guidelines specify the use of 
minimum impact strategies and tactics to manage wildland fire within recommended wilderness, which 
would further protect wilderness characteristics. 

Fuel treatments such as timber cutting, sale, and removal may occur to the extent permitted in the 
Idaho Roadless Rule (Part II 36 CFR 294, 2008) or to preserve and improve wilderness character. 

Vegetative Management 
These lands are not suitable for timber production; timber harvest is not allowed. Most lands within 
recommended wilderness are within inventoried roadless areas that have high to outstanding 
wilderness characteristics, primarily due to restrictions on road building and to timber harvesting not 
occurring in much of these areas. Inventoried roadless areas are identified as not suitable for timber 
production; therefore, there are very few acres within recommended wilderness where timber 
production would have been considered suitable. Refer to the Timber section for more information. 

Vegetation management options would change in the future if recommended wilderness areas are 
designated as wilderness. Refer to the Forestlands section, the At-Risk Plant section, and the Fire 
Management section for additional information on these effects to vegetation management. 

Recreation and Access 
Alternative W contains the greatest amount of recommended wilderness and all identified areas would 
be managed under a summer recreation opportunity spectrum classification of primitive or semi-
primitive non-motorized in addition to prohibiting modes of mechanized transport. This would 
represent a decrease of 186.7 miles of trails currently open to wheeled motorized use and 537.8 miles 
of trails currently open to mechanized transport. Additionally, recommended wilderness areas under 
Alternative W would be managed with a winter recreation opportunity spectrum classification of semi-
primitive non-motorized, reducing the amount of acreage open to motorized over snow travel by 
638,297 acres. Conversely, this alternative contains the greatest acreage and/or trail miles suitable only 
for non-motorized and or non-mechanized transport, such as hiking, skiing, and stock use. 

Alternative X, which recommends no areas for wilderness consideration, will not have an effect on the 
amount of trail miles open for motorized use. The summer recreation opportunity spectrum will remain 
primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized. However, these recommended areas will be opened to 
mechanized transport and this alternative offers the same increase in miles as Alternative Z, at 173.7 
miles of trails. Under this alternative, the areas that were managed as recommended wilderness would 
be opened up to winter motorized use and would be managed with the winter recreation opportunity 
spectrum of semi-primitive motorized. This would be an increase of 197,693 acres. 
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Of all the action Alternatives, Alternative Y would have the lowest impact on the number of trail miles 
that are currently open to motorized and mechanized summer travel and winter motorized over snow 
travel. Under this alternative the summer recreation opportunity spectrum would be managed as 
primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized. There would be a 23 mile decrease in trail miles open to 
motorized summer use, mostly in the Pot Mountain recommended wilderness area, and a 104 mile 
decrease in mechanized transport opportunities. Winter opportunities under the recreation opportunity 
spectrum of semi-primitive motorized would decrease by 110,026 acres under this alternative. 

Alternative Z contains the second most amount of recommended wilderness, less than Alternative W 
and more than X and Y. Under this alternative the summer recreation opportunity spectrum would be 
managed as primitive or semi-primitive non-motorized. However, these lands would be open to 
mechanized transport, unlike Alternatives W and Y. This will cause a small decrease in the amount of 
trail miles open to wheeled motorized use by 39.3 miles and an increase in the amount of trail miles 
open to mechanized transport by 171.4 miles. Since this alternative would have a winter recreation 
opportunity spectrum of semi-primitive motorized across all recommended wilderness areas, there 
would be an increase of 197,695 acres open to motorized over snow travel. 

Under all alternatives new road construction or reconstruction would not be suitable in recommended 
wilderness areas or Idaho Roadless Rule areas, which limits the amount of new access on the Nez Perce-
Clearwater. Since all recommended wilderness areas are within Idaho Roadless Rule areas, effects to 
road construction and reconstruction would be minimal compared to current conditions. 

Recommended wilderness is not suitable for developed recreation facilities that provide for user 
comforts such as picnic tables, fire grills, and vault toilets. These areas are generally in the primitive 
recreation opportunity spectrum setting, providing challenges and predominantly unmodified 
landscapes, and are managed for quiet solitude away from roads, people, and development. 

Table 18. Indicators by Alternative 
Indicators 

 

Alternative 
No Action W X Y Z 

Acres of recommended wilderness 197,693 acres 856,932 0 309,332 569,755 
Change in miles of trails open to wheeled 
motorized use 

0 -183.7 0 -23.1 -80.3 

Change in acreage of suitable motorized 
over-snow vehicle areas 

0 -638,297 +197,693 -132,642 +197,695 

Change in miles of trails open to mechanized 
transportation  

0 -535 +173.7 -104.5 +171.4 

Change in commercial rental (buildings and 
structures) units 

0 0 0 0 -1 

Acres of underrepresented ecological groups 
of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System 

92,855 503,305 0 174,723 333,078 

Data Source: Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Wildlife and Fish Management 
Recommended wilderness areas are characterized by a natural environment where ecological processes 
such as natural succession, wildfire, and insects and disease function with a limited amount of human 
influence. Impacts from visitation do not detract from the natural setting. However, recommended 
wilderness is suitable for restoration activities where the outcomes will protect the wilderness 
characteristics of the areas, as long as the ecological and social characteristics that provide the basis for 
each area’s suitability for wilderness recommendation are maintained and protected. Restoration 
activities or management activities for wildlife and fish could include monitoring; relocation of animals; 
habitat improvements, such as use of prescribed fire; removal of non-native fish species; and stream 
improvements. Refer to the ‘Wildlife’ and ‘Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries’ sections for additional 
information. 

Minerals Management 
Mineral activities may be allowed only to the extent permitted in the Idaho Roadless Rule (36 CFR 
294.25- Mineral Activities in Idaho Roadless Areas). This would not change if an area becomes 
recommended wilderness. Therefore, there would be no changes in cumulative effects from current 
condition as a result of any alternative. There are currently no claims for leasable minerals within these 
areas. 

3.6.2.2 Suitable Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Beginning in 2017, under the direction of the 2012 planning rule (USDA, 2015), a Wild and Scenic River 
eligibility and suitability study was conducted on the Nez Perce-Clearwater. The 2017 eligibility process, 
as outlined in FSH 1090.12 Ch. 80, included a review of all named rivers and streams, collectivity 
referred to as rivers, within and bordering the Nez Perce-Clearwater. All of these rivers were assessed to 
determine whether they were free flowing, had outstandingly remarkable values and had unimpaired 
water quality. Additionally, all rivers found eligible were analyzed for their suitability status, as outlined 
in FSH 1909.12 Chapter 80, under the direction of the 2012 Planning Rule which states “eligible river 
segments may be evaluated for their suitability for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River System during 
the plan revision process” (U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2015). The eligibility and suitability studies 
are included in Appendix F. This process identified 89 streams as eligible. The suitability status of these 
eligible rivers varies by plan alternative, as outlined below under environmental consequences. 

For eligible rivers, a corridor of a quarter mile on either side of the river, or 320 acres, mean high water 
mark will serve as the boundary of that river or segment. For management purposes, identified eligible 
Wild and Scenic River segments are classified as wild, scenic, or recreational. 

Wild – Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments and generally inaccessible 
except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpolluted. 

Scenic– Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with shorelines or 
watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped but accessible in places by 
roads. 

Recreational– Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that 
may have some development along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some 
impoundment or diversion in the past. 

  



Chapter 3. Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences Recommended Areas 

Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests 3.6.2-18 DEIS for the Revised Forest Plan 

 

Relevant Laws, Regulations, and Policy 
Laws and Regulations 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of October 2, 1968 (Pub. L. 90-542, 82 Stat. 906, as amended) 

Federal Register Notice, Volume 47, No. 173 published September 7, 1982 – National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System; Final Revised Guidelines for Eligibility, Classification and Management of River Areas 

Policy 
Forest Service Manual 1920 – Land Management Planning, 1924 – Wild and Scenic River Evaluation 

Forest Service Handbook 1909.12 – Land Management Planning, Chapter 80 – Wild and Scenic Rivers 

State and Local Laws 
Idaho Comprehensive State Water Plans for the North Fork Clearwater and South Fork Clearwater Rivers 

Methodology 
Information sources and analysis 
The information source is the Nez Perce-Clearwater geographic information system. See Appendix F: 
Wild and Scenic River Suitability Report, for detailed information on the sources used. 

Analysis area 
The geographic scope of the analysis is the lands administered by the Nez Perce-Clearwater. All lands 
within the Nez Perce-Clearwater boundary form the geographic scope for cumulative effects, and the 
temporal scope is the anticipated 15-year life of the plan. 

Measurement Indicators 
• Miles and acres of eligible and suitable wild and scenic rivers 

Affected Environment 
Eligible Rivers 
The 1987 Clearwater Forest Plan identified three stream segments as being potentially eligible for Wild 
and Scenic River designation. The forest plan was amended in 1990 to add four more stream segments, 
for a total of seven. Management direction for these streams is contained in forest-wide management 
direction provided in the 1987 Clearwater National Forest Plan, as amended, and the Forest Service 
Handbook. Eligible Wild and Scenic River segments within the Clearwater National Forest are listed in 
Table 19. 
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Table 19. Clearwater National Forest Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
Stream Section Approximate 

Mileage 
Potential 

Classification 
Primary 

ORV 
Source 

Cayuse Creek Mouth to Silver 
Creek 

31.5 Scenic Not listed 1987 Forest Plan 

Fish Creek Mouth to Hungry 
Creek 

4.7 Recreation Not listed 1990 Forest Plan 
amendment no. 2 

Hungry Creek Entire length 13.8 Wild Fisheries 1990 Forest Plan 
amendment no. 2 

Kelly Creek Mouth to bridge on 
Forest Road 581 

11.2 Recreation Recreation 1987 Forest Plan 

 
Kelly Creek 

Bridge on Forest 
Road 
581 to North / 
Middle Fork Kelly 
Creek confluence 

   15 Wild Recreation 1987 Forest Plan 

Little North Fork 
River 

Clearwater NF River 
portion 

4.3 Defer to Idaho 
Panhandle 
National Forest 
Wild 

Recreation 1990 Forest Plan 
amendment no. 2 

North Fork 
Clearwater River 

Dworshak high pool 
to Kelly Creek 

  62.8 Recreation Recreation 1987 Forest Plan 

White Sand Creek 
(aka Colt Killed 
Creek) 

Mouth to Wilderness 
boundary 

  13.7  
Recreation 

 
Not Listed 

1990 Forest Plan 
amendment no. 2 

Data Source: Clearwater 1987 Forest Plan and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

The 1987 Nez Perce Forest Plan identified thirteen river segments, totaling 376 miles, as being 
potentially eligible for Wild and Scenic River designation. Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers do not have a 
unique management area designation in the Nez Perce Forest Plan. Management direction for these 
streams is contained in the forest-wide management direction provided in the 1987 Nez Perce Forest 
Plan, as amended by Forest Plan Amendment Number 1, and the Forest Service Handbook. 

Additional streams have been identified as eligible since the 1987 Forest Plan through the 2006 Forest 
Plan revision process. It should be noted that the previous forest plan revision process recommended 
that two stream segments, Bear Creek Complex and Three Links Creek, be dropped from eligibility. 
Because no decision has been issued for forest plan revision, those streams will continue to be 
addressed as eligible Wild and Scenic River segments. 

Following the 1987 Forest Plan, additional analysis was conducted on the 15 tributaries of the Upper 
Selway River, including Running Creek, Bear Creek Complex, Moose Creek Complex, Three Links, and 
West Fork Three Links creeks and Gedney and West Fork Gedney creeks, to determine suitability for 
designation. An environmental impact statement was prepared in 1995, yet no decision was issued and 
the streams’ status as eligible rivers remains as described in the 1987 Clearwater National Forest Plan, 
as refined by the 2006 Forest Plan revision process. Eligible Wild and Scenic River segments within the 
Nez Perce National Forest are listed in Table 20. 

. 
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Table 20. Nez Perce National Forest Eligible Wild & Scenic Rivers and potential Outstandingly 
Remarkable Values 

Stream Section Potential 
Classification 

Approximate 
Mileage 

Potential 
ORVs1 

Source 

Bargamin 
Creek 

Mouth the headwaters Wild 25.6 C, F, R, S, 
T&E, V, W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Bear Creek 
Complex 

Mouth to headwaters, 
including Cub Creek, 
Brushy Fork Creek, 
Paradise Creek, and 
Wahoo Creek 

Wild 71 C, F, G, R, 
S, T&E, V, 
W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Johns Creek Mouth to headwaters Wild 18.4 F, R, S, W 1987 Forest 
Plan 

Lake Creek Headwaters to 
wilderness boundary 

Recreation   3.9 
  

C, G, R, S, 
T&E, V, W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Lake Creek Wilderness boundary 
to Crooked Creek 

Wild 9.8 C, G, R, S, 
T&E, V, W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Meadow 
Creek 

Mouth to Slims 
Campground 

Recreation   1.2 
  

C, G, R, S, 
T&E, V, W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Meadow 
Creek 

Headwaters to Slims 
Campground 

Wild 43.1 C, G, R, S, 
T&E, V, W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Moose Creek 
Complex 

Mouth to headwaters, 
including East Fork, 
North Fork, West Fork, 
and Rhoda creeks 

Wild 84.6 C, F, G, R, 
S, T&E, V, 
W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Running Creek Mouth to headwaters Wild 16.9 F, G, R, W 1987 Forest 
Plan 

Salmon River Confluence with Little 
Salmon River to Long 
Tom Bar 

Recreation 26.2  
C, F, R, S, 
W 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Slate Creek Wilderness boundary 
to mouth 

Recreation 
 

16 
  

C, F, G, R, S 1987 Forest 
Plan 

Slate Creek Headwaters to 
Wilderness Boundary 

Wild 
 

6.3 C, F, G, R, S 1987 Forest 
Plan 

South Fork 
Clearwater 

Mouth to confluence 
with Red River 

Recreation 62.9 F, G, R. S 1987 Forest 
Plan 

White Bird 
Creek 

Confluence of North 
Fork and South Fork to 
Salmon River 

Recreation 5.8  
C, F, G 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

Three Links 
Creek 

Mouth to headwaters, 
including West Fork 

Wild 20.7 C, F, G, R, 
S, V 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

West Fork 
Gedney Creek 

Headwaters to 
wilderness boundary 

Wild 5 C, F, G, R, 
S, V 

1987 Forest 
Plan 

1 Key to potential ORVs: C = Cultural, F = Fisheries, G = Geologic, R = Recreation, T&E = Threatened and Endangered Species or 
Habitat, S = Scenic, V = Vegetation, W = Wildlife 

                                                           

 



Chapter 3. Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences Recommended Areas 

Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests 3.6.2-21 DEIS for the Revised Forest Plan 

 

Data Source: Nez Perce 1987 Forest Plan and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Environmental Consequences 
Effects Common to the No Action Alternative and Alternatives W, Y, and Z 
Under the No Action Alternative and Alternatives W, Y and Z, rivers found eligible within the No Action 
Alternative or suitable within Alternatives W, Y and Z would continue to be managed according to forest 
service policy, including the quarter mile area on either side of each rivers high water mark. Alternatives 
W, Y and Z would also be managed according to Management Area 2C guidance and the No Action 
Alternative managed by the Nez Perce Forest Plan Amendment 1 and the Clearwater National Forest 
Plan management Appendix M-1 to protect their free flowing condition, maintain water quality, and 
continue to meet their preliminary classification of ‘recreational,’ ‘scenic,’ or ‘wild.’ Additionally, the 
identified outstandingly remarkable values will be protected. Both eligible and suitable rivers are given 
the same interim protection measures as outlined by FSH 1909.12 Ch. 80. 

Table 21. Eligible and Suitable Wild and Scenic Rivers indicator for comparison across Alternatives. 
Indicator Alternative 

No Action W Y Z 
Number of suitable or eligible wild and scenic rivers segments 29 12 14 37 
Total miles 574.4 232.7 346.1 519.3 
Total acres 183,808 74,464 110,752 166,212 

Alternative X does not find any rivers suitable and is therefore not shown in this table. 
Data Source: Data Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Effects to the No Action Alternative 
Under the No Action Alternative, the Nez Perce-Clearwater will continue to manage all eligible rivers as 
determined by the 1987 amended forest plans as eligible and consistent with management direction 
found in FSH 1909.12 Chapter 80. This alternative identified 29e stream segments as eligible, totaling 
574.4 miles with 183,808 acres. The No Action Alternative provides protection for several stream 
segments that are not found in any of the other alternatives. Slate Creek, Whitebird Creek, and Lake 
Creek are only covered by the No Action Alternative. Additionally, although overlapping portions are 
covered in other alternatives, the No Action Alternative includes several river segments that are off 
forest and were not evaluated under the action alternatives. This includes portions of the North and 
South Forks of the Clearwater River, Salmon River, Slate Creek and Whitebird Creek. These river 
segments that are outside of the administrative boundary of the Nez Perce-Clearwater, not including 
acreage on other forests, amount to 10,954.8 acres, or 34.2 miles. 

Although the No Action Alternative encompasses the greatest acreage and river miles, these river 
segments are further away from final designation decision than rivers considered in other alternatives. 
This alternative would maintain the status of these rivers as eligible and defer a suitability study to a 
later date. A suitability study provides the basis for determining which eligible rivers or river segments 
should be recommended to Congress as potential additions to the National System. Due to the unknown 
outcome of a future suitability determination on rivers in the No Action Alternative, a direct comparison 
to the action alternatives is unwarranted, as it would be speculative. 
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Effects that Vary by Action Alternative 
Alternative W 
Under Alternative W, suitable wild and scenic rivers would be managed according to Forest Service 
policy and Management Area 2c direction and would be managed to sufficiently protect free flow and 
the identified outstandingly remarkable values. 

This alternative would place 12 streams in suitable status, encompassing a total of 232.7 stream miles 
with 74,464 acres. Of this, 114.3 stream miles encompassing 36,576 acres would be managed as a 
recreational or scenic river under Forest Service policy and Management Area 2c direction. Additionally, 
118.4 miles encompassing 37,888 acres would be managed as wild under the above listed direction. 

Alternative W has more river miles classified as suitable wild and scenic than Alternative X but less than 
Alternatives Y and Z. 

Table 22: Alternative W Suitable Recreational and Scenic River Segments. 
Stream Classification Miles Acres ORVs 

Cayuse Creek Scenic 4.5 1,440 R, F 
Cayuse Creek Recreation 1.7 544 R, F 
Fish Creek Scenic 20.2 6,464 F, W 
Fish Creek Recreation 0.9 288 F, W 
Hungery Creek Scenic 5.6 1,792 F 
Kelly Creek Recreation 11.2 3,584 R, S, F, C, NP, W 
Meadow Creek Recreation 2.0 640 R, C, NP, F, W 
Meadow Creek Scenic 16.5 5,280 R, C, NP, F, W 
Salmon River Recreation 23.21 7,4241 R, S, W 
Weitas Creek Scenic 28.5 9,120 NP 
TOTAL  114.3 36,576  

ORV key: R= recreation, S= scenery, F= fish, C= cultural, NP= cultural Nez Perce Tribe, W= wildlife, G= geology, B= botany 
1 Includes national forest lands administered by the Payette National Forest 
Data Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Table 23: Alternative W Suitable Wild River Segments. 
Stream Classification Miles Acres ORVs 

Cayuse Creek Wild 29.7 9,504 R, F 
Hungery Creek Wild 8.2 2,624 F 
Johns Creek Wild 18.3 5,856 S, F 
Kelly Creek Wild 15.0 4,800 R, S, F, C, CNPT, W 
Little North Fork Clearwater Wild 4.3 1376 S, B 
Meadow Creek Wild 25.9 8,288 R, C, NP, F, W 
Middle Fork Kelly Creek Wild 4.9 1,568 S 
North Fork Kelly Creek Wild 5.9 1,888 S 
South Fork Kelly Creek Wild 6.2 1,984 F 
TOTAL  118.4 37,888  

ORV key: R= recreation, S= scenery, F= fish, C= cultural, NP= cultural Nez Perce Tribe, W= wildlife, G= geology, B= botany 
Data Source: Data Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Alternative X 
Under Alternative X, no rivers were found suitable and would be managed under other forest plan 
directions and in accordance with the Idaho Comprehensive State Water Plans. There are two State 
Water Plans that cover the area managed by the Nez Perce-Clearwater: one for the North Fork 
Clearwater drainage and one for the South Fork Clearwater drainage. These plans provide some level of 
protection but are not as encompassing as Forest Service policy for rivers found eligible or suitable. For 
example, eligible or suitable wild and scenic rivers are given an interim boundary of a quarter mile from 
the mean high-water mark, whereas state identified natural and recreation rivers only extend 
protections into the riparian area. Generally speaking, state designated natural rivers have prohibitions 
on the construction or expansion of dams or impoundments, hydropower projects, and water diversion 
works. Additionally, new dredge or place mining activities and sand and mineral extraction within the 
stream bed, as well as stream bed alteration, would be prohibited. For state designated rivers classified 
as recreational, those same prohibitions would apply except for stream bed alteration for the purposes 
of maintenance and construction of bridges and culverts and the instillation of fisheries enhancement 
structures. Furthermore, mineral, sand, and gravel extraction and recreational suction dredging are 
allowed on the North and South Fork(s) of the Clearwater River(s). 

For a full list of rivers covered by Idaho State Comprehensive Water Plans and their values and 
designations see Appendix K. 

Under this alternative, all rivers will be afforded protections derived from other plan components that 
protect waterways and riparian areas. These components buffer the streams by 300 feet, which is 
significantly less than the quarter mile corridor for suitable wild and scenic rivers. 

Alternative Y 
Under Alternative Y, suitable wild and scenic rivers would be managed according to Forest Service policy 
and Management Area 2c direction and would be managed to sufficiently protect free flow and the 
identified outstandingly remarkable values. 

This alternative would place 14 streams in suitable status, encompassing a total of 346.1 stream miles 
with 110,752 acres. Of this, 219.5 stream miles encompassing 70,240 acres would be managed as a 
recreational or scenic river under Forest Service policy and Management Area 2c direction. Additionally, 
126.6 miles encompassing 40,512 acres would be managed as wild under the above listed direction. 

Alternative Y has more river miles classified as suitable wild and scenic than Alternative W and X but less 
than Alternative Z. 
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Table 24. Alternative Y Suitable Recreational and Scenic Segments. 
Stream Classification Miles Acres ORVs 

Cayuse Creek Scenic 4.5 1,440 R, F 
Cayuse Creek Recreation 1.7 544 R, F 
Fish Creek Scenic 20.2 6,464 F, W 
Fish Creek Recreation 0.9 288 F, W 
Hungery Creek Scenic 5.6 1,792 F 
Kelly Creek Recreation 11.2 3,584 R, S, F, C, NP, W 
Meadow Creek Recreation 2.0 640 R, C, NP, F, W 
Meadow Creek Scenic 16.5 5,280 R, C, NP, F, W 
Salmon River Recreation 23.21 7,424 R, S, W 
Weitas Creek Scenic 28.5 9,120 NP 
South Fork Clearwater Recreation 34.5 11,040 R, S, C, NP, F, W 
North Fork Clearwater Recreation 70.7 22,624 R, S, C, NP, F, W, B 
TOTAL  219.5 70,240  

ORV key: R= recreation, S= scenery, F= fish, C= cultural, NP= cultural Nez Perce Tribe, W= wildlife, G= geology, B= botany Data 
Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Table 25. Alternative Y Suitable Wild River Segments. 
Stream Classification Miles Acres ORVs 

Cayuse Creek Wild 29.7 9,504 R, F 
Hungery Creek Wild 8.2 2,624 F 
Johns Creek Wild 18.3 5,856 S, F 
Kelly Creek Wild 15.0 4,800 R, S, F, C, NP, W 
Little North Fork 
Clearwater 

Wild 4.3 1,376 S, B 

Meadow Creek Wild 25.9 8,288 R, C, NP, F, W 
Middle Fork Kelly Creek Wild 4.9 1,568 S 
North Fork Clearwater Wild 8.2 2,624 R, S, C, NP, F, W, B 
North Fork Kelly Creek Wild 5.9 1,888 S 
South Fork Kelly Creek Wild 6.2 1,984 F 
TOTAL  126.6 40,512  

ORV key: R= recreation, S= scenery, F= fish, C= cultural, NP= cultural Nez Perce Tribe, W= wildlife, G= geology, B= botany Data 
Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Alternative Z 
Under Alternative Z, suitable wild and scenic rivers would be managed according to Forest Service policy 
and Management Area 2c direction and would be managed to sufficiently protect free flow and the 
identified outstandingly remarkable values. 

This alternative would place 37 streams in suitable status, encompassing a total of 455.48 stream miles 
with 145,757.3 acres. Of this, 122.81 stream miles encompassing 39,302.2 acres would be managed as a 
recreational or scenic river under Forest Service policy and Management Area 2c direction. Additionally, 
332.67 miles encompassing 145,757.3 acres would be managed as wild under the above listed direction. 

Alternative Z has more river miles classified as suitable wild and scenic than all other action alternatives. 
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Table 26. Alternative Z Suitable Recreational and Scenic River Segments. 
Stream Classification Miles Acres ORVs 

Colt Killed Creek Scenic 13.7 4,384 R, S, F, W 
Crooked Fork Creek Recreational 18.8 6,016 F, W 
East Fork Meadow Creek Scenic 7.0 2,240 F 
Fish Creek Scenic 20.2 6,464 F, W 
Fish Creek Recreational 0.9 288 F, W 
Hungery Creek Scenic 5.6 1,792 F 
Kelly Creek Recreational 11.2 3,584 R, S, F, C, NP, W 
Meadow Creek (Selway) Scenic 16.5 5,280 R, C, NP, F, W 
Meadow Creek (Selway) Recreational 2.0 640 R, C, NP, F, W 
Running Creek Scenic 1.9 608 NP 
Salmon River Recreational 23.21 7,4241 R, S, W 
Silver Creek Scenic 0.5 160 NP 
Silver Creek Recreational 3.9 1,284 NP 
Upper Lochsa Recreational 1.8 576 R, F, W 
Weitas Creek Scenic 28.5 9,120 NP 
TOTAL  155.7 49,824  

ORV key: R= recreation, S= scenery, F= fish, C= cultural, NP= cultural Nez Perce Tribe, W= wildlife, G= geology, B= botany 
1 Includes national forest lands administered by the Payette National Forest  
Data Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 
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Table 27. Alternative Z Suitable Wild River Segments. 
Stream Classification Miles Acres ORVs 

Bargamin Creek Wild (2 segments) 22.8 7,296 F 
Bear Creek Wild 22.8 7,296 S, C, F, W 
Big Sand Creek Wild 19.9 6,368 S, F 
Bostonian Creek Wild 5.0 1600 F 
Boundary Creek Wild 3.1 992 F 
Brushy Fork Creek (S) Wild 8.0 2,560 S 
Buck Lake Creek Wild 12.0 3,840 F 
Caledonia Creek Wild 0.5 160 F 
Colt Killed Creek Wild 9.6 3,072 R, S, F, W 
Crooked Fork Creek Wild 4.4 1,408 F, W 
Cub Creek Wild 16.6 5,312 S 
East Fork Moose Creek Wild 34.6 11,072 S, C, F 
Graves Creek Wild 2.0 640 F 
Hungery Creek Wild 8.2 2,624 F 
Johns Creek Wild 18.3 5,856 S, F 
Kelly Creek Wild 15.0 4,800 R, S, F, C, NP, W 
Little North Fork Clearwater Wild 4.3 1,376 S, B 
Meadow Creek (Selway) Wild 25.9 8,288 R, C, NP, F, W 
Middle Fork Kelly Creek Wild 4.9 1,568 S 
Moose Creek Wild 3.8 1,216 S, C, F 
North Fork Kelly Creek Wild 5.9 1,888 S 
North Fork Moose Creek Wild 20.8 6,656 S, C, F 
North Fork Storm Creek Wild 3.2 1,024 S 
Rhoda Creek Wild 16.3 5,216 S, F 
Running Creek Wild (2 Segments) 15.0 4,800 NP 
Sabe Creek Wild 15.3 4,896 F 
Silver Creek Wild 7.9 2,528 NP 
South Fork Kelly Creek Wild 6.2 1,984 F 
South Fork Storm Creek Wild 3.7 1,184 S 
Storm Creek Wild 10.2 3,264 S 
West Fork Moose Creek Wild 8.2 2,624 F 
Wounded Doe Creek Wild 9.2 2,944 F 
TOTAL  363.6 116,352  

ORV key: R= recreation, S= scenery, F= fish, C= cultural, NP= cultural Nez Perce Tribe, W= wildlife, G= geology, B= botany Data 
Source: Appendix F and Nez Perce-Clearwater GIS data. 

Cumulative Effects 
Cumulative effects are the potential impacts to wild and scenic rivers from the alternatives when 
combined with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions. The lands within the Nez Perce-
Clearwater boundary, and the named rivers and streams contained therein, form the geographic scope 
for evaluating cumulative effects. The temporal bound is the 15-year life of the forest plan. 
In order to integrate the contribution of past actions to the cumulative effects of the proposed action 
and alternatives, existing conditions are used as a proxy for the impacts of past actions. This is because 
existing conditions reflect the aggregate impact of all prior actions that have affected wild and scenic 
rivers and might contribute to cumulative effects. Water-related activities, such as fishing, rafting, 
kayaking, and similar uses, are expanding as the population in the nearby urban areas increases and 
access points are developed. These activities have been steadily increasing and occur mostly at 
dispersed sites and some developed recreation sites, such as along the North and South Fork of the 
Clearwater River. 
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Management activities generally take place outside of suitable wild and scenic river corridors, unless an 
action is needed to help protect the identified outstandingly remarkable value, improve the free flow 
characteristics, or maintain existing access and infrastructure. For example, if invasive weeds were 
discovered in an eligible river corridor, there might be a need to take some action, such as hand pulling 
and herbicide application, to eradicate or prevent further spread. 

Effects to Resource from Other Resources 
Consequences to suitable wild and scenic rivers from forest plan components associated with other 
resource programs or management activities. 

Fire and Fuel Management 
Natural, unplanned ignitions and prescribed fires are used as tools to maintain ecological conditions 
within river corridors. These fire and fuels management components may be used so long as they 
maintain the outstandingly remarkable values and free flowing nature of the identified rivers. In a wild 
segment, prescribed fire and wildfires managed to meet resource objectives may be used to restore or 
maintain habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species or restore the natural range of 
variability. In scenic and recreational segments, plan components for fire and fuels management would 
encourage an appropriate management response to wildfires and provide opportunities for natural fire 
to promote and/or enhance the characteristics of these areas. 

Vegetative Management 
For rivers found suitable and classified as wild, the cutting of trees and other vegetation is not allowed 
within the corridor except when needed to maintain a primitive recreation experience, to protect users, 
or to protect outstandingly remarkable values. For this reason, there would be minimal effects from 
timber harvest on these segments. On eligible or suitable rivers classified as scenic or recreational, a 
range of vegetation management and timber harvest is allowed within the corridor if these practices are 
designed to protect users or protect, restore, or enhance the river environment and its outstandingly 
remarkable values. For this reason, there would be minimal effects from timber harvest on these 
segments. 

Recreation and Access 
Suitable wild rivers and their corridors will have restricted development of recreation facilities and 
infrastructure. New major public-use areas, such as development level 4 and 5 campgrounds, 
interpretive centers, or administrative headquarters, should not be constructed in the river corridor. 
Minimum facilities, such as toilets, should be constructed only where necessary to protect and enhance 
water quality or outstandingly remarkable values. All facilities should be located and designed to 
harmonize with the primitive character and natural and cultural settings of the river corridor and be 
screened from view from the river to the extent possible. Additionally, roads, airfields, and railroads are 
generally not compatible with wild river classification and would not be authorized. Plan components 
would prevent actions that would preclude classification of the river as wild. New trail construction 
should generally be designed for non-motorized uses. Motorized travel on land or water is generally not 
compatible with a wild classification. However, it may be permitted when deemed to be necessary if it is 
carefully defined and the effects are mitigated. 
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Suitable rivers classified as scenic will allow for new roads or railroads to occasionally parallel the river 
or bridge the river if such construction protects outstandingly remarkable values, including the rivers 
free-flowing character. Bridge crossings and other roads leading to river access are allowed. 
Recreational classified rivers allow for roads and railroads to parallel the river if construction protects 
outstandingly remarkable values, including the rivers free-flowing character. New facilities in scenic river 
corridors, such as development level 3 campgrounds, toilets, and boat ramps, are allowed within the 
river corridor if they are located and designed to harmonize with their natural and cultural settings, 
protect outstandingly remarkable values, and be screened from view from the river to the greatest 
extent possible. 

Rivers classified as recreational may have new recreation, administrative, and river access facilities 
located in the river corridor in close proximity to the river. These facilities will be designed to harmonize 
with their natural and cultural settings, protect outstandingly remarkable values, and be screened from 
view from the river to the greatest extent possible. Additionally, new roads, railroads, and airfields 
would be permitted to parallel the river if such construction fully protects free flow and river values. 

For rivers classified as recreational or scenic, motorized travel on land and water may be permitted, 
prohibited, or restricted to protect the outstandingly remarkable values and free flow. 

Mineral Development 
Saleable Minerals: 
On suitable wild river segments, collection and disposal of saleable minerals would be prohibited. On 
suitable rivers classified as scenic or recreational, saleable mineral disposal will be allowed if the 
outstandingly remarkable values, water quality, and free flow is protected. Mineral materials are 
present and could potentially be used for construction purposes but, generally, proposals for 
development of mineral materials do not occur and allowing such development would be at the 
discretion of the Nez Perce-Clearwater. 

Leasable Minerals: 
On all suitable wild and scenic rivers, leases, licenses, and permits under mineral leasing laws must 
include conditions necessary to protect the values of the river corridor that make it suitable for inclusion 
into the National System. The potential for leasable minerals is low across most of the Nez Perce-
Clearwater and, currently, there are no permits or operating plans for exploration within the suitable 
corridors. 

Locatable Minerals: 
Existing or new mining activity on suitable rivers classified as wild, scenic, or recreational are subject to 
regulations in 36 CFR part 228 and must be conducted in a manner that minimizes surface disturbance, 
sedimentation, pollution, and visual impairment. 

Anticipated effects from minerals management would be low under all alternatives. Suitable rivers 
potentially classified as wild, scenic, or recreational are not withdrawn from mineral entry and are 
suitable for mineral exploration and development as long as the outstandingly remarkable values for 
which the river was deemed eligible are maintained and protected.  
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