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3.1 Introduction 
This chapter presents the existing environment of the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest, hereinafter 
referred to as the “Nez Perce-Clearwater,” plan revision project area and the potential consequences to 
that environment that may be caused by implementing the alternatives described in Chapter 2. Within 
each resource section, the boundaries of the area used for the resource analysis are disclosed. The 
discussion of resources and potential effects take advantage of existing information included in the 2014 
Assessment, other planning documents, resource reports and related information, and other sources, as 
indicated. Where applicable, such information is briefly summarized and referenced to minimize 
duplication. 

This draft environmental impact statement is a programmatic document. It discloses the environmental 
consequences on a large scale at the planning level. This is in contrast to analyses for site-specific 
projects. The draft environmental impact statement presents a programmatic action at a forest level of 
analysis but does not predict what will happen each time the standards and guidelines are implemented. 
Environmental consequences for individual, site-specific projects on the Nez-Perce-Clearwater are not 
described. The environmental effects of individual projects will depend on the implementation of each 
project, the environmental conditions at each project location, and the application of standards and 
guidelines in each case. 

The affected environment and environmental consequences discussions in this chapter allow a 
reasonable predication of consequences on the Nez Perce-Clearwater. However, this document does not 
describe every environmental process or condition. 

The land management plan provides a programmatic framework that guides site-specific actions but 
does not authorize, fund, or carryout any project or activity. Because the land management plan does 
not authorize or mandate any site-specific projects or activities, including ground-disturbing actions, 
here can be no direct effects. However, there may be implications or longer-term environmental 
consequences of managing the Nez Perce-Clearwater under this programmatic framework. 

1.1.1 Budget Levels 
The Nez Perce-Clearwater’s budget directly affects the level of activities and outputs that may occur as a 
result of forest plan implementation. Funding appropriated by congress is expected to remain flat or 
decrease in the future. Budgets include appropriated funds, as well as other sources of funding, such as 
retained receipts from timber sales, money available to accomplish work in stewardship contracts, 
partnership dollars, and other trust fund accounts. Overall, the amount of funding available to 
accomplish work on the Nez Perce-Clearwater is expected to increase as the amount of timber harvest 
increases. In alternatives in which timber harvest does not increase, available funding is expected to 
remain constant. Objectives were based on the assumption there would not be a significant increase to 
current appropriated funding levels; however, as activity increases additional funding would be available 
to perform other restoration work on the Nez Perce-Clearwater. Alternatives that include additional 
timber harvest assume additional non-appropriated funds are available to support an increase in other 
non-timber related restoration objectives. Objectives in some alternatives also assume efficiencies in 
planning and implementation are realized, reducing planning and implementation costs and the time 
required. To analyze effects without consideration of expected budgets would be a misrepresentation of 
expected outcomes. The exception is the vegetation, timber, and fire operations resource sections. To 
display movement towards vegetation desired conditions and to develop the sustained yield limit, an 
unconstrained budget level was analyzed along with constrained, current budget level. 
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1.1.2 Relevant Laws Common to All Resource Areas 
The following laws, regulations, and policy are relevant to all, or nearly all, resource areas. Each section 
may also include additional relevant laws, regulations, and policies specific to that resource area. 

• The Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960 set the stage for the management of national forests by 
specifying that they would be administered for outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, and 
wildlife and fish purposes. Renewable surface resources shall be administered for multiple use and 
sustained yield to best meet the needs of the American people without impairment of the productivity 
of the land. 

• The Forest and Rangelands Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 provides for maintenance of 
land productivity and the need to protect and improve the soil and water resources. 

• The National Forest Management Act ("National Forest Management Act of 1976," 1976): “It is the 
policy of the Congress that all forested lands in the National Forest System shall be maintained in 
appropriate forest cover with species of trees, degree of stocking, rate of growth, and conditions of 
stand designed to secure the maximum benefits of multiple use sustained yields. Plans developed shall 
provide for the diversity of plant and animal communities based on the suitability and capability of the 
specific land area in order to meet the overall multiple-use objectives, and within the multiple-use 
objective.” This act also provided specific direction, including, but not limited to, the development of 
land management plans and silvicultural requirements, such as maximum even aged harvest openings 
and reforestation requirements. 

1.1.3 Chapter 3 Organization 
Chapter 3 is divided into seven major sections: 
1. Introduction 
2. Physical and Biological Ecosystems 
3. Tribal Trust Responsibilities 
4. Human Uses of the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
5. Production of Natural Resources 
6. Designated and Proposed Areas 
7. Risk Management and Safety 
8. Economic and Social Environment 
9. Concluding Information 

Each section includes the following resources: 
• Physical and Biological Ecosystems 
o Terrestrial Ecosystems 
 Forestlands 
 At-Risk Plant Species 
 Carbon Change and Forest Carbon 
 Fire Management 
 Invasive Species 
 Soils Resource 

o Aquatic Ecosystems 
 Water Resources 
 Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries 
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o Wildlife 
 Abundance and Diversity of Wildlife – including Species of Conservation Concern 
 Threatened, Endangered, Candidate, and Proposed Wildlife Species 
 Multiple Uses Wildlife 

o Air Quality 
o Ecological Sustainability Summary 

• Tribal Trust Responsibilities 
• Human Uses of the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
o Cultural Resources 
o Sustainable Recreation 
 Visitor Use 
 Recreation Settings and Opportunities 
 Access 
 Developed and Dispersed Recreation 
 Recreation Special Uses 

o Scenery 
o Infrastructure 
o Land Ownership and Land Uses 

• Production of Natural Resources 
o Timber 
o Energy and Minerals 
o Livestock Grazing 

• Designated and Proposed Areas 
o Designated Areas 
 Designated Wilderness 
 Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers 
 Idaho Roadless Areas 
 Mallard-Larkins Pioneer Area 
 Northwest Passage Scenic Byway 

o Recommended Areas and Roadless Areas 
 Recommended Wilderness 
 Suitable Wild and Scenic Rivers 

o Research Natural Areas 
o Special Areas 

• Risk Management and Safety 
• Economic and Social Environment 
o Economic Sustainability 
o Social Sustainability 
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