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Questions and Answers 
How will the Forest manage recommended wilderness? 

Throughout the planning process there has been strong public interest in recommending additional 
areas for wilderness designation. Additionally, many local stakeholders and all local governments have 
been adamantly opposed to any additional recommended wilderness areas on the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests.  As such, the draft environmental impact statement analyzes a full range of 
alternatives; recommended wilderness areas are based on public proposals and interest. 

Land management plan direction for recommended wilderness areas will protect and maintain the 
ecological and social characteristics that form the basis for the recommendation. Natural processes and 
disturbances will function with limited human influence, and recreation vehicles such as snowmobiles 
would not be suitable in alternatives W and Y and mountain bikes would not be suitable within 
recommended wilderness areas in alternatives W and Z.  Alternative X has no recommended wilderness 
areas. 

The areas recommended for wilderness are all currently Idaho Roadless Areas as designated in the 2008 
Idaho Roadless Rule.  Thus, the proposed management of these areas does not substantially reduce the 
expected potential timber sale quantities projected across alternatives.  

How does the plan allocate rivers that may be eligible or suitable for inclusion as wild and scenic 
rivers?  Why is the Forest conducting a suitability study as part of Forest Plan Revision? 

Starting with an inventory of all 1,300 names rivers on the Forests, an eligibility study determined 89 
rivers have outstandingly remarkable values when compared to rivers within the region of comparison.  
If the Forests were to stop at eligibility, all 89 eligible rivers would be managed with interim protections 
until congress determined if they are to be included in the wild and scenic river system or not.   

Several stakeholders, including Idaho and Clearwater Counties, requested the Forest Service conduct a 
suitability study as part of Forest Plan Revision in an effort to make all land management decisions at 
once and not leave areas in limbo.  A suitability study has been drafted and alternatives analyzed include 
a range from 0 rivers found suitable to 36 rivers found suitable.  Rivers found not suitable would no 
longer be managed under interim protections as wild and scenic but would still be managed under the 
aquatic and riparian conservation strategy which greatly reduces risk of any impairment to these 
systems.  Initial analysis suggests that Outstandingly Remarkable Values can be protected by other plan 
components without additional protection measures and that suitability is a factor of whether the public 
would like the river to be included as wild and scenic rather than a factor of protecting outstandingly 
remarkable values based on perceived threat. 

How does the revised plan provide for aquatic habitat to support the recovery of ESA listed Salmon 
and Steelhead? 

The revised plan continues to treat riparian management zones differently from the rest of the 
landscape for the benefit of aquatic habitat and species as has been done since PACFish amended 
current management plans in 1998 following the federal Endangered Species Act listing of Salmon and 
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Steelhead species.  An aquatic and riparian conservation strategy, developed in cooperation with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Nez Perce Tribe and State of Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game is included in the revised plan.  This strategy continues measures to 
protect aquatic habitat while acknowledging that there may be ecological benefit from some limited 
activity within riparian management zones.   

How does the plan provide for Elk habitat? 

 The plan provides specific direction for providing habitat for the once historic elk herds of the 
Clearwater Basin.  The plan focuses on increasing high quality summer forage across the planning area, 
taking steps to ensure the forage us useable by elk and reducing disturbance to elk during their most 
vulnerable time periods.  The Nez Perce-Clearwater has worked closely with the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game, the Nez Perce Tribe and the Pacific Northwest Research Station in developing a strategy 
to increase high quality habitat for elk across the Forests.   

How does the revised plan provide for habitat for wildlife species? 

The revised plan will guide management of vegetation and aquatic habitats to provide the ecological 
conditions to support the diversity of plant and animal species. It provides for the maintenance and 
improvement of vegetation conditions within the fire-adapted ecosystems of the Forest, ensuring 
prescribed fire plays a role on the landscape and providing more affirmative language for allowing 
unplanned natural wildfire. This will help ensure that important wildlife habitats can recover from future 
stressors and threats, such as fire, drought, or invasive species. The revised plan includes species-specific 
management direction for species the public has expressed strong interest in such as bighorn sheep and 
fisher. For example, specific habitat direction would minimize risk of disease transmission between 
bighorn sheep and domestic livestock and fisher direction requires certain ecological characteristics, 
informed by best available science, are present within fisher habitat.    

How did the public participate in developing the revised land management plan? 

The Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest began public participation activities in 2012 and facilitated 
numerous public and interagency meetings to bring together information for the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
to consider in preparing the assessment, developing the proposed action, and developing alternatives to 
the proposed action. There were 22 rounds of public meetings between 2012 and 2014 to develop the 
2014 Proposed Action. The first meeting was a summit to introduce the concepts of forest plan revision 
to the public. The next meetings discussed the Need to Change, the Desired Conditions, and Forest 
Resource Management (including wilderness and timber suitability) and other plan components. Public 
input was compiled at each meeting as well as throughout the process. The dialogue and 
recommendations from this public involvement process were used to help develop the draft proposed 
action. 

In addition to postal mail and email, public meeting information was announced via the forest plan 
revision website. The website also included means for public comment (using electronic or printed 
comment forms, and/or submitting comments via an electronic database) and posted meeting results 
and other information. Updates were posted periodically.  

The notice of intent for the proposed action to prepare and environmental impact statement was 
published in the Federal Register on July 14, 2014. The notice of intent asked for public comment on the 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/nezperceclearwater/landmanagement/planning/?cid=stelprdb5447338
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/nezperceclearwater/landmanagement/planning/?cid=stelprdb5447338
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proposal for a 60-day period which was extended to 120 days based on public requests. The Nez Perce-
Clearwater held 5 public meetings to provide opportunities to better understand the proposed action so 
that meaningful public comments could be provided by the end of the scoping period. Using the 
comments from the public, other agencies, tribes, and organizations, the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
interdisciplinary team developed a list of issues to address through changes to the proposed action, 
development of alternatives, or in analysis of impacts of the proposed action.  A corrected notice of 
intent was published on September 5, 2019 to correct the anticipated dates of availability of the DEIS 
from 2015 to 2019 based on changes to our timeline.   

Since the scoping period, public involvement has been ongoing.  Stakeholder has been defined as any 
individual, organization, government or tribe that is interested in our planning process.  We have meet 
with thousands of individuals from hundreds of organizations since 2012.  Following the scoping period, 
we continued to meet with any and every organization that invited us to meet.  This included 
attendance at well over 100 meetings between 2014 and the release of the DEIS.  The Forests convened 
meetings on several occasions, including in May 2015 to update the public on what has happened since 
scoping, a webinar in December 2017 to prepare the public for alternative development, in January 
2018 to solicit input on alternatives over 3 days in two locations, and in the summer of 2018 to share the 
alternatives being analyzed with the public over 6 meetings across the Forest.  Additionally, in 2018 
County Commissions were briefed in public county commission meetings in the counties of: Idaho, 
Clearwater, Latah, Lewis, Nez Perce, Benewah and Shoshone in Idaho and the counties of: Ravalli, 
Superior and Missoula in Montana.   
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