
 

 
Page | 1 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Service  

Sandy River Delta Recreation Use Fee Questions & Answers  
(Updated January 9, 2020) 
 
Sandy River Delta is a 1,500-acre natural area providing public access to a unique ecosystem 
where the Sandy River meets the Columbia River. Acquired by the U.S. Forest Service in 1991, 
the site is managed to restore and protect sensitive scenic, cultural, recreational, and natural 
resources. It is a “key viewing area” at the west end of the National Scenic Area, with 
spectacular views. It has a rich cultural history of use by hunters, gatherers, and fishers and was 
visited by the Lewis and Clark expedition. It is a rare remnant of river bottomland ecosystem 
that provides habitat for anadromous fish species, migratory birds, and wildlife. The western 
part of the site provides year-round recreation on five miles of hiking, biking, and equestrian 
trails, while the eastern portion protects natural and cultural resources.  
 
Why is the U.S. Forest Service implementing a recreation fee at Sandy River Delta? 
In recent years, visitation to Sandy River Delta has increased, driving up maintenance costs and 
staff time to maintain services. The new fee will support operation and maintenance costs and 
increased presence of Forest Service staff.  
 
How will fee money be spent?  
Fees will help cover facility operation and maintenance, trail maintenance, hazard tree 
abatement, and visitor services such as garbage bags and removal, vault toilet pumping, toilet 
paper restocking, dog waste bags. Facilities include a parking area, restrooms, trash cans, 
interpretive signs, and picnic tables. Annual operating and maintenance costs at Sandy River 
Delta are approximately $60,000. To date, the U.S. Forest Service has invested more than $1 
million in parking, facilities, and trails at Sandy River Delta.  
 
Agency policy requires 95% of the funds to be reinvested into one of the fee sites or connected 
trails within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and requires an annual 
performance report outlining expenditures by category. In the past three years, recreation fees 
collected at National Scenic Area fee sites have replaced trail bridges, improved trails, 
renovated picnic shelters and restrooms, and covered striping at parking areas, grounds 
maintenance, mowing, and invasive species removal.  
 
Are site improvements planned now that fees are being collected?  
The standard amenities required to collect fees were already in existence, so no major facilities 
are planned at this time. Other improvements underway include repairs to the site’s entry gate 
and plans to replace it, improvements to kiosks and signs, mulch to fill holes dug by dogs, and 
ongoing work with partners to maintain trails. A new education plan has also been developed 
and field rangers will visit the site more frequently to share information with visitors. 
 
How much money do you expect the fees to bring in?  
We anticipate it to be in the range of several thousand dollars, based on 100 parking spots and 
year-round use. The site’s visitors tend to include area residents who are likely to purchase an 
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annual pass, making it hard to calculate the exact income from fees generated specifically at 
one site. 
 
What authority enables the U.S. Forest Service collect recreation fees? 
The 2004 Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA) governs recreation fee collection. 
In keeping with requirements for collecting a “standard amenity” fee, the U.S. Forest Service 
provides designated parking, toilet facilities, trash receptacles, interpretive signage, picnic 
tables, and periodic U.S. Forest Service presence at Sandy River Delta (including interpretive 
site rangers, maintenance and trail staff, and law enforcement). 
 
Where can I go in the National Scenic Area that doesn’t charge a recreation use fee? 
Among the sites managed by the U.S. Forest Service, there are fee-free hiking and waterfalls at 
Cape Horn Trail, Wahkeena Falls, Multnomah Falls, and Horsetail Falls. Many other state, 
county, and city recreation sites – including several city waterfront parks – also exist in and 
around the Columbia River Gorge. 
 
How can I pay my fee? 
You can pay online using a credit or debit card or visit a nearby vendor. No cash is accepted at 
the site. 

• Buy a Day Use Pass Online at www.recreation.gov/camping/gateways/1102. You will 
need to provide the license plate number of the car you will bring as a way to verify 
payment at the site.  

• Buy a Hard Copy from a Nearby Vendor such as Plaid Pantry in Troutdale or at 
Multnomah Falls Lodge. Physical passes can be purchased in the form of a day use pass 
or an annual Northwest Forest Pass. The closest vendors are posted at the trailhead 
kiosk – note that if you purchase from a vendor in the Columbia River Gorge (see this 
online list), fees go directly to the National Scenic Area. This Forest Service website lets 
you search for a vendor near you: 
https://www.fs.fed.us/portaldata/r6/passes/vendors.php?city2=Troutdale%3AOR&sub
mit=Submit&cchk=1#co.  

 
What does the cost of a day use pass include? 
Day use passes are valid for one car visiting any recreation fee site managed by the U.S. Forest 
Service until midnight of the date printed on the pass, for the date and vehicle specified on the 
pass. The car may be used to visit several Forest Service fee sites in the same day. 
 
What annual passes are accepted? 
Valid passes include the Annual Northwest Forest Pass, “Every Kid Outdoors” Pass, and 
“America the Beautiful” Federal Interagency Passes (including the Senior, Military, and Access 
versions). Annual passes must be visibly displayed in vehicle (only digital day use passes are 
exempt). Sorry, but Oregon or Washington State passes are NOT accepted at Sandy River Delta. 
 

http://www.recreation.gov/camping/gateways/1102
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/crgnsa/landmanagement/?cid=fseprd547123
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/crgnsa/landmanagement/?cid=fseprd547123
https://www.fs.fed.us/portaldata/r6/passes/vendors.php?city2=Troutdale%3AOR&submit=Submit&cchk=1#co
https://www.fs.fed.us/portaldata/r6/passes/vendors.php?city2=Troutdale%3AOR&submit=Submit&cchk=1#co
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Will there be fee-free days?  
Yes. Free days in 2020 include January 20 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day), February 17 (President’s 
Day), June 13 (National Get Outdoors Day), September 26 (National Public Lands Day), and 
November 11 (Veterans Day). 
 
Will fees help the Forest Service address crime and homeless camps? 
Fees will increase uniformed presence, however break-ins are still possible at trailheads so 
please do not leave valuables in cars (especially within plain sight). Despite law enforcement 
patrols, there may be homeless camps in the area.  
 
How can I report issues with homeless camps?  
Camps near the Sandy River can be reported to Oregon Department of State Lands at: 
www.oregon.gov/DSL/Pages/Comment.aspx. Camps near trails should be reported to the U.S. 
Forest Service at: www.fs.usda.gov/contactus/crgnsa/about-forest/contactus. Camps 
underneath or south of the interstate are located on Oregon Department of Transportation or 
Oregon State Parks lands and should be reported to those entities. (Note: state lands are shown 
on the kiosk map in pink.) 
 
How do I verify that I’ve purchased a day pass online?   
You should receive a confirmation email with the pass that includes a “Quick Response” code 
that can be scanned. Passes that are purchased online only require the correct license plate 
number. However, if you have access to a printer, it is helpful to print and display a copy of the 
pass in your dashboard with the QR code visible. 
 
Does my pass guarantee parking?  
No, despite 100 spaces at the site, the lot fills quickly, especially on weekends and holidays. We 
recommend carpooling, coming early, and/or visiting on weekdays. Be aware that any car 
without a trailer found parked in spaces reserved for RV/Trailer use may be ticketed even if a 
pass is displayed. Any cars parked illegally may be fined and towed. 
 
Will recreation use fees be used for maintenance of the Sandy River Delta trail system?  
Recreation use fees will help maintain five trails offering 5.3 miles of non-motorized, diverse 
use recreation opportunities, including a 1.2-mile accessible trail that leads to a bird blind by 
artist Maya Lin commemorating the Lewis and Clark expedition’s visit to the site. 
 
What is the policy for dogs? 
Dogs are required to be on leash in the parking lot, bathroom areas, picnic areas, and within 
100 feet of Confluence Trail. Dogs may be off leash near other trails, but should be kept under 
control, so please maintain a reasonable limit to the number of dogs that you bring.  
 
Note, commercial activities are not allowed on National Forest Service lands without a special 
use permit, and the U.S. Forest Service does not issue special use permits for commercial dog 
walking. Commercial dog walking can impact public health and safety, aggravate crowding, 
create conflicts, and damage sensitive scenic, cultural, and natural resources such as the 

http://www.oregon.gov/DSL/Pages/Comment.aspx
http://www.fs.usda.gov/contactus/crgnsa/about-forest/contactus
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floodplain ecosystem which provides habitat for anadromous fish species, migratory birds, and 
diverse wildlife.  
 
Are fees waived for American Indians?  
Federally-recognized American Indian tribes may request a free administrative pass for select 
activities including cultural practices, exercising off-reservation treaty rights, and accessing 
sacred or spiritual sites, in compliance with Executive Order 13007 signed on May 24, 1996. 
Contact the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area office at 541-308-1700 to initiate a 
request. 

Do volunteers, permittees, or contractors need to pay fees?  
Volunteers, contractors, permittees, and partners may be issued a volunteer pass while working 
on site or as a recognition of past work. To volunteer at Sandy River Delta, contact official 
partners such as Friends of the Sandy River Delta (http://fsrd.org/) or Sandy River Watershed 
Council at (https://sandyriver.org/).  
 
Do I have to pay the fee if I didn’t bring a car to the site? 
Since the fee is per car, you are not required to pay if you have no vehicle (i.e. you walked, took 
transit, or got dropped off). However, bear in mind that the fee is a “day use fee” not a parking 
fee. If you are using the amenities at the site (and especially if you are a regular return visitor), 
you may want to consider chipping in to the cost of maintenance.  
 
What other regulations apply at Sandy River Delta? 

• Fireworks, explosives, exploding targets, and campfires are prohibited. 
• No camping or being in the area between sunset and sunrise. 
• The “Wildlife Habitat Zone” east of the buck and rail fence is closed to visitors. 
• Hay and crop products must be certified weed-free. 
• Hunting restrictions apply. 

 
What are the hunting restrictions? 
Hunting is prohibited on Forest Service Lands at Sandy River Delta, with the exception of 
waterfowl shotgun hunting in the area east of the buck and rail fence and northeast of the 
powerlines during the state hunting season. (This is the only use allowed in the Wildlife Habitat 
Zone.) Hunters must hold a valid state hunting license or be exercising tribal rights. Hunters 
must pay the day use fee if they park in the parking lot.  
 
Was the public given an opportunity to comment on the fee proposal?   
Yes. The U.S. Forest Service announced the proposed fee in June 2017. In October 2017, public 
meetings were held in Troutdale and Portland, and written public comments were accepted 
online and via mail. Of the 71 written comments received, 66% supported the fee. In July 2019, 
the Mt. Hood – Willamette Secure Rural Schools Resource Advisory Council voted unanimously 
to approve the fee. Learn more at the Sandy River Delta fee webpage. 

http://fsrd.org/
https://sandyriver.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/crgnsa/landmanagement/?cid=fseprd547123
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