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Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests’ Law Enforcement 
Officers Actively Investigating Horse Deaths 

Springerville, AZ – January 17, 2020 – Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests Law Enforcement investigators 
confirmed the deaths of seven additional horses on the Black Mesa Ranger District, outside of the Heber Wild 
Horse Territory, bringing the total to fifteen deceased horses that were discovered between January 9 and 
January 14, 2020. Several horses died due to bullet wounds, and other carcasses were too badly decomposed 
to determine the cause of death. 
The first twenty-four hours are crucial in collecting evidence, but unfortunately some of these investigations 
involved carcasses that had been exposed to extreme weather conditions over extended periods, and items of 
evidentiary value were limited. To reduce response time, law enforcement has developed advanced protocols 
so that equine experts and veterinarians can be deployed to the scene of these incidents more quickly. In 
addition, law enforcement is collaborating across jurisdictions, deploying additional patrol officers in critical 
locations, and utilizing all of the investigation tools that are available.  
The tips that law enforcement receives are a critical component of these investigations, and the public is 
encouraged to continue to provide any information that may lead to an arrest. Investigators want to remind the 
public that while it’s not possible to respond to every tip received, the information provided is important and 
helpful and will be followed up on by law enforcement.    
The Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests’ ask the public to refrain from interfering with these active 
investigations as any such disturbances could jeopardize the critical work that law enforcement officers are 
conducting.   
If the public encounters an injured or deceased horse they are urged to contact the Black Mesa Ranger District 
at 928-535-7300 to report it immediately. Please pass along any tips by calling the Navajo County Sheriff’s 
Office tip line at 1-800-78CRIME.     
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