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Draft Assessment is OUT! 

The Draft 
Assessment 

A Guide

The Format
Pages 2-3 

Eleven documents 
have been released. 
Turn to pages 2 & 3 
to learn about how 

these documents are 
structured and what 

topics are covered by 
each. 

Submitting
Input

Page 4
We encourage you to 
review the documents 

during the 45 day 
review period! To find 
out how to submit any 
input, turn to page 4.

In April 2018, the Wayne National 
Forest began revising its forest 
plan. Forest plans are “big picture” 
documents that help guide 
where and under what conditions 
an activity can take place in a 
national forest. These plans are 
regularly revised to keep up with 
changing environmental, social, 
and economic conditions that 
impact the national forest.

Forest plan revision is a three-
phase process: assessment, plan 
development, and finally plan 
implementation & monitoring. 
The Wayne is currently in the 
first phase of the process—the 
assessment. The release of 
our Draft Assessment and 
draft supplemental reports on 
January 24, 2020, marks an 
important milestone in this first 
phase.

The goal of the assessment 
phase is to rapidly evaluate 
the current environmental, 
economic, and social conditions 
and trends in southeast Ohio. 
The Draft Assessment and 
draft supplemental reports 
represent the initial findings of 
this evaluation. A 45-day review 
period lasting until March 9, 
2020, begins with its release. We 
encourage you to review the draft 
documents during this period, and 
submit any input you might have.

We will take the input gathered 
during this review period, edit the 
draft documents as necessary, 
and release the final versions in 
a few months. The information 
gathered in this assessment 
phase will help inform the second 
phase of forest plan revision: plan 
development.
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The  
Format
The Wayne National Forest released a total of 
eleven documents on January 24, 2020. Each 
of these documents explores a specific array 
of topics to meet the requirements of the 2012 
planning rule—the regulation that guides the 
forest plan revision process.

The Draft Assessment is the main document. 
This document presents the findings from the 
rapid evaluation of ecological, economic, and 
social conditions and trends across southeast 
Ohio as a whole, not just the Wayne National 
Forest.

The Draft Assessment uses an ecosystem 
services framework. Ecosystem services are the 
benefits we humans receive from nature. The 
Draft Assessment explores the main ecosystem 
services that southeast Ohio and the Wayne 
National Forest provide, forces that impact those 
services, and how those services are valued by 
people. Similar ecosystem services are grouped 
by themes, and each theme is a different chaper 
of the Draft Assessment.

However, not all the requirements laid out by the 
2012 planning rule fit within the framework used 
in the Draft Assessment. That’s where the draft supplemental reports come in. The ten draft 
supplemental reports provide further context and include additional information required by the 2012 
planning rule. The next page gives a quick run down of the ten draft supplemental reports, and what 
to expect in each one. 

Keep in mind, however, that the Draft Assessment and draft supplemental reports are meant to be 
broad in nature, and not all-encompassing. This rapid evaluation is really intended to focus on the 
conditions that have changed since the last forest plan for the Wayne National Forest was released 
in 2006. 

Ecosystem services can take many forms. The forests 
of the Wayne, for example, help filter and clean water. 

USDA photo by Kyle Brooks.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule
https://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule


Supplemental 
Reports

Draft Air Quality
Provides an overview of the air quality in the 
regionally-defined airshed where the Wayne is 
located.

Draft Aquatic Ecosystems & Watersheds
Describes the aquatic ecosystem types found 
in the study area, characterizes the watersheds 
in the study area, and provides an integrity 
statement for each type based on current status 
and trends. 

Draft At-Risk Species
Consists of four subsections: Federally Listed 
Plants, Federally Listed Wildlife, the Wildlife 
Species of Conservation Concern Process, and 
the Plant Species of Conservation Concern 
Process. 

Draft Carbon
Provides a summary of the carbon stock found 
in the Wayne. Also explores how disturbances, 
regenerations, and nutrient availability affect net 
annual carbon variations.

Draft Wildland Fire & Fuels
Evaluates vegetation characteristics, fire return 
intervals, fuel models, wildfire risk, wildfire 
occurrences, and wildfire suppression. Also 
explores the context and use of prescribed 
burning.

Draft Mineral Resources
Provides information on Federal and private 
ownership patterns and the mineral resources of 
the Wayne.

Draft Socioeconomic Conditions
Explores social and economic topics including 
land use and ownership, changing social 
and business preferences, direct and indirect 
economic contributions to counties, and 
sustainability in the context of public health, 
economic security, and preservation of culture 
and identity.

Draft Terrestrial Ecosystems
Describes the landtypes found in the study area, 
and provides an integrity statement for each 
landtype based on current status and trends. 

Draft Wild & Scenic Rivers Eligibility
Outlines the approach used to evaluate whether 
a named stream in the Wayne should be 
considered eligible for recommendation as a 
National Wild & Scenic River. Also includes the 
evaluations of each named stream.

Draft Wilderness Inventory
Outlines the approach used to select national 
forest parcels that will go forward with the next 
step of the wilderness evaluation process based 
on parcel size, roads, and improvements.



Submitting 
Input
We encourage you to review the draft documents and submit any input you might 
have to the forest plan revision team. The team may use the feedback received to 
modify the documents. Input is most useful to the team when it is within the scope 
of the assessment phase, has a direct relationship to the assessment of existing 
conditions, and includes supporting reasons for consideration.

You can:
• Submit your comment through our online comment system (CARA)
• Or send your input by mail to:
 Wayne National Forest Supervisor’s Office
 c/o Forest Plan Revision Team
 13700 US Highway 33
 Nelsonville, OH 45764

Forest plan revision is a multi-year 
process. Although the release of the Draft 
Assessment and supplemental reports is an 
important milestone, it is by no means the 
end of the forest plan revision process. 

Keep an eye on our website for more public 
engagement opportunities. We’re planning 
on moving into the next phase—plan 
development—sometime this summer, and 
your voice will be vital in this process. 

Remember, this is a long process, and the 
final forest plan won’t be wrapped up until 
around 2023, but there will be important 
engagement opportunities along the way.

What’s Next?

https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?Project=53485
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/landmanagement/planning

