
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie
30239 S. State Route 53, Wilmington, IL 60481

www.fs.usda.gov/Midewin

Forest 
Service

Native Illinois Prairie 
“Plant of the Month” 

2020 Calendar

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This week will be focused on Big Bluestem.�Big Bluestem, also known as "Turkey Foot" is a prominant prairie grass with roots that can grow 8 feet deep into the ground! It gets its nickname from its seed heads, which resemble the foot of a turkey.
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Happy New Year! On behalf of everyone with the USDA Forest Service – Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie, we would like to 
extend our sincerest best wishes to you for a safe, healthy and positive 2020.  

In 2019, Midewin teams worked together to produce weekly messages intended to raise awareness of the variety of native 
Illinois prairie plants. Each week, a different native Illinois prairie plant was featured on Facebook and Twitter in our “Plant of 
The Week” series.

With dozens of plants spotlighted last year, it was challenging to narrow down 12 plants for the calendar; we went with the 
“people’s choices,” and included plants that generated the highest engagements on social media. We thought you’d like to 
see this report, which reflects public interest, and we also hope that the calendar will come in handy on your computer 
desktop or elsewhere. From trees to grasses; from fall colors to spring blooms, there is a plant to celebrate every month.   

The calendar also includes some special key dates in conservation & natural resources and dates of some of our large public 
events. 

Again in 2020, we will feature a different native Illinois prairie plant each week on Facebook & Twitter. To receive these 
messages, as well as other conservation messages throughout the year, follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Midewin/ (@Midewin) & Twitter: https://twitter.com/MidewinNatTP (@MidewinNatTP).

Have a great & safe 2020!  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This week will be focused on Big Bluestem.�Big Bluestem, also known as "Turkey Foot" is a prominant prairie grass with roots that can grow 8 feet deep into the ground! It gets its nickname from its seed heads, which resemble the foot of a turkey.

https://www.facebook.com/Midewin/
https://twitter.com/MidewinNatTP
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Big Bluestem
Andropogon gerardii

Big Bluestem grows in dry 
to moist soil with full sun 
and is cold hardy from 
zones 4 to 9. It grows 4- to 
8-feet-tall and 2- to 3-feet-
wide with stems and leaves 
that change colors 
throughout the seasons. In 
1989 Big Bluestem was 
named the official “Prairie 
Grass” of Illinois.

Photo Credits: Jennifer Anderson, hosted by the USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Native Plant of the Month - January

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This week will be focused on Big Bluestem.�Big Bluestem, also known as "Turkey Foot" is a prominant prairie grass with roots that can grow 8 feet deep into the ground! It gets its nickname from its seed heads, which resemble the foot of a turkey.
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 Jan. 5 – National 
Bird Day 

 Jan. 9 – Midewin
Winter Lecture 
Series kick-off-
35 years of 
America’s 1st

National  
Heritage Area- I & 
M Canal Heritage 
Area   

 Jan. 11 – Aldo 
Leopold Birthday

 Jan. 21 – National 
Squirrel 
Appreciation Day

 Jan. 25 – National 
Seed Swap Day 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This week will be focused on Big Bluestem.�Big Bluestem, also known as "Turkey Foot" is a prominant prairie grass with roots that can grow 8 feet deep into the ground! It gets its nickname from its seed heads, which resemble the foot of a turkey.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/midewin/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD682752
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Skunk Cabbage
Symplocarpus foetidus
Skunk Cabbage grows in wet 
soils in partial sun to light 
shade and is cold hardy from 
zones 4 to 8. It grows up to 2-
feet-tall and wide. The Skunk 
Cabbage flowers are 
surrounded by a vibrant red 
spathe.

Photo credit: William C. Taylor, hosted by the USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Photo credit: SB_Johnny, hosted by Wikimedia 

Native Plant of the Month - February

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skunk Cabbage is one of the earliest blooming plants. The Spathe and Spadix of the plant will actually appear before the leaves. Skunk Cabbage gets its species name "foetidus" which means "foul-smelling" in Latin, because it produces an odor, similar to that of decaying flesh, which it uses to attract insect pollinators. Another unique attribute of the Skunk Cabbage is that through a chemical process it is able to generate heat, allowing it to emerge from the snow cover! Skunk Cabbage can be found in wet wooded areas.
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 Feb. 1 – National 
Serpent Day

 Feb. 2 – National 
Groundhog Day 

 Feb. 10 –
Midewin’s
Birthday, The IL 
Land 
Conservation 
Act of 1995 was 
signed Feb. 10, 
1996

 Feb. 14-17 –
Great Backyard 
Bird Count  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skunk Cabbage is one of the earliest blooming plants. The Spathe and Spadix of the plant will actually appear before the leaves. Skunk Cabbage gets its species name "foetidus" which means "foul-smelling" in Latin, because it produces an odor, similar to that of decaying flesh, which it uses to attract insect pollinators. Another unique attribute of the Skunk Cabbage is that through a chemical process it is able to generate heat, allowing it to emerge from the snow cover! Skunk Cabbage can be found in wet wooded areas.
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Indian Grass
Sorghastrum nutans
Indian Grass grows in 
dry to moist soil in full 
sun and is cold hardy 
from zones 4 to 9. It 
grows 3- to 7-feet-tall 
and 1- to 2-feet-wide 
with blue-green foliage 
that turns orange-yellow 
in the fall. Photo credits: Copyright 2015 Tom Potterfield.

Native Plant of the Month - March

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indian Grass is a dominant prairie grass commonly found in savanna, dolomite prairie, and upland typic prairie. It is an important host plant to several grasshopper species and provides cover and habitat for many bird species, including Northern Bobwhite and Field Sparrow! It can be seen in restored prairie areas and at the Midewin Visitor Center.
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 March 3 – World 
Wildlife Day 

 March 11-15 –
National Wildlife 
Week

 March 18-22 –
Midewin in 
Chicago Flower 
& Garden Show 

 March 22 – Word 
Water Day

 March 25 –
National Ag Day  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indian Grass is a dominant prairie grass commonly found in savanna, dolomite prairie, and upland typic prairie. It is an important host plant to several grasshopper species and provides cover and habitat for many bird species, including Northern Bobwhite and Field Sparrow! It can be seen in restored prairie areas and at the Midewin Visitor Center.
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White Dogtooth Violet
Erythronium albidum
White dogtooth violet grows in  
moist soils in full shade and is 
cold hardy from zones 3 to 8. It 
grows up to 6 inches tall and 6 
inches wide. White dogtooth 
violet blooms in the spring and 
is pollinated by a variety of 
bees.

Native Plant of the Month - April

Photo credit: Jay Sturner

Presenter
Presentation Notes
White dogtooth violet (also known as white trout lily) blooms briefly in early-mid spring. While long-tounged bees and short-tounged bees are the primary pollinators of white dogtooth violet, butterflies, skippers, and giant bee flies are also known to visit its flowers in search of nectar. White dogtooth violet gets its common name from its corm, which looks like a dog tooth and its flower which looks similar to a violet, although it is actually a lily. It is found mainly in wooded areas, but also in savanna.
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 April 4 – Midewin
Seed Library Display 
at  B. Harley Bradley 
House in Kankakee

 April 11 – Opening of 
Midewin “Roaring 20s 
Farm Kitchen” display 
at Joliet Area 
Historical Museum

 April 17 – International 
Bat Appreciation Day  

 April 18 – seasonal 
return of Zagster bike-
share – Iron Bridge 
Trailhead; Welcome 
Center; River Road 
Seedbeds  

 April 22 – Earth Day
 April 24 – National 

Arbor Day   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
White dogtooth violet (also known as white trout lily) blooms briefly in early-mid spring. While long-tounged bees and short-tounged bees are the primary pollinators of white dogtooth violet, butterflies, skippers, and giant bee flies are also known to visit its flowers in search of nectar. White dogtooth violet gets its common name from its corm, which looks like a dog tooth and its flower which looks similar to a violet, although it is actually a lily. It is found mainly in wooded areas, but also in savanna.
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Prairie Violet
Viola pedatifida
Prairie violet grows in moist soil in part 
shade to full sun and is cold hardy in zones 
3 to 8. It grows up to 6 inches tall and wide 
and attracts a variety of bees, small 
butterflies and skippers. It is cleistogamous, 
meaning it can also self-pollinate using non-
opening flowers. The flowers will mature into 
seed heads in the summer and the seeds 
are released by mechanical ejection, 
allowing them to germinate a short distance 
from the mother plant. Prairie violet blooms 
mid to late spring and can be found in 
upland typic prairie and in savanna. Under 
favorable conditions, it can also bloom in 
fall.

Native Plant of the Month - May

Photo credit: Jennifer Anderson, hosted by the USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database

Photo credit: Jay Sturner

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prairie violet is a member of the violet family and can be found in northern Illinois and can be considered an indicator of high quality prairie remnants.
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 American Wetlands 
Month

 May 2 – “Spring 
into The Prairie” at 
Midewin – IL Route 
66 Red Carpet 
Corridor Festival    

 May 3-9 – National 
Wildflower Week

 May 7 – National 
Tourism Day

 May 9 – World 
Migratory Bird Day

 May 22 –
International Day 
for Biological 
Diversity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prairie violet is a member of the violet family and can be found in northern Illinois and can be considered an indicator of high quality prairie remnants.
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Common Milkweed
Asclepias syriaca
Common milkweed grows in full sun in 
moist to dry soil and is cold hardy in 
zones 3-9. It grows 2- to 6-feet-tall and 
attracts many different insects, such as 
long-tongued bees, wasps, flies, skippers, 
butterflies and moths. Common milkweed 
can be distinguished from other types of 
milkweed by its prickly seed pods and can 
be found in upland typic prairie, savanna, 
and around the Midewin Welcome Center.

Native Plant of the Month - June

Photo credit: Joshua Mayer Photo credit: Stefan Lefnaer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Common milkweed attracts a wide variety of insects that help it cross-pollinate. Common milkweed's sap is toxic, so most insects and mammals avoid eating the foliage, but monarch butterflies, as well as a couple of other insects are resistant to the toxicity, making it an important food source for them.
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 June 6 – National 
Prairie Day, 
National Trails Day

 June 15 – Nature 
Photography Day

 June 15-21 –
National Pollinator 
Week

 June 20 – American 
Eagle Day

 June 21 – National 
Selfie Day

 June 21-28 –
National Grasslands 
Week   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Common milkweed attracts a wide variety of insects that help it cross-pollinate. Common milkweed's sap is toxic, so most insects and mammals avoid eating the foliage, but monarch butterflies, as well as a couple of other insects are resistant to the toxicity, making it an important food source for them.
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Purple Coneflower
Echinacea purpurea
Purple coneflower grows in full sun 
to part shade in dry to moist soil 
and is cold hardy in zones 3-8. It 
grows up to 3.5-feet-tall and 
blooms in mid-summer and attracts 
a variety of long-tongued bees, bee 
flies, halictid bees, butterflies, and 
skippers. Purple coneflower can be 
found upland typic prairie, savanna 
and forested areas.

Native Plant of the Month - July

Photo credit: Matt Lavin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purple coneflower is a member of the aster family and has ovate to lanceolate leaves that can be in opposite or alternate arrangements. It is primarily pollinated by insects and blooms in the summer, but some plants are able to bloom a second time in early fall under the right conditions.�
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 National Bison 
Month

 National Picnic 
Month

 July 7 – Eliza Steele 
arrived in prairie 
south of Joliet

 July 18-25 –
National Moth 
Week 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purple coneflower is a member of the aster family and has ovate to lanceolate leaves that can be in opposite or alternate arrangements. It is primarily pollinated by insects and blooms in the summer, but some plants are able to bloom a second time in early fall under the right conditions.�
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Black-Eyed Susan
Rudbeckia hirta
Black-eyed Susan grows in full 
sun in moist soil and is cold 
hardy in zones 3-7. It grows 1- to 
2.5-feet-tall and blooms from 
early summer into fall. Its flowers 
attract bees, flies, wasps, 
butterflies, and beetles. Black-
eyed Susan can be found in 
upland typic prairie, wet typic 
prairie, savanna, forested areas 
and along perennial streams.

Native Plant of the Month - August

Photo credit: Michel Rathwell

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is a member of the aster family and its leaves are either, lanceolate, oblanceolate, or ovate in an alternate arrangement. It is biennial plant, so it only lasts a few years, but it is effective at reseeding itself. Some caterpillars will feed on its leaves, but mammals tend to avoid it.
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 National Water 
Quality Month

 Aug. 9 – Smokey 
Bear Birthday

 Aug. 11 – US Forest 
Service founder 
Gifford Pinchot 
Birthday 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is a member of the aster family and its leaves are either, lanceolate, oblanceolate, or ovate in an alternate arrangement. It is biennial plant, so it only lasts a few years, but it is effective at reseeding itself. Some caterpillars will feed on its leaves, but mammals tend to avoid it.
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Evening Primrose
Oenothera biennis
Evening primrose grows in full to part 
sun in moist soil and is cold hardy in 
zones 4-9. It can grow up to 7-feet-tall 
and its leaves can reach 8 inches in 
length and 2 inches in width. It blooms in 
mid-summer into fall and is primarily 
pollinated by sphinx moths. In addition to 
moths, it also attracts the ruby-throated 
hummingbird and a variety of bee 
species. Evening primrose can be found 
in upland typic prairie.

Native Plant of the Month - September

Photo credits: William Shea / USDA Forest Service – Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Evening primrose has lanceolate leaves in an alternate arrangement. To attract pollinators to its flowers, which open at night and close in the morning, it produces a lemony fragrance. The caterpillars of several moth species, as well as various beetle species will feed on its foliage. Gold finches will also eat its seeds. It is a biennial and the plant will die off after seeding, but since each plant produces a large number of seed, which can stay viable in the soil for decades, they remain in the landscape.
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 National Wilderness 
Month

 Sept. 4 – National 
Wildlife Day

 Sept. 15 – Woodsy 
Owl Birthday “Lend 
a hand, care for the 
land.”

 Sept. 26 – National 
Public Lands Day

 Sept. 27 – World 
Tourism Day

 Fall Colors on the 
prairie

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Evening primrose has lanceolate leaves in an alternate arrangement. To attract pollinators to its flowers, which open at night and close in the morning, it produces a lemony fragrance. The caterpillars of several moth species, as well as various beetle species will feed on its foliage. Gold finches will also eat its seeds. It is a biennial and the plant will die off after seeding, but since each plant produces a large number of seed, which can stay viable in the soil for decades, they remain in the landscape.
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New England Aster
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae
New England aster grows in full 
sun in moist soil and is cold 
hardy in zones 4-8. It can grow 
up to 4-feet-tall and its leaves 
are about 4 inches long and 1-
inch-wide. It blooms from late 
summer to fall and its flowers 
attract a variety of bees, 
butterflies, flies and skippers. It 
can be found in upland typic
prairie, wet typic prairie, sedge 
meadow, and savanna.

Native Plant of the Month - October

Photo credit: Krzysztof Ziarnek, Kenraiz

Photo credit: davecz2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New England aster is a member of the aster family and has lanceolate or oblong leaves, in an alternate arrangement. This species of aster can also be identified from others by it has a larger flower head with more ray florets. In addition to its visitors that seek nectar, it also attracts foliage feeders such as a variety of true bugs, aphids, and moth caterpillars. Some mammals will also feed on its foliage.
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 National Fire 
Prevention Month

 Oct. 4-10 –
 Fire Prevention 

Awareness Week
 Oct. 9 – Fire 

Prevention Day 
 Oct. 13-19 –

National Earth 
Science Week

 Oct. 16 – National 
Fossil Day 

 Oct. 24-31 Bat 
Week  

 Fall Colors on the 
prairie

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New England aster is a member of the aster family and has lanceolate or oblong leaves, in an alternate arrangement. This species of aster can also be identified from others by it has a larger flower head with more ray florets. In addition to its visitors that seek nectar, it also attracts foliage feeders such as a variety of true bugs, aphids, and moth caterpillars. Some mammals will also feed on its foliage.
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Tall Goldenrod
Solidago canadensis
Tall goldenrod grows in full sun in 
moist soil and is cold hardy in zones 
3-9. It grows 2- to 6-feet-tall and its 
leaves grow 4 to 6 inches long and 
1-inch-wide. It blooms in late 
summer to fall and its flowers attract 
a variety of insects including bees, 
wasps, flies, beetles, butterflies and 
moths. Tall goldenrod can be found 
in upland prairie and savanna.

Native Plant of the Month - November

Photo credit: Matt Lavin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tall goldenrod is a member of the aster family and has lanceolate leaves in an alternate arrangement. Most of its visitors are there for nectar or pollen, but there are a variety of plant bugs, beetles, leafhoppers, and moth and butterfly caterpillars will feed on its foliage. Sparrows and finches will eat its seeds. Many of the wasp species its flowers attract are efficient at controlling pest insect species. Tall goldenrod is an extremely aggressive species that can spread prolifically.�
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 Historic Bridge 
Awareness Month

 Nov. 7 – National 
Bison Day – “Bison 
Crawl”

 Nov. 17 – National 
Take a Hike Day

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tall goldenrod is a member of the aster family and has lanceolate leaves in an alternate arrangement. Most of its visitors are there for nectar or pollen, but there are a variety of plant bugs, beetles, leafhoppers, and moth and butterfly caterpillars will feed on its foliage. Sparrows and finches will eat its seeds. Many of the wasp species its flowers attract are efficient at controlling pest insect species. Tall goldenrod is an extremely aggressive species that can spread prolifically.�

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/midewin/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD670377
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Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa
Bur oak trees grow in full sun in 
dry to moist soil and are cold 
hardy in zones 3-8. It can grow 
over 120 feet in height and 80 
feet in width and has a ridged 
corky bark. It blooms in mid-
spring and is a very important 
species for food or shelter for a 
wide variety of insects, birds, 
and mammals. It can be found 
in savanna and forested areas.

Native Plant of the Month - December

Photo credit: USDA Forest Service – Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie
Illustration: Pierre-Joseph Redouté

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bur oak is a member of the beech family and has lobed obovate leaves in an alternate arrangement. It can be distinguished by its acorn, which start out green then turn brown as they mature and have spiny cups (cap) that cover over half of the nut. Its acorns are larger than any other oak's and has a low amount of tannins, making it a favored food of acorn eating mammals, such as bears, squirrels, and mice, as well as birds such as ducks, pheasant, turkey, woodpeckers, and more. A wide variety of insects feed on bur oaks, making them popular hunting ground for insect eating songbirds.
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 Dec. 5 – Midewin on 
SS Mackinaw at 
Navy Pier -
educational 
outreach (with 
USCG Fed 
Partners): 
Christmas Tree Ship

 Dec. 7 – National 
Illinois Day

 Dec. 14-Jan. 5 –
Christmas Bird 
Count Week

 Dec. 31 – Universal 
Hour of Peace

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bur oak is a member of the beech family and has lobed obovate leaves in an alternate arrangement. It can be distinguished by its acorn, which start out green then turn brown as they mature and have spiny cups (cap) that cover over half of the nut. Its acorns are larger than any other oak's and has a low amount of tannins, making it a favored food of acorn eating mammals, such as bears, squirrels, and mice, as well as birds such as ducks, pheasant, turkey, woodpeckers, and more. A wide variety of insects feed on bur oaks, making them popular hunting ground for insect eating songbirds.
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Stay Connected with Midewin:  

To Register for tours, programs and more, call 815-423-6370 or e-mail 
SM.FS.Midewin_RSVP@usda.gov Schedules are posted on Facebook. 

A self-guided tour of Midewin is just a screen-tap away with the Midewin App: 
https://midewin.oncell.com/en/index.html

Midewin Bison Cam: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/midewin/home

The Midewin Welcome Center is open Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 
closed on Saturdays from the second Saturday in November until the first Saturday in 
May (Spring into the Prairie / IL Route 66 Red Carpet Corridor festival).

Over 12,000 acres of public land is open from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bur oak is a member of the beech family and has lobed obovate leaves in an alternate arrangement. It can be distinguished by its acorn, which start out green then turn brown as they mature and have spiny cups (cap) that cover over half of the nut. Its acorns are larger than any other oak's and has a low amount of tannins, making it a favored food of acorn eating mammals, such as bears, squirrels, and mice, as well as birds such as ducks, pheasant, turkey, woodpeckers, and more. A wide variety of insects feed on bur oaks, making them popular hunting ground for insect eating songbirds.

mailto:SM.FS.Midewin_RSVP@usda.gov
https://midewin.oncell.com/en/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3ETJ38E2E3eyTCkF98QJMXDouYVo8g6m9VcxRWWWxgTdPTNn0a-94XZaU
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/midewin/home
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